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CIRCULAR No. 209

- SHALL T PLANT A GARDEN THIS YEAR?

By J. W. LT.OYD, CHIEF 1IN OLERICULTURE

It may seem to be rather an inopportune time to be thmhng oi | |
Planting a garden when the winter wind is howling about the hm '
the ground is solidly frozen. Yet time passes rapldw, ome
thought is given the garden in winter, the season 1or p. 3 1g Will finc
US unprepared. If we expect to hav-e good gar % ‘ 18 this yea ", NOW
the time to make definite plans to that ..d 1 T e

One of the advantages, from a personal : standpoint, of
gOOd home ga rden 1S thﬁt lt M ! ** "
Supply of vegetables for the tabla hruout the season
‘égetables of the best qual he st oDl Lo ik e
at a Imnlmum expe 1se ind i
ad"antﬂm to b& ned from a home ve




It seems, then, that both from the standpoint of persongl advan
lages and ol patr 1otie lllli\ every one who can should plant g L{drd
this vear, It should be remembered, however, that ])hmfnu/ lwn.ly

initial St(‘p ill gm'tlvning. \l:m\ ﬂ'llth ‘118 pl inted m hnp{. and (‘Ilt
11
siasm last vear were utter tmlmu many planted this Vear ap

likely to be failures also, unless the people who plant them nahzet
gardens require continued care. The two great causes of failures it 1
home gardens are the lack of knowledge of the cultural requirements
of the different vegetables, and the lack of sustained interest in the
garden thru the season. Too many beginners at gardening are filled
with enthusiasm in the balmy days of spring, and proeceed to plant,
plant, plant, without giving due consideration to the tasks that are ¢

'F follow under the blhistering heat of the summer sun. Their inte
i wanes with the inereasing length of the days, and their erops become
E‘ choked with weeds and are attacked by beetles and blight. What

started out as a garden becomes a waste; and the owner’s enthusiasm
for gardening is likely to be forever dampened.

The logical thlng for a prospective gardener to do is to make a
definite decision to give his garden consistent care thruout the whole
season, and then to let nothing move him from that determination. In
order to give his garden proper care, he must know what to plant in
his particular locality and when to plant it. He must know which
vamtlea will best meet his needs. He must know what insects and
- diseases to expecet and how to combat them. The more he can learn
e ' yF 5,‘ each of the crops he proposes to grow before he attempts to

" ; iﬁ, the better prepared for the season’s tasks he will be.
mﬁ_m early to begin preparations for this year's gardeﬁ-~ __
re are three thing which should be done now: TV

Bulletins and circulars and books on gardening should be
e e » Q1 o i“ 20 '_ ' mut the vaﬁgua cr()pﬂ that m
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(V) Seed catalogs should be procured, and a list made of Varie.
1108 and t]ll;llllilit':ﬁ of seeds needed, I an order s lllll('('(l Loy the seeds
now. there will be no delay waiting for the seeds at planting time, or
substitution ot undesirable varieties in order to procure the ﬁ(ped; in .ﬂ
a hurry.' ' ﬂ

(3) A definite plan of the proposed garden should be made on :
paper. This plan should indieate the location of each kind of vegetable -
in the garden, the distance between the rows, and the approximate :3
time of planting each erop. Sinee a home garden is a personal matter i
the plans made by different individuals will refleet their particula; “
tastes. However, in all garden plans, it is desirable that an arrange- 3-‘4

ment of the erops be employed which will make the best possible use g
of the available space and at the same time minimize labor in prepara- e
tion and care.  Suggested plaas are given in Figs. 1 and 2. Plans for  ~fN%
gardens of various sizes are also given in Circular 198 of this statmm

‘A list of desirable varieties is contained in Circular 198, : : v:;
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