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THE HONOR SYSTEM AT
ILLINOIS

C. C. AUSTIN

HE honor system at the University of Illinois
1s & question that has been talked of more or
less generally by the upper classes for the
last two years. It involves a principle in

which every loyal student should be deeply inter-
ested. The reader should remember that the views
expressed 1n this article are the personal views of
the writer and may not coincide with those of the
former. A discussion of the subject from all sides,
and especially from the principle involved, would be
profitable.

The honor system may be said to be applied on
two different plans, the student control and the
faculty control. In the first method, there is a com-
mittee made up of members of each class to which
all cases of cribbing are reported. This committee
investigates the different cases, and if the individual
18 proven guilty, the faculty is notified and the
offender is expelled. Or he may be told by members
of this committee to leave. In the system of faculty
control, the cases are reported directly to the fac ulty
and the same course of procedure ensues., Local
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It is maintained by some and with a considerable
degree of truth, that the present police system is
highly objectionable. A number of instructors being
in the room where the examination is being held,
who do nothing but walk up and down the aisles, and
keep a watch over those taking the examination, is
the system referred to. This system assumes that all
are dishonest and are waiting for an opportunity to
crib. The assumption is not true and is irritating to
those who stop to think. Many say, mentally, at
least, ‘‘I will crib just to show I can.’”” This reason
18, of course, a weak one, because it does not take
much of a man to be a successful eribber. Again it
would be better to divide the section into smaller
eroups. Let each of the instructors now policing the
larger rooms have charge of one of the smaller rooms
as one conducting the examination, willing to ex-
plain the meaning of obscure questions and not
appearing to think that every one is a thief and
ready to use any dishonest means to further his own
interests.

A careless, slipshod method of preparing each
day’s work is one of the most important reasons for
cribbing. Some students do not prepare their work
during the semester as they should. The reason is
sometimes given as one thing, sometimes as another,
but almost invariably the real reason is loafing and
laziness. The men who are really doing things in
college are not usually flunkers and are seldom crib-
bers. The man who is interested in a literary so-
ciety, who is playing for some athletic team, is on
the glee club, a member of some social organization,
and still finds time to mingle with other members of
the university, besides carrying his work, does not
usually get grades as high as those who study and do



nothing else. However, he usually does find time to
vet his work up and to pass his examinations without
illecitimate aids. This kind of man will usually
nml::e a success in after years. But for the loafer
there is indeed little hope. In the fraternity, he 1is
always the man who has more time than anyone else,
but always has to study or has an engagement when
any real work is to be done. He 1s the man who
loafs around the house all day, and 18 calling every
nicht. He is always the man who 18 spoken of as
“‘a nice fellow, but—?’’ Outside the fraternity house
he is the man who watches all the athletic teams
practice and play, giving advice freely, but always
has some excuse for not using his Kknowledge 1n
actual play himself. He 1s the man who comes into
your room about eight o’clock and wants you to play
pitch, or who goes into a freshman’s room and keeps
him from working simply by sitting on the table and
1dly talking about the last cadet hop or the possibil-
ities of the weather’s changing within the next two
days. He may glance through the pages of a book
for a while, but finds himself sleepy and retires. The
next day the program 1s the same. At the end of
the semester he finds himself brought up short with
the finals only a few days away. It is then 1M POS-
sible to prepare for them, hence, at the examination
he turns to cribbing as naturally as a duck turns to
water. He 1s too weak-kneed and cowardly to face
the consequences of his folly fairly and squarely.
He 1s unwilling to pay for his fun. The loafer is ”‘10
man whom everybody despises, and stands ont
sharp contrast to the man who is identified in
versity activities but does not carry his work with a
high grade. It is difficult, indeed, to say what can
be done with this type of student. A more thor.
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ough investigation of his work, searching quizzes and
more of them, are all remedies that might be tried,
but as said before, there is little hope for a loafer.
Insufficient and poor methods of teaching are
other causes. Some men, older than the majority of
students, come to the university to learn to design a
bridge, some to learn to win a case 1n court, some to
learn to diagnose and cure a disease. But most stu-
dents come to get an education; some getting it 1n
the engineering college, some in the law school, and
others in the medical department. This education
that most men seek in college is usually an indefin-
ite, intangible, poorly defined object in the minds of
most freshmen. Analyzed, however, 1t means the
ability to earn an honest living; the possession of a
cood character and high i1deals; the ability to think,
and to be a well rounded man among men. All this
is influenced largely by the teaching this man re-
ceives, and the instructors under whom he works.
The ideal instructor is the one who knows thoroughly
the subject he i1s teaching, has a good character,
high 1deals, 1s a man among men, and can 1mpart
both the knowledge and these characteristics to his
students. If he 1s this kind of man and shows at
the outset his willingness to help, to teach his sub-
ject, and tries to give his students the high prinei-
ples which are his own, he will retain the respect of
of his classes. If, at the beginning of his course, he
will explain to the men that they are there to learn
and not to get grades, and that dishonesty will sure-
ly defeat this purpose, it will have a salutary effect
upon cribbing in this classes. Some instructors
seem to take the position that their place is merely
to quiz and find out how much a student knows, in-
stead of to teach and help him as well. They forget
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that there are subjects with which they are perfectly
gamiliar, but which may be difficult for tlﬁm Btl.I-
dent. If information is asked for, they say in atti.
tude or words, “Go and work it out for yourself.”
This is wrong. Students at Illinois are men, and
will not asked to have problems worked when they
can be solved without help. They will ask for in-
formation when perplexed and unable to solve the
questions themselves, and then it should not be
denied them.

Examinations which cover work other than that
gone over and which contain questions requiring too
much time to answer in the time allowed for the
examination will make any student dissatisfied.
These methods are conducive to dishonesty in both
quizzes and examinations. Men will work hard and
long for instructors whom they know to be of high
character and 1deals, absolutely fair, and willing to
help, and, moreover, there will be very little erib-
bing in their classes.

Even though the instructors be of the kind
indicated, 1f their sections are large the results are
not good. In the large sections that prevail in most
of the under classes, it is impossible for the students
to receive the individual help and instruction that
t'hey should have. More of this individual instrue.-
tion would tend to keep dishonest methods down.
T_hese pedagogical conditions are more conductive to
dlghonesty than any other one cause. Inp proof of
this the reader has but to investigate conditions in
the classes of those who do have the respect of their
cla,ss.ses2 whoi do try to educate as well as Instruet,
Very little, if any cribbing, occurs in these classes ‘

Every student has heard of the e

. efforts
establish traditions at Illinois that wi S

! be recognized
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as belonging to us. It should be done. At present,
however, there is a tradition that is a most pernicious
one, and one that should be eliminated. It is the
belief that it is all right to crib in an examination.
Although this tradition is repudiated by many at
this institution, it is one of the prime causes of dis-
honesty. If one will take the trouble to ask a few of
the students and instructors what they think of the
honor system he will find that the general opinion 1s
that it would fail, and although the party asked will
not bluntly say that ‘‘there is not honor enough
among the students to support it,”” he will imply 1t.
This idea 1s entirely erroneous. Our class of students
is the very best in the central west: they are the men
who would be the heartiest supporters of the honor
system at Princeton or Virginia. They are the men
who will stand for the right principle as they see it.
One reason that some of these same men crib 1s
because it seems to be more or less generally winked
at by the student body here-—because it seems to be
universal tradition to beat your instructors if you
can. It 18 only fair to say, however, and facts justify
the assertion, that this tradition is dying, and is
already almost dead in the senior classes. The
quicker the funeral notice is sent to and believed
by the under classes, the better it will be for all
concerned. A united eflfort on the part of faculty
and students, not to crush, but to educate against
this tradition, will give rich returns.

This discussion of the cause of cribbing may
seem to be altogether irrelevant to the subject. But
as stated as before, to suggest remedies, we must
know the causes. Now that they have been discussed
it remains to be seen whether the honor system, as
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described at the beginning of this article, if working
perfectly, will remedy the defects.

The honor system will not provide better ex-
amination rooms. The management of the university
must do this and the student body in general has
little to say about it. It would be strange, indeed,
for the students who had promised to stop dishonest
practices to ask for more commodious quarters in
order to lessen the temptation to dishonesty. The
system would fail to remove this cause.

Neither will the honor system make a lazy man
work. It is doubtful if any other system will put
ambition into a loafer. This defect 18 one that the
possessor alone can remedy. Thus 1t 1s readily seen
that the honor system will not remove this cause of
dishonesty.

Good pedagogical methods and practices are
introduced by the instructors’ making efforts to im-
prove themselves along these lines. The university
authorities hold the improvement of the instructional
methods and force completely in their own hands.
The honor system fails again to remove this cause.

It will, however, entirely remove the aggravation
caused by the police system, and will tend to kill the
tradition which encourages taking advantage of
instructors when possible. These are the only two
causes which the system does affect and the more
important of the two 1s not entirely removed by it.

It is always best to accomplish an end in the
least expensive method and along the lines of least
resistance. Therefore let us see if the other methods
?uggested will not be more economical in accomplish-
ing the end in view. In the first place, the whole
system hinges upon one student telling on the one
whom he finds cribbing. This involves dragging out
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to the rude gaze of the world some of the finest sen-
sibilities of a man’s soul. This happens seldom in
ordinary life except under stress of great emotion,
and from the psychological standpoint, should be
avoided whenever possible. The whole world hates a
telltale, illogically perhaps, but in some things the
world does not reason and this seems to be one of
them. Even though the student body knows the
talebearer is doing the right thing, he will be looked
at somewhat askance. This fact, 1n addition to the
psychological one given, makes the honor system
expensive. A healthy sentiment that should be
and 1s being created against cribbing, and an 1m-
provement along pedagogical lines will give the
desired result in the only two cause: of cribbing
which the honor system will directly affect. These
are done at much less expense than by the installa-
tion of the honor system and should be employed
1nstead of 1t.

Up to this point the semi-theoretical aspects of
the case have been dealt with. lLet us now look at
the practical side. In the first place the honor sys-
tem works perfectly at only two places, Virginia and
Princeton. It has usually proven a failure, and in
most cases where 1t 1s now 1n operation it 1s not
giving the results that were expected. Since this is
the case, 1t 18 highly improbable that i1t would sue-
ceed here.

As said before, the whole system hinges on one
telling on another. There 1s not one man in a hun-
dred 1n this 1nstitution who would tell on another
whom he detected eribbing. Proof of this may be
had in the answers of those asked for opinions on the
system. They invarably say that they would never
give information against an offender. The senti-
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ment, at present, is so strong that if the system were
instituted and one member of the student body
should give information against another, he
would be ostracised by his comnpanions, This feeling
18 not confined to us alone. President Eliot of
Harvard, has said that never, under any circum-

stances, could he be induced to sign such an agree-
ment. This fact alone would prevent the honor
system from working in our university. For these
reasons, the writer does not believe that the honor
system at Illinois 1s either feasible or necessary,
although other changes having the same end in view
are,




DRILLING THE AWKWARD
SQUAD

A. P. PoormMAN

AVING heard much of the indignites heaped
upon unlucky freshmen, I considered myself
very fortunate in that 1 had enough advance

credits to enable me to register as a sopomore the

first year. 1 thought that 1 should avoid all the

troubles of the freshman year, but soon found that I

was getting those of both years. 'They seemed, too,

to be so mutually retroactive that the mixture was
the product of the two, rather that their sum.

In no way was this more clearly shown than in
my early military career. All the other sophomores
in the company had uniforms, so desirous of appear-
ing exactly like them, I siezed the first opportunity
of buying one second-hand. The fit was abomin-
able. It was too full in the chest, too high in the
neck, too tight in the sleeves and too short in the
legs, but so anxious was I to appear in aniform that
I eased out my suspenders, stretched up my neck and
swelled out my chest as much as possible. The in-
spection officer must have been a vietim of mental
aberration just then, for I passed muster and so was
doomed to wear the thing for two years.

By carefully observing the other sophomores, 1
was able to get through the first week without any
serious blunder. The next week, though, my mili-
tary troubles increased by geometric progression,
After the roll-call, the captain ordered, **Sophomores,
two paces to the front.” Of course, 1 went., The
freshmen of the company were then divided into
gquads of four men each, and each squad placed in
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charge of a sophomore. We were told to march them
out at intervals and give them the setting-up exer-
cises. The only commands I knew were *‘Forward,
march,” and ‘“Halt,”’ so I proceeded to give them
these alternately till 1 should learn something else.
[ had thus advanced a short distance with my men,
when, neglecting to give the command *‘Halt’’ soon
enough we got entangled with a squad of eight who
were advancing obliquely to us. I picked my men
out of the bunch, led them around one at a time, and
stood them in a row again. 1 would by no means
confess my ignorance, and called 1t an accident and
proceeed. Taking the hint from what others were
doing, I halted my men, and on pretext of arranging
them according to size, led them around in such a
way that, when facing them, I could watch another
squad not far off. When explaining to them about the
position of the soldier, which they had learned at the
same time as 1, and evidently about as well, I was
busily taking 1n the movements of the other squad.
As soon as I had learned it sufficiently well, I care-
fully explained 1t to my squad and then proceeded
to put them through the exercise. I thought that I
could thus keep one exercise behind my friend of the
next squad and have no more trouble. Alas for my
hopes! Just as my neighbor started on the second

exercise, along came an officious lieutenant and
called out,

““What are you doing there? Why don
face your squad around the other way??”

I did nothing, knowing nothing to do, except to

go and turn them by main force, which wouldn’t look
well,

Scowling at me, he yelled, “Why don’t yoy tur
your men around? Give them, ‘About, face, » ’
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I proceeded to give ‘“About, face.”” Two of the
men turned around, the one to the right, the other
to the left, while the others stood still. Imitating
the officer’s tone, I demanded why they hadn’t
turned. Onereplied that he didn’t know which way to
turn. Making a wild guess that it ought to be to the
right, I demanded of him what reason he had to think
that he might turn to the left. I now had three
things I could do, so I went through these alternately,
and so by sheer persistence, wore the hour away. It
seemed like a release from torture when finally one of
the lieutenants came by with another squad and or-
dered me to fall in behind with my men. He
marched us back to the company, and I breathed
freely again. That night I boughta‘‘Manual of Arms,’’
and, though I failed miserably in calculus the next
day, I was able to put my squad through more than
three movements when another drill time came

around.
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STUDIES IN AMERICAN LIT-
ERATURKE

WHITMAN AND HIS FUTURE

these papers on Whitman 1 have wanted
less to define vour estimate of his poems
3ot than to try to make you interested enough
to read them for yourself. If you do that in the
spirit I am trying to tell you is the spirit to read
them in, I am not afraid of the result. The bitterest
censure and the wildest adulation have been heaped
upon him in about equal amounts, but the day for
such mistakes, I think, is past, and now we can put
ourselves in a tolerant frame of mind, and look at
him with unpredjudiced eyes.

He was exposed to the arrows of early erities by
two conspicuous marks on his writings, his vast free-
dom from conventional literary form, and his appar-
ent disregard of any sort of modesty in respect to the
question of sex. The world Fnew little of Browning,
who was something of a forerunner of the American
poet in more ways than one, and what it did know of
him did not keep it from its adoration before the
altar of formal fixedness of the verses in poetry and
near the altar of tinkling verbal melody. Over a de-
cade had past since the 1842 volume had placed Ten-
nysonian sweetness as an ideal before almost every
?,spiring rimester. Thisnew freedom from regularity
in th? length of lines, and this huge freedom of ex-
pression seemed barbarous, unkempt, vicious, a very

behemoth raging through the peaceful haunts of let.

ters. Much more important as a cause for the unre.
gerve of m.ost of the eriticisms of Whitman
those few lines in Children of A

which Emerson go earnestly ol
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when he and the new poet walked on Boston Com-
mon for two hours disputing the matter.

That was nearly half a century ago, and in these
days we have come to be a great deal more liberal in
our views of both questions involved. Our grand-
fathers seldom called 7%e Song of Solomon or Job
poems, but now almost no one would speak of great
meditative poems without including .Job, or of love
peoms without naming 7%e Song of Solomon. 1 have
friends who do not like to read any modern poetry
soon after .Job because it seems formal and stilted,
and I generally feel the same about taking up most
poets when Leawves of grass is still fresh in my mem-
ory. Meter and rime are coming to mean less to us
as necessities than they used to. For most readers
these conventions still please more when present in
poetry than when away, buta good many people
with very sound and true tastes, though liking as
much as ever meter and rime where it 1s found,
have let their artistic hearts expand enough to ad-
mit fondness for mere rhythm as well. I think
Whitman has done more for this new widening of
literary toleration than any other man. ‘“‘How
poetical certain passages in Charlotte Bronte’s novels
are!’’ says one of my friends. ‘“Where will you find
finer poetry than in the first eight verses of the last
chapter of Ecclesiates?’’ asks another.

So far, it is true, Whitman has been imitated
only a few times, and then with very poor success.
The chants of Edward Carpenter, Ernest Crosby,
and Horace Traubel mean less thau they might if
cast in conventional forms. The parodists have
given pretty good reproductions of Whitman’s
manner, but only one poem 1 have read shows what
Whitman’s freedom can do for the poet, if he does

123



not try to follow the mannerisms of the master, but
seeks only to adapt to his own genius the lessons he
has learned. In August, 1905, Mr. Richard Watson
Gilder wrote a piece called Zhere's No Place Like
the Old Place! for *0ld Home Week’ at Tyringham,
In its straightforword simplicity, lack of rhetorical
extravagances, and unhampered rhythm appear a
kind of significance which 1 prefer to believe pro-
phetic. I do not want to see metrical structures
abolished, but I think meter and rhythm are both
good, and that the poetic republic has plenty of
room g0 that one need not crowd the other.

The second great objection, rather ethical than
literary, is still being beat about like a tennis-ball
between rival parties. The artists of the world, let
it be said in their praise, hold to a belief 1n the In-
trinsic purity of the bodies of men and women.
““The man’s body 1s sacred, and the woman’s body 1s
sacred.’”” A certain school, as might be expected,
abuse their right to speak freely on this subject, and
make 1t the core of their artistic creations. Such of
course are fully as wrong as the ones who refuse to
admit the matter. Man has a body and a soul, and
although we believe the soul is far more important, we
have no right to leave out of consideration, after the
manner of puritanism, all allusions whatever to the
fleshy dwelling-place of the spirit, any more than we
have a right tospeak of the physical nature onl y while
the mind is left out of the count. KEither extreme is

a Ylolation of proportion, and either shows self-con-
sciousness. If you are silent about the body vou

may show you are prudish, and if your creation ex-
hibits a marked re-action from that tend
seem to be knowin

of a convention wh

| lency, you
gly a kicker against the pricks

ich you hate rather than inno
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cently disregard. The hater of a convention is a
poor weapon against it. He does not lessen its et-

fectiveness by setting himself opposedly over against
it (except in the case where the convention 1s wrong,

not mere folly) for that is likely to arouse the ire of
its followers. He must go ahead on his own way,
and show no sign of being drawn to it or repelled from

it. Whitman has a vast deal of self-restraint in this
regard. He strongly disapproved of the false mod-
esty that damns the confession of bodily delights,
but he does not go out of his way to strike at 1t. In
Children of Adam he would have ranged himself on
the side of prudes as the Arch-Prude if he had left
out of his poem the power of sex, so potent in the
lives of all the Children of Adam. He touches up-
on 1t 1n passing with no sign of anything but that
calm oriental gravity which the literature of the
West needs badly enough, good people know.

Whether future writing will be much influenced
by Whitman’s attitude toward this matter, is
still a mooted question. The fact, however, that
many critics of today can write of this phase of
Whitman’s genius calmly and judiciously proves that
something has already been done in the right direc-
tion. At least, an intelligent public is no longer
outraged at the mere suggestion of sex topics, and
perhaps eyes are beginning to be opened upon a saner
outlook.

One aphorison of Whitman we must never lose
sight of while we are trying to make an estimate of
him: ‘““Dominion strong is the body’s; dominion
stronger 1s the mind’s.” Remember that when you
hear him assailed as a materialist. Remember that
when you hear him cried out against as an exalter of
the body at the expense of the soul. Remember that
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when you hear him cursed as a degrader of mind and
a destroyer of mental virtues. He is not one of these
things, and you will never be persuaded to believe it
if you will turn now and then to the watchword of
his creed, “‘Dominion strong is the body’s; dominion
stronger is the mind’s.”

In the first paper on this poet I tried to make
plain to you how much he valued the literatures of
the past, how much he disliked the importation of ex-
otic literary ideals into America, and {what was his
judgment upon his contemporary countrymen. I am
convinced that prognostications as to his probable in-
fluence upon writers yet tocome 18 vain, and that it
will better illustrate the man I want you to see, if 1
tell you what he hoped would be the fruit of the fu-
ture, and the ways he thought must be walked in by
those who were to follow his 1deals.

Whitman’s deep hopefulness was always sowing
the future with the seed of great things for his native
land. Believing that Democracy was to be the means,
and the United States the agent for the reforming
and salvation of the world from the destroying com-
plexity of feudal castes and superstitions, he believed
that Democracy could not be properly won to the
earth until 1t should be properly hymned in the
writings of some mighty primal bard. ‘I sav that

........ what finally and only is to make our \\:esten;
world a nationality superior to any hither Known
and outtopping the past, must be vigorous, y |
susp?cted li_te.ratures, perfect personalities and 8OC1-
ologies, original, transcendantal, and expressing

(what, in highest sense, are not yet express’q at all)
Democracy and the modern.” “QOur

want today in the United States,
plest reference to present conditions,
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ture, is of a class, and the clear idea of a class, of
noted authors, literatures, far different, far higher
in grade than any yet known, sacerdotal, modern,
fit to cope with our occasions, lands, permeating the
whole mass of American mentality, taste, belief,
breathing into it a new breath of life, giving it de-
cision, affecting politics far more than the popular
superficial sufferage, with results inside and under-
neath the elections of Presidents or Congresses—
radiating, begetting appropriate teachers, schools,
manners, and, as its grandest result, accomplishing
(what neither the schools nor the churches and the
clergy have hitherto accomplished, and without
which this nation will no more stand, permanently,
soundly, than a house will stand without a sub-
stratum) a religious and moral character beneath the
political and productive and intellectual bases of the
state, for know you not, dear, earnest reader, that
the people of our own land may all read and write,
and may all possess the right to vote—and yet the
maln thing may may be entirely lacking?—-(and this
to suggest them. )’’

““Remember also this fact of difference, that,
while through the adtique aud through the mediae-
val ages, highest thoughts and ideals realized them-
selves, and their expression made its way by other
arts, as much as, or even more than by, technical
literature, (not open to the mass of persons, or even
to the majority of eminent persons,) such literature
in our day and for current purposes, is not only more
eligible than all the other arts put together, but has
become the only general means of morally influenec-

ing the u'forld. Painting, sculpture and the dramatic
theater, it would seem, no longer play an indispens-
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able or even an important part in the workings and
mediumship of intellect, utility, or even high esthet.-
i0s. Architecture remains, doubtless with capacities,
and a real future. Then music, the combiner, noth.-
ing more spiritual, nothing more sensuous, a god, yet
completely human, advances, prevails, holds highest
place; supplying in certain wants and quarters what
nothing else could supply, yet in the civilization of to-
day it is undeniable that, over all the arts, literature
dominates, serves beyond all-—shapes the character of
church and school—or, at any rate, is capable of do-
ing so. Including the literature of science, its scope
indeed unparall’d.”’

There is more evident in these passages than a
belief that literature shall be a dominant factor 1in
shaping democracy, there is a hint in the direction
of what democracy means. A good many people
will say of Whitman that he preaches a system that
will reduce all to the same level, and that by the
creed he celebrates the tramp or the debauchee is as
admirable a character as the man of prudence and
virtue. No so. The *“*good gray poet’’ looked about
him and saw that the sacredness of the individual
soul was often unheeded, and that the humble per-
son was sorely in need of a powerful champion. It
1s 1n this spirit he celebrates ‘‘the divine average'.
He (.loes not believe that equality means equalit‘y of
at:tamment, but equality of start. Democracy Sig-
nifies th_e removal of a{'bitrary handicaps from every
runner in the race of life. But men, though creatv:l
politically equal, are not born mentally equal
just as there must be leaders in the polbit-ic '
cia:I spheres, so the spheres of thought a ‘
ralse up their captains. One caste
willing should exist, and be acknowle
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tent, the caste of the thinker. In this ugalnl _8re
divisions, and to the artist, and moreover, the 1f.er-
ary artist, he assigned the place of greatest effective-
ness. What sort of literature does he mean? Let
me quote again.

«Before proceeding further, it were perhaps
well to diseriminate on certain points. Literature
tills its crops in many fields, and some may flourish,
while others lag. What I say in the vistas (Demo
eratic Vistas) has its main bearing on imaginative
literature, especially poetry, the stock of all. In the
department of science, and the specialty of journal-
ism, there appear, in these states, promises, per-
haps fulfilments, of highest earnestness, reality, and
life. These, of course, are modern. But in the reign
of imaginative, spinal and essential attributes, some-
thing equivalent to creation 1s, for our age and lands,
imperatively demanded. For not only 1s 1t not
enough that the new blood, new frame of democracy
shall be vivified and held together merely by politi-
cal means, superficial suffrage, legislation, ete., but
1t 1s clear to me that, unless it goes deeper, gets at
least as firm and as warm a hold in men’s hearts,
emotions and belief, as, in their days, feudalism or
ecclesiasticism, and inaugurates its own perennial
sources, welling from the center forever, its strength

will be defective, its growth doubtful, and its main
charm wanting. ?’

.An.d this magnificent literature to be
S0 mgmﬁc.ant, what is it to be? First of all
a reflection of Nature. *Democracy most of all

aflliliates Wlth. the open air, ig sunny and hardy and
sane only with Nature—just as much a8 Art is

Something i§ required to temper both—to check
them, restrain them from éxcess, morbidity |
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so far as the Old World was concerned, he was un-
willing that any shadow of them should fall upon the
new autochthonie literature which America was to
bring forth. ‘‘Will the day ever come—no matter
how long deferred—when those models and lay-fig-
ares from the British islands—and even the precious
traditions of the classics—will be reminiscences,
studies only? The pure breath, primitiveness,
boundless prodigality and amplitude, strange mix-
ture of delicacy and power, of continence, of real
and ideal, and of all original and first-class elements,
of these prairies, the Rocky mountains, and of the
Mississippi and Mirissou rivers—will they ever ap-
pear in, and 1n some sort form a standard for our
poetry, and art? (I sometimes think that even the
ambition of my friend Joaquin Miller to put them
in, and illustrate them, places him ahead of the

whole crowd.)”’
Before Whitman had published his famous 1856

edition he had already defined in his mind the great
American poet of the future, and his idea never
changed. How much his work loses or gains by
such a rigid adherence to an early standard, we can-
not know. That he did not depart from it, his
late works certify.

“Kxtreme caution or prudence, the soundest or-
ganic health, large hope and comparison and fond-
ness for women and children, large alimentiveness
and causality, with a perfect sense of the oneness of
nature, and the propriety of the same spirit applied
to human aflfairs, are called up of the float of the
brain of the word to be parts of the greatest poet
from his birth out of his mother’s womb, and from
her birth out of her mother’s,”

“The direct trial of him who would be the groatest
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poet is to-day. If he does not flood I im ;_ 
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. nmediate age as with vast oceanic fic
not himself the age transfigured— o coees
merge in the general run, and wait .hll deve opme
““The expression of the American |
transcendent and new. It is to be indirect, ar d ne
direct or descriptive or epic. Its quality goes thr L “
these to much more.  Let the age and wars of other
nations be chanted and their eras and characters
be illustrated, and that finish the verse. Not so the =
psalm of the republic. Here the theme is crea-
tive, and has vista. Whatever stagnates in the float £
of custom or obedience or legislation, the great
never stagnates. Obedience does not master him, he
masters it. High up out of reach he stands, turning
a concentrated light—he baffles the swiftest runners
as he stands, and easily overtakes and envelopes
them. The time straying toward infidelity and con-
fectionsand persiflage he withholds by steady faith.”?
*“The power to destroy or remould 1s freely used

by the greatest poet, but seldom the power of attack.
What 1s past 1s past. If he does not expose superior
models, and prove himself by every step he takes, he
18 not what 1s wanted. The presence of the great
poet conquers—not parleying, or struggling, or any
prepared attempts.” “The greatest poet hardly
knows pettiness or trivality. If he breathes into
anything that was before small, it dilates with the
grandeur and life of the universe. He is a seer—he
18 1ndividual—he is complete in himself—the
are as good as he, only he sees it, and they do n
“The land and sea, the animals fishes and bo

the sky of heaven and the orbs, | o

tains andirivers, are not small the




dignity which always attach to dumb, real objects —
they expect him to indicate the path between reality
and their souls. Men and women perceive the
beauty well enough—probably as well as he.”” “They
can never be assisted by poets to perceive—some
may, but they never can.’”” ‘‘All beauty comes from
beautiful blood and a beautiful brain.’

“The known universe has one complete lover,
and that is the greatest poet. He consumes an eter-
nal passion and i1s indifferent which chance happens,
and which possible contingency of fortune or mis-
fortune, and persuades daily and hourly his deli-
cious pay.’’ ‘‘His love above all love has leisure and
expanse—he leaves room ahead of himself. He 1
no 1irresolute or suspicious lover—he 18 sure—hs
scorns 1ntervals. His experience and the showers
and thrills are not for nothing. Nothing can jar
him—suffering and darkness cannot—death and fear
cannot. To him complaint and jealousy and envy
are corpses buried and rotten in the earth—he saw
them buried. The sea is not surer of the shore, or
the shore of the sea, than he is of the fruition of his
love, and of all perfectlon and beauty.’”’

““‘Past and present and future are not disjoined
but joined. The greatest poet forms the consistence
of what i1s to be, from what has been and is.”” ‘‘The
greatest poet does not moralize or make applications
of morals—he knows the soul.”’

‘*He swears to his art, I will not be meddle-
some. I will not have in my writings any elegance,
or effect, or orginality, to hang in the way between
me and the rest like curtains. I will have noth-
ing in the way, not the richest curtains,?’

“The messages of great poems to each man and
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woman are, come to us on equal terms
you understand us. We are no bett

What we enjoy you may enjoy.”
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and its practical movements are no che
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greatest poet, but always his enc '+
support.” *‘Great is the faith of the flush o
edge, and of the investigation of the de ths ¢
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the soul of the poet, yet is president of 1
ways.”
«‘Men and women, and the earth and all 1pon
are to be taken as they are, and the investigation ¢
their past and present and future shall be intermit:
ted, and shall be done with perfect candor.......
The great master has nothing to do with miracles.
He has health for himself in being one of the mass—
he sees the hiatus in singular eminence.” T R
“In the make of great masters the idea of poli-
tical liberty is indispensable. Liberty takes the
adherence of heroes wherever man and woman exist
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—but never takes any adherence or welcome from

the rest more than from poets. They are the voice and
exposition of liberty.?”’ e
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There will soon be no more priests. Their
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work 1s done. A new order shall arise, and they

shall be the priests of man, and every man shall b L
his own priest. They shall find their j

- nspiration m
real objects today, symptoms of the past and future.

They shall not deign to defend immortality or

or the perfection of things, or liberty, or the ex-

quisite beauty and reality of the soul ’ Mgk

arise in America, and be : hall

mainder of the e;,rth.” i ‘rom She
This then is Whitman’s cone ;18

and function of the great poet,
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life in trying to realize the ideal in himself, and he
did as well as he could. The terrible disappoint-
ment which he must have felt at his unfriendly re-
ception never soured him, but to the very last he
preserved the fine calm of self-confidence and bal-
ance. The great tragedy in Whitman’¢ career is
that the “‘divine average’” which he so much loved,
the ‘“‘powerful uneducated person,’”” will never give
a snap of his finger for the stoutest champion he ever
ever had in America. To the future the “*Good Gray
Poet’” must look.

" Poets to come ! orators, singers, musicians to come !
Not to-day 1s to justify me, and answer what | am for;
But you, a new brood, native, athletic, continental, greater than

before known,
Arouse | Arouse---for you must justily me---you must answer.

| myself but write one or two indicative words for the future,
| but advance a moment, only to wheel and hurry back in the

darkness.

| am a man who, sauntering along, without fully stopping, turns a
causual look upon you, and then averts his face,

Lzaving it to you to prove and define it,

Expecting the main things from you.”
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N attempting, at the suggest ﬂfL

the present article on the a.,,, "'
- tinent topie, the author feoll '
ditions so far as they relate to our H "
politics are not at all characterized by an} '
crying vices, but on the contrary that our
affairs are usua,lly conducted with a consider
oree of real dignity and sobriety. It will be t}
pose of this paper to merely consider oem
phases of the subject, to point out some w
in our political methods and customs, and &
some possible remedies.

That college politics are essentially an&'
mentally very similar to politics generally, is a
ent to anyone who has ,devoted any serious ﬁﬁon
to the matter. The college community is to a
degree an accurate counterpart of a corpora,te oom- _
munity in the outside world. While its members
perhaps guided more largely by the higher academ v
1deals of scholarship and culture, anent the ideal of =
citizenship, which is more modern and not so m-,
herent in the original and abiding intention of the b _jii?;--i_-
college, the two communities are on the same plane. “’5
In casting his vote in the academic community tho E

».f '

college student 1s usually influenced by motives very :@

"F

much akin to those which affect the citizen in exer- ff?
cising his elective franchise in the outside world. -
In the minature world of the college, the liti
problems which arise and the methods by which ¢

are solved are the same as those which arise l»nd
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settled in any other than collegiate environs. And,
humiliating as the admission may be, college politics
are also in some instances pervaded by the same con-
dition, called ‘“‘rottenness’ by the street, which is so
distinctive of some of our city precinets; for the
Quays and the Crokers, the heelers and bosses may
flourish in the cultured atmosphere of the educational
center as well as among the corruptionists of vice-

ridden municipalities.

Happily, however, the average college student
casts his vote deliberately, conscientiously and with
sincerity. Rarely is a student actuated by unworthy
motives, and while deals and combinations are some-
times resorted to, political methods resembling those
of the outside world are commonly frowned upon.
Above all things the aspirant after a student office
must sedulously cultivate the appearance of dignity
and respectability., Of disreputable methods the
politics of the University of Illinois are singularly

free and against them the charge of corruption can-
not be justly brought.

There 18 however, one great, overshadowing and
palpable defect in the politics of the University of
Illinois, and that is indifference, indifference in
supervision on the part of the University adminis-
tration and 1indifference in the attitude of the stu-
dent toward the proper conduct of undergraduate
affairs. A second evil, which 1is the natural out-
growth of this spirit of indifference, is that our
politics are unintelligent and ignorant,

In regard to the first, it is perfectly obvious that
where a spirit of unconcern exists among the stu-
dents themselves and there are not faculty restrictions,
abuses are bound to creep in, Until the last few
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years the freshman have been permitted, ip thejp |
ultra-verdant stupidity, to pursue their own coyrgeg
in perfecting their class organizations. At their firgt
meetings they have been left in infantile helplegs. |
ness, entirely independent and unguided by the
wisdom of any councellor, whose experience hag
taught him that the first 1mpulses of a vigorous,
enduring, class spirit must be engendered at the
initial class meeting. There 18 no single event in the
entire career of a class which works more permanent
injury to 1t, causes more disruption, friction and
final absolute indifference, than these early meetings
while the class is yet in its embryonic state. Itis
there that the unity and the individuality of the
class is crystallizing out of an inharmonions and dis-
organized mass of conflicting elements. The con-
duct of a class at its first meeting is too notorious to
need extended mention here. A few men with more
brawn than brains, who have gained a little notor-
iety in an athletic way, are hastily elected to fill the
class offices, the beefiest man is elected to lead the
color rush and a committee 1s speedily appointed to
frame a constitution. This latter committee 1n-
variably acts with even more haste than did the
class in appointing it, and with little thought and
consideration formulates a set of rules probably
modelled after a high-school debating society; rules
intended to govern the actions of a class during the
four years of organic life!
| It is in this matter of a constitution that a most
disastrous I.nista.ke is made. There is generally little
Or no provision made for the appointment of com-
Eﬁ:?:ﬁ s n;) tll‘l?gulation-s deﬁning. their power and
eir disposition, and pitifully weak
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rules relating to financial administration generally.
During the experience of the author, no class has
yet made a regulation in its constitution or otherwise,
stating accurately what shall be the remuneration of
the managers of the ILLIO, or what shall be the dis-
position of the profits of the Cotillion, the Prom and
the Senior Ball, and how possible deficits in each in-
stance shall be met. All these, the most important
matters with which a class has to deal, are left to
hazy custom and obscure tradition. Is there any
wonder that there are occasional disputes, such as we
recently witnessed 1n the case of the Junior Cap
Committee, or that the mutterings of the muck-raker
have whilom been heard insinuating dark and vile
things?

This one of the conditions for which adequa te
remedy cannot be provided by the undergraduates
themselves. The solution of the problem can be
found only in the judicious supervision and proper
guldance of the college authorities.

The previously mentioned apathy of the student
body towards matters political 1s deplorable from
every point of view. It fails to bring out the
strongest and ablest candidates for elective positions,
and 1t places the control of affairs in the hands
of a few whose interests may be based on worthy
motives or not, and it conduces to lax management
generally. The right degree of interest and enthu-
asm displayed in class affairs brings out the most
competent men, and a properly conducted campaign
gives everyone an opportunity of becoming ac-
quainted with those who are candidates for class
honors. There have been at least two instances in
the history of the present senior class where semester
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candidate in the field and barely onongh
constitute a quorum, the latter being plac

ridiculously low number of twenty-five. For

time past the athletic managerships and po.jﬁm m W
the the Athletlc Board have gone begging. onl,, 1

tion of funds. Within comparatively recent ﬁm
three undergraduate publications have been grossly L
mismanaged and the sole criticism consisted of sun-

dry facetious intimations of “oraft’’. Such mpmp
indifference is scarcely caleulated to best conserve
the interests of the student body.

If we seek the cause of these disheartening con-
ditions we may find that it perhaps lies to
some extent in the fact that in our college elections
no real issues are ever presented. It is the excep-
tional case where,1n an election, any important ques-
tions of policy are involved., The student policy 18
cenerally the same and college political campaigns
are not based upon any very definite platforms of
principles. 1t is one of the fundamentals of a dem- 3
ocracy, and a college cummunity should be the most

perfect of democracies, that candidates are elected to
office upon two considerations; first, the avowd
policy of the candidate if elected and second, his
ability to put such a policy into operation and to ad- | &
minister the affairs of the office with a proper de- '.*'
gree of efficiency and success. o

In our own elections the first elem
ent is al L

zether lacking and the second is invariabl 60- ,_
of. The issue then merel




telligent voting should rest.  While this fact, then,
accounts for the general feeling of indifference, it 18
also the basis of the second charge that our politics
are unintelligent and ignorant; for it is contended
that whenever a vote 'is cast on any other grounds
than a candidate’s avowed policy or his personal abil-
ity it is the result of a lack of sound political intelli-
gence and is detrimental to the well-being of the body
politic.

Everyone is familiar with the different cam-
paign cries devised for various occasions and usually
conceived in the fecund brain of a future Roger C.
Sullivan. One of the most common arguments with
which our young politician assaills our intelligence
and which has absolutely no bearing on the candi-
date’s qualifications, 1s that his candidate needs the
position for financial reasons. No argument more
absurd, yet more persuasive with the shallow and
the senfimental can be conceived. Student offices
are not a charity for individuals in feeble pecuniary
straits but they are a trust, particularly when lucra-
tive, and should go only to those who are competent
to administer them. Nothing but the most insipid
sentimentalism can induce one to vote on any other
grounds.

Again we are sometimes told that a candidate
who has gained some prominence by previous parti-
cipation in student affairs and perhaps demonstrated
exceptional ability, has ““had enough.” One might
suppose that the student body should place a dis-
qualification on ability and experience! 1Isthe stu-
dent who has done nothing and exhibited little in.
terest in college activities to be especlally eligible
for future distinction? Of such demagogery, I am
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sure the purest simpleton in the y =4 i'--. _
side world could not be convicted. 5.
Another species of electioneering w
ishes to a greater or a less extent, is thot
tion of the candidates. It has oceurrod w
observation of the author that when noﬂﬂ else
could be said against a candidate, his H o
have resorted to personal slander in order to ¢
away the votes of the co-eds and others sxmilarly
ceptible to the influence of gossip. The record of ti

08 class is marred by at least two instances in whi¢

the casting of disparaging personal remarks at eor.
tain of the candidates was a factor in securing a
larce number of feminine votes, indeed sufficient to

directly affect the result of the election. It is _.
not the intention here to brlng a trenchant in-
dictment against female suffrage but it is never-
theless patent to all familiar with the facts that a
vast majority of the co-eds who vote at all, do so un-
der the influence of half a dozen words between classes
in University Hall. ‘While this practice does not yet
obtain to an alarming extent, it should be a matter
of keenest regret that it should prevail at all.

There 1s another factor in Illinois politics without
mention of which the present article must be incom-
plete, viz., the influence of the fraternities. In
times remote the fraternity element was a constant
source of strife and division in every affair of a
political nature. The fraternity and the non-fra-
ternity men constituted two distinet factions, vio- { “
lently and unalterably opposed to each other. The Fus
issue in every election was whether a ““barb’? or' *

“frat”’ man should be successful. Of recent years, I" y
however, there has been a gratifying tendency away
from this old spirit of antagonism. It is no longtr
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important whether a candidate is a fraternity man
or not. In most cases there is a disunion among
the fraternities themselves on political questions.
In recent times, there has been only one instance,
the 08 ILLIO election, in which the issue involved
the fraternity question. In that hotly contested
struggle the ‘“barbs’ and fraternities were solid in
their opposition to each other, and their compara-
tive strength was fairly tested. The ‘*Barbs’ or in-
dependents were defeated, through disorganization
and lack of competent leadership. The issue in this
case was the exceptional one, however, and the un-
happy distinction between the ‘*barb’’ and *‘frat’
man 1s rapidly fading away.

The position of the ILLINI in undergruade poli-
tics cannot properly be omitted 1n a discussion of
this subject. Fortunately for the peace of the Uni-
versity and the prosperity of the paper itself, the
University Dailly never allows 1tself to become un-
duly involved 1in class politics. That is to say 1t
never takes sides in a campaign, beyond a dignified
announcement of the candidates and what they have
~ done for their institution. There is never any elation
- over a result or any criticism of methods. From
- partisanship and the sensationalism of scandal and
- graft it keeps aloof. In the rare instances in which
‘the “‘official organ’ does essay to plunge its rake in-
' the muck of the University, it seldom brings
out anything but broken prongs.

University of Illinois politics, then, are not cor-
1pt or inherently evil in any respect, but they are
sterized by an atrophied public spirit. And for
118 provulmg attitude of indifference no immediate
can be auggested Our salvation lies in the
2 of a vigorous, intelligent and unified class
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spirit based upon an alert and self-conscious atten.
tion to every affair of public concern on the part of
every individual student. Every student must real-
ize that now in the shadows of the chill walls of
learning he 1s acquiring the rudiments of the great
political game of the outside world, in which he must
soon, as a citizen, make his influence count. One of
the most palpable tendencies of the day is that of the
college trained man to enter politics. And to what
extent his participation in it shall count for the bet-
terment and the uplifting of conditions. depends
largely upon the degree in which the principles of
honesty and courage, the love of truth and fair play
have saturated his conscience while in contact with
the academic environment where the 1deal 1s master.




ULLA
Lroyp GLOBE

She stood there waiting at the market-place,

A quaintly shapen jar upon her head,

Then turning, with shy glance and doubtful tread,
Passed down the row of stalls, her girlish face

With a sweet timidity and just a trace
Of mild confusion blooming there. Rose-red,
It deepened as bold youths would praise, instead
Of merchandise, her charms and gentle grace,
Oh! happy swain, who 'neath the olive trees
Shall read in those soft eyes a warmer glow
And mark upon her cheeks a rosier bloom
While am'rous eve's own lazy, loitering breeze
Shall idly sing of that glad overflow
From hearts so full they scarce have beating room!

_ACIR. CHRE

A SUMMER BLOSSOM

Lroyp GLOBE

| saw a maiden stand—

Deep hid in bloom were her bare feet

While upward reached the blossoms sweet
To kiss her dimpled hand.

And standing there she smiled—
So bright that dancing sunbeams played
In radiant circles 'round the maid

That she, this happy child,

Seemed but a blossom grown
A little taller and more fair

Than any other blooming there,
Brighter and fuller blown.
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FROM THE GERMAN OF nml’l
2U DEN REISE
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HERE are still a few ootnvo
so I will tell one more sbory-—it
W ning thru my head since yest

out of the life of Charles V. Now lthli
time since I heard it, and I do not

circuinstances any more. Such thlngl m
gotten, if one does not get a fixed alu'y
off the old stories every semester from a cop;
But it is worth something, altho the
dates of the story have escaped the men
its spirtual significance, its moral, has been retaine
It is just this which I cannot forget and which 1 If Al
me sadly to tears. 1 am afraid I am gotbm;
The poor Kaiser had been taken prmonﬁt

foes and lay closely imprisoned. 1 think lt
Tyrol. There he sat in his lonely grief, deserted by
all his knights and countries, and no one m f-f 18
rescue. 1 donot know whether he had alread  th
cheese-pale countenance that is shown in por ts '
him by Holbein, the disdainful lower lip m

out even farther than in the pictures. It was m
er that he despised the people who ftwned o
so devotedly under the sunshine of for
left him alone in his gloomy need. Thgh“ .

the prison door was opened, and the muffied &
& man entered. When the stranger had -
his cloak, the Kaiser l'%ogmnd hia . Siat Ay
von der Rosen, the Court Fool. It was he
bringing comfort and eounnl, ?""

Fool. n i




O German Fatherland! O dear German people!
I am thy Kunz von der Rosen. The man whose
proper duty was to while away thy time and who had
only to amuse thee in fortunate days, forces his way
into thy prison in time of need. Here under this
cloak 1 bring thy mighty sceptre and beautiful
crown—dost thou not know me, my Kaiser? If |
cannot set thee free, at least 1 will console thee, and
thou shalt have one with thee who will chat about
thy sorest aflliction, and encourage thee, and love
thee, and whose best joke and best blood are at thy
service. For thou, my people, art the true Kaiser,
the lord of the land—thy will 1s sovereign and far
more lawful than that Z7el est notre plaisir, which
appeals to a divine right without any other warrant
than the 1dle assurances of shaven jugglers—thy
will, my people, 1s the only just source of all power.
Althoagh now than liest low in thy fetters, in the
end thy rights will prevail, the day of liberation
draws near, a new period will begin—my Kaiser, the
night 1s past and outside the dawn is glowing.

Kunz von der Rosen, my Fool, thou art wrong,

1t 1s & shining ax that thou mistakest for
and the dawn 1s nothing but blood.

No, my Kaiser, it is the sun, although it eclimbs
up out of the west—for six thousand years man has
always seen 1t rise in the east, and now
that 1t make a change in its course.

. ) N
Kunz von der Rosen, my Fool, why, thou hast

lost the bells from thy red cap, and it has a most
strange look, that red cap.

Oh, my Kaiser, 1 have shaken my head over thy
need with such mad earnestness, that the foolish

bells have fallen from my cap; butit is not the worse
for that. J

the sun,

10 18 time

147


file:///vhof6

Kunz von der Rosen, my Fool, what is that
breaking and cracking out there?

Be still! That is the saws and axes, and soon
they shall break down the doors of thy prison and
thou shalt be free, my Kaiser.

Am I really Kaiser? Ah, indeed, 1t is the Fool
who tells me that 1 am.

O, do not sigh, my dear Master, the prison air
has discouraged thee. As soon as thou hast won back
thy power, again shalt thou feel the bold blood of a
Kaiser in thy veins and thou shalt be proud as a
Kaiser, and arrogant, and gracious, and unjust, and
smiling, and ungrateful, as princes are.

Kunz von der Rosen, my Fool, when thou art
free again, what wilt thou do then?

I shall sew new bells on my cap.

And how shall I reward thy fidelity?
O, dear Master, spare my life!




ESTIONS AND CRITIC-
TOR FOOBALL REFORM

C. J. MoYNIHAN

{ these days when almost every form of ac-
tiv:ty is subject to more or less eriticism by
J an awakened public, probably it would not
nconsistent to treat the collegiate game of foot-
and athletics in general in a more or less eritical
¥, exposing or rather collaborating its evils that
y might be eradicated or at least improved.

- Some time ago a justly excited conference, rep-
lentlng the most prominent universities of the
f} est assembled at Chicago and passed sweeping reso-
- Iations radically changing the game of football as
"' en played, lowering the cost of admission to
‘students, changintr the qualifications for freshmen
p&rtlmpatlon in athletics, and restricting 1n a meas-
~ure the eligibility of the ()ld men, and finally limit-
_':- ing the number of games to be played each year by
~any university.

J In the discussion of my subject it will be neces-
sary to criticize or approve, as the case may be, 1n a
very humble way, the action taken at that conference.

Did the game of football need changing? I think
80, beyond the question of doubt; and the new game
as played last fall not only justified all that was ex-
pected of it,but showed that in the future **beef’’ was
to be subservient to ““brains’ and *‘agility.”” There 1s
no questioning the fact that previous to the reformed
game a big, heavy, strong man was a much desired
quantity for the football squad, and being scarce was
made the subject of a bidding match, participated
in gometimes directly, and most times indirectly, by
almost every school in the country.
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Now things have materially opansedi inotezd
a number of earnest, hardworking, supple, *‘too.
light”’ men on the side lines, it is not an uncommon

thing to see the men of beef ocqupying t!lell‘ p!af:e
and the “midgets’”’ themselves lining up In Posltlo _
once occupied only by heavy fellows, POBltl_ODB nay |
the logical berths for the man of average avoirdupois,

This has produced a change sorely needed, for the
men now needed are far more numerous than the kind

once desired. This alone will stem 1n a great degree
the demand for wonders since the supply has been
increased. If the universities’ authorities will just
scrutinize closely and fairly the scholastic standing of *-
the men who are to represent them and allow only
those who can legitimately be called students to rep-
resent them, another greater and better step shall
have been taken. In the past it has not been uncom-
mon for a conditoned student heralded as an impos-
sibility as an athletic aspirant, to take his examina-
tion the night before or the day of, a big athletic
meet or contest to appear on scheduled time for the
contest. Whether this 1s due to his really having
passed his examination successfully or to the over-
anxiety of a professor who imagines his popularity
hinges on the result of the try, I do not know. It
seems to me that matters would move more smoothly
if no such examinations were allowed at all; yet at
one great institution it is the rule.

Right here I might add that more real students
would represent our teams if only those who were
regularly matriculated members in some recognized
courses in the university were allowed to play; for it
18 a fact that too many students who take a smatter-
ing of courses are allowed to play the game. If they
are incapable at the end of their first year of becom
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ing regular second year guq
work in order to improye tlxei:‘(\if:ﬁthey nood more

ball or any other branch of athloeti cie‘ney... v
their defect. If they are mmioma will not improve

| . us to participate in
athlotics such a restriotion should prove an in;entive
to them. '

[ have always been an enthusiastic supportor of
the agitation for lower gate roecoipts, for I think re-

turns of Trom §10,000 to $85,000 per year too
much to be put 1in the hands of irresponsible man-

agements. In our own case, with a consorvative,
honest administrator or financial oflicer this would

work no harm; but in other places where from $30,-
000 to $4H,000 18 spent for foot ball preparation alone,
surely there is at the least; a *‘looseness’ about ac-
counting which gives one reasonable grounds for vari-
ous suppositions—grafting, paying of plavers, and
too fancy keeping of some. Not so much red tape
ghould characterize the purchasing of student tickets,
" They should be sold as cheaply as possible, for this
- person we call the student is eloser of Kin to his fel-
low students who represont the various athleties than
~any other clasgs.  He files out to see them train each
~ day and lends them welcome encouragement when

~ they need it. While going to school he is a non-
producer, and as such is helped materially
~ by any decrease in expenses.  He deserves almost to
~ get in for nothing if financial support can be got for
~ the teams by any other measure, such as an increase
~in price to those not aflilintod with the university.

Th. rullng in regard to l;rulm\gillﬂ the time
or freshmen participation in athletics was most
'_; needed, and in a groat measuro has tended to
away with proselyting, but the ruling about three

‘men! Was there over anything more nongeni-
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cal? In my mild endeavor to defend the enactors of
that rule I have said that they regarded their action
in regard to the other prohibitions not radical
enough. So they put several extremely radical reso-
lutions in a hat, shook them up and drew one out.
This was the one. By all means if men are to be
prevented from playing in games or contests, such
times of prevention should all be concentrated at
the beginning if the most good 1s desired : for in my
opinion a man’s second year 1s more valuable to him
than his fourth. g R

The lessening of the number of games fromany
number a university could play during a seasonto
five was a little too arbitrary, I think. Football re-
quires some little experience before a man can play
it with any degree of courage, and five gamesis an
insufficient number to give him what he needs most
—practice and experience. Since the afternoonson
which a team could and would plav varsity games is
spent 1n practicing with second teams, no time is
saved. Besides, would this not in a measure lessen
the cost for the spectators, if the number of games
were 1ncreased—thereby producing not quite so good
an average of receipts, but resulting in a greater
total?

After all, considering the haste with which the
conference acted, their measures have proved far
better than many people prophesied. Some of the
reformation they started needs continued improve-
ment until the cause is removed. The bad they
brought can easily be dispensed with.

Much depends on the students and athletes
whether conditions of themselves will improve or
deteriorate. Kach should have regard for the reputa-
tion of the institution of which each is a member,
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ad if he will but conscientiously act, accordingly
~ much good can be done; for bad conduct has been
one of the threadbare criticisms on the part of even
~ friends of college athletics.

(Good scholarship and unimpeachable morals in
themselves a goal to be jealously attained as well as
retained, are within the reach of all and should be

the qualifications especially for athletes; for known
probably better than the average student, they can

make themselves examples to be followed; while
imitation will result more from daily acts and ac-
tions than from reputation.

If only all the universities would make their in-
sane desire for winners subservient to qualifications
which will better fit and prepare men for life (in-
stead of for a temporary illuminating period) instead
of ruin their chances altogether, our athletics should
be above reproach. The success of a university team,
I maintain, does not depend on a comparison of de-
feats and victories. Of course a mad-like aggrega-
tion, cheering with unbounded excitement may at
times seem aggrieved, but after due deliberation they
are better satisfied, or ought to be, to know that the
teams they urge are composed of student calibre,
men with whom they find themselves in daily touch.
It is singular, too, to know that the most heralded
rooters in the west are right here in our own institu-
tion. In the near future their labors are surely to be
- rewarded and when such shall come to pass they will
- enjoy a victory of double sweetness, because they
~ won and because real students won it.
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How many people realize the value of New Year
resolutions? ‘The man who solemnly resolves to do
just as he pleases all year is generally about the only
one who has no broken record to reprove him at the
end of a month, but even ordinary people who learn
from January 1 to January 10 how strong the hold of
folly 1s, still respect themselves a little because they
can remember the virtuous glow which they
felt when they resolved to tread on tyrant custom
and prick the bubblesof foolish vanities, There was
once a man in the country who swore off swearing
with elaborate ceremonies and declared that he was
firmly of the mind to keep the Third Commandment
—only it was unfortunate that his inaceurate scholar-
ship made him say Fourth Commandment—as care-
fully as Abraham or Noah ever did. The very next
morning he slipped down the snowy steps, and
though he broke no bones he did not pick up his reso-
lutions whole (still he may have kept it as well as
Abraham or Noah used to under like provocation),
Afterwards in telling about it he always forgot this
full, and later came to believe that his resolution
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was still intact. In this belief he rid himself of his
ejaculatory habit, and when he was old became a
Sunday school teacher, whom the ladies admired
very much. Now it 18 evident that if he had let his
mind dwell upon this little slip instead of his good
intention, he might have been lost and all his virtue
wasted. As i1t was he drew all the good he could
from a fertile custom and let mistakes go by on the
other side.

The 1llinois 1s hopeful that the discussions of cur-
rent topics which this number contains will do what
they are intended to do, create a feeling of interest
in things which go on at the University and an intel-
ligent consideration of them from different points of
view. Casual gossiping does not bring out much
about any subject and 1t 1s only when some certain
alert mind has devoted considerable attention to it,
that a start 18 made toward a fair understanding of
the situation. If we let some one furnish a substan-
tial hub for our thoughts on important college themes
we can furnish a good many spokes without knowing
we are helping to build up a wheel of intellectual
progress. In publishing these articles the magazine
hopes to furnish the incentive to a larger and broader
interest than is commonly manifested even by the
more original students in questions that concern the
vitality of Illinois.



MERRIMENT

WHAT I FEAR

Love is blindl My love can see
Many virtues not in me,

And she says they are my own
Much to my confusion.

If I show my love that |
Do not everything | try,

She says very hopefully
“But you'll do it by-and-by.”

When | say | can not be
Ha'ft as excellent as she,
“Modesty,” she smiling says,
“Very worthy of my praise!”

Now | know ['m very good,
And do always as | should,

Yet | fear some shght alarm
[ est laudation do me harm.

Every man well knows that he

Cannot bear it quietly,

And | fear that I shall fall
Almost egotistical.

W

DOWNCAST JENNIE

When playful Joe took Jenny out
Upon the chff beyond the town

And pushed her off with gleeful shout,

No wonder Jenny felt cast down!
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