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The College Man and the War

By EomMunDp JaNes James
President of the Univcrsitv

l‘\”:ll{“* of the Class of ll_JlH:

i take keen plt';lﬁllt'(‘ in W(‘It‘t,lnlillg
the great fellowship of
fllege men and women. [t 15 a fraternity
hlth you well be ]}I‘Uud to join.
§ is broadly extended not only through
o land, but through all lands. The bond
blding us together is a very subtle—not
asily explainable—but nevertheless a very
eal and compelling bond. In all the years
b come, no matter where you may be,
inder whatever circumstances you may
ve, if you run across a fellow alumnus
i your Alma Mater on sea or land, in
alley or on mountain, in desert or jun-
gie, though you may never have known
)r even seen him or been in college with
im, though you may be half as old or
wice as old, vet when vou know that you
and he were at the University of Illi-
:_is,—--I will not say together, for his
Class may have been 1870 and vours 1018,
i1 subject may have been Greek and
yours Mathematics,—yet in spite of it all,
you will both experience a strange warm-
g of the heart as you grasp each oth-
ers hands, and the fountains of emotion
will flow again—no matter how old you
are you talk and think of old Iﬂmeh.
) Thu feeling of college fraternity is

you into

may

years to come, men who have studied at
Oxford or Cambridge or Paris or Padua
or Rome or Tokio, you will feel this same
strange companionship in the freemalomy
of college men and women. It is one of
the things best worth while as a result
of four years of college life and work.
What is the secret of this bond? It is
difficult to ascertain and analyze. But I
take it we shall find the chief reason in
the essential oneness of all college work
and effort. We were of much the same
age when in college. We were all trying
to find ourselves in this universe of mys-
fery.
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We walked along the same higl

paths, and peered out into the myster.m it
depths in front, behind, on either side, q

see what it all meant. We were
to prepare ourselves to run a wo
race, to do our share in the work of tk
world, to become a real part in M
finite process of life in wh :
ourselves. We were raising
questions, finding I:he me ans
ing unsettled the :
were r&adiut ﬂa
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isfying companionship ot the college men
and women of all countries and all times
you have a full “value received” for every-
thing which you have put into this enter-
prise of getting a college education—no
matter how much money or how much
brains or how much effort you have in-

vested in it
But there are other and even greater

things than this.

I congratulate you that you live in this
time and that vou are going out into a
wo:ld vastly full of wonderful opportuni-
ti«, such as did not greet us of a pre-
s generation.

In the first place you come into this
fife greatly welcomed, greeted with a glad

and hy men and forces which in times

hlﬂ.'. been accustomed to ignore or

' a and qualities of the

¥ .-Ej:_f‘*.l”-_- ﬁ ﬁé m of vear in which the

ne ‘mﬁ bem in the habit

great railway admmutrauom
branch of the Navy and Army, 4
’

to recommend to them mem'
student body.

There has been an equally in
demand for the services of m'.
members for positions with wh;Q

men have rarely been mentioned %
vious years.
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Why this sudden and cxtraar*_-ﬁ,_

mand for college men as such—
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ive oftentimes of special trammg@

nical preparation for specific tasks?

First of all of course, because of g
economic demand for physical labor &

erywhere—even for the physical

the college men—growing out of t "

traordinary world conditions now |
ing ; but still more from the sudden r¢
tion of the important things Iymg

basis of a great and complex civilt

@.t

which the flames of war have mac

ble.

tablc, is awful carﬂed on by

{."1-;
War, however justified, however 1
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4
f money as mereiy

which, 1t spent
an orderly plan over two gen-

~uld have made us scientifically

fighting.
Seientific men have urge d the

American people the necessity of Increas-
ing and improving our chemical and phys-
ical laboratories; of building and endow-
ing our biological institutes; of establish-
ing and equipping our departments of pub-
lic health: of increasing our food supply
by increasing and applying our knowledge
of scientific agriculture.

upon

Their cries have largely fallen upon deaf
ears—their voices have been of those
erying in the wilderness—made sick by
hope deferred, owing to the shortsighted-
ness and lack of public spirit of our
wealthy men or to the ignorance or sloth
of our statesmen.

And then the war comes. This is a cry
Wwe can all understand. We need materials,
which, if we had searched for them, we
should have found at home. We need sci-
~ entific apparatus which we might ourselves
- have produced instead of drawing it from
~ fterritory  now
 glass for example which in its best form
s mu only obtainable, in enemy hm

enemy; we need optical

1The nation has called for chemists ~

the thousand and the ten thOUlIﬂd- m
were they to come from? Only the uni-
versities could furmsh them. It m

physicists.
Only in the Universities.
psychologists. Whence were they to come?
Only from university laboratories,~the
establishment of which Government officials
had only a short time before declared was
no proper charge on federal funds, granted
for the purposes of higher education!
And so university men are thus in a
certain sense coming into their own, be-

cause the glare of bursting shells m
everywhere the scientific foundation of b

successful waging of a great war.

I can not but believe that this m
taught so plainly that a wayfaring man
though a fool can not mistake it, will “
deep into the hearts and minds of

.H
L

over and our victorious boys come r
ing home again with the W‘
dangling at the army’s belt, W

citizens and our legislators M
will vie with each other iﬁ

endowing by public M
greatest scientific {
has ever seen; l.hd

mlover thekmdmdml&nﬂ
W mhme.s and we. m
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followed 1n

lation to the lines of study |
) S

college. This, it seems 10 mE, s thf: mi f
significant for our future civilization ©

all the acts of the Government.

Here we have a recognition on
" of the Federal Government that men who
have done three or four years successful
work in college have acquired an alertness,
adaptability, an eoutlook, a fitness for un-
familiar tasks, a courage in the face of un-
expected difficulties which distinguish them
in a marked degree as a class from the
men who have not had this training and
makes it distinctly worth while, therefore,
to gamble upon putting them in charge of
new enterprises rather than their brothers
who have not had this training.

Of course, you can’t make hickory out of
buckeye or a silk purse out of a sow’s ear
—and no amount of college training will
supply brains or character and both are
: needed to make the successful man any-
where. You will remember that Cicero in
’f':;_.r;_;._ that interesting oration on the Poet Arch-
- ias says that “men have always disputed
- whether the training of the schools or nat-
4‘? f mﬂﬂ ability were the more important ele-

e

m in the highest success of men, but
g5, WI°Y are al agreed that when to great nat-
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and the S

e you op
Prospects,

You arc going ,M face CNOrmous burdﬂu
In your wOork tar heavier than any e
have lh'll’l tO carry in our g('ncrﬂlion_ le
will answer the call 1 am sure.

[ congratulate you again my young friends
in your coming into your majority, in your
beginning your active, independent Jife in
a world which will be vastly different and
in my opinion vastly better than that in
which we have been living,

You come in during the greatest war in
the history of the human race. It may be
you come in at the real beginning of the
war in order of time or about the middle
of it or as, I believe, toward the close—
and toward a victorious close for us. Be
that as it may, you are still young and
will see the benefits 1t will work out and
you will profit by them,

Other wars have been waged in the name
of freedom and humanity. They have
often resulted in a freedom for one nation
which enabled it to lord it over other na-
tions or enabled its privileged classes to
reign more absolutely over the lower
classes of the same nation. Other wars
have united many nations in pursuit of the
same end, viz: the overthrow of a power
seeking to establish universal dominion;
and the overthrow of such a power has
been followed by a kind of national free-
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succeeded republicanism and  Woodrow Wilson, Lloyd George and © ..:. "
niversal dominion overcame enceau and the like of them. B

the idea 0! al rights among nations Y A -
ihe notion of equal rights : g n; But the guaranties of a different ot i ‘

and men. | | , come are after all vastly greater and nm‘ (;H.
The uprising of the nations against Na- certain than the personality of indindu

poleon Was in the name of freedom and men even though they be as great as M

fiberty. The battle of Waterloo brought three.

. pational treedom from Napoleonic dicta- Slowly and irresistibly the issues M“’"” A
tion but did not bring political, religious framed themselves in this fierce confiict 4
or industrial liberty to the masses of the g4 that the nations one after another hﬁaé |
people 1N Germany, Russia or Austria. lined up and pledged their lives, *‘
On the contrary, the dynasties on the fortunes and their sacred honor to
deones of these nations succeeded at the maintenance of free government and M
Congress of Vienna and in the years im- treatment among all nations and all men.
mediately following in organizing a com- Nothing like it has ever happened b!fﬂ
bination of autocratic and despotic power in human history. |
to crush out every possible semblance of
political liberty for the masses of the
people in those and -other nations. And
the Holy Alliance, born of most unholy 1
parentage and guilty of the most unholy Independence: that all men are m |
- acts, was to turn back the wheels of pro- @and are entitled to certain - .
- gress and bring to naught as far as pos- rights among which are life, W nd s
sible the designs and purposes of the Great the pursuit of happiness, carrying high

hap(.'lc.m]ﬂ-u’tll

E,_

- Revolution. aloft on their banners the ‘m., e

AN

And in large part, it succeeded for erty, equality and fntm
- nearly half a century—this we should not And victory sooner “
forget at this juncture—in repressing all these legions with M
movements of progress toward the real- The Germans may
ization of these great ideals. they oRy pnuw m

Now we can not conceal the fact that
there is a certain fear on the part of many

ﬂlﬂt some such result may come out of
this conflict,

: I do not share this fear. The world con-
ns today are vastly different from
those of 3 century ago. Then the mfm‘

of nations had in form and fact m

ents aatocmt:c or lﬁﬁlﬂﬁnﬂé




a new earth

children, a new heaven and
here on this globe and during your lives
First of all we, that is the Allies, are com-
mitted to the creation of a real internation-
al law. not a mere collection of precedents,
Mluminated or darkened by the comments
of professors of international law in Ger-
man or Russian or French or American

or English Universities—but a real code of
enforcible precepts based upon ethical prin-
ciples.

A code in which the “might of right in-
stead of the right of might” shall be so
integrally incorporated that no doubt shall
exist as to the principle on which it is
based. We are all now committed to the
support of putting the idea of law—as
meaning something more than a disputed
custom into international relations; to vin-
dicate for righteous law the claim to be the
only real foundation stone of all national
and international action; to substitute the
reign of law dominated by ethical consid-
erations for the reign of might and force
~ based on national selfishness—to put in
ﬂn t-slme of &e idea af the mpremc self-
’ta. N M' i you please, supermoral and sap-

_at

on tte ﬂcﬁm ﬁi a moral he-
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come unih .41 and *«trt_ngthcncd
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With this formulation of our Views
sentiments we entered this great cop
and immediately our Allies accepted gy
statement of this i1ssue and thus it has
become the rallying cry of the Oppressed
nations throughout the world and all thege
great powers, England, France, Italy, Jap-
an, China, and the numerous smaller na.
tions, have solemnly undertaken to obserye
these principles.

It will be a new world when they shall
have been formally adopted and put intg
practice as they will be at the end of the
Great War,

In the second place, this war in its out-
come will, in my opinion, give an immense
impetus to the movement for democratic
government among the sons of men. It
will raise it and exalt it as the only pos-
sible form of the highest type of human
political organization. It will hold it high
advanced as the ideal toward which we
should strive with all our might and
strength and soul. All monarchical or
aristocratic remnants of prevwm stages of
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coming to S¢€¢ that thal \ small
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art of liberty. Liberty 1 4
{ 5 CONoOIIC !.‘Llll'lt}‘

Bve. and not negative.

tcllcxtual liberty, spiritua
real necessities of a life spe
happiness as political liberty
B A society in which every man 1s free to
lbace ahead as rapidly as he can without
seference to his neighbors, except to get
lahead of them, 1s necessarily a society in
Evhich the vigorous, able, keen, alert, strong
may ultimately reduce their brethren less
favorably endowed with brains, nerves,
land muscles to the position of a thor-
oughly exploited class—and such a society
can not be called a democratic society In
any true sense even though political lib-
“erty be fully established and protected.

. Now, this war, in my opinion, is going
to change the face of human society in
many important respects, through the
‘agencies it will create or energize to pro-
tect and foster the rights of the great
mass of the people. And as you will be
the people or a part of them you will
profit by all such development.

As a concrete illustration of what this
May mean, take the attitude of the Eng-
lish I.abor Party toward this war. “We
‘are willing,” their leaders declared, “to
- mobilize labor to the limit in prosecution
of this just undertaking. But you should
B0t ask us to sacrifice more, relatively
- Speaking, than other classes. And you
- Must therefore guarantee to us that we
ﬁa]l be left at the end of the war in the
hma position of relath'e adnnm h

1‘111 ':‘I al C .l‘\
ent 1In pursuit o t
itself,

P

organized labor.

The action of our own
Federal Government in all such matters
irom the passage of the Adamson Law
to the present is equally striking and sig-
nincant.

It will be a new world in which you
will live and move and have your being.
Your burdens will be heavy, your tasks
enormous, but your opportunities wonder-
ful.

And it is on these opportunities I would
congratulate you. You are privileged to
live and work in one of the greatest eras
of human history and to become a part
of this country’s life and of this era’s
movement. 2

[ know not how other men think about
it, but as for myself I thank God I was
born in the United States of America.
None vyield more honor than I to those
small nations like Athens and Switzerland
and Holland and Belgmm which have “
written their names high in the list ﬂf
those which have deserved well of m-z
kind. But I rejoice in our,boundless M
ries, in our mighty rivers, our 10“7 nour
tains, our endless stretch of sea -*-f:? 2 .'7'5“
draw a fuller breath in of
this mighty realm of twhich*f,i
I am exalted in mﬁt
these never-ending railw:
these infinite m

this people !ﬂk -
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of any or all the ordinary pleasures of
life—ever satisfied me as these impalpa-
ble, imponderable delights of American
citizenship have done.

They are going to be enormously in-
creased for you and yours as a result of
this Great War and its consequences. The
names of many heroes will come forth
from the mighty womb of time to multi-
ply and strengthen our manifold causes
for joy and pride in our country and its
work. All this will be uplifting and help-
ful to you—a source of infinite strength
and power in the mighty tasks you have
to help solve.

I congratulate you once again and finally
upon the chance you have to get into and
- become an integral part of this Great War
I  and thus to share personally and imme-

- diately in its glorious results; be entitled

~ to feel that you have been a living, work-
|  ing, contributing cell in this life process
' f‘i,i-_- - of the ages. It will exalt you, lift you

- out of yourselves and into higher regions
~ of life and light.

- No one will suspect me of underesti-
~ mating the value of science and scientific
~ investigation to our society; nor of set-

- ting a low value on the University of Illi-

nois and its services to the State and coun-
ry. But all this, to my mind, is of sec-
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~self in order to help Germany

l,l'!I Yy O11

grandchildren stood agid
: d81(e
let this great movement of pr
4 : ' ()
sweep on, and looked upon this dr; -
. ' Iy
" "G 1th an: :
human freedom with apathy, ind

or actual hostility.

Perhaps you do not realize tully

™ “r
it all means. hat

Just I‘{?I].I{:mlt{‘r two or three things and
let them sink into your souls. I ghal not
undertake to describe the remote Causes
of the war; I can not even undertake tq
give a brief history of its rise and prog-
ress, lLike other great wars the history
can not be written for a century to come
But a few things are now clear and cap
be known of all men:

1. Germany began this war, and that
in two senses. It refused to prevent it ag
it might have done; and it actually first
invaded a foreign country.

2. It invaded a small, defenseless, peace-
able country whose neutrality it had guar-
anteed to protect.

When this country resisted, it attempted
to break its resistance by a policy of ter-
rorism. War is horrible enough at best,
but directed not at armed forces but at
helpless civilians in order to frighten them
into inaction or to serve as an example
to other peoples—it is unspeakable.

Germany not only conquered Belgium
but it has ldid heavy tribute upon 'it for
attempting to defend itself, compelling it,

moreover, by forced contributions of fabor

and money and material to impoverish it
defeat
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and annex them to the Ger-

Not content with this, she
out the entire Bel-
from

ern France

man Empire.
has proposed 1O v

glaﬂ and }nm_h pupul‘lliml } |
sories and let what 1s lett of Belgium
terg France pay these poor devils tor the
T:nd and houses Germany has taken.
there ever been a more uucﬁl or cold-
plooded proposition than this 1in the his-
tory of Christian nations?
7. The doctrine has been enunciated
by her philosophers that Germany has a
moral right to take any territory which in
Germany’s opinion 1s necessary for her
welfare or convenience. Can you make
any answer to such monstrous proposi-
tions except “Back to your own bounda-
ries.”
If we had failed to help France and
England in their extremity against this
- menace to all they hold dear, it would be
a righteous judgment of God upon us,
that Germany should finally do to us

- what she is trying to do to France and
- England.

L' [ know nothing personally about the
dtrocities attributed to the Germans in
- Belgium and France and Roumania—eye
 Vitnesses have however reported dreadful
‘: hings—but 1 know something of atroci-
- ties which occur in this country at times in
} te of our laws and our police, and I can
Eme what may happen in other coun-
S when because of war, laws and police
- et aside; and the soldiers are ordered |
_ ake an example of a man, a woman, a
~% 4 town, a province or a whole na-
God forgive us if we mmt W

atior mh nm m:litau m
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[f the Central Powers win, E;
the ball of human -civilization will roll

down the hill of time, and we must again

take up the Sisyphaean task of pushing it B

up again toward the top. i

If we win, we shall secure the blessings
of civilization thus far attained and add
enormously to the certainty of steady and
rapid upward progress.

Surely, it is worth all you have in time
and strength and nerve to help win this
great war. 1f you are of the proper age
and strength and freedom, seek the trench X
unless the Government wishes you else-

where, and calls you for other work. _ﬁ”ﬁ
you can’t do this, do something else, H _
everywhere and all the time, work at “w
one supreme problem of winning the mf’? :
I never wished to be older for but ﬁ.;
one reason that I might have carried .
-musket in our Great Civil War; ” ﬁ
have never wished to be younger fﬂ
one reason, that I might now be s
a machine gun in the blood-stahed
of France. My elder son has m .
the navy; my younger son :,q abc
enter the army service; my son-in-law
already in, and with him, the t
cal strength of my imnly h ""
vice, and I am m ‘%.:_-;":::'-i'_
cruit it. | AR
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than that somewhere in this great strug-
gle you find a place to serve this univer-
sity, this Commonwealth, this nation, the
whole world by your lofty patriotism and
devotion to all that is true and beautiful
and good.

Some of you will go to Flanders. |
pray God you may return with the laurel
wreath for faithful and distinguished ser-
vice long to bless your family and your
country. Some of you will doubtless fall
there, and lie among the poppies of the
Flanders fields. You will have taken up
the torch dropped by your predecessors
and helped carry it on to victory. Our
hve, our admiration, our honor, our grat-
- itude and that of all posterity will follow

,..; m as you make this great sacrifice!

J‘h lleRa has called to you in these
B Mfrmthonwhoheinli‘lan-

&
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1he larks, st bravely

Scarce heard amid |

We are the

We felt dawn, saw

Loved and were loved. an
In Flanders fields.

”'*H”'E. ﬂ
tNe guns 1,,“}“,
'!"-lil : "-.Ei '

hved, sunset glg

| now we |j g
=
Take up our quarrel with the foe!
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it highli
If ye break faith with us who digh

We shall not sleep, though poppies gr
In Flanders fields. 2'

Not like those Roman Gladiators who§
they entered the arena turned and chan 'J
to the Emperor: ]

Morituri te salutamus!
We who are about to die salute thel

but with the glad cry,
“We who are about to live salute thee

~ you rush forward into this conflict,
" if to lie in Flanders fields among the p¢
pies—then still to have life and to ha
it more abundantly.
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