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MEMORIAL CONVOCATION.

- The first President of the University, Dr. John M. Gregory,
died in the City of Washington, D. C., on Wednesday evening,
October 19, 1898. Having expressed the wish that his burial
place might be within the grounds of the University, and the
suggestion having been approved by the Trustees, the remains
were received and taken charge of by the University on Sun-
day morning, October 23. Under the care of a guard of honor
from the University Military Battalion they lay in state in the
rotunda of the Library Building, where the public was per-
mitted to view them between the hours of 12:30 and 2:30 pr. M.
Great numbers availed themselves of the opportunity.
k At two o'clock the Trustees and former Trustees, with the
specially invited guests, assembled at the President’'s Rooms,
‘the Corps of Instruction at the Faculty Room, and students of
years prior to 1881 at the Business Offices.
| At 2:15 the University procession moved to the Chapel

'r from the Library Building, passing through the rotunda and
- around the casket in the following order:

President of the University with the Chaplain of the day,
Rev. W. H. Stedman, D.D.

; SPEAKERS:

Dean Thomas ]. Burrill.
Judge Charles G. Neely, of the class of '8o.

HoNORARY PALLBEARERS:

Trustees F'rancis M. McKay and Samuel A. Bullard.

Professors Samuel W. Shattuck, N. Clifford Ricker, lra
O. Baker, Stephen A. Forbes, David Kinley and
Eugene Davenport; Hon. Emory Cobb, Hon. J. O.

Cunningham and George F. Beardsley, Esq.
Board of Trustees of the University.
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Former President Selim H. Peabody, former Trustees and
former members of the Faculty.

Mayors of the cities of Champaign and Urbana.

Boards of Education of Champaign and Urbana.

Students of years prior to 1881.

Clergymen and other specially invited guests.

Instructional Force of the University.

The exercises 1in the Chapel were as follows:

SINGING—*'‘Lead, Kindly Light,” - - - - - Male Quartet
REMARKS, - - - - - President Andrew Sloan Draper, LL.D.
RELIGIOUS EXERCISES, - - - - Rev. W. H. Stedman. D.D.
SINGING—'*The Lord is My Shepherd,"’ - : : - Male Quartet
ADDRESS, - - - - Dean Thomas Jonathan Burrill. LL.D.
REMARKS, - - - - - Judge Charles G. Neely, Class of 188

SINGING—'*Abide With Me,’ - - : 4 . _
Benediction at the Vault.

Audience




REMARKS OF PRESIDENT DRAPER.

- In opening the convocation President Draper said:

- The University meets in a convocation today which is
ogether unusual. We open our gates to give sepulcher to
» physical body of our pioneer President: we assemble to
rnify our respect for the tenement of clay and give expres-
on to our sentiments and feelings concerning that life which
as just gone to the inheritance of the righteous, and is at one
ith the Father and the host of the sanctified gone before.
. The occasion is melancholy. It touches our innermost
feelings to stand by a bier. It stirs them deeply to stand by
he bier of the great and the useful to whom we have been
leeply indebted and about whom the affections have grown
strong. Yet the entrance into life, at full maturity, of a great
man who has been widely and splendidly inspiring to his
fellows, and whose work on earth was ample and well com-
pleted, is very far from being an occurrence which is altogether
ad and melancholy.
It is the special privilege of others, whose relations to the
facts particularly qualify them for the grateful service, to
formulate the thought and give suitable expression to the deep
feeling of the University upon the event which has called us
together. 1 am permitted but a brief word in the way of
opening the exercises.
| John Milton Gregory came here in the spring of 1867 to
make plans for this University, to lay the very bottom stones
- of its foundations, and, a year later, to stand in its doorway
and receive its first students. How singularly qualified and
- adapted he was for such a work has for years been upon the
~lips of many, but can never be told too often.

He was then at the age of forty-five. He was a sound
English ‘and classical scholar. He had even more than the

ordinary versatility of thorough scholarship, and he had
. already had much experience in educational administration.
On occasions he wrote poetry of no mean order; silvery chimes




6 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS, |
rang melodies in the temples of his soul. Our art ..
will always bear witness that he had the eye and. the fee
an artist. He was a clergyman. Not only was his heart keyed
to the music of the humanities and consecrated to the service
of the Master, but his mind had been disciplined by the coldly

e

intellectual and logical philosophy of Calvin. He had studied

the Law. He knew the story of 1ts tl(.'\‘t'l()plllt?nl and venerated 3
't for what it had cost. He had the battles of mankind for
freedom and for progress engraved upon his heart, and was *
thoroughly familiar with the growth of institutions. He had
many of the elements of a statesman. Iin a word. he knew
history, and, guided by its lights, could look clearly into the
future. He was a forceful writer and an orator who could com-
mand a hearing. He had courage. He had Puritan blood in
his veins, and it settled the way in which he would maintain a
conviction. He could withstand an assault or he could lead an
advance: he could rise to an occasion or he could wait with
patience and bide his time. Perhaps more than all else he was
a teacher. He had been an apt pupil, the ardent admirer and
the strong friend of Eliphalet Nott of Union College, than
whom no man in America had inspired and molded more lives.
He acquired the spirit and the ways of his own great college
president. He could put his heart against the hearts of others
and warm them, and he could link his mind into the minds of
others to draw them out and invigorate them. Again and
again former students have testified to me, and in telegram

and letter are hourly testifying now, of the uplifting and last-
ing influence of Dr. Gregory upon their lives.

These different qualities, blended together, mellowed and
refined by experience, produced an altogether unusual man,—
one who could manage men and lead movements as well; one
who could deal with the every-day questions of educational
detail better than most men could do it, but who could not be
content with doing that alone; one who could both fire souls
and build institutions, and whose frail body was charged with
a spirit which would permit him to do nothing less. 18

Even more, and what is of more import to us, there wepe: g i
not half a dozen other men in the world thirty years ago who .
saw, as he did, the necessity of the next great step which was

i
0 ]
o ll'
= il
¥

b

f= s ” w i,

% . Aol L e

. L e ‘i
x3 e i*

) - ‘ . a4 -
: = 1..:‘_‘-&l _._,.:-_u.ith_ﬂ e ~ e el e B P

] B - i i . .;
ch | t | Bt ; “‘ ‘ﬂ |
. =TT . s
i : H .|: .'lJ i - "* =-aF :
[ 5 P »
d 3 T .
. a
. L L]

[ ° L i" i ‘ .L.-ﬁ " .
i . . R - .’- g ‘.' ?- ; & 3 ...- ;
ST . 3 A sl L = l".; & 1] ::J -‘3:41 it




JOHN MILTON GREGORY, 7

ative to the complete and enduring development of pop-
sducation. His knowledge of history, his study of eco-
cs, his frequent contact with questions of state, and his
for the common brotherhood of man led him to see that
old system of education was not equal to the support of
jocratic institutions. This particular knowledge was the
uming fire in his soul. The enlargement of the educa-
plan so that it should carry the opportunity for a collegi-
‘education to every home, and so that the influence of lib-
il learning should bear directly upon the vocations of the
lustrial masses, was the matter to which he was impelled by
irresistible impulse of his heart to give the great powers
his mind.
This 1s the particular work he undertook for the people of
prairies and the new towns of this then pioneer common-
salth. His plans were adequate. He knew that in essentials
hey were imperative. He did not bow his head to the demand
hich the thoughtless multitude made for merely practical
raining, for he knew that what was demanded would be neither
jcientific nor practical, and that it must be both if it would
ndure; he would have been false if he had wavered, and
he could not be false. He would never lower the plane of
‘education : he would uplift the common life. The crowd was
disposed to ridicule his theories and overthrow his plans, but
‘he would not allow it, and as he was right there was no need
‘to allow it. In all this he but brought his personality to the
surface of affairs. If he had permitted himself to be con-
trolled by the crowd he would have disappeared in the crowd,
- and the University of Illinois would have been insufficient for
~ its constituency and unworthy the great State for which it stands.
- His humanity, his learning and his courage laid the foun-
dations not of a merely technical school, but of a University
ready to supply instruction in any branch of advanced learn-
ing to anyone prepared to receive it. This distinguished him
among his fellows: it won him the enduring gratitude of Ilh-
nois and of the friends of progress throughout the world, in
his own and in all generations. His students will cherish his
- memory for what he did to shape their lives, and well they
- may : but the University that is now, and the still greater Uni-
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8 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS,

versity that is to be, will ho.ld him .in tender rccollcc}ion fo,-
what he did for it. Indeed, his \\'(.,)rk 1S rcs;fcctcd a_nd his mem.
ory has become already a sacred mtluc-m:‘c in our life, b'ut their
value and their beauty will be more manifest toithc University,
the State and the Country, with each of the coming years which
is yet unwound from the great reel of infinite time, '

We may take such formal steps as we can to honor his
memory now; but what we do will seem feeble lf?(l(:(:(l; the
University is his monument. Hereceived from the State whose
citizen and benefactor he became at middle life many marks
of esteem ; he was sent abroad upon import:mt missions and
called to high public service by the General Government more
than once: but the honors which will be most substantial and
last the longest will be the minds he quickened and the souls
he inspired through personal contact, and yet more through
the form which he was able to give and the spirit which he was
able to breathe into the University. These will be reproduced
and multiplied infinitely.

The University is honored by his desire that his mortal
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body should rest forever in the soil of the institution which his
genius, his generosity, and his courage went far to establish
upon broad and enduring foundations. It is hardly too much
to say that, without knowing it, he paid for the high right with 4
his brain and his blood. So the University opens its gates to 1f

receive him again to its own and to his own. [ts 1 rustees, £
instructors, and students convene in convocation to lay their
tributes upon his bier. It welcomes to the sad service his
distinguished successor in office and others who have been of
the instructional force, and the students of other days who
come by common impulse to testify of their love. [In doing all
this we can not but feel that we are indeed making history
now, for we are rounding out the first great cycle in the life of
the University. It shall remind us that the ordinary incidents
of daily life are relatively of but little moment, and it shall
register a resolution that the ashes of the departed shall be
tenderly guarded; that the best years of his life shall not have
been given to us in vain; and that the great results which his
noble spirit conceived and longed for shall be secured in the
most abundant measure.




RI VDING S RIPIHURES AND PRAY] R

Rev. \Y. H. St( (man, P.P.. of Champaign, conducted the
rell  us exercise-, as follows;

Pr. Or ory once ] Ive me an incident conn* ted with his

per a experience which | think will make a fitting Introduc-
m < the re ding of the Scripture lesson. He said, as we
were talkin upon the subject of the inspiration of the Scrip-
tures: "Do you know. 1 have found a new use for the Bible.
1 have been for many years troubled with insomnia. | have
gotten Into the habit of taking up some portion of Christ's
sayings. 1 have committed to memory whole chapters of the
Gospels and the writin s of St. Paul, and have sought to go to
the bottom of them. | have turned them over and over. |
have looked at them from every point of view until my soul
was aglow with light. My brother,"” said he, “1 no longer dread
sleepless hours. | rather rejoice In them. They are the most

blessed of my life."
SCRIPTURES: Psalms Ixv. 1-8: xli. 1-4: 1 1-6; xXxiil. 1-6.

PRAYER: Almighty God, our Heavenly bather, we yield
unto Thee most high praise and hearty thanks for the won-
derful grace and virtue declared In all Thy servants who have
been the chosen vessels of Thy grace and wisdom, and the
lights of the world In their several generations;, and we most
levoutly thank Thee for the life and character of Thy servant,
our honored and beloved father and friend, whose remains we
this day bury out of our sight. We thank Thee for the strength
of his character, for the breadth and tenderness of his sympa-
thetic nature, for his devotion to truth and righteousness, and
for the stimulating and uplifting power o( his Instruction.

We thank Thee that In the morning of life his feet found
a K ting pp ceon the Rock of Ages, and tha he was led by
the Good Shepherd Inl l1green pastures and by still waters.
And most humbly bes<x h Thee that the greatest desire o

hi for this Ilniversit) . which was conceived and brou it
Into being by him, ma\ | realized. We pray rhee that a

d 1ble portion of his spin!l may abide upon al who an and Aall
V 1 ha 4 (nine into places <Aauthority in this



