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President Draper's Address.

LN 1860 my way %
school led me, with an

varying regularity, Dy
the stately mansion

-
B
4

which had been the res-
iih'l‘('l' ‘it. (e {’f New
York's greatest govern-

Oors and most

sons. William
Seward. The associas
Hn]l nf 1]Ii.-~ hnnw- \\'ith

one of the greatest

names in the history of

the state gave 1t an- »
usual interest to all, and, in connection with events Iy
which were then transpiring, led 1t to exert a c¢on- "
siderable influence upon my childish thought. Its 2
former occupant was not vet a memory. lle was )
still a great force in the publie life of the people. 1
lHHe was representing his great state in the senate s
of the nation, with a wealth of scholarship and lit- ’

erary culture, as well as of high-minded thought |
and courage, which reflected lasting honor upon
himself and his people alike. He was a common
and an attractive figure about the capital of the
state, and the halo of glory which surrounded him,
the principles for which he stood, the fluency of

his speech and the grace of his style readily awoke

the responsive echoes in the chambers of my awak-
ening soul,

When the state presented him to the convention
of his party as its candidate for the presidency, and
when all the people about me never doubted the



.u‘-‘-';s‘i.!llu‘n' (31 NSO ]H‘llllliailli" |l il‘illl!'l‘, ‘th:-;'w }- 114)
wonder that | was his yvoung and enthusiastic par
LIS, \nd when this finished statesman was sef
aside for a “‘rail splhitter’” from the far-away wild
of 1llinmoiws, and New York people felt so badly, and
\l!'. IIL:'H!!'.LH\\ \\l't'tl ilt't'lill‘t‘il ”1:11 .\-I‘\\ \-Hl'lh ]IIH.
bhecome the servant rather than the master of the
new party, it was not strange that I had some hittle
share in the common disappointment. I he names
;tnl--!Hmi 'tl‘\ that convention were new and IHH_[_" and
stranee to me. and I wrote **Abraham l.ancoln
and “Hannibal Hamlin on a piece of paper and put
it in my pocket so that if occasion should require |
could tell what they were. DBut that paper soon
hecame useless, for in a day the nominee of that
convention became a leading figure 1in the world.
\nd each l):lhaill;_{‘ tlil_\' t)lll_\' htl'l‘ll‘u'lllt‘lll‘ll the con-
viction that what was then done was fortunate and
Waas \\t*” done: illtlt't'il. HI:H it W as tlil't'l'lt'tl }l‘\' t hat
l'!'-r\iili'Ili't' \\'hil'l! 1S 11 Hlltl about all of the atfairs
Of men.

| 1 1S mny PDLTIPOSE 1”-1’“_\' LO iIH[lliI'l‘ what were the
-]nnlitit-a. and what had produced the gualities, in
\ilr':lllillll |.illi'ti|ll. l]ll' ('ll“tl HI‘ l)n\'t'l‘l‘\.'. Iht' il;nwl_\
son of toil, the itinerant country lawyver, the pol
tician of limited experience in the affairs of the na
tion. which made his administration of the pres
dential oftice during the eritical period of the Civil
War so much more beneficent than we can possibly
bhelieve would have resulted from the election of
the rich, gifted, able, no less upright, and far more
gxperienced senator from the Fmpive state, that
all coming generations will be thankful that that
nutlll'llill |)H|i|il'i|' convention noted s 1t did
BTUDY OF THE CHARACTER OF LINCOLN

Recent years have witnessed an intensive sty



counthern lllinois among a people who were strongly
S\ mpathetic w ith the people of the south h}' rua;-
on of kindred and associations. The ties of birth.
of kindred. of vears of familiar association with a
chivalrie people, and of marriage, all combined to
__{‘i\'t* the man whose ofticial acts were to ;_{;ﬂ_]l(:]' th(:
oreatest arm\ that a constitutional state ever
marshalled to subdue msurrection, a deep and
abiding sympathy with the people of the south.

This it was that led him when the crucial mo-
ment had come which required him to speak from
his great office to an agitated people, already torn
mto fragments. to take his inaungural address upon
1s knee., even when surrounded by multitudes of
oreat men and the excitement of a great occasion.
cven after the bugles had sounded the onward
march of the inaugural procession, and add the 1m-
portant part of these memorable words:

‘In yvour hands, my dissatisfied fellow-country-
men., and not in mine. is the momentous issue of
civil war. 'The government will not assail you.™

“You can have no conflict without being yvour-
selves the aggressors. You have no oath registered
m heaven to destroy the government: while I shall
have the most solemn one to preserve, protect and
defend 1t.”

‘1 am loth to close. We are not enemies, but
friends.  We must not be enemies. Though pas-

sion may have strained, it must not break our
bonds of affection.”™

“The mystie cord of memory, stretehing from
every battle-field and

y patriot grave to every living
heart and hearthstone, all over this broad land.
will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again

touched, as surely as they will be, by the better
angels of our nature,”
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[t was this knowledge of the southern people
which enabled him to take the course, and take if
promptly, which prevented his native state with
]lt‘l‘ ;‘l‘t‘:ll ;lhmn"l:llt‘h lll)nll Hlt' lun'ih*l' lil]t* frrom ful
lowing the si1x sisters with which they were
closely allied and which had already assumed to
o0 out of the Union, and thus to win at the outset
a memorable triumph 1n administration without
which we cannot but fear that the struggle for the
union must have broken in disaster. It was this
sympathy with the south which led him to tinge
his most drastic official acts with expressions of
feelings so kindly to the south that no man could
be embittered unless already crazed by passion.
and which gives his memory a recognized place 1n
the warm feelings of the great South-land to-day.

SYMPATHY WITH THE PEOPLE.

Abraham liincoln was the c¢hild of the common
people. 'T'he training for his great work was In
the school of poverty and ot toil. His rough
pioneer life opened to him the secret springs of
human action. It was not money. but brawn
which could put down the Rebellion. The people
of the north had been separated by political dis-
cussion and hate. Thev were to be united in feel-
ing before an army could be marshalled. [{1s
sagacious words, born of his experiences in Illi-
nois, did the work. Could the great New York
senator have said from his standpoint what I heard
Mr. Lincoln sav to the New York legislature, and
with like effect? Hear him:

] deem it just to you, to myselt and to all, that
I should see everything: that 1 should hear every-
thing: that | should have every light that can be
brought within my reach, in order that when 1 do
so Speak, 1 shall have enjoyed every opportunity
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to take correct and true grounds: and for ).
reason | don't propose to speak, at this time. of
the policy of the government. But when the tin.
comes | shall speak, as well as I am able, for t)e
good of the present and future of this country-—for
the good both of the north and the south of this
countrv—for the good of the one and the other.
and of all sections of the country.

This was humility which was not assumed.
\While it was a seeking for light and for guidance
which was known to be sincere, because of the
history of the man, 1t was strongly suggestive of a
high purpose, worthyv of the great place to which
he was going and of the momentous acts which
soon plunged the whole country into the awful
vortex of war.

Mr. Lincoln was not an aristocrat, as the term 1s
commonly understood, and he could not be. There
was no artificiality about him. lle never pre-
tended to be other than he was: Iindeed he was
careful not to appear to be other than he was. lHe
carried his Illinois ways and his Illinois ideas with
him to the presidency. When he spoke he drew
freely upon his Illinols experiences. Some who
lived 1n a kind of artificial society thought at the
time that he was coarse. e was not coarse. He
was simply natural, unatfected and honest. Of
course under the influences of his great position
and his new surroundings, his life underwent a
change. As he would say, he “*bought a new coat.™
He avoided being odd. He conformed to the
reasonable conventionalities of the place, while he

ripened and grew in strength, but he never dis-
sembled. There was nothing of which he was so

proud as his right to a  place in the erowd, upon

the ground floor of the great human family: and
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nothing which afforded him so much pleasure as to
. -

the events of his yvouth and recount the
And

there was a freshness and a reality and a trans
parency about it. which lenta charm to his person
and gave great foree to his administration.

lHis feeling for the lowly and oppressed was in-

recall and rec
..;t(n'ips ol IliH \VOung lllilllllﬂnll 11 I”Illiil‘s.

| tense. almost consuming. e could treat a stal-
: wart man with indifferent familiarity, but the ery
f : - ;

| of a child touched his heart and the pleadings of i

woman unnerved him.

lHe commenced the growth of his whiskers upon
receiving a childish letter from a lhittle girl. and
when his inaugural train stopped for a moment at
\Westhield he asked for her and then got down into

the erowd that he might kiss her.
e always spoke famihiarly to the ofticer who

~stood at his door and seemed to relish a ¢hat with
the private soldier upon his beat more than with
the commanding general at his headguarters.

Lt was this sympathy for the lowly and the weak
which led him to put death sentences from the
army into his desk without his approval until
the military authorities procured a change in
the law in order to get around him. \When

_ the Judge-Advocate General laid the first one be-
| fore him he said: I will keep this a few days un-
til I read the testimony.”” When the second came
he said: **1 must put this by, until I can settle in
my mind whether this soldier can best serve the
country dead or alive.”” To the third he said: “The
General commanding the brigade is to be here in o
few days and T will speak with him about it ™
When the next came and he was told that it was an
extreme case, that the man was worthless and
without mother, wife or children, and that the dis-
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"i]'““" Oof the A\ demanded stinmary action.
s-.;titl o Lseneral ”tlll: "\\l']l. :Iflt'l' all, Judoe

R

think 1 must put this with my leg cases.”” V[,
U'resident, what do you mean by ‘leg cases ™ wie
asked, “\\'Il‘\" those Papers In that p};_ri'nil hole all
l‘t'fil‘l‘ LO cases of 't'll\\':ll‘llil't' i!l Hl{' fill'l' Of the o I LS
my, but I call them ‘leg cases’. If Almichty GGod
gives a4 man a cowardly pair of legs how can he
help their running away with him?”

After all. this consuming sympathy with the un-
fortunate was the quality in his nature which fitted
him for the leadership at the erucial time and cave
him the imspiration for the Emancipation Procla-
mation. And this quality grew out of the experi-

ence of his own life.
HIS FAIRNESS AND KEEN INSIGHT.

Mr. LLincoln was probably not what would have
been called a great lawyer at the time of hisnomina-
tion. He certainly was not a case lawyer. In his
practice he did not cite, and doubtless he did not
know, the precedents in the reports. But he had
read the law from its original sources. He assimi-
lated what he read. He knew the secret springs
of the common law. Hedrank initsspirit. Or, more
accurately, it found rich ground for fruitage in the
oreat soul which the Almighty had given him. He
was judicial, fair, and just by nature. The ¢ircum-
stances of his Illinois law practice made his mind
keen and incisive, and the experience of his politi-
cal contests prepared him for leading and manag-
ing men, and fortified him for his quickly coming
share in great events.

When the time came he grasped those events
with a firm hand and a comprehensive understand-
ing. It is impossible now to even enumerate the

- — — h—t i
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ne 8 ";r;mumstzmcm which lead up to the Civil War.
[ There was negro slavery in the south and the con-

L. f stltutlon had recognized i1t. DBut the great ordi-
LS [ nance for the organization of the Northwest Terri-
11 tory. which in importance rivalled the constitution
2= itself. dedicated to freedom all that part of the
d public domain north of the Ohio. Other territory
e acquired later beyond the Mississippi was left to
| uncertainty and controversy. T'he Missouri Com-

- .. promise was only a temporary expedient. For
i forty vears the slave power had sought to extend

its system 1nto the parts of this territory where
southern men had found their new homes. The
convention which nominated Mr. Lincoln had not
declared against the slave system within its old
limitations, but had taken decided ground against
its extension into the newly formed territories of
the west.

[1is election, even on this platform. embittered
the slave power on the one hand. and. on the other.
stimulated while it did not satisfy the righteous
and continually growing publi¢c sentiment in the
north which demanded the overthrow of the slave
system altogether. When he took the oath of oflice
he stood b*!twevn these extreme and contending
forces. X states had already assumed to go out

of the l_,m()n and s>t up a confederated republic of 1
their own,  With his hand on the Book, he took :11
his position with exactness. It was a position |
which pleased none of the extremists,  He said he X

derived all his powers from the constitution, the
| laws, and the people, and that it was not within
his commission to interfere with the slave system
in the slave states. It was his business to save the
['nmion and enforce its laws.,  Whatever it was well
to do to save the Union, not prohibited by the con-




stitution, lie vwoulcl do: vwha it wan well to lel
undone In order to save the Union he would tv
bear. He was commanded to enforce the laws of
the United States by the fundamental law, and K
would do it upon every rod of her territory wit
such force as might be necessary, so lo * aslx
ould commaud It.

This was a simple platform. Its strength w In
Its simplicity, In its clearness, In Its freedom from
demoralizing and confusing allusions. h was

worthy of a great man and proved equal to agn It
occasion. Upon 1t all patriots could stand, and
upon It they did stand. Before it party line- dis
appeared for the time being and under It the great-
est army was gathered that ever was marshalled
by a constitutional state for the suppression of In-
surrection. Under this platform and through this

army slavery was finally abolished and the dav<
power overthrown, and all else was done that was
so well done.

This is not the day. although the temptation Is
great, to tell the fascinating® story <”\' that heroic
army. It went through all the horrors of an awful
war to restore the Union and enforce the laws.
After a contest, which Iin length o\' time and Iin un-
numbered horrors had not been anticipated, It met

with complete success. While succeeding genera-
tions will look' upon each faithful member of that
grand army as a hero, coming generations will

value more and more deeply the great masterspirit
which was behind i1t, which called It iInto being,

gave It form and organization, framed the simple
creed which made It a cosmopolitan army o\' think

1N patriots, and nerved Its arm for the most
heroic deeds In hist<>ry.

Tha <oeat mind never departed from Its simple



