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I \ I8f>() in v \va 
srhin>l led in«-. wit h 
varying r 
tin* stately m a n 
\\ h ich h a d 1 • n t hi 

idence of oi N 
Y< >rK s 11 rn-
ors and most *d 
s o n s , W i l l i a m H e m 

Sewa rd. The ass< L-
tion of t his hoiif wit li 
one of t h. •;i 

n;i mes in t he hist* >rv f 
t l ic state gav it un­

usual interest to all, and, in connection with <\ nts 
whi h were then transpiring1, Led it to i rl a con­
siderable influence upon m\ childish th light. Its 
former occupanl was no1 ye\ a memory. II v 
s t i l l B gl it fo rce in t h e p u b l i c l i fe of t h e pi p I 

II was representing his gn it state in the senate 
>f tli nation, with a wealth of scholarship and lit -

• r a r v c u l t u r e a s w e l l a s of h i f l f h m i n d e d t h o i h 

IMI couraj i , which reflected Lastin hon< ii] n 
himself and his people alike He was ;i coimn< \ 
• ml d n a 11 pad ive li ure a lx >u1 the • i pita I i h 

st ;i t and the halo of gl< >rj which sun >und< 1 h 
t h e p r i n c i p l e s for w h i e l i he st od, t h e flueil \ 

hi sp h and t he nice of his Ktylo readily a\> 
t h e i i | M .11 i \ e c h ( M i n t h e e h ; i m I >0l\H i)J m \ a w a k 

n i u i M 11, 

W li' II IIM' I te |>n ntod him to tin invent >n 
p.i rt i Its candidal t li< pi osidoiv \ II ud 

when ill the peoph d u t mo \\t%\ or tl nbli t In 



promisin , I there i 
\\ O l u h r t h a t I A > h i s aim- ;i nd m l hu da 

t i . \ n w I t l i i ' n is l i I st a i s m a n v i t 

sicl r .! iil Kplil t «•!• ' i'r. MM I he fa r • id 
lllim i \ i-w N r\^ | M i >pl< felt •-«i hi I v. a i I 

M r Thurl W 1 d< ia red t hat NTew "> i >rl< <a 
m« t i int rathei than the ma ter of tl 

IK party, it was n. it s t range thai I had s me lit 
tI am on disappointment. II n m 

1 by that invention were new and Ion nd 
t in a ml 1 wr be UA bra ha m Lin< • 

nd lannibal I la ml in" on a pice*' of paper and pu1 
it in m. :• el BO that if occasion should require I 

i hat t h y wer< Bui t hat pa per - n 
HI use ! >s. t'< >r i n a (la v t he m aid ti( i if t ha t 

n I line a leading figure in the world 
\nd h i issinir day onlv strengthened tin* >n-

•' i thai whal was then done was for tunate and 
> \ II done; indeed, that it was directed by that 

I • i lene< which is in and a b<»nt all i if t he a H'a ir 
i»! mei 

It my purpo e to-day to inquire what w n tin 
,ji i! | • ;i nd w ha t had p n id need t he q u a lit »s, in 

A , ha m I Am J n, the ehi Id of p< \\ evt} . 11 
of t il. the itinerant country lawyer, the | >li 

I •limit ed i K perienci in t h< a tVa irs i he i 
w h i c h m a d e h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of th : si 

ril ia I iffice (3urin i he cril i< > I peri, ui the < I 
\\ ;i I i much im >re nefieenl t ha n \\ u 11 n i IHMUII 

| i . i ii Id ha \ • r< iU It I f n an t i l l «•' 

t I • 11 -11 ;< i ! I . d a i d e n O I t ' M p i I I I , ! 

I III I,. ri ii' I e n a t o r 11 an t h e 

.11 ai.ii i it Ion will IM t lui \\U d 11 
ii2i i « aia I polil leal i II i a i ii net il 

» i "V OK Till I II \ i; U T I i: iil i i xc t l l N 
I • 111 y e 11» 11 111 ( I II 

\ 



ih m I lin union | vvh 
svini it liel ie with tl p 11 >u1 h I 

• 

on f b 11 t and a tti Th birth, 
I n i rfi i m i l i a r oc ia I w i t } ) a 

liix Iric tnd (>f ma rria i II eombii : 
give t he in; n \\ In i ia I act v t 
Greatest a rmv t hat a >n ituti na I 
marshalled to ul lue in wvr a d I 

biding sympathy with the p >pl the -nth. 
This it was thai I I him when tli iial mo­

ment had come which r quired him 1 tk 
his reat oilier t an agital I pe >p] air iy 4 rn 
into fragm< its, to tal • his inaugural address u] n 
his knee- even wh n surround( I by mul itud sot 
yreat m u and the excitement • fa it o< ision, 
even after the bugles had sounded the iv I 
mar h of the inaugural pro< ssion, and add th im-
i >rtant pari of these memorable words: 

••In your hands, my dissatisfy I fellow- untry-
men, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of 
civil war. The government will not assail 3 u.M 

"You can have no conflict without 1 inar vour-
dves the aggre >rs. You have no oath registered 

in heaven to destroy the government; while 1 shall 
hn\ • the mosl solemn one to preserve, prot< I and 
defend i l . ** 

"I am Loth to close. We are not enemies, but 
f r i e n d s . W e m u s t n o t be e n e m i e s . T h o u h p a s 

sion may have strained, it must not br< ik our 
bonds of a ffeel ion, 

The mystic cord of memory, stretching fr 111 
ev< ry battle field and patriot prove bo ever) livinj 
h< art and hearthston< ill over this i-i-. I land 
will v. 1 swell the chorus of i lie I nl n, \\ l< i> tin 
1 >uchedt as surelj as t he\ vvill b< i>\ 11 1 tter 
an i'b of our n ' ure. 



It was this knowledge of tin* southern peopl< 
which enabled him to take the course and take it 
promptly, which prevented his native state with 
her great associates upon the border line from fol­
lowing the six sisters with which they wen 
closelv allied and which had a l ready assumed to 
go out of t he Union, and thus to win at the outsel 
a memorable t r iumph in administrat ion without 
which we cannot but fear that the s t ruggle for the 
union must have broken in disaster, [ t was th is 
sympathy with the south which led him to ting 
Ins most drastic official acts with expressions of 
f( diners so kindly to the south tha t no man could 
be embit tered unless a l ready crazed by passion, 
and which gives his memory a recognized place in 
the warm feelings of the g rea t South-land to-day. 

SYMPATHY WITH THE PEOPLE. 

Abraham Lincoln was the child of the common 
people. The training- for his grea t work was in 
the school of poverty and of toil. His rough 
pioneer life opened to him the secret springs of 
human aetion. I t was not money, but b rawn 
which could put down the Rebellion. The people 
of the nor th had been separated by political dis­
cussion and hate . Thev were to be united in feel-
Lng before an a rmy could be marshalled. His 
sagacious words, born of his experiences in Illi­
nois, did the work. Could the great NYw York 
senator* have said from his s tandpoint what I heard 
Mr*. Lincoln say to the New York legislature, and 
with like effect? Hear him: 

4*I dee in it just to you, to myself and to all. that 
I should sec everything; t ha t I should hear every­
thing; t ha t I should have every Lighl that can be 
brought within my reach, in order thai when I <\^ 
s o speal I shall have enjoyed every opportunity 



t ui true } ii !i • i | 
us i l don't | «e to ^ at 1 hi tim< 

t he p Ah \ nment. Hut when 
m - I shall sp ns well as 1 in H ble, I 

I t he pi at H ad tut in t hi nt i 
the 1 I t h t he u t h B rid t h it h his 

unit r\ t he i I of t he on and 1 
and t all st I ions 11 c< mnt i 

This was hiuuilit \ which wn not assumed 
While it was a s< king for li tit and I r uidanc< 
whi was known t be sincere, b use tin 
his >r oi the man. it was strongly su stiv< u 
h i g h p u r p o s e , w r t h y of tin* r it p la to w h i c h 

he was : ing and of the momentous acts which 
;oon plunged the who! i -untn into the awi 1 
\ s: of war. 

Mr, Lincoln was not an aristocrat, as the term is 
i tmmonly understood, and he could not be, Th 
was no a titiciality about him. He never prt 
tended to be other than he was: indeed he was 
careful not to appear to be other than he was. He 
carried his Illinois ways and his Illinois ideas with 

« 

h i m t o t h e p r e s i d e n c y . W h e n h e s p o k e h e d r e w 

t 'reely u p o n h i s I l l i n o i s e x p e r i e n c e s . S o m e w h o 

lived in a kind of artificial society thought at the 
time that he was c arse. He was not coarse. He 
was simply natural, unaffected and honest. Of 
course under the influences of his great position 
and his new surroundings, his Life underwent a 
change. As he would say. he ' 'bought a new coat." 
He avoided being ^d<\. He conformed I i the 
reasonable conventionalities of the place, while he 
ripened and grew in strength, but he never dis 
s( mbled. There was nothing of which he was so 
pr»»ud a s h i s r i g h t t o a p l a c e in t h e c r o w d , u p o n 

the ground door <>\' the great human family; and 
» 



nothii w Inch afforded him i mu m i I 
recHll the events of his 3 nth ai 1 r ml I i 
stories t liin \ oun una tiho -<| in 111 in \\ l 
there w as H freshn is and H I I ilitj H I 
parens H b ni it, \\ hich I nt H charm to hi 
and ga \ e real 1 ree to his admin t ra t n. 

His i eling for t he I \ I v a tid >pr v in 
tense, aim $1 c msumin He c mid tr it u H I I 
wart m D with indiffer tit familial iv. but th< 
o ;i child touched his h a r1 a nd t he pi- ulin 
w oman unnerved him. 

He commenced the growth of his whisk s up 
rec iving a childish letter fr m a little irl. ai I 
when his inaugural train stopped I a moment at 
Westfield he ask d U^v her and t h m L down int 
the crowd that he might kiss her, 

I l e a l w a x s p o k e f a m i l i a r l y t > t h e officer wl 

\oin\ at his door and seemed to relish a chat \\ ith 
he private soldier upon his beat more than with 

the commanding genera] at his headquarters. 
It was this sympathy U*v the lowly and the weak 

which led him to put death sentences from tin 
n n v i n t o h i s d e s k w i t h o u t h i s a p p r o v a l u n t i l 

the military authorities procured a change in 
the law in order to get around him. When 
the J udge-Advocate General laid the first one be­
fore him he said: *I will keep this a few days un­
til 1 read the testimony/- When the second came 
he said: • I must put this by, until I can settle in 
mv mind whether this soldier ran best serve the 
count v\ dead or alive." To the third he said: u The 
< meral commanding the brigade is to be here in a 
I w d a y s a n d I wi l l s p e i k w i t h h i m a h o u t it 

When the next came and he was told that it was an 
Ktreme ise, that the man was worthless and 

without mother, wii or children, and that the dis 



! • 

n t l f MM nmn n 
i • ' •- il II n Well, al ill. ,Iud i 

li ik 1 m u s t |»iit t |, vvit li in /. >i , \ j . 

l*i si . l i t , w h a t d ii ii i ii \,\ -|, . , . v 

-I \\ li; t ho papers in i hal p »n hoi II 
to cases • >wa rdi< in I he fac of he ei -

nt "ut I ill them l«- j ca s\ I f Almiel (J I 
i 

S ;i m;i n ;i c< >w B r d l y pa i r of l< h< i Can h 

h e l p t h i r r n I I n i n i w ;i \ w i t h h i m ? ' ' 

After all, this consumin sympathy with th< nn- j 
rt anate \\ as t he qua lit v in his nat are which lil I 

him t'< >r t he leader hip a1 t he crucia I t [me and ; 
him th< inspiration for the Emancipation Pr la-
mation, A.nd this quali ty grew out of the exp ri-
ei of his own life. 

HIS FAIRNESS A M ) KEEN [NSIGHT, 

Mr. Lincoln was probably not whal would hav< 
great lawv 

tion. He certainly was not a case lawyer. In his 
practice he did not cite, and doubtless he did not 
know, the precedents in the reports. But he had 
read the law from its original sources. He assimi­
lated whal he read. He knew the secret springs 

l i n o n l a w moi 

accurately, it found rich ground tor fruitage in the 
great soul which the Almighty had given him. He 
was judicial, fair, and just by nature. Thecircum-
tances of his Illinois law practice made his mind 

keen and incisive, and the experience of his politi­
cal contests prepared him for leading and manag­
ing men. and fortified him \'ov his quickly Coining 
share in urreat events. r-> 

W h e n t h e t i m e c a m e h e g r a s p e d t h o s e e v e n t s 

w i t h a firm h a n d a n d a c o m p r e h e n s i v e u n d e r s t a n d -

in;'-. It is impossible now to even enumerate the 



circumstances which lead up to the Civil War 
There wa a negro slai erj in the south and th con 
stitution had recognized it. Bu1 th tl ordi 
nance for the organization of the Norths t 'I rri-
tory, which in importance rivalled the constitution 
itself, dedicated to freedom all thai pari of th 
public domain north of the Ohio. Other territ< »r\ 
acquired later beyond the Mississippi was lefl to 
uncertainty and controversy. The Missouri Com­
promise was only a temporary expedient. I 
forty years the slave power had sou ht to extend 
its system into the parts of this territory when 
southern men had found their new homes. The 
convention which nominated Mr. Lincoln had not 
declare against the slave sysl m within it- old 
limitation but had taken decided ground against 
its extension into the newly formed territories of 
the w< t. 

His ection, even on this platform, embittered 
the slave power on the one hand, and. on the other, 
stimulated while it did not satisfy the rijrhteous 
and ntinmilly growing public sentimenl in the 
no I) w hieh demanded the overthrow ^\' the slave 
53 in altogel her. When he took the oath of office 
h il I batw< n these extreme and contending1 

i Si \ jtal s.s had ;i Ire id \ ;i - mined to go out 
of tl Union and s >1 up a confederated republi of 
l h \ 11. W i t h h i s h a w<\ <>n t h e \i K ) k , l i e t o o k 

h position with exactness. It wa> a position 
w] h pi 1 I non • of the extremists, lie said he 

ri\ d ;ill his p >wers from the constitution, the 
I. and the people, and that it was not within 
l <• MI on i 1011 bo Interfere w it h the slave system 
n the nlave J . • t« . It was his business to nve the 

i , ,,, ;,,M| enforces its laws, Whatever it was well 
, , | , , i . ., \ , I h<- I n i« u i n o 1 pr< » h i l u t e d l>\ t h e e o n 



I 

st i tut ion, lie vvoulcl do: vvhal it wan well to le;i 
undone in order to save the Union he would tv 
bear. He was commanded to enforce the laws of 
the United States by the fundamental law, and )i< 
would do it upon every rod of her territory wit 
such force as might be necessary, so loi * as h< 
ould commaud it. 

This was a simple platform. Its s trength w in 
its simplicity, in its clearness, in its freedom from 
demoralizing and confusing allusions. h vvas 
worthy of a great man and proved equal to a gn it 
occasion. Upon it all patr iots could stand, and 
upon it they did stand. Before it par ty line- dis 
appeared for the time being and under it the great­
est army was gathered tha t ever was marshalled 
by a consti tutional s tate for the suppression of in­
surrection. Under this platform and through this 
army slavery was finally abolished and the slav< 
power overthrown, and all else was done that was 
so well done. 

This is not the day. al though the temptat ion is 
great , to tel l the fascinating1 story <^\' that heroic 
army. It went through all the horrors of an awful 
war to restore the Union and enforce the laws. 
After a contest, which in length o\' time and in un­
numbered horrors had not been anticipated, it met 
with complete success. While succeeding genera­
tions will look' upon each faithful member of that 
grand army as a hero, coming generat ions will 
value more and more deeply the great masterspir i t 
w h i c h w a s b e h i n d i t , w h i c h c a l l e d i t i n t o b e i n g , 

gave it form and organization, framed the simple 
c r e e d w h i c h m a d e it a c o s m o p o l i t a n a r m y o\' t h i n k 

in p a t r i o t s , a n d n e r v e d i t s a r m for t h e m o s t 

heroic deeds in hist<>ry. 
Thai <oeat mind never departed from its simple 



I 

c*i*eed. Ili wax • f se I li li ii up i 
self-imp rtance, ol politi I hat ol I II 
beat ^ unst him, but t he IN »«•;, stood th 

The tiin< were unusual. The whole mntrv 
w ;i- a n i i l i t a rv ea in p. T h e ti na n«ia i ' m , 

overl hr w n. ( i (lit wa s low a ml 11 n nenl 
began print in its i >\\n m< >ney. Th m h< 
army and navy \\ enormous, and the busii 
transactions wei su h as \\ had n r in I 
bet re. Greed was i mpant. The wril of httl 

rptutwas suspended and laws wer hap 1 t suit 
unusual circumstanc s. The r suiting commotion 
threw all manner of minds into activity. Th< I 
tnd the bad, the wise and the crank-s. all ame t 
the surface, and all mcentrated and in1 jnsified at 
the pr sidential office, bul the President adhered 
t hi imple creed and went steadily on his way. 

He tr< ii I all patiently, but frankly. He had 
:n intuitive >ns of proper persp tive; he knew 
the tru importance of things. When a company 

:' mperance people came to ask thai General 
rant be removed because he drank too much, he 

inquired what kind of liquor he drank, and said he 
wanted to know so he could s rid some too the r 

nerals thai thev misrht win such victories as 
Grant was winning*. "Temperance is a good 
thin " h aid -hut we are saving1 the Union 
now. ' 

'I'h intrepid confederate army made no more 
trouble in front than the sincere but impatient 

volition I iders did behind him. To Horace Gree-
1, t h e r e a t e s l of A m e r i c a n ed i t >rs. h i s p a r t y a s -

ociat ud the stin ing thorn in his flesh, he 
w r o t <•: 

I have hint read yxmr.s of the IOth instant, ad-
di (| to myself through the New York T r i b u n e / ' 



11 

k % If there 1 in it airj bat ments or assumptioi 
' fa t which 1 may Unow to be erroneou I donol 

now and here c >nt r >verl t hem.' 
It* there be any inferences which I ma I li 

to b falsely drawn, l do not now and hei irinie 
asrainst them.91 

u I f there be perceptible in it an impatienl and 
di Ltorial tone, I waive it in defer ce to an old 
friend whose heart 1 have always suppos to I 
ricrht/' 

uIf there be those who would not save the Union 
unless thev could at the same time save -hi' rv. 

i 

I d i not agree with them,"' 
"If there be those who would not save the union 

unl. *s thev could at the same time destroy slavery 
I do not agree with them." 

"My i iramount object is to save the Union, ami 
not i itlu to save or destroy slavery 

•It I could save t •• Union without fr ein any 
t 

-la\ •. I would (U) it — if I c >uld save it by freein 
ill the slaves, 1 would di^ it —and it I could do it 
by fre ring some and leaving1 other- alone. I w aid 
LISO do that.'" 

••What 1 do about slavery and the < riored race, 1 
« 

• I tuse 1 believe it helps to save the Union, and 
what I forbear, I forbear because I di^ not believe 
it would help I > save the I nion." 

I shall d i less whenever I shall believe that 
ha t I a n i d n h u r t s t h e e a u s e . a n d I s h a l l l l 

more w hen >ver 1 believe doin<j more will help tin 

i shall tr\ to correct errors when shown to In 
a n d I h a l l a d o p l n e w \dew - SO fas t a s t h e \ 

d i a l I i p p a p t o be t n n \ iew s. " 

I have hei bated my purpos* rdin to m\ 
v" f HI ia I dul a nil I intend no imuiiti w ion 



I 

0 f in\ ofl *\ l ) i i : I j ft 

every" here >uld In* 
From the hum it tot iin fa II s| a 

to his nei hb * In t h S] 
the f tal n IH in I 11 bin life 
seeral I to th st n 
Kvri'N hll ^ a s KUl it 

pn sal sfj n to kno\* I hat hi I an 
\v;h ' i i M i m m a t I be l V nt I h i - ^ 

reward 
Ml LIN< S kS \ BP] \ M i:. 

M I »ln ivas not an at n tin* sens thai 
his torn] • in t In* n minat ing >m 
was it lit- v aw kward in pers n. H 
was a read< I lit tture; but he seldom used its 
i « t o rnam it hi9 addr *s II . as in 
ei vthin he was plain and unassumin; II 

ii * th ;nv> of t he t raditional i-
tor. W have b< n led t admire th tin nev oi 

thei tnd ite »r upants - . the 
n 11 other sin thru, hnt surely he ranks 
noi of tl in. In purity of sty] he sur-
tl m ill. And he made many sp< >ehes. In 

in n il j urney alone he made thirty-six 
i >re r I substantial addr< esupon great ques-

and al > with safety and marl d a< 
ta l lit II h i m s e l f , w a s h a r d l y in h i s ad -

II linrntiv i ssful as a speech 
but h *u< -ss was not in his appearance, 

fn inner**, hut in the substanc of what he 
id. II s HI he was held up 1 his 

* 

bih l" w a Irr t ibl a ad his si \ h 
i i, t be del I ln# lub and be1 t he 

u, , , i , nd t h p l a i n | p i e w h ns t it ill • 

, l tleul a inbhttf A I llin In, H I t hat t tin 
;, ,,|. pt I p netr tlnj that it has 



' I ]I t I I.I 

I \ I !; \ i v II I i n |• 111 I I ' I M 

W .1 I I I 111 \ I W V r | i l | 

I I I * I I M | II | W i l l i 

I I I \ III i t I t . 

Iu» it ivi I* >tl I I I 
»li MI I I r | i iv i n<l put 

t hiMii to th im un uuiI end 
n n 11 t Ii si 

ml with nf \ i v ' II 
w i t h H I n • t iv f i l l t | |8 I n u i I li«t I n 

w w [1 Ii w n I I I ! 11(1 .i l i d St . i t 

not h i t w Ii l» v\ u UI itv< 1111 I ti 

II mi ^ t • n - w i i- ] i tin I w i t 
I I l i t . ' ! .1 \ M l I I l i . I t I I N 

I i l t u.11 in f 'in n i t in 11 • 

i in si IHM tion w i t h tin titiu %\ »|u 
i ii ii II • 11 his not \\ 

w it h nt I l u l l .i it mtl»< • t i l l l»;i ml ^ 
Ii inn i i " ui .i t n h< t M »iv \ | : Si w 

IIHMllI »l I t « Ii t M i l l [si IM Vdtl l l lN l l | •* 

n w it Ii (Ji it Itrit a in made IM m 
I u nt :l t he mi I u w 

I I t i l s ' t r dopu rt nt l< \> ha n 
le i n h< I l \ i In pi f I hot 

«II I n • \ .iml .ill 11 v\ p i ickh 
\ - 11 i n \ i i I I i i n | l l i e i l t M l * * 

1 t i o n 1 t Ii y i 11 11 ha ml il v>-

^ tl mpli udi men! u|toii th 
Do tl w i t h only I lie In »! V% I 

ut • 11 • w II n \ , i uniii fni mini ui nt t In 
11« u 11 p h i n t «»« i i i 11 h i 

leitdei In Ivi I in \ miii'ill \N t h 
mil »» lil i i h> i n«l w t h v of 



the greatest professional military men of the a ••. 
He was alert and his acts wert timely. He < o-

sured delay unsparingly. He thanked the army for 
victory very quickly. 11< promoted the des rving. 
Aguin and again he called upon the nation to hum-
ble itself in prayer before the God of nations. 

LTpOU t in o n d n i g h t Of t h e d e r i s i v e b a t t l e of 

Gettysburg he wrote an order as Commander-in-
Chief I Genera] Meade, directing him to intercept 
1 v retreat and give him another battle, Il< 
st-nt it by a sp< ial mesenger, with a private not< 
s p i n g t h a t t h i s s e e n u I t o h i m t o b e t h e t h i n g t o 

do. but thai he would leave it to the ultimate de-
t -ion of the military commander on the ground. 
'lis - ral order was not a matter of record, and 

I not be. If Meade would undertake the move­
nt, and it was successful, he need say nothing* 
ut i t . If it f a i l e d , h e c o u l d p u b l i s h t h e o r d e r 

MI liatelv. In other words: ifcGo ahead. Make 
nhe : tttempt to annihilate that army in its 
shear aed state and before it can recross the 

•i\ If the attempt succeeds, von take the glory 
it; and if it fails I will take the responsibility of 

i " 
']') | DI of t h e s t a t e ^\' N e w Y o r k w i l l n e v e r 

i ,f<-o rnor Seward than they always 
did but rather they will hold his memory in 

;,i i still hi her esteem with the passing 
I, ,t the people of New York will always 

1, -iti, i,t'u satisfaction upon the ori tnal draft 
En , ncipat ion Proclamat Ion in t heir state 

111,, ',,, 11 |( ,n clear band ^\' t he reat Kman 
,;i ),',,,, |f. w it h o n l y a f o r m a l b( i i m i n a n d 

iii 1 ha n<l w rit ing of t he accomplished 
o) Htat< The ;• > ite i aei of hi lih 

, t i y \ I I ' ac t of a n \ lift1 VVII8 i l o W r 



IH 

min i b\ t lie Intel 1' e a ncl in i i 
hand of t his plain I llinob* la w \ er In hi « 

1118 WIT. 

1 n s] ikin i >f t h tha pad er oi \ bra ham I 
it is D t permissible to mil a sp n 
his wit, for it was proverbial and a \ irt tin 
man. [n quick retorl in apt illustration, in n 
hum r, he had i w peers, This ac omplishment is 

unmonh dan£ rous to public men, but his 
was so pure, so spontaneous, «̂> apt, and his ser­
vices were so transcendent, that he I is n I sufl d 
in consequen e of it. Indeed it was fortunate th; I 
he had it. for it ime to his aid at eriti< tl jun< 
tures. It helped relieve the hours of his des n-
den \. ami thev were many. It enforced his views, 
h saved him when at the breaking point. 

On the 5th of June, 1863, he wrote General 
II- >ker: In a word, 1 would not take any risk 

being entangle I upon the river like an ox 
jumped half over a fence and liable t > be torn h\ 
th< dogs front and rear, without a fair chant to 

>re one w a\ ^v kick tin* o ther / ' And, in a day, 
th ei hteen thousand dead and wounded I n >n 
soldiers at Chancellorsville, immediately bore 
dreadful testimony to tin* military foresight oi tin 
jr< 11 w ar president. 

I i committee ^\' con ressmen s\ ho came to pro 
I st a linst the removal ^( McClellan, he said 
f r a n k l y t h a t he t h o u ht t h e n r r a l h a d h a d o p 

i rtunity; that he complained too much, and that 
ii made no In idwav. TIHM replied that he was 
i rtainly a (/ it enulna i "̂  es, but he must hav< 
run Uttlonary engine/1 was the a nsw 

( >ing down to review the army, he r up n an 
ni\ wa| n and f und th driver HW tring at his 

mui II aid Mj fi nd. \ ou mu t l an 



i;,,iv .palianV kiNo, sir: \\ hat makeN you t liini 
„,'• asked the man. \\ h\ you Bwear the way 
Governor Seward does and lie is an Episcopalian 
I.iii li has mill. , to drive sometimei and it maj I. 
j n t in' busine! ' \\ ;is t In- a iisw er. 

His isp upon affairs was sufficiently stron to 
let him use his wil with impunity. He us,.,i it \\,v 

i laudable purpose and it broughl him rest from 
his ureal >':ires. 

It \\ ould I' ;i profitable occupal ion for some stu 
denl to colled the innumerable, published, homeh 
references and witty illustrations used while he 
w a s p r e s i d e n t , a n d d r a w n f r o i n h i s Life in I l l i n o i s . 

Indeed it is no1 fanciful to say that this conspicu­
ous trail in his character, t his keenness of wit. t his 
I >f story tellings this quickness of retort, was 
lai lf\ d veloped by his experiences in the hotels 
a n d in t in- • Mirt r o o m s w h e n h e w a s a n i t i n e r a n t 

lawyer up< >n t he 81 li circuil of t his s tate, 
BAG \< loi s r o i . l l i e s . 

lie h I fi ly d( clared his indifference to renom-
inal i< 'ii ri t he end of his first term. I [e had 
[in MI d whether the name of some other candi 

dat< would ii'-1 • f rther to save the Union, He 
had a\ w • I hi>, entire i adiness to stand aside foi 

t I | . .11 \\ h o s e na m e WOllld U n i t e 1 he 

l\\ in .• ! h e a r in ies a s i n " le \\)(\ u p o n t h e 

ii I , , t h( end < his Hrs1 term polil leal dif-
httd i mie inten e behind him, It was 

i ,i.i. to him. In 181 he had thought of 
n i ,,,i ;, II part ies and unite all pat ri • 

ganizal n w Ith one of his old oppo-
I ,,, , , n i i nee. He had sent Thur-

DO] ej tnour \\ Itha request that 
, ,,id pur ue ii' H -. tve war i >1 

uid to onu the i mdidate oi II 
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2] 

In another half hour Mr. Stanton had been reor­
ganized and the difficulty removed. 

When two votes were ye1 needed to pass the 
amendment to the consti tution abolishing slavery, 
in congress, so that it could be sent to the states. 
he sent for two members and said: "Those two 
votes must be procured." When asked how. he re­
plied: "This amendment affects millions now in 
bondage and many millions more yet unborn. The 
matter is too large to be fooled with, I am presi­
dent of the United States, with great powers, and 
1 expect you to procure those two votes.*" The 
significance of the remark was understood and the 
votes were procured, and the acts of the President 
and the army were soon approved and established 
by const i tut ional action. 

Mr. Lincoln was a politician. Imt his political 
operations were commendable for they had a laud­

able end in view. 

RELIGIOUS FEELINGS. 

Mr. Lincoln's religious views have been sur­
rounded with mystery, [ n e a r l y life he was cer-
certainly a doubter, a n d h e expressed his doubts 
freely, but it is also certain that in mature r years 
he acquired considerable religious feeling, and all 
tin facts go to show thai it deepened with his ex­
panding greatness . Indeed it promoted his great -
iicss. He was not hypocritical, lie never paraded 
He cared nothing Cor denominational differ 
ences and l i t t le for creeds. A.n analysis of his're 
li .us feelings would doubtless uncover points 
with which many chris t ians would no1 agn e, Hut 
l IIH- to be an undoubted believer In (*m\. in im 
mort lit in t lie larger Liberty w hieh makes men 



freei As early as 18(50 he wrote to Newton Bate 
m a n : 

>'I know tha t there is a God and thai He hates 
injustice and slavery. I see the storm coming and 
1 know that His hand is in it. IT Me has ;i plac< 
a n d a w o r k f o r i n c . a n d I t h i n k M r h a s . 1 b e l l v< 

[ am ready. I am nothing, but truth is e\ ry-
thing. [ know that I am right, because I know 
that liberty is right, for Christ tenches it and 
Christ is God/' 

In November, L862, he enjoined the orderly ob­
servance of the Sabbath upon the army and the 
navy as "a becoming deference to the best ^emi­
nent of a christian people, and a due regard to tin 

D i v i n e W i l l . " a n d a d d e d : " T h e d i s c i p l i n e a n d 

character of the national forces should not suffer 
n r the tuse they defend be imperiled by tin 

an at ion of the day or the mime of the Most 
High." 

There has been much said in relation to the pe-
aliarities of Mr. Lincoln's religious opinions, but 

th< | - u l i a r i t i es a r e o f s m a l l a c c o u n t . a n d t h e f a c t -

e t( i numerous to leave anv room f r doubt tha 
1 i ma i! of d< p a nd cont Lnua 1I \ deepening 
religious culture. He had a constitutional teud-

n t«o trds sacred bhinirs, an intense emotional 
n a t \\n a n i n n ; i t r i r d f< »r t h e t r u t h . a n i u l v\\ 

r ince for t he i lit, an a bidin i use f his de 
pendens up n ( U >d, Vnd a l l t h i s l imi t i I a nd \ 
pa nded a nd <•< >rr< La ted hi • a h i ua I it I t he ^\c 

" l e n t a n d 111»I»11 i I d i i f || i t . i 11 d u i ' i n 

" • n cI lHJ W h i c h .1 I I \ d it I t I \ m e r : u 

PU h l i e I |ir« ,i h t i n i ! I c r i - . i s i n it h 

" d ha p t h i - M I h I In- ., I , , T ; f f r 

• m m . - l i t i n t i l l * W o r l d . 
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mblic 1 e, an \\\ under the searchli hi of publi 
invest at ion. Kven his first love ha li th 
plain name I Vnn Rutled t o a f a m e s tin 
that all patri tic Americans are tempi «l t« mi 
ne> far that the\ mav drop a sympath tic t iro^ 
tho fair head at her luuuhlo and untim 1\ i\ 
His liking for tho anonymous hymn, uOh! Win 
Should the Spirit oi Mortal be Proud?* lias immor­
talized it. 

Out o( all this thoughtful study there has -a-ow n 
i literature, both in prose and verse, which forms 
no small part (>\ the general l i terature o( the na­
tion * or indeed of the Anglo-Saxon race. Out oJ 
this prolific l i terature 1 quickly draw a tow sug­
gestions in the hope that they may have some spe­
cial interest to this vast assemblage of the people o\ 
the University, supplemented so proudly by the 
residents of tho thrifty adjacent cities, the teachers 
and pupils of the public schools, and the veteran 
soldiers of the Grand Army of the Union, Illinois-

« 

ans all, proud of our great state and cherishing all 
that has ennobled her life, we shall hope to find 

tmething in tho career of Abraham Lincoln in 111-
inois which specially qualified him for his remark­
able n ^'d in the presidency and for his world-re-
now aed \\ ork, 

01 \K l OF BIRTH A N P SYMPATHY WITH VUV SOUTH 

None of as ran throw off the influences which 
sprinj ra the place of our nativity or the asso 
ciations >ur first years, Grounded as Mr, Lin 

>ln was in th principles oJ free government 
sti n as ho was in his love I r the humanities, ab 
horrent us he was of the slave system, it was fortu 
Date that he was born south of the Ohio and in 
slave state, and that his irlim* life was spent in 



. . » >l 

southern Illinois among*a |> >ple who werestroi 
sympathetic with the people of the south bj i 

o( kindred and associations. The ti< \ of bh h. 
of kindred, of years of familiar association with a 
chivalric people, and of marriage, all combined i 
cyive the man whose official acts were to : ither 1 
greatest army that a constitution;!! stafo r\ r 
marshalled to subdue insurrection, a deep and 
abiding sympathy with the people of the south. 

This it was thai led him when the crucial m -
nuMit had come which required him to speak from 
his great other to an agitated people, already torn 
into fragments, to take his inaugural address upon 
his knee, even when surrounded by multitudesof 
great men and the excitement of a great occasion. r̂  

even after the bugles had sounded the onward 
march of the inaugural procession, and add the im­
portant part of these memorable words: 

"In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-country-
men. and not in mine, is the momentous issue of 
civil war. The government will not assail you/ ' 

"You can have no conflict without being* your-
selves the aggressors. You have no oath registered t 

in heaven to destroy the government; while I shall 
have the most solemn one to preserve, protect and 
defend it. " 

"1 am loth to close. We are not enemies, but 
friends. We must not be enemies. Thou h pas 
sion m a y h a v e s t r a i n e d , it m u s t not b r e a k OUJ 
l>« >nds of a Sect u>n." 

"The mystic <-i)v<\ of memory, stretchin from 
ery battle Held and patriot $ rave to every livinj 

h( irt and hearthstone, all over this broad land 
will 3 t well the chorus of the Union, when a train 
touched, as surely as they will be, by the better 
in e l s «d" o u r na t l i r e . " 



It \\ as t his km>w led e ' >f t he soul hern ) 
which enabled him to take the < >urs and tal it 
promptly which prevented his native b: it.- with 
her great associates upon the borderline fr mi I 
I winir the six sisters with which thej w 
closelv allied and which had already assuim I 
cto out of the Union, a ml thus to win at the outs I 
i memorable triumph in administration with ut 
which we cannot but fear thai the strug t r th 
union must have broken in disaster. It was this 
\ m: ithy with the south which led him to tii 

his most drastic official acts with expressions of 
liners so kindly to the south thai no man could 

1 embittered unless already craz d by passion, 
iml which gives his memory a recognized place in 
he warm feelings ^\' the great South-land to-day. 

81 Ml' \ Ml Y \\ I I'll T H E n o n I . 

Abraham Lincoln was the child of the < unmou 
pcoph-. The training for his great work was in 
the school *>\' poverty and n( toil. His i >ugh 
pioneer life opened to him the secret springs 
h u m a n a c t i o n . It w a s no t i i i . n i cv , h u t b r a w n 

which couhl put down the Rebellion. The pe >ple 
the north had been separated l»v political dis 

tua ion and hate. They were to be united in -el-
ii I >re an army c>uhl be marshalled. His 
sa ions words, born of Ids experiences in llli 
"••is. did the work. Could the real \ew York 

aator hai laid from his standpoint what I heard 
Vlr. Lincoln lay to the New York le atun and 

ith like effect ? I!< ir him: 
I d( in it just to you, to myself and to all, t hat 

I ' >Uld > e e v e r y t hi l l ; t h a t I s h o u l d Ir i r e \ » T \ 

tiiii that I should hai everj light that can In 
1 lit w it h i n inv n K h. in ord( t t ha t w Ir n I | | 

^ i i L I ha II ha \ e n \ »d \ e r \ opt) rt u n i t \ 


