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I \ I8f>() in v \va 
srhin>l led in«-. wit h 
varying r 
tin* stately m a n 
\\ h ich h a d 1 • n t hi 

idence of oi N 
Y< >rK s 11 rn-
ors and most *d 
s o n s , W i l l i a m H e m 

Sewa rd. The ass< L-
tion of t his hoiif wit li 
one of t h. •;i 

n;i mes in t he hist* >rv f 
t l ic state gav it un­

usual interest to all, and, in connection with <\ nts 
whi h were then transpiring1, Led it to i rl a con­
siderable influence upon m\ childish th light. Its 
former occupanl was no1 ye\ a memory. II v 
s t i l l B gl it fo rce in t h e p u b l i c l i fe of t h e pi p I 

II was representing his gn it state in the senate 
>f tli nation, with a wealth of scholarship and lit -

• r a r v c u l t u r e a s w e l l a s of h i f l f h m i n d e d t h o i h 

IMI couraj i , which reflected Lastin hon< ii] n 
himself and his people alike He was ;i coimn< \ 
• ml d n a 11 pad ive li ure a lx >u1 the • i pita I i h 

st ;i t and the halo of gl< >rj which sun >und< 1 h 
t h e p r i n c i p l e s for w h i e l i he st od, t h e flueil \ 

hi sp h and t he nice of his Ktylo readily a\> 
t h e i i | M .11 i \ e c h ( M i n t h e e h ; i m I >0l\H i)J m \ a w a k 

n i u i M 11, 

W li' II IIM' I te |>n ntod him to tin invent >n 
p.i rt i Its candidal t li< pi osidoiv \ II ud 

when ill the peoph d u t mo \\t%\ or tl nbli t In 



promisin , I there i 
\\ O l u h r t h a t I A > h i s aim- ;i nd m l hu da 

t i . \ n w I t l i i ' n is l i I st a i s m a n v i t 

sicl r .! iil Kplil t «•!• ' i'r. MM I he fa r • id 
lllim i \ i-w N r\^ | M i >pl< felt •-«i hi I v. a i I 

M r Thurl W 1 d< ia red t hat NTew "> i >rl< <a 
m« t i int rathei than the ma ter of tl 

IK party, it was n. it s t range thai I had s me lit 
tI am on disappointment. II n m 

1 by that invention were new and Ion nd 
t in a ml 1 wr be UA bra ha m Lin< • 

nd lannibal I la ml in" on a pice*' of paper and pu1 
it in m. :• el BO that if occasion should require I 

i hat t h y wer< Bui t hat pa per - n 
HI use ! >s. t'< >r i n a (la v t he m aid ti( i if t ha t 

n I line a leading figure in the world 
\nd h i issinir day onlv strengthened tin* >n-

•' i thai whal was then done was for tunate and 
> \ II done; indeed, that it was directed by that 

I • i lene< which is in and a b<»nt all i if t he a H'a ir 
i»! mei 

It my purpo e to-day to inquire what w n tin 
,ji i! | • ;i nd w ha t had p n id need t he q u a lit »s, in 

A , ha m I Am J n, the ehi Id of p< \\ evt} . 11 
of t il. the itinerant country lawyer, the | >li 

I •limit ed i K perienci in t h< a tVa irs i he i 
w h i c h m a d e h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of th : si 

ril ia I iffice (3urin i he cril i< > I peri, ui the < I 
\\ ;i I i much im >re nefieenl t ha n \\ u 11 n i IHMUII 

| i . i ii Id ha \ • r< iU It I f n an t i l l «•' 

t I • 11 -11 ;< i ! I . d a i d e n O I t ' M p i I I I , ! 

I III I,. ri ii' I e n a t o r 11 an t h e 

.11 ai.ii i it Ion will IM t lui \\U d 11 
ii2i i « aia I polil leal i II i a i ii net il 

» i "V OK Till I II \ i; U T I i: iil i i xc t l l N 
I • 111 y e 11» 11 111 ( I II 

\ 



ih m I lin union | vvh 
svini it liel ie with tl p 11 >u1 h I 

• 

on f b 11 t and a tti Th birth, 
I n i rfi i m i l i a r oc ia I w i t } ) a 

liix Iric tnd (>f ma rria i II eombii : 
give t he in; n \\ In i ia I act v t 
Greatest a rmv t hat a >n ituti na I 
marshalled to ul lue in wvr a d I 

biding sympathy with the p >pl the -nth. 
This it was thai I I him when tli iial mo­

ment had come which r quired him 1 tk 
his reat oilier t an agital I pe >p] air iy 4 rn 
into fragm< its, to tal • his inaugural address u] n 
his knee- even wh n surround( I by mul itud sot 
yreat m u and the excitement • fa it o< ision, 
even after the bugles had sounded the iv I 
mar h of the inaugural pro< ssion, and add th im-
i >rtant pari of these memorable words: 

••In your hands, my dissatisfy I fellow- untry-
men, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of 
civil war. The government will not assail 3 u.M 

"You can have no conflict without 1 inar vour-
dves the aggre >rs. You have no oath registered 

in heaven to destroy the government; while 1 shall 
hn\ • the mosl solemn one to preserve, prot< I and 
defend i l . ** 

"I am Loth to close. We are not enemies, but 
f r i e n d s . W e m u s t n o t be e n e m i e s . T h o u h p a s 

sion may have strained, it must not br< ik our 
bonds of a ffeel ion, 

The mystic cord of memory, stretching fr 111 
ev< ry battle field and patriot prove bo ever) livinj 
h< art and hearthston< ill over this i-i-. I land 
will v. 1 swell the chorus of i lie I nl n, \\ l< i> tin 
1 >uchedt as surelj as t he\ vvill b< i>\ 11 1 tter 
an i'b of our n ' ure. 



It was this knowledge of tin* southern peopl< 
which enabled him to take the course and take it 
promptly, which prevented his native state with 
her great associates upon the border line from fol­
lowing the six sisters with which they wen 
closelv allied and which had a l ready assumed to 
go out of t he Union, and thus to win at the outsel 
a memorable t r iumph in administrat ion without 
which we cannot but fear that the s t ruggle for the 
union must have broken in disaster, [ t was th is 
sympathy with the south which led him to ting 
Ins most drastic official acts with expressions of 
f( diners so kindly to the south tha t no man could 
be embit tered unless a l ready crazed by passion, 
and which gives his memory a recognized place in 
the warm feelings of the g rea t South-land to-day. 

SYMPATHY WITH THE PEOPLE. 

Abraham Lincoln was the child of the common 
people. The training- for his grea t work was in 
the school of poverty and of toil. His rough 
pioneer life opened to him the secret springs of 
human aetion. I t was not money, but b rawn 
which could put down the Rebellion. The people 
of the nor th had been separated by political dis­
cussion and hate . Thev were to be united in feel-
Lng before an a rmy could be marshalled. His 
sagacious words, born of his experiences in Illi­
nois, did the work. Could the great NYw York 
senator* have said from his s tandpoint what I heard 
Mr*. Lincoln say to the New York legislature, and 
with like effect? Hear him: 

4*I dee in it just to you, to myself and to all. that 
I should sec everything; t ha t I should hear every­
thing; t ha t I should have every Lighl that can be 
brought within my reach, in order thai when I <\^ 
s o speal I shall have enjoyed every opportunity 



t ui true } ii !i • i | 
us i l don't | «e to ^ at 1 hi tim< 

t he p Ah \ nment. Hut when 
m - I shall sp ns well as 1 in H ble, I 

I t he pi at H ad tut in t hi nt i 
the 1 I t h t he u t h B rid t h it h his 

unit r\ t he i I of t he on and 1 
and t all st I ions 11 c< mnt i 

This was hiuuilit \ which wn not assumed 
While it was a s< king for li tit and I r uidanc< 
whi was known t be sincere, b use tin 
his >r oi the man. it was strongly su stiv< u 
h i g h p u r p o s e , w r t h y of tin* r it p la to w h i c h 

he was : ing and of the momentous acts which 
;oon plunged the who! i -untn into the awi 1 
\ s: of war. 

Mr, Lincoln was not an aristocrat, as the term is 
i tmmonly understood, and he could not be, Th 
was no a titiciality about him. He never prt 
tended to be other than he was: indeed he was 
careful not to appear to be other than he was. He 
carried his Illinois ways and his Illinois ideas with 

« 

h i m t o t h e p r e s i d e n c y . W h e n h e s p o k e h e d r e w 

t 'reely u p o n h i s I l l i n o i s e x p e r i e n c e s . S o m e w h o 

lived in a kind of artificial society thought at the 
time that he was c arse. He was not coarse. He 
was simply natural, unaffected and honest. Of 
course under the influences of his great position 
and his new surroundings, his Life underwent a 
change. As he would say. he ' 'bought a new coat." 
He avoided being ^d<\. He conformed I i the 
reasonable conventionalities of the place, while he 
ripened and grew in strength, but he never dis 
s( mbled. There was nothing of which he was so 
pr»»ud a s h i s r i g h t t o a p l a c e in t h e c r o w d , u p o n 

the ground door <>\' the great human family; and 
» 



nothii w Inch afforded him i mu m i I 
recHll the events of his 3 nth ai 1 r ml I i 
stories t liin \ oun una tiho -<| in 111 in \\ l 
there w as H freshn is and H I I ilitj H I 
parens H b ni it, \\ hich I nt H charm to hi 
and ga \ e real 1 ree to his admin t ra t n. 

His i eling for t he I \ I v a tid >pr v in 
tense, aim $1 c msumin He c mid tr it u H I I 
wart m D with indiffer tit familial iv. but th< 
o ;i child touched his h a r1 a nd t he pi- ulin 
w oman unnerved him. 

He commenced the growth of his whisk s up 
rec iving a childish letter fr m a little irl. ai I 
when his inaugural train stopped I a moment at 
Westfield he ask d U^v her and t h m L down int 
the crowd that he might kiss her, 

I l e a l w a x s p o k e f a m i l i a r l y t > t h e officer wl 

\oin\ at his door and seemed to relish a chat \\ ith 
he private soldier upon his beat more than with 

the commanding genera] at his headquarters. 
It was this sympathy U*v the lowly and the weak 

which led him to put death sentences from tin 
n n v i n t o h i s d e s k w i t h o u t h i s a p p r o v a l u n t i l 

the military authorities procured a change in 
the law in order to get around him. When 
the J udge-Advocate General laid the first one be­
fore him he said: *I will keep this a few days un­
til 1 read the testimony/- When the second came 
he said: • I must put this by, until I can settle in 
mv mind whether this soldier ran best serve the 
count v\ dead or alive." To the third he said: u The 
< meral commanding the brigade is to be here in a 
I w d a y s a n d I wi l l s p e i k w i t h h i m a h o u t it 

When the next came and he was told that it was an 
Ktreme ise, that the man was worthless and 

without mother, wii or children, and that the dis 



! • 

n t l f MM nmn n 
i • ' •- il II n Well, al ill. ,Iud i 

li ik 1 m u s t |»iit t |, vvit li in /. >i , \ j . 

l*i si . l i t , w h a t d ii ii i ii \,\ -|, . , . v 

-I \\ li; t ho papers in i hal p »n hoi II 
to cases • >wa rdi< in I he fac of he ei -

nt "ut I ill them l«- j ca s\ I f Almiel (J I 
i 

S ;i m;i n ;i c< >w B r d l y pa i r of l< h< i Can h 

h e l p t h i r r n I I n i n i w ;i \ w i t h h i m ? ' ' 

After all, this consumin sympathy with th< nn- j 
rt anate \\ as t he qua lit v in his nat are which lil I 

him t'< >r t he leader hip a1 t he crucia I t [me and ; 
him th< inspiration for the Emancipation Pr la-
mation, A.nd this quali ty grew out of the exp ri-
ei of his own life. 

HIS FAIRNESS A M ) KEEN [NSIGHT, 

Mr. Lincoln was probably not whal would hav< 
great lawv 

tion. He certainly was not a case lawyer. In his 
practice he did not cite, and doubtless he did not 
know, the precedents in the reports. But he had 
read the law from its original sources. He assimi­
lated whal he read. He knew the secret springs 

l i n o n l a w moi 

accurately, it found rich ground tor fruitage in the 
great soul which the Almighty had given him. He 
was judicial, fair, and just by nature. Thecircum-
tances of his Illinois law practice made his mind 

keen and incisive, and the experience of his politi­
cal contests prepared him for leading and manag­
ing men. and fortified him \'ov his quickly Coining 
share in urreat events. r-> 

W h e n t h e t i m e c a m e h e g r a s p e d t h o s e e v e n t s 

w i t h a firm h a n d a n d a c o m p r e h e n s i v e u n d e r s t a n d -

in;'-. It is impossible now to even enumerate the 



circumstances which lead up to the Civil War 
There wa a negro slai erj in the south and th con 
stitution had recognized it. Bu1 th tl ordi 
nance for the organization of the Norths t 'I rri-
tory, which in importance rivalled the constitution 
itself, dedicated to freedom all thai pari of th 
public domain north of the Ohio. Other territ< »r\ 
acquired later beyond the Mississippi was lefl to 
uncertainty and controversy. The Missouri Com­
promise was only a temporary expedient. I 
forty years the slave power had sou ht to extend 
its system into the parts of this territory when 
southern men had found their new homes. The 
convention which nominated Mr. Lincoln had not 
declare against the slave sysl m within it- old 
limitation but had taken decided ground against 
its extension into the newly formed territories of 
the w< t. 

His ection, even on this platform, embittered 
the slave power on the one hand, and. on the other, 
stimulated while it did not satisfy the rijrhteous 
and ntinmilly growing public sentimenl in the 
no I) w hieh demanded the overthrow ^\' the slave 
53 in altogel her. When he took the oath of office 
h il I batw< n these extreme and contending1 

i Si \ jtal s.s had ;i Ire id \ ;i - mined to go out 
of tl Union and s >1 up a confederated republi of 
l h \ 11. W i t h h i s h a w<\ <>n t h e \i K ) k , l i e t o o k 

h position with exactness. It wa> a position 
w] h pi 1 I non • of the extremists, lie said he 

ri\ d ;ill his p >wers from the constitution, the 
I. and the people, and that it was not within 
l <• MI on i 1011 bo Interfere w it h the slave system 
n the nlave J . • t« . It was his business to nve the 

i , ,,, ;,,M| enforces its laws, Whatever it was well 
, , | , , i . ., \ , I h<- I n i« u i n o 1 pr< » h i l u t e d l>\ t h e e o n 



I 

st i tut ion, lie vvoulcl do: vvhal it wan well to le;i 
undone in order to save the Union he would tv 
bear. He was commanded to enforce the laws of 
the United States by the fundamental law, and )i< 
would do it upon every rod of her territory wit 
such force as might be necessary, so loi * as h< 
ould commaud it. 

This was a simple platform. Its s trength w in 
its simplicity, in its clearness, in its freedom from 
demoralizing and confusing allusions. h vvas 
worthy of a great man and proved equal to a gn it 
occasion. Upon it all patr iots could stand, and 
upon it they did stand. Before it par ty line- dis 
appeared for the time being and under it the great­
est army was gathered tha t ever was marshalled 
by a consti tutional s tate for the suppression of in­
surrection. Under this platform and through this 
army slavery was finally abolished and the slav< 
power overthrown, and all else was done that was 
so well done. 

This is not the day. al though the temptat ion is 
great , to tel l the fascinating1 story <^\' that heroic 
army. It went through all the horrors of an awful 
war to restore the Union and enforce the laws. 
After a contest, which in length o\' time and in un­
numbered horrors had not been anticipated, it met 
with complete success. While succeeding genera­
tions will look' upon each faithful member of that 
grand army as a hero, coming generat ions will 
value more and more deeply the great masterspir i t 
w h i c h w a s b e h i n d i t , w h i c h c a l l e d i t i n t o b e i n g , 

gave it form and organization, framed the simple 
c r e e d w h i c h m a d e it a c o s m o p o l i t a n a r m y o\' t h i n k 

in p a t r i o t s , a n d n e r v e d i t s a r m for t h e m o s t 

heroic deeds in hist<>ry. 
Thai <oeat mind never departed from its simple 


