


" REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE TO STUDY NEEDS FOR RECREATION/L FACILITIES
ON THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS CAMPUS
CHAMPAIGN~-URBANA, ILLINOIS

Assignment

e Commnittee!s assignment is outlined in President Stoddard'!'s letter of October

1 —
U

"It is generally recognized, I am sure, that there is need for
the expansion of existing recreational facilities for students
and the development of new ones., The tremendous increase in
enrollment has made it necessary to take over for housing some
of the out-of-door areas and indoor facilities formerly used for
recreation. Hence the recreational situation is much less ade-
quate than it was before the war.

"Perhaps a good approach to the problem is a study by a faculty
committee representative of vzarious interests and fields of
recreation, including arts and crafts, cultural activities (read-
ing, lectures, museums, concerts, etc.), dramatics, music, social
activities (dances, parties, mixers, etc,), and sports.

"] am, therefore, asking you to serve, with Director S. C. Staley
as Chairyman, as a committee to (1) make a survey of existing
facilities and programs, and (2) make recommendations based on

your findings,.

"Since no major facilities requiring capital improvements in the
University'!s physical plant can be added at the present time, the
problem is largely one of long-range planning. I am hopeful, how-
ever, that some improvements can be made within our present
financial and physical resources.™

Approach

> Committee assumed that its assignment was intended to cover the Champaign-

>ana campus only; also, that its assignment should cover all University personnel.
> latter is in line not only with modern industrial practice but developments
urring at other large educational institutions. The following table indicates

> kinds and number of personnel involved:

University Personnel (1947«L8)
(Note: All figures are fluctuating)

Undergraduate students 16,491
Graduate students 2,390
Professionzl students 510
High school students 250
Faculty (teachers, researchers, librarians) 2,599
Non-academic staff 2,248
Natural Resource surveys (staff, clerks, etc. 300
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In keeping with standard professional practice, recreation was interpreted as in-
cluding all of the following broad categories of leisure-~time activity:

Arts and crafts

Country activities

Cultural (non-curricular educational) activities
Dramatics

Music activities

soclial activities

oporis

Phe Committee held conferences with 36 individuals, representing 29 campus organiza-
gions, who were directly or indirectly interested 1n the problem of recreatio
Phese are listed below:

rFaculty Representatives

& ...—1;_ A | -

University High School

.

John Boye Non-academic Personnel
D. A. Branigan School of Music (music activities)
S. C. Branscomb Library School (reading)
R D. Brown Allerton Park
Virginia Chamberlin Women's pAthletic Association (sports, women)
R. B. Downs Library School (reading)
J. E« Ewers Security Office
Je 1o wallace Committee on Student Affairs
Arthur Hamilton Foreign students
T« S¢ Hamilton American fAssociation of University Professors
L« A. Hellmer Student Personnel Bureau
irginia Horne Terrapin Club (aquatics, women)
argaret Mains Orchesis (dance, women)
D. R. Kills Intercollegiate Athletics (athletics, men)
R. Murphy Department of Speech (debating)
Irene Pierson I1lini Union (social activities)
H. D. Price Intramural and Recreaztional Sports (sports, men)
F. J. Roos Department of Art (arts and crafts)
0. G, Schaffer University Club
Wesley Swanson Theatre Guild (dramatics)
L. J« Thomas Country Sports
Leah Trelease Dean of Women (one time)
F. He Turner Dean of Students

Student Representatives

P. W, Davey Men's Independent Association

¥. Cs Ford Student Senate

%+ No Herleman Interfraternity Council
. O+ Hertensteln Intramural and Recreational Sports (sports, men)
: L. Ice I11lini Union (social recreation)
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Graduate Students
Intramural and Recreational Sports (sports,
[11ini Theatre Guild (dramatics)

men )

11dred Phillips Pan Hellenic Council

Jane Schoonmaker Women's Athletic Association (sports, women)
G. Jo Torhan Veterans' organizations

Ruth Weimer women's Group Association

everal of the above faculty representatives were asked to provide
written statement covering (a) programs conducted, (b) .
icilities needed,

facllitlies used,

These reports are presented in Appondlx Ae
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a) Commil O survey ol ¢C: AMPUS 11OW Lnf_.‘;nf{ used for recreational
purposes. [he report of this study is given in Appendilx B.

Finally, the Committee made a survey of student recreation activities and interests.
The findings of this study are shown in Appendix C.

Findings

Bt is ;a:cr;lly greed that the primary function of a univers 1ty 18 education and
farther that, under existing conditions, the best way to serve this function is
$hrough the organization and conduct of formal courses. There is no denying the
$oct, however, that this formal program does not meet all of the students! educa-
$:ional needs. A well-organized pz: rogram of recreational activities can contribute a

B I'¢ 1t deal TOY ard "Tlt_"”‘f?til“l;; these Shppiemenun . 4 educational needs. There has been
full substantiation of this point of view by such unt“ﬂ“ ties as the Student Per-
|OnNI o | j:‘:ii-ﬁl’"‘. )f the American Counci 1 OIl .,4uf”qt'1 le i Ty fr"‘}ll{}‘, that the L"I.i*:_“f’h \ Tv.
80 the end of strengthening and broadening its ovn ta¢q1: function, should recognize
Bhe opportunities which exist in this area and provide the LC“H“rhu n and facilities
Bssential to conducting a covering program,
Bhile it is True that the University is providing some facilities for carrying on
Pccreational programs, the fact remains that (the amount and kinds of facilities
g@vailable are inadequate to existing demands.) This is evidenced by the fact that
gvery individual who appeared before the Committee explicitly expressed this opinion.
urthermore, all who made written reports on special programs stated that while there
as a pressing demand for expanding existing programs or introducing new programs,
Bhese demands could not be met because all existing facilities were now being used
Bo capacity. (See Appendix A for details.) Finally, it is to be noted that the
fluestionnaire study of student recreational interests shows a clear-cut deslre for
B8dditional facilities. (See Appendix C for details.)
Buring recent years there has been a marked decline, both actually and relatively,
an the amount of campus recreational facilities, This statement is supported by the
Bolloving facts., In 1940 the University had a total personnel (student, faculty,
gon-aczdemic, and other) of approximately 17,000, Today the number 1s approximately
8,000, an increase of nearly 50 per cent. During the intervening years the Univer-
1ty has not only failed to provide any new recreation facilities, but, 1n fact, has
ormitted a number of previously established facilities of this order tc other uses.
The 0ld Gymnasium Annex, the Skating Rink, the Military Drill Field are cases ai
point,) Apart from this, the necessity for scheduling classes in the late afternoon
B2s resulted in rcztrictiﬁg the use of certain other facilities, which formerly had
Been used for this urpose, (The Lincoln Hall Theatre provides one illustration. )
Bll told, ther: are :J-‘.l'T-:'itantu,u grounds for saying that the amount of recreational
Bacilities available on the campus today is, relatively, less than half of what 1t

= LI r-:flrﬂ':il
Pest experience indicates clearly that if the University's personnel are to be pro-
Bded with ade« :f..‘l‘:;t,r recreational opportunities, the University itself must assume th
e jor responsibility. This point of view seems inevitable because throughout the
$hiversity's history the only outside agencies who have made any consiructive contri-
Bbtions in this direction have been (a) the religious agencies serving the campus,
‘t; Lne :**”J’V*iun and fraternities, and (¢) the University's affiliated clubs and

The programs carried on by
reasons,

izations (honorary societies, etc.).
B Lions have been important and worth while, but, for obvious
hr 4 f.:. ' ‘;, gl ti:f l ] fi‘i 1;‘:(1.

these
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organi-
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Po complete the record it should be added that the recreational interes
gity personnel have been served to some extent by local commercial firms
he provision of bowling alleys, billiard parlors, taverns and the like, but here

+ - Tatk .-.
"-\..-'r:.I r.-r"u.:.?.r.

Rcain the services provided have been narrowly restricted, The cor “rvﬂfr authori-~
s for the local communities (Champaign and Urbana) have never exhibited any
erest in this problem. As a matter of fact, they are disposed to look at the

am in reverse. The recreational needs of both communities have been neglected
the assumption that the University constitutes a major local recreational asset,
t is to be assumed that these conditions will continue.

It is particularly noteworthy that, because of the University's location, those who
Bre associated with the 1nst1tutlon have only limited opportunities to particij
in one of the larger and more desirable fields of recreational activity, namely,

gountry sports. Located in the center of the prairie, the surrounding country
feither attracts nor offers much in the way of huntinp, fishing, camping, hiking,
oating, bicycling, or sailing. There isn't a decent ”Svlﬁmlng hole" althiﬂ twenty

miles of the campus., To make the situation even worse, the lack of sufficient sno
nd ufrh&tent 1ce eliminates any serious cons ﬂerutlon of winter spo uE——Sﬂiiig,

ce €
, tobogganing, skating, ice boating, etCe

The local outdoor sports situation can he pointed up best perhaps by comparing the
pprportunities for participation offered in Champaign County with those offered in
ghe neighborhood of the University of Wisconsin, University of Minnesota,
= sl ok = —_ & e By B L - - 3 4 K
ennsylvania State College, Cornell, Durtmautn or many other colleges and communi-
ies that might be mentioned. As a matter of fgct there are very few which offer
o little. To meet the demand for this type of activity the University of Illinois
s faced with the necessity of providing its own outdoor facilities
Pne of the problems confronting University authorities is the constant threat of
tudent delinquency and misconduct., Investigations have demonstrated repeatedly
ghat, to a very great extent, this type of behavior is associated with leisure and,
gurther, that one xf the HPst ways to combat 1t 1s through providing opportunities
gor participation in wholesome leisure-time activities., This is admittedly a nega-
1ationshinp
e T WA AW AL L B g

r 0
®ive approach to the si bJect of recreation but, in view of the known re
t dered even on the University cuﬂﬁu:

ne University's overall program in recreation is handicapped by the fact that there
S no centralized planning and no centralized authority. As matters stand at

resent there are a dozen or more agencies of many different types (student, faculty
ficpartmental, e and work

etc.) each promoting one or more special recreation programs, a

{
arimental,
ing independently., The net effect is that certain groups are accommodated, ot
T

overlooked, certain types of activity are promoted, other types are

jected, Then, too, it if ﬂvident that there 18 COFSider-ble C“ﬂfllc and confusion

Recommendations

in view of the findings presented above, and those contained in the appendices, the
Womnittee recommends that the University:

1, Set up an organization to be called the University Recreation Couneil,
jﬂhﬂrﬁud with the responsibility of planning and supervising the University'!s total
ecreation program, The Council should be appointed annually by the President an
hould make annual reports to the President, Preferably, the Council should be
mprised of representatives of agencies or groups actively interested in part or
of the total problem., Stated generally, the Council's functions would be U

N
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formulate over-all recreation policies, coordinate the work of the several agencies
tonducting recreation programs, stlmulate the development of neglected azreas of
activity, and maintain oversight over the total pPrograms,

Iﬂ upport of this proposal, attention is called to the fact that as matiers stand
at 2sent the University's table of organization does not include a unit of this
kinu. It is true that the University sponsors a number of special organizations,
such as, the Athletic Association, the Illini Union, etc., which sponsor puvbchlgr
Programs; but, these arganlzatlons operate 1ndependently and carry on restricted
P;;grﬂfs. There is no assigned responsibility for considering the total pro granm.
The net effect of this loose organization is: (a) The recreational needs of the

U

iversity are frequently overlooked at the upper levels of planning. (The practice

"
of locating buildings on playing field sites without providing replacement fields
illustrates the point.) (b) The recreational needs of the campus have been dealt
with in a haphazard piece-meal fashion. All of which has contributed to the develon-
ment of the current unbalanced, inadequate program. The present s tuut*hr can be -
gorrected only through the creation of an agency charged with the responsibility of
lanning and overseeing the total program,
2. Appoint a full-time Recreation Coordinator., This position should be
Bct up in the office af the Dean of Students T'o insure competence the appointee
hould h“vﬁ a background of professional tralﬂing and experience in recreation. The

sordinator should be made an ex-officio member of the Recreation Council and should

as secretary to thm Council. His duties would be to maintain a wo“%Lﬂr rela-

p with all agencies promoting recreational programs, serve as an intermediary

aring conflicts and disputes between agencies, Supgect ways and means for

ganizing programs for neglected groups, suggest ways and means for expanding neg-

ected or under—-developed activities, assist ageﬂcies in the developmen rogral
arry out any other duties that may be assigned by the Council.

)
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pecial note is made of the fact that this officer could be particularly useiul 1n
tional programs for Erddhﬂte students (2,400 in LHL?“QL) more in the
ause of internal organizational conditions do not fit into the exist-

a
ature ), ec
ing T*CTE&tiﬁ al pattern and thus are in greatest need.
3. As soon as practicable, return to their normal uses those recreation
focilities which a2re now devoted to other uses. This includes the Q0ld
Skating Rink, and the Military Drill Field. The return of these fa
would mat ei;pll” alleviate the existing situation,

i. Provide additional recreation facilities as soon as practicable. A

P’ the evidence prﬂscntmd to the Committee indicates that most existing facilities

gre crowded to capacity and, further, that there is a pressing need for additional
A

¥l N
ho N

S« In considering the QUQ;thH of what additional facilities should be [

l{-nl..

the Committee reviewed the findings of its several studies and then 10
14 5 1 Y "« T hre -~ i

8 list of the more important items, The Committee is of the opinion that ;lg (

Atems listed are worth while and desirable, butl, assumlng that all cannot ;f\{1c—

¥ided at once, has adopted the course of indicating priorities. (Numbers indicate

Priority rank, Order of listing has no significance. )

™ -

“T"Ti ;Lf.f’i (..-Trut”
1 Hobby work shop including rooms for

wood working lapidary work photography
metal working drawing storage
leather working painting
ceramic work sewing
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1 Bowling tlI< (niol )
1 Ta 6 to .Is room
2 Sguash courts (nore)
2 Qutdoor swmm. ' pool

nection It seens desirable to call attention to the follov/ing

a. Itens narked |a are not excessively expensive and presunmably coul d be
] ided In the I mmedi ate future.

b. The greatest general need Is for outdoor recreational facilities (play-

firelds, picnic grounds, tennis courts, etc,) |T National Recr ticn
ssoc Laticn recoomends a si ndard for cities of 10 acres of outdoor play

Sp) for each 1,000 1nhabitants. If the University adopted this
sl I, 1t would be necessary to provide a total of 250 acres for this
purpo;, . Rough <calculation shows that at the present nonent the Uni -
versit Is providing about 108 acres, or less than half of this anpunt.
It v L be noted that the Uhiversity's personnel i1s conprised |argely
of young people v,ho, wthout doubt, require nore space of this type
than would be required by the varied age groups of a typical city. In
v rwof these facts, the Uhiversity should acquire or assign ad tional
out door space for this use.

c. Alarge part of the indoor facilities nenti oned above could be provi ded
through the construction of the follow ng buildings, ost of which woul
al so be used extensively for or; nized educational purposes. (Gder of
lIsting has no significance.)

(1) Uhion addition. This building mgh*. include v or all of the

followng facilities: |ounges, several special dining roons, a
hobby shop, a tabl tennis room several lti1-service roons (for
c * I, neetings, etc.), and bowing al* 3

(2) Large auditorium plus auxilliary facility , The auxilliary
facilities mght include a snmall the ;o | la areas, produc-
t n crewworkshop, or | workshop, dance studi o, d a theater
|1 brary.

(3) Nor 1v gon Huff Gymn, Luwn This building would include “ac
t r h dball, squ Bhr , basketb; L, volley'. 11, badmin-
tc , and other si  lar acti ties.

) Ot >or SMI iIng pool. This f i1lity would bo u. ul for

months 'y .r; but, 1t would b v ry useful during th
p "lc . It v.ould bo a gr .it asset during th< summer session.
(5) “rA ing. This | m ht Iinc -n | 1] & practi |
all band practice rooms, sevc 1 : al pr

[(ral r  -rd ] Lng rooms, and other r.oeded areas.

(6) 10 11 g a . This building fid * L
0 -St} ra< eo ISIC M ° ¥
. rchoe a prac >m aover ol
anoml e Ip }r sevel W

rooms, oni rOOMS.



