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PREFACE 

; We ml years ago the University undertook the publication of a record of its alumni 
•i < li<- departments at Urbana-Champaign. Since the College of Medicine, the College 
•I I >«ni,is(Jry, and the School of Pharmacy became integral parts of the University 
• !• w years ago, it seemed desirable to publish a similar record of the graduates of 
i !>•. c ill visions of the University. It seemed further advisable to include their graduates 
••• i !•«• periods prior to the times of affiliation with the University of Illinois. We regard 
fi" in .ill as alumni of the University. 

Tin* n-asons for publishing such a record are several. In the first place, it is a 
\niiiMil, presentation of the names, work, and addresses of the men and women 

••!•«• Mi rough the years have received their education at the University. Every one 
•i 11•••.•:«• graduates is interested not only in the University but in other graduates and 

• !••«lines such a source of information about them. In the second place, such a book 
• n ililr.-: the officers of the University to keep informed as to the careers of its graduates 
""I 1.1» Keep in touch with them, both in their own interest and in the interest of the 
( n i v r r s i l y . 

I l.iKe groat pleasure, therefore, as this book is issued, in calling it to the attention 
•i i IK- Medical, Dental, and Pharmacal alumni and urging each of them to secure a 

= "[••. II. will stimulate his interest in the University; it will recall old associations; 
'i *MM inspire him to do something more for the cause of medical education. 

Tlie University has expanded greatly in the,past few years. The Chicago de-
i-uimi-II|.:S have shared in the general prosperity and in the difficulties which that 
i'«" p'-nl y lias brought. You have all heard, doubtless, of the arrangement with the 

• •«!«• department of Public Welfare whereby hospitals erected by the latter will be 
• i i he service ofsthe University and whereby some of the buildings of the University 
i " 'i ••• < Allege of Medicine will in the future be on State ground under the control of 
• '• 'i department. The project is well advanced, and it is my hope that by the open-
•"! "I Mir University year, October 1922, we shall be able to occupy some of these 
"• * «|u:i.rl,ei\s. In addition to the building space for which a University appropriation 
• ' made in the main building now being erected, a further sum of $500,000 is avail-
II' l• ir :i. new research laboratory and library. 

M •:: my intention to do everything I can to put these departments in the front 
» 'nl. We want to do our share in advancing standards of education in these callings. 
»\ i mil..I Main, and train better, more men who are to practice in them. At the same 
i mi.- we must constantly aim to make contributions to science in these fields. In 
• ii Mn-::i- tilings and for all these purposes I bespeak the co-operation of the alumni. 

Very truly yours, 
DAVID KINLEY 

President 
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HISTORICAL SKETCHES 

I - T H E COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
By Dr. D. A. K. Steele, Dr. Charles Davison 

and Dr. A. C. Eycleshymer 

THE GENESIS OF A GREAT MEDICAL COLLEGE 
B Y D. A. K. STEELE, M.D., L.L.D. 

The names of the founders of this institution are chiseled upon the cornerstone of 
Mic old College of Physicians and Surgeons, at the northwest corner of Honore and 
I larrison Streets, now known as the College of Dentistry of the University of Illinois. 
A.. Reeves Jackson, Charles Warrington Earle, Leonard St. John, Samuel A. McWilliams, 
and the writer's are the names chiseled on the face of this cornerstone, commemorat­
ing the memories of five men to whom the College owes its inception, name, ideals, 
arid development. For ten years they were in supreme command of its policy, faculty, 
and curriculum, and directed its course with ability, sagacity, and success. .They 
were men in the prime of life, honored in this profession, and all had experience in 
medical teaching in other colleges. They possessed the individual requirements of a 
medical teacher: knowledge, experience, aspiration, enthusiasm, honesty, and con-
Hcience—the foundation stones of character. 

Jackson, Earle, McWilliams and St. John have passed on. This Medical College 
in a monument to their lives, to the lives of others who labored with them and who 
also have gone before their Maker, to still others who are laboring and struggling 
on and on to build up this great Medical Department of the State University; to up­
hold the honor and dignity of the medical profession, and to carry out the ideals of 
its founders and supporters. 

Jackson was born in Philadelphia June 17, 1827, and died in Chicago, November 
12, 1892, at the age of 65. Earle was born April 2, 1845, in Westport, Vermont, a 
small village in Christenden County, near Burlington. He died November 19, 1893, 
at the age of 48. McWilliams was born February 7, 1836, in a little village of north 
Ireland by the name of Newtonards, County Down, near Belfast. He died February 
15, 1917, aged 81 years. St. John was born in a Canadian hamlet in 1853, and died 
April 2, 1920, at the age of 67. 

It is the young doctor with push, energy and enthusiasm who makes medical his­
tory. He compels the world to honor him for his real worth, and to accept him for 
what he really is—of times a real hero. 

There are certain elements of character essential to professional success. The 
well educated mind looks beyond the mere semblance of things into the higher realm 
of nature's laws and forces, and I cannot help but think that our early environments 
have much to do with our future success. A study in early life of nature and nature's 
laws purifies and ennobles our whole subsequent career. 

To him who has been fortunate enough to open his eyes for the first time on the 
light breaking over the Green Mountains of Vermont or the rugged grandeur of the 
Colorado Peaks, or near the roaring of a mighty ocean or the rushing, whirling waters 
of a turbid river, there must remain ever an ineffaceable memory picture of nature's 
wonders; and as his budding brain realizes and appreciates the beauties of the land-
Hcape, the ever changing and yet harmonious colors of Nature's painting—whether 
in field or forest, in garden or on hillside, in the morning dawn or when lit by the glows 
of an autumn sunset— his mind cannot fail to be impressed with the grandeur and 
eloquence of nature's sermons, nor can he help realizing that a higher and mightier 
power than man rules the universe and directs by an all-wise method the mysteries 
of life. 

It is always interesting to trace the origin of institutions of learning, and to in­
vestigate the underlying causes that brought them into existence; to study the char­
acteristics of the men whose foresight and vision moved them to found a new medical 
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college in Chicago; to look behind the men themselves to their teachers, who by their 
precept and example had inculcated ideas and ideals into the minds of these men that 
would mould their characters and dominate their lives with aspirations for the attain­
ment of the highest and best attainable in medical science and medical education. 
It is interesting to note that three of the founders of this College were graduates of 
the old Chicago Medical College, now the Medical School of Northwestern University; 
and that Charles Warrington Earle, Samuel A. McWilliams, and the writer had listened 
to the matchless medical oratory of Nathan Smith Davis, the nestor of the medical 
profession, to Hosmer A. Johnson, with his polished address and graceful personality, 
as well as to the practical, forceful diction of the great surgeon, Edmund Andrews, 
and that each had been impressed by their ideas and idealism, and filled with aspira­
tions to emulate their characters and reputation and to become surcharged with their 
professional spirit and enthusiasm for the profession of medicine. Even as we strove 
to forget some of their prescriptions and lectures a few years later—we could forget 
the lectures, but never the men who had left the impress of their personality oh our 

formative minds. 
To Earle must be given the credit of first broaching the question of establishing 

a new medical college in Chicago on the west side of the City, near the Cook County 
Hospital. In 1876 he began to agitate the project of establishing a new medical college 
adjacent to the County Hospital, but notwithstanding his energy, enthusiasm, and 
courage, he did not succeed in interesting a sufficient number of suitable people in 
the enterprise to make a successful start, so the project was dropped for five years. 

Early in 1881 he spoke to A. Reeves Jackson about the advisability of starting a 
new medical school adjacent to the County Hospital, and Jackson, who was a lecturer 
in Rush Medical College, readily assented to Earle's proposition. After several con­
ferences and prolonged discussions, a preliminary meeting was held May 4, 1881, in 
the Grand Pacific Hotel, Chicago, to consider establishing a new medical school in 
Chicago. 

The time was propitious. The growth of the city had been phenomenal and many 
of the leading medical men of the city, not then connected with existing medical col­
leges, foresaw that Chicago was bound to become a great medical center. At this 
preliminary meeting four of the founders and three men not subsequently connected 
with the enterprise were present. Dr. Jackson was chosen president and Dr. Steele 
secretary of the meeting. 

After a full discussion of the question it was considered advisable to organize a 
new medical school in Chicago, having for its aim the elevation of medical scholarship. 
On motion of Dr. McWilliams the embryonic medical venture was christened "The 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago," and this name was retained until 
1913, when the College was affiliated with the University of Illinois, when it became 
known as the College of Medicine of the University of Illinois. Drs. Jackson, Earle, 
and the writer were appointed a committee to procure a license and to incorporate 
under the general State law. Dr. McWilliams was made chairman of a committee 
to look up a suitable location and ascertain the price of ground for the college site; 
and still another committee, of which the writer was chairman, was appointed to report 
on chairs, lectureships, etc., and to suggest the names of suitable persons to fill them. 

The license to incorporate was issued by the Secretary of State July 2, 1881, to 
Drs. Jackson, Earle, and the writer and on October 14, 1881, a final certificate of in­
corporation was issued to Drs. Jackson, McWilliams, the writer, St. John, and Earle, 
the founders and incorporators. On June 23, 1881, Dr. Jackson, on behalf of the 
Committee on grounds and location, reported that the lot on the northwest corner 
of Harrison and Honore Streets, 95 x 100 feet, could be secured Jor college purposes. 
Drs. Jackson and McWilliams were appointed a purchasing committee and author­
ized to secure the lot for the lowest cash price. On July 14, Dr. McWilliams of this 
committee reported that a contract had been made for the purchase of the lot for $5,000, 
all cash, and the purchase was immediately made. Drs. Jackson, McWilliams, Steele, 
and St. John advanced the amount in equal shares. The capital stock of the new-
corporation was fixed at $30,000, and the entire stock was subscribed by the five in­
corporators. Bylaws were adopted, and Drs. Jackson, McWilliams, Steele, St. John, 
and Earle, were elected the first board of directors. 

In the preliminary announcement the following notice appeared: 
"The Faculty beg to state that this college has been organized in the interest of 

a more thorough and practical education than is usually furnished by the medical 
schools of this country. The Faculty believe that the medical practitioners who have 
been long engaged in their calling, and who realize the difficulties under which many 
of them have labored, desire that those who succeed them may receive more and better 
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facilities during their pupilage than were obtained by them for becoming qualified 
lor their work. In all other departments of learning it is deemed necessary to so clas-
Mify and grade different studies that the pupil is systematically led from those of an 
elementary and fundamental character to the more advanced branches. In medicine, 
however, a science in which accuracy and completeness of attainment by its votaries 
involves more important interests than any other, this reasonable and philosophical 
.system is, for the most part, wholly ignored. The Faculty believe the time has come 
when medicine should no longer occupy this exceptional position, and in deference 
to the demand of the profession generally for a more systematic plan of college instruc­
tion than is usually offered, have adopted a system of instruction extending over three 
vears and including two or more graded winter sessions of six months each." 

On July 18, 1882, at a stockholders meeting called for the purpose, the capital 
.••.Lock of the corporation was increased to $60,000, each member of the Faculty sub-
Mcribing for $2,000 worth of the capital stock. 

The first regular session of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago 
commenced Tuesday evening, September 26, 1882. The introductory address was 
delivered by Professor A. Reeves Jackson. At this time the new college building, 
located on the northwest corner of Harrison and Honore Streets, opposite the Cook 
County Hospital, had been completed under the direction of George H. Edbrooke, 
the, architect, and as a result of his labors and the indefatigable work of Dr. McWilliams, 
< •Im.irman of the Building Committee, the college edifice was scarcely surpassed by 
any in this country in beauty of design, excellence of construction, or adaptation to 
its purposes. 

Or. McWilliams organized the West Side Free Dispensary, which occupied the 
lirwl, floor of the building, and which was under the exclusive control of the College 
faculty; patients being classified according to diseases and different rooms assigned 
to each class, students thus having an opportunity to learn the details of actual prac­
tice in the various specialties. 

When the session opened September 26, 1882, there was present a class of 100 
.students, which gradually increased to 165. At the close of the session, 52 of these 
graduated. 

During the year 7,504 patients were examined and prescribed for in the college, 
most of them before small sections of the class in the different clinic rooms on the 
dispensary floor. 

On March 17, 1883, the Board of Directors met to elect a permanent Faculty 
according to a resolution adopted, the basis of the election requiring that the follow­
ing Four questions should be answered in the affirmative about every candidate before 
he was eligible for election. (Each member of the Faculty had been elected the first 
year on probation.) 

1. Is he a systematic and capable teacher? . 
2. Has he a moral character and habits such as will reflect credit upon an educa­

tional institution? 
3. Is he honorable and trustworthy in his treatment of and dealings with his 

colleagues? 
4. Is he in accord with the general policy of the school, especially in its require­

ments for admission and graduation of students and its graded system of in­
struction? 

The requirements for graduation at this time were announced as (1) A good moral 
character; (2) attainment of 21 years of age; (3) three years of study under the direction 
of a physician in regular standing; (4) attendance on two or more winter lecture courses, 
1.1 HI last of which must have been at this college; (5) dissection of each part of the 
cadaver; (6) attendance on two terms of clinical and hospital instruction; (7) satis­
factory examinations; (8) deposit of final examination fee with the treasurer on or 
before February 1. No honorary degrees to be conferred. 

It was at this time that the illustrious name of Quine was added to the faculty list. 
lie was appointed Professor of Medicine, and from that date his dominant personality, 
wisdom, eloquence, and professional spirit was a source of strength to the College as 
rude by side we labored on together for its best interests. 

During the spring of 1890, the writer became satisfied that the future 
welfare and prosperity of the college depended upon a thorough reorganization of 
the teaching faculty and policy of the college so as to secure for it a greater share of 
the confidence and patronage of the medical public. He laid his plans before Profs. 
quine and Earle, and secured their ready co-operation and support for a reorgani­
sation which with the sanction of President Jackson was immediately carried into 
eihet. At a stockholders' meeting April 19, 1893, the capital stock of the college 
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was increased from $60,000 to $100,000. A total of $50,000 was expended this year 
for the erection of six new laboratories adjoining and connected with the college build­
ing. Attendance upon three full winter courses was made obligatory. The curric­
ulum was extended. Much more attention was given to demonstrative and laboratory 
teaching than formerly. From this time on the progress of the school was rapid— 
indeed almost phenomenal, as it was the first among the western medical colleges to 
inaugurate laboratory teaching. The total number of matriculants was 248, 42 
of whom were graduates, making a 19 percent ratio of graduates to resident matric­
ulants. 

Professor Bayard Holmes had been elected corresponding secretary, and conducted 
an energetic correspondence with prospective medical students. The requirements for 
admission were increased, so that every candidate for admission to the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons was required to present a certificate of good moral character 
from a reputable physician, and (2) a diploma or certificate from a recognized college, 
school of science, academy, normal school, or high school, or other evidence of satis­
factory preliminary education. Students unable to meet these requirements were 
admitted on passing a satisfactory examination in the following subjects: (a) English, 
including the writing of an essay of at least 200 words on some well-known person or 
important recent event, the subject to be announced at the time of the examination; 
(b) mathematics, the examination to cover compound principles and percentage in 
arithmetic, and fractions and equations of the first degree in algebra; (c) physics, the 
examination to cover elements of physics as presented in Balfour Stewart's work; 
(d) Latin, including the rudiments of grammar, translation of easy Latin prose into 
English, and of English into Latin, the commentaries of Caesar to furnish the basis 
of both. The plan of instruction was arranged in four separate annual courses. Each 
year consisted of a winter term of seven months, and a spring term of two. 

A year after the World's Fair, 1893, we erected the first medical laboratory building 
equipped for the use of students in Chicago—in anatomy, bacteriology, chemistry, 
pathology, physiology—six stories in height, 30 x 100 feet in size. A large supply of 
equipment and material had been purchased in Europe. 

The basement of the laboratory wings contained living rooms for the curator; 
storerooms, laundry and boiler room. On the first floor were a reading room, quiz 
room, coat room, and hall. The second floor contained the histological laboratory, 
with desks and lockers, which was connected and continuous with the microscopical 
laboratory of the main building, and constituted a single room of 25 x 156 feet, com­
municating with storerooms and special preparation rooms. The third floor was 
divided into a pathological laboratory and four connecting preparation rooms, and 
was complete in its appointments. The fourth floor had a chemical laboratory, pro­
vided with desks of special design. On the fifth floor was the biological laboratory, 
25 x 156 feet, the general arrangements of which were like those of the microscopical 
laboratory. I t contained aquaria, cages for small animals, and other necessities for 
biological study. Here, studies were carried on in experimental surgery. On the 
sixth floor was the anatomical department. Each laboratory was thoroughly equipped 
and perfectly lighted, heated and ventilated. I t was confidently asserted that in no 
other medical college on the continent did students receive as much laboratory in­
struction. 

In October, 1893, the college met with a very great loss in the death of its presi­
dent, A. Reeves Jackson, Professor of Gynecology, the guiding spirit of the institution 
up to tha t time. Professor Charles Warrington Earle was elected President in his 
stead, and guided the affairs of the college during the following year, when his un­
timely death occurfed. 

In February, 1896,- members of the Faculty and other friends of the college pur­
chased the Post-Graduate Medical School and Hospital for $50,000 in order to secure 
additional clinical advantages for the college. I t was converted into the West Side 
Hospital, and was connected to the old college clinical amphitheatre by a covered 
bridge. 

During 1896 negotiations were opened by Governor Altgeld with Professor Quine, 
President of the Faculty, looking toward the affiliation of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons with the University of Illinois as its medical department. At the sug­
gestion of the Governor the trustees of the University appointed a committee to confer 
with a similar committee from the college to formulate a plan of union. Professors, 
Quine, Steele, and King represented the college in these negotiations with President 
Draper and a committee of the trustees of the University. The outcome was tha t on 
April 21, 1897, a lease was made to the University of the College property for four 
years. From this date the college passed under the control of the University. C O -
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education was introduced, and university methods adopted. The growth and pros­
perity of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, now known as our College of Medi­
cine, was even more rapid than before. Its reputation and solidity as a part of the 
Hta,te University were recognized by medical students and its classes grew with amaz­
ing rapidity. The attendance in 1895-96 was 235; in 1896-97, 409; in 1898-99, 514; in 
!S<M)~i900, 579; and later 710. 

In 1899, the College and the University, realizing tha t a union of the two institu­
tions was mutually advantageous, entered into a new agreement under a twenty-five 
y^ar lease, by which a t its termination all the college property and good will became 
Uie property of the University. During this lease one-third of the net profits were to 
w> to the University toward a medical college and endowment fund, two-thirds to 
F;O to the stockholders of the college. 

Great credit is due to the Committee for the successful manner in which it con­
ducted these delicate negotiations to a satisfactory conclusion, by which the College 
In wit me the medical department of the University of Illinois, and by which during 
the life of the lease, the faculty retained an advisory relation and made all nominations 
I'm* vacant faculty positions. On and after May 1, 1900, the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons became the College of Medicine of the University of Illinois. I t was 
in (his year that William H. Browne came as superintendent. He has since been a 
dominant factor in the development of the College. 

The year 1900 was memorable for other events than the affiliation of the College 
inul University on a rental basis. In this year the College had an attendance of 635 
medical students. We were growing at a tremendous pace, and were crowded for room. 
We obtained permission of the Trustees to purchase the West Division High School 
building and property for $186,000, and to convert it into a medical college building. 
We paid $100,000 cash, and the balance in five annual payments. We also acquired 
Mm Illinois School of Dentistry, and in 1901 converted the old Medical College Build-' 
mp; (which in June, 1901, had been partially destroyed by fire) into the present College 
*»|[ Jontistry Building. A Dental Faculty was appointed, and the building was equipped 
with an up-to-date dental college outfit. For the opening session in October, 1901, 
we connected the two college buildings by a covered bridge, and also put in a bridge 
to the West Side Hospital, which had been secured years before by members of the 
1'M.ctiIty for the use of our students in clinical demonstrations and teaching. 

In 1906 other members of the Faculty erected the University Hospital with 100 
beds in order to afford our students better clinical advantages. 

Look at this illustrious list of teachers as I pass them in review before you—all 
revered members of your old Alma Mater in its early years of sacrifice and service: 

Henry Palmer, noted surgeon, Surgeon General of Wisconsin; Robert L. Eea, great 
anatomist and surgeon; Nicholas Senn, master surgeon, noted author; Christian Fenger, 
Pathologist and surgeon; Alex. Hugh Ferguson, Surgeon; John B. Murphy, premier 
mirgeon of the world, whose work was recognized as one of the epochs of medical ad­
vancement; J. J. M. Angear, principles of medicine; Frank E. Waxham, intubationist; 
Walter S. Christopher, diseases of children; A. W. Harlan, dental surgeon; W. T. Eckley, 
anatomist; Boerne Bettman, oculist and aurist; J. T. Jelks, G. U. surgeon; Albert 
M. Iloadley, anatomist and surgeon; John A. Benson, physician and physiologist; 
J, IYT. G. Carter, sanitarian; Adolph Gehrmann, bacteriologist of international reputation; 
and many others. 

Idvery life is a monument to somebody's ideals. We are all sculptors chiseling 
into perfection or sadly marring the lives about us. The class room and lecture hall 
and laboratory are studios; the students are living stones out of which the teacher 
IM daily carving characters; the graduates are the living symbols of the ideals of their 
Alma Mater. 

We cannot all serve in the Faculty or in the field of teaching, but when these others 
Kivc their lives to sacrificial service in the cause of humanity, whose training and going 
forth on their errands of mercy have been made possible by our service and gifts to 
advance medical education, our money has been transformed into life. Monuments -
Iiililt of stone may perish, but the monuments we erect out of our lives are imperish­
able. There are living monuments tha t will endure forever. 

The preliminary affiliation between the College and the University having proved 
MiiiiNfactory, on February 9, 1900, a new lease of the College to the University was 
«titered into for a period of 25 years, dating from May 1, 1900, to April, 1925. This 
niMl.rument provided for a Dean, an Actuary, and a Secretary of the Medical Faculty, 
nil to be selected by the President of the University. I t also contained a provision 
I or the purchase of the college property by the University at an agreed price, any 


