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INTRODUCTION

March came in like a lion and on the sccond day

the prairic wind was howling. It struck a the lo
Iéli;-[tlilt‘i and |i1"[,-[{ the frock tme.-.i}w of the thre
11" 1) ‘ﬂ-}ltl HIHHli (.11 lllf‘ ‘«:!'l}‘- LD T C) l]:r' 1y
Mason. They were three of the ten original lacul
members of the Hlinois Industrial University
he was hiteen-year-old James Newton Matthew
the hirst of sewve Niv-seven students to enter 1in 180
The one and only building which the Umve
owned stood in the muddle ol a bleak and un
adorned campus made up ol muddy Lo
surrounded by pasture. What to carly students
campus remained open range for years, and th
cattle olten outnumbered the students.,

The two lop Hoors ol the buillding served
dormitory. Students arrived with beds, beddinge

sLONes (:1'.11 ST A ;rlill|1.:-ttl ‘u‘;[tl-:f‘-,!:r 1lr‘~. ‘ l

versity and sold to students at cost | hee rent ol

space lor a student and his furmishings was
dollars a semester. Fatine and sleeping  a
all. scholastic. social. and relizious activities to

[‘i-“‘ in the one butldineg which the students dubb
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When the doors of the 1
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two of them were IJI'ur::E:z- .

Jonathan Baldwin 1urnci
Jacksonville, went up and he S
raise soil production, reduc S
farmer to defend himsell nst
[n 1860 the Inr]:ul.iiin:: of 1l1inois Q

was farming. often at

1L A bare aH[hfu

Turner's theories attracted L1011~
of the House of Reps

a member

sional bill
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Act. which Abraham Lincol

30,000 acres of land, or the
The E:u:':f{-r. for Ilhin
and-Grant Act of 1862
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THE ERA OF JOHN MILTON GREGORY

1868 -1880

John Milton Gregory, the first regent
University, interpreted the controversial pa

[]H' I.;m(l-(}r';int Act to mean 1}1.11 -1:1':.

]

. 1 1 | e 06,
11“'1';1[111"" .Hlli LHIL{HL:‘_H"* shouild De avaliani

dut llhinois peopl

dents who wanted them.

all agree. Opponents of Gregory object
courses relating to the classics or “dead lar
They wanted only those courses taught wh
| f.]il'm L. [JI}H lii .11 ktzﬁs‘il!' 1[1 .11;3-5 11".',L:I u.

]

I[f Greeory had not fought the issue and

University mimeht have developed ondy as a
."'*-l'lHH'[i

Gregory served as regent for thirt
;Hld l]..il'.iwfrlt_f YOCATS Ht I HZL:T.'=.;
time he told the faculty, Y1 am! sta
LOO h!‘.l‘h\- A Ii*.iti Ol CAares, and irritated by
SOIMCLINCeS See med nee dless QP POsiion .
to remamn a part of the Umiversity, he
one of s last requests before he died
IHII'ir'L| Ol {]H u.tlllgluu ”11‘ marker on hi
a plot between the present-day Matl
Adminmistration Buildings bears the

daly bhecomes INore moaningiug F Y
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Students had to be at least fifteen years old and were admitted to the Upi.
versity after passing, with a grade of seventy per cent or better, a ""“ of about
sixty-five questions that might stump today’s graduates. A sampling of thege
questions i

|. Describe the Leyden Jar, and explain 1ts theory.

Through what waters will a vessel pass, and in

what direction sail, in going from (ilasgow 1o

Adrianople?

3. In exchanging gold dust for rul_mn, by what
weight would each be weighed!

4. Parse who, 1776, member, and men.

5. What is Emphasis’

e
-

Students were required to wear a uniform of “cadet-gray mixed cloth of
the same color and quality as that worn at West Point.” The coat was single-
breasted, buttoned to the chin, with a standing collar; the vest was also single-
breasted : and the pants had a welt of dark bluc on the outside seams,
~ Tuition was $15 a year for Illinois students and “$20.00 per annum to
foreign students.” The word ‘“foreign” meant out-of-state. About discipline the
founding fathers were firm, eloquent, and ambiguous. “The University s
designed for men, not children, and its government rests in an appeal to the
manly feeling and sense of honor of its students. It has but one law, and that 1,
po RIGHT. If any student shall show himself so weak or corrupt that he can
not, when thus treated, refrain from vicious conduct, he will receive permission
to leave the institution.”

Among the courses taught that first year were Astronomy, Butler’'s Analogy,
Elocution, Evidences of Christianity, History of Inductive Sciences, Mental
Philosophy, and Penmanship. Classes were held from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. The first

Time Table appeared under the clegant title, “Scheme of Recitations and
Exercises.”

In addition to the compulsory two hours of manual labor a day, students
were required to drill three hours weekly under a Civil War officer and were
marched to and from daily chapel. |

Literary societies were among the
Gregory assigned the boys altern
Philomathean. The

first campus organizations. Regent
atively into two groups: the Adelphic and the

it girls” society was called the Alethenai. The first student
u W # b w -

public -:tt}(ln appeared 1n the fall of 1871 and was a pamphlet-sized monthly
called The Student.

Students beg

an to show a colle
classified as freshmen.

the plug hat

glate spirit in 1870 when they were furst
Ty sophomores, juniors, and seniors, The senior class took
tafly-pulls, d:';ltu:llzt?}mh‘nlt “,nd the fashion of the times called for skill in

4llon contests, {*llill){'l ﬂrilliﬂllﬂ. th){}lil]g ltmthpirks duri“g

rec
row burnsides and luxuriant mustaches.
performance of

Iitation, and the ability to g

' R

o a theatrics | - , :
presented on Decembery % and 6 1879 rical nature was a pantomune
: 1872, An advance notice about the poers

formance :

. | “]J H'“rf'(l : reves b : :

“Tomorrow l i st “:“ kly ("“”"/”“.L'" County Gazette on December 4
MEht there will be somewhat mm;l

entertainment given at
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Eichberg's Opera Hall, by the Alethenai Socicty of the University, assisted by
a happy troupe of young gentlemen, representing all portions of the United
States and Greece, ‘The Mistletoe Bough’ . . . is melancholy in the extreme, but

embraces some scenes that are actually side-splitting and ludicrous. . . .
“Old folks who are fond of the horrible, and young ones who delight in

spasmodic scenes of love and jollity, have been especially provided for in this
pantomime. . . . From the bridal banquet to the cold coffin is but a step, as
portrayed in this singularly fascinating production.” On December 11 the same
paper reported again, “The entertainment was well attended both evenings,
and we understand that the result, financially, was a startling success. Let the
young collegians repeat such entertainments as often as they think proper.

Let us encourage home talent.”
The first real play given by the students was described as “the by-play from

A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” It was presented as part of the University’s
seventh anniversary and was given after the evening exercises in the chapel on
March 11, 1875. The Champaign County Gazette reporting on the event in

the March 17 issue had this to say, “[It]. .. was very well played, but the piece
selected seemed a singular one to be given in connection with the anniversary

33

exercises of a university. . ..
The giving of degrees was considered an affectation by the University

founders. Their idea was that students be allowed to take any courses they
pleased, and leave when they pleased. Instead of diplomas at graduation.
certihcates were given at entrance.

The University library began in 1868 with $1,000 worth of books and some

government pamphlets. For years every gift was faithfully inventoried in the
“Circular and Catalogue of the Officers and Students.” Among the early

donations listed were
light yards paper blackboard
One peck Polish wheat
One large and beautiful colored lithograph of
group of Durham cattle

One hexameter pronged hoe
One set reed mats
One pair elk horns

Two bird skeletons

In the thirteen years under Gregory the University made great progress.
When Gregory resigned, the student body had increased to 322 Gentlemen —
and 112 Ladies.” Nearly 1,500 students had registered since the University's
opening. The faculty numbered twenty-seven men and three women. One
of these men, Professor Thomas J. Burrill, was to become the first of mam
internationally famous scientists at [llinois.

The first class in Botany, under Professor Burrill, went on trips through. =
out the State to collect plant specimens for the herbarium that was to become
one of the largest in the world. A trustee presented the University with Henn
A, Ward's celebrated casts of the most rare and valuable fossils in the Rritish

Museum and in other European collections,

13




[he University had gone through Bevda nonran|zat|o||\/| InlwWy .

. under hull *°"™' AJMH U I.,,
omposcd of several schools and de[i)artments unac u
-, (L».e .md S« Mn<e. I»" ground! e
Rnirinccring, Natural Suence and theratlm R
“«s o it SUM L J1lin extXr

pied In the University covered about 623 gcres ounds | mvrmit), huil. h

mental farm, orchards, and mllltary par%ah i million déllars Ov'el

numbered fifteen. The asseats wen- valu ncar|
12.000 volumes were cataloged’ in Hik ﬁ?B%F it SUbSC”bed 0 neal

periodicals In many languages.
The Art Gallery, a hall 60 by 80 feet, was considered one ol thefin,, ;,
thecountry- [twas the gift of citizens of Urbana and Champaigh R ¢

Gregorv conected S2.000 and then w.nt to Europe for reproductions of famous
Greek and Roman statues. When the statuary arrived, almost al of 1t >

found tO be broken. Young Lorado Taft, '/9. -n of a geology professor, post-
poned entering the University to take charge of the repairs and deftly put the
pieees back together again. Many of the original forty statues are ., existe™
today, including the Laocoon and the Venus of Milo.

One of the firs machine shops and foundries for student laboratory work
In any school In the country opened at the University in 1869. In a decade it
had become both laboratory and manufacturing shop and. like the forge anad
the wood and carpentry shops which followed, was largely self-supporting.

The compulsory manual labor hours had become athing of the past. Stu-
dents interested In physical exercise went in for baseball and track. For man
years, however, athletic events were sideline attractions compared to the speak-
Ing contests held by the Illinois Intercollegiate Oratorical Association.

Compulsory military drill continued and was one of the causes of the firs
student rebellion. Nothing much came of the 1880 revolt, but another one
eleven years later did result in some change of the rules.

Early educators had sad that women at the University should be taught
"churning, vegetable gardening, and poultry raising.” Music and elocution
were aso considered ideal courses for women. In 1874 one of the firs women,

Miss Louise C. Allen, joined the faculty. She became a "professor and
preceptress.” Under her |leadership the most complete domestic science course

of its kind in the country was begun. When she resigned 1» 1880 to become the
wife of Regent Gregory, a School of Domestic Science had been established.
On Commencement Day, June 6. 1877. the first degret s were eeranted. The

« W t T f S<irn< "o Bache,or of l.lll_ .||><| BaChelOr O.I: ArtS were
OneoX cOmpkted hn 10U v aar course in their respective fiel.
b hao ..,r,qu,thSfW gradUation WasS miglt % % % % O.I: aSOO-WOrd OI'atIOn
Watded tO Z >|| 7 7 yCar ThC M Sn ML n _ M J degrees T™TM
The Un e  "'®9 2" 5ocepted thesis.”
ACOgnUion'X?ibrhibh AMfO**xrmxx* I 378 gained international
|||V|t(<| gold majal for il LI Pan S Intcrnatlon»l EXpOSItIOn won th
WayM TWkey Germany G I N\ /\ vor [ 880 ltudfn,s luwonun M T ws
tndiwtriad  Univeraity ree MA@ EN AN were enrolled .t the llinois



