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INTRODUCTION 

Man h i amc in lil a lion and on the i »nd i 

th< pr; c v% ind \\ w ling. It ncK 

uili .md lifted the fro< 1. i ils ol the \\ 

men who st< I on th< • i the 1 \ 

M. : rhev wen* tin th< i oi il i ult\ 

members of the Illinois Industrial 1 n 

he was fifteen-yi »1<1 J Newton Mat t ! 

the :. w\\ \ n students t<> entei in M 

I ! <>nl\ building v\hit h tli<- I niv 

A ncd st d in the middle ol a bl< nd i-

dornrd mpus n uj> ol inmhK 

surrounded !»\ p; What t 

unpus remained open ran !<>i yeai 1 the 

ittl tei umbered if»< nts. 

I 1 I > top Hi H »I th 

mitoi udi 1 u ith I 

( I was pui I wl h t>v 11 ' * 

id to students .ii i 1 h- renl 

and Ins Iu isli v> 

r I slei | n\w\ 

-* 11 I . (I ! 

lildii h ill 
(hi I 
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T^ original ?'•" f . ^ ^ r n
r J h n „,,„„., , , 

m a s s of working people in " j ^ > 4 , „ ; ,. 

««d e n* w c r e ' T T l T t w o hour* a da . • » " 
was. The first students spoi ( ^ ^ , „,. 

• " ^ ^ " w i r ^ T d • ' * , ^ . e r e c t e d - P 
rounding grounds witn f 

„ rirr^:?-
i J l e and progress was due I » *> 
two of them were prominent cil ns Illinois. 

fonathan Baldwin Turnci in agricultural m 
Jacksonville, went up and down .1, S p. thai 
raise soil production, reduce cost! bacl 
fanner to defend himself against exploiters." Hi 
In 1860 the population of Illinois « over 1, "d il 
was fanning, often at a bare subsistence level. 

Turner's theories attracted nation-wid itteni Smith Morrill, -
a member of the House of Represcntath n \ 
sional bill based on Turner's documen It I t I.. 
Act, which Abraham Lincoln signed in I 
30,000 aires of land, or the equivalent in ri| h 
sentative. The portion for Illinois was 180.1 

The Land-Grant Act of I jp d thai wl rant " 
properties must offer studii in ricultui mcchanii 
ing. The military requirement rcfli I the i ^ 
theyearoftlr ning of the Aci untry was I § 

One particular phrase in the Ad "will 
classical studii v iven various in 
controversy m Illinois m the b. nnini 

m a d ! ' r n " " 1 0 " ' f N '• " 

:: ,bu ,w'»^nd u„, whkh 

"' lCre$ o f fann 'and l n t . 
the Illinois Central Rail d ', 
nuner, «ocl 

, A!""" ,"h "' '"" ^ve I n ,|„ , , ,„ , , , 
that the political .kill of th, i ,i, v  

made the deci " ' ' '"'I' 

'"'•'•"' '•'•' •> b u 1,1, ' 
" ' " " " - < . " ; . ; ; 

I 
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1868-1880 

John Milton Gregory, the first i m -f ti 
University, interpreted the controven 1 } i 
the Land-Grant Act to mean that such courses as 
literature and languages should 1>< available for tu-
dents who wanted them. But III in* people did 
all agree. Opponents of Gn object ) 

courses relating to the i I; s or "dead lai 
Tiny wanted only those cours - taught vvh h 
.i d im t. pra< tic al valu< ultur 1 ii 

If Gregory had not fought th ssui w 

Universit) might have developed onl\ 

school. 

Gregor) served ?ent for tl n 

and harassing years, lie rvsii*n n 1 \: 

time he told the fa< ulty, " I am -

too hcav\ a load i cares, and ir: 

sometimes seemed needless opp He w 
tO remain a part of the I niv 
one i his l.ist requests b I v 

buried on the rain pus. The markei 

a plot bctwci n the prev< nt-da\ Mail 

Administration Butldii hrai 
daily 1>< i omi moo mranii ul M * K 

MONI MI NT, i K \r.>i i vol 
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Students had to be at least fifteen yean old and wen admitted to .».. i „, 
venit) after passing, with a grade :vent) | '" ... bettei • U l oi .,...„„ 

xty-fivc questions that might stump toaayi gr« i 

questions , 
I Describe the Leyden Jar, and explain .U theory. 
2. rhroughwhal waters will a vessel pass, and in 

uh,t direction sail, in going from Glai 
Adrianople? 

3, In exchanging gold dust for cotton, b) what 
weight would each l><- weighed? 

1. p.usc who, 1776, member, and mm. 

5. What is Emphasi 

Students were required to wear a uniform of "cadet-gra> mixed cloth of 

the same color and quality as that worn at West Point." I he COat W3 lingfc-

breasted, buttoned to the chin, with a Standing collar; the vest wai also single. 

breasted; and the pants had a welt of dark blur on the OUtsidc seam*. 

Tuition was $15 a year for Illinois students and "$20.00 p.-, annum t 

foreign students." The word "foreign" meant out-of-state About discipline the 

founding fathers were firm, eloquent, and ambiguous. "The University 

designed for men, not children, and its government rests in an appeal to the 

manly feeling and sense of honor of its students. It has but one law. and that i 

DO RIGHT. If any student shall show himself so weak or corrupt that he in 

not, when thus treated, refrain from vicious conduct, lie will i :ive permissi 

to leave the institution. >J 

Among the courses taught that first year were Astronomy, Butler's Analogy, 
Elocution, Evidences of Christianity, Historv of Inductive Sciences, Mental 
Philosophy, and Penmanship. Classes were held from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 111 

Time Table appeared under the elegant title. "Scheme of Recitations and 
Exercises." 

In addition to the compulsory two hours (A manual labor a day, Student 

wen- required to drill three hours weekly under a Civil War officer and \vei 
marched to and from daily chapel. 

Literary societies were among the first campus organizations. Regent 
Gre ,ry assigned the boys iltemativel) into two groups: the Adelphi. and the 
™«n*thean. The girls' society was called the Alethenai. Ih, first student 
P u " ^ n aPPeared in the fall of 1871 and was a pamphlct-siicd B athh 
called The Student. 

d j ! ^ rT l° Sl ' * CO"CgiatC SpirU '" ,; 0 w h ™ "- *"*fin 

S T S ha ' ^ * ' j U n i ° r e ' a n d * n i ° « - The senior cla 
X S s l T a ' , 8 " '' •""' "'" ' - ' " f t h r d iKed for skill h 

> l"llls- ac< lamation i ontr«t« , i, . i 
recitation •„1,i ,i , ••• ' orations, shootiiiR toothpicks durinc 

pn mtedon December'sTnTfi I ^ W ^ " '""" "** ' *»»*"** 
'"""• appeared in the weekh , / " ' ' '""" ' *' '" ' ' 
To. ,.„. ,„„,„ , , " >'" '•" '"> i onDc iibci I 

' • •o'wwhal novel ,,...,. ,,„,. „, . 

\ : 



Eichhcrg's Opera 11.ill, by the Alcthcnai Society of tin- University, assisted hy 
a happy troupe of young gentlemen, representing all portions of the United 
States and Greece. 'The Mistletoe Hough' . . . is melancholy in the extreme, but 
embraces some scenes that are actually side-splitting and ludicrous. . . . 

"Old folks who are fond of the horrible, and young ones who delight in 

spasmodic scenes of love and jollity, have been especially provided for in this 

pantomime. . . . From the bridal banquet to the cold coffin is but a step, as 

portrayed in this singularly fascinating production." On December 11 the sand­

paper reported again. "The entertainment was well attended both evenings, 

and we understand that the result, financially, was a startling success. Let the 

young collegians repeat such entertainments as often as they think proper. 

Let us encourage home talent." 

The first real play given by the students was described as ' ' the by-play from 

A Midsummer Night's Dream." It was presented as par t of the University's 

seventh anniversary and was given after the evening exercises in the chapel on 

March 11, 1875. T h e Champaign County Gazette report ing on the event in 

the March 17 issue had this to sav. "[It] . . . was very well played, but the piece 

selected seemed a singular one to be given in connection with the anniversary 

exercises of a university. . . . " 

The giving of degrees wa^ considered an affectation by the L niversity 

founders. The i r idea was that students be allowed to take any courses the) 

pleased, and leave when they pleased. Instead of diplomas at graduat ion . 

certificates were given at entrance. 

T h e University library began in 1868 with $1,000 worth of books and some 

government pamphlets. For years every gift was faithfully inventoried in the 

"Circular and Catalogue of the Officers and Students ." Among the earl) 

donations listed were 

Eight yards paper blackboard 

()ne peck Polish wheat 

One large and beautiful colored lithograph of 
group «>f Durham cattle 

()ne hexameter pronged hoc 

< me set reed mats 

t me pair elk horns 

Two bird skeletons 

In the thirteen years under Gregory the University mad. real progress 
When Gregory resigned, the student bod) had increased to M ! Gentlemen 
nd 112 Ladies." Nearly 1,500 students had registered since the Univr ty*s 

"in- The facult) numbered twenty-seven nun and three women. On 
f die. men, Professor Thomas J. Burrill, was to become the first A mam 
\U (nationally famous n ientists at Illinois 

1J" first class in Botany, undei Profcssoi Burrill, went on trips throu 
to S , • , , ' tO collect plant ipci miens foi the h« i h . m u m that WAS tO bl I 

, l" larj m tip world S truster presented th< I nivenit) with H 
11 '• bratrd i a I ol the most ran and valuahl. fossil* in th< ft 

i in nihi i l <nn|M.,u i oili • tioni 
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, i ,,., ,1 n onranizatioiM In I WW) ii v. [he University had gone through BevcraJ n 
, i . . . i . under hull ' ° " ' AJMH u i . „ , 

omposcd of several schools and departments unac u 
, .. • 11 ;• ,- , , ( ! .».• .md S« M n< e. I »"' g round! • 

Rnirinccring, Natural Science, and Literatim 
, . , r r ' ,, , « s n< i l ' l l l i i ! SUM 1. J 11 in extX r 

pied In the University covered about 623 acres n 
j -r, .... ,,.,.(!<• grounds, l mvr*r»it) huil.h, mental farm, orchards, and military paraa g / , i .,! ,. n, n lv I.I .i million dollars. Ovei 

numbered fifteen. The assets wen- valued at ncari) ^ w c i , , • ti l(. lihrarv and it subscribed to nearh l-Kj 12.000 volumes were cataloged in tli< library 

periodicals in many languages. 
The Art Gallery, a hall 60 by 80 feet, was considered one ol the fin, , ;, 

t h e c o u n t r y . [ t w a s the gift of citizens of Urbana and Champaign R n t 

G r c g o r v C0nected S2.000 and then w.nt to Europe for reproductions of famous 
Greek and Roman statues. When the statuary arrived, almost all of it » 

f o u n d to be broken. Young Lorado Taft, '79. - n of a geology professor, post-
poned entering the University to take charge of the repairs and deftly put the 
pieees back together again. Many of the original forty statues are m exister* 
today, including the Laocoon and the Venus of Milo. 

One of the first machine shops and foundries for student laboratory work 
in any school in the country opened at the University in 1869. In a decade it 
had become both laboratory and manufacturing shop and. like the forge and 
the wood and carpentry shops which followed, was largely self-supporting. 

The compulsory manual labor hours had become a thing of the past. Stu­
dents interested in physical exercise went in for baseball and track. For man 
years, however, athletic events were sideline attractions compared to the speak­
ing contests held by the Illinois Intercollegiate Oratorical Association. 

Compulsory military drill continued and was one of the causes of the firs 
student rebellion. Nothing much came of the 1880 revolt, but another one 
eleven years later did result in some change of the rules. 

Early educators had said that women at the University should be taught 
"churning, vegetable gardening, and poultry raising." Music and elocution 
were also considered ideal courses for women. In 1874 one of the first women, 
Miss Louise C. Allen, joined the faculty. She became a "professor and 
preceptress." Under her leadership the most complete domestic science course 
of its kind in the country was begun. When she resigned i.» 1880 to become the 
wife of Regent Gregory, a School of Domestic Science had been established. 

On Commencement Day, June 6. 1877. the first degret s were ••ranted. The 

« W t , T f S< irn<•'"• B a c h e , ° r ° f ' • " 1 — •"><' Bachelor of Arts were 
O n e o ^ C O m p k t e d , h " f o u r-year course in their respective fiel. 

b hao ' ' , r , ' q U , r T t S f W g r a d U a t i ° n W a S "'•' * * * * of a 500-word oration 

watded to Z >" 7 7 y C a r T h C M S " M L " - M * degrees ™ 

The Un • n t e d a n accepted thesis." 
^ C O g n U i o n ' X ? i b ^ h i b h ^^f0**''*** j" "878 gained international 

'"v ' t (<l gold medal for i' '"• ' Pa"S I n t c r n a t i o n » ' Exposition won th 
a w ay M Twkey, Germany G "^'^ '" l 8 8 0 l t u d f n , s l""" M ! " 
tndiwtrial Univcraitv " " " ' ' : m d E n « , a n d were enrolled ..t the Illinois 

U 


