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The Hlini Union stands ready for a variel

| | | | “. ..I 4 ‘ 'l(‘(.i\'(l ill

sccordance with the best and finest traditions of early American colonial
architecture. it is one of the most distinguished buildings of its Kind
America. . . . ﬁ}llllmli/m the democratic spirtl of a greal lllli\t‘l'\il}.
[t is a place where every student s equally welcome and in which every

student has an v(|n;|l share: a |1|;m~ where students. faculty, and alumni

may meel cach other mu-i;lll_\ and immlormallv. and thereby promote Lhe

best 1in Hin Ilradition ol lm;lll\ 10 Lherr l'm\t‘l‘sil\ ;llul 1O (‘;l{'h nlhvl‘.
|| | rovide 2 :lislinguishml social center for
campus Wil turnish not only service but real

INsSPIral e - : .
PLra nd o liner University to all who enter

15 (Inm'_n.

\. o WILLARD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY, 19311916

\t the Opening of the Hini Union. Februar 3. 191
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The Illini Union is more than a building — it 1s an 1nsti-

tution with its roots deep in the past.

The completion of the building ten years ago was the
realization of a dream held by many Illini since the be-
ginning of the century. Two active student organizations,
one the Woman's League organized in 1897, and the other
the Illinois Union organized for men students in 1909, saw
the need for a Union building as they worked together on
activities such as Homecoming, pep meetings, cap burn-
ing, and student opera. In 1910 these student groups be-

gan making their plans and desires known.

It took them nine years to get a start. In 1919 the Illinois
Union rented quarters on the first floor of the Y.M.C.A.
building on the corner of Wright and John streets — now

{11 Hall. By 1927 the Union had purchased the whole

Y.M.C.A. building plus the Bradley Arcade building as

dall anlcx.,

The lllinois Union was then a separate corporation di-

rected by students and faculty, called the University of

3




[llinois Union. Inc. It owned all the property, and within the ranges
of its fluctuating income from voluntary membership, it guided student

activities throuchout the twenties and most of the thirties.

Meanwhile, interest in a specially built Union building intensified until
1934 when A. C. Willard was maugurated as president of the University.
One of President Willard's first othcial acts was to mvestigate the Union
building problem. He appointed an "Advisory Committee on Functions
and Operations of Student Center Buildings.” 'This committee didn't leave

. person uncounted nor a site unmeasured i their attempt to find just the
ight location. And when the University decided to raze University Hall, the

1s10n was unaminous to build the new Illini Union building where it now

blem was money. Since it was not to be appropriated by the

iture, the University obtained a Federal Grant of $544.000 and
company loan of Sl:l,'—ﬂ:}‘“““ Mmore. 1o bhe I‘Lliti oft |‘:}' funds from
be assessed agamst cach student, The furnishines and

cre purchased from contributions ranging between $1.00 and

irom alumni, faculty, and friends.

in June, 1938, the forerunner of the present Ilini Union Board was formed

Union Building.” Then. in L93Y, actual construction work hegan., And with

I .,,r . 'S . ; v % ' . . . : :
he b annimg ol constru tion, work was also |H‘;_[llll On organization and

ntegration ol activities to take place in the new building. The first SLCP Was

Ilu' crmeoergence ol a 11CW Illt‘ll'ﬂ \lllili‘lll lll'}:;lllif.lliiill. ktltl\\l! AN lln* \lt‘lfh
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L.cague, out of the old Ilinois Union. It corre

.‘Hll“lllli'{l to the Woman's League in responsibiliti

and function,

'[rlll'll Calne onc Hf IIII' [il*x' ‘ﬂiLiIIx l'l.’li T'I" tructure

now rising in the heart of the campus was really mor
than a building. It was originally mmtended that thi
Advisory Committee confine its activities to the opel
ation of the building itselt. 1t was soon apparent

the “operation of the building” meant ever-increa
ing service in a physical, educational, and recrea
tional way. Who, then, was to sponsor the llin
Union activity program — the Advisory Committ
the Men's League, or the Woman's League? Until
better solution was found, 1t was decided that the
Advisory Committee would sponsor a program
classical music hours, while the NMen's Leagcue

or the Woman's League would sponsor other student

programs within the building.

T'he solution began to come clear in 1941, In Jai

ary of that year the name of the Advisory Commit-
tee was changed to “Illin1 Union Board.” which was
to supervise the general student program within thi
building with the aid and cooperation of the Men's
L.eague and the Woman's Leacue. In Aucust of th
tollowing vyear, growing out of the previous long-
standing and formative organizations, the pres

[Ilim1 Union Board was established.

Meanwhile, on February 5. 1941, just two vears afi
construction began. the long-awaited buildine was
opened. | he formal dedication was held in the

and appropriately enough, a vear later. El

I{{Hn:‘\,'t‘llt I|lt‘|1 l"ilwl [..itl‘\ Hf the | and. was |

cut the cake at the Hhinmt Union's first birthday







Whether vou see the intricate detail of a stairwell, or look

down a corridor of arched doorways, or gaze upon the full
sweep of 1ts imposing facade, the lllint Union building 1s an
outstanding blend of early American architectural styles into a
warm, comfortable, and stately mansion. Now, atter only ten

rs. 1t seems that the IHhima Union building has been here
from the beginning. It seems to be as natural a part of the
42-year-old campus landscape as the twisting elm on the quad-

.'l:I.'_.if f'-"i]thm':' ;mfl AS (.;I_”‘” Sll‘rt‘t ill l]l:' I‘l‘nnl.

For many Illini the 30-foot open-arched cupola and 1ts 11 -foot

bronze weather vane 1s the distinctive feature of the Illini
L nion buitlding. And a fitting symbol 1t 1s. Its eight-foot bronze
arrow pomts ever windward with a replica of an Indian arrow-
head, The feathered end 1s slhit with traditional Illini cutouts
ndicating the four phases of the moon and three wigwams.
in the belfry of the cupola is the University’s historic chapel
heltl : at ity base 1s the old clock which was the gift of the Class

of /6. And now, alter ten years, depictions of the cupola are

appearing on certain university publications as the hallmark of

the U miversity of HHinos
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A CENTER FOR ACTIVITIES

Over 800 students work on the special committees that plan
social activities taking place in some room of the Illini
Union building: almost every day. Directing these commit-
tees 18 the Illini Union Board, composed of twelve students
and six faculty members. The Board 1s responsible for the
administration of “programs which serve the cultural, edu-
cational. recreational. and social interests of the general
student body.” Ten years ago the Board sponsored a single

program ; this year i1t will sponsor thirty-eight.

But all the student activities that take place in the 111in;

Union building are not sponsored by the Illini Union Board.

[ts facilities are used by all student orgamzations for then
formal dances. business meetings. banquets, or special events.
1'he Student Senate, Interfraternity Council, Men's Inde-
pendent Association, Panhellenic Council, Women's Group
dystem, Star Course, and Campus Chest have their offices

on the third floor.

A typical Illini Union-sponsored program is the Thursday
atternoon Coffee Hour. a time and place for students and
taculty to get together informally. The spontancity of a
December Coffee Hour, for exampie, might be heightened
when students “trim-a-limb”™ of the Union's ladder-high

Christmas tree

smmgig carols and attractine onlookers to

join in the holiday spirit.

10
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[nside the Illin1 Union building
alumni register for Homecoming, and
committee members othcially start the
sale of Homecoming Badges by pin-
ning the fhirst badege on the President
of the University. During the half-
time ceremonites on the Stadium held.
Chiet lllimiwek 1n front of nearly
/ tans., crowns the Dad chosen
“King for a Day.”

17
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cdimes are all eiven to the ( ampus Chi
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r s Dav celebration held in the Union buillding. even to
cutting of the cake
| : week-end on campus that has the Union |
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Service facilities are inevitable in connection with an nsti-
cution like the Ilini Union. The thousands of students, fac-
townspeople, and guests who come mnto the Union to

in its activities have to have a place to leave then

to be a place where people can buy tickets

&

erts, and banquets. There has to be a

) SIt. A ]ﬂiltW‘ to entertain OUCSES. SO the

f.i:‘ ‘-~ “u CEIIREE LOT tl{'lll\'il'][‘x_ ]1[1[ ad CCNnier

|

who enter 1ts doors. What are the major

time of any day you can find someone at the
ng window on the main floor, purchasing tickets

CUniversity or Union function. The service. which
ar handled 116,469 tickets for 147 different events
| took 11 $/1,3503.09., 1s offered to student and stafl organ-

izations without charge.

A place to wait for an appointed meeting, a place to sit and
read the paper, a place to rest — these are afforded bv the

Union's five excellently-furnished Loungce Facilities:  the

Mam l_f:l”l{itg the W ITIL;\xtltltI |{titull, and the l]hit‘ l AOUNLC

on the first floor; the Faculty Lounge and the General
L.ounge on the second floor,

22







Some of the students who use the Wedegwood Lounge clust
the corner near the phonograph listening to recordings. And tl
very likely have borrowed an album from among the more than
1,000 albums of popular, classical, and semi-classical recordings
the Reo ord L. ’.'u".".’{ 1.;:3'“.{".. l.ast vear over 3. #L‘i..""klf?‘:w Wl

o

checked out from this ibrarv. located in the Browsine Roon

All of the more than 57.000 students who visited the Browsing

Room tilll'itH the |]-i-{ VOl however., did not borrow records., \Y (a8}

relaxed and read books. 1 he Browsineg Room hibrarv of

volumes 1s a branch ot the Unmiversity of lllimois Mam Labr:

| he Hhim Unmion houses the Unmiversaitv's Gentral 1 el i

Switchboard with 1ts 30 mcoming and 30 outgome trunks,

1./790 Umversity extensions. The Switchboard 18 1in operation

hours a dav. Another service of the Union 1s the I

i

() fhice, which last vear averaged over 400 requests for ind

i A

cvery day, and distributed over 100,000 timetables. maps. catalogs

|

and booklets., Durimge the same period the othee of
Keservations at the Hhint Union assiened University space for

than academic purposes to 8,747 student, staff. and civic groups

24






. L]

"'-'
TI'I||"I'I| -

"'l'l'll"i .
171 JLAMN :
1!1;.',1'”1'1".'.. - _
"'"""'i't'r'l*ﬂirillll
'l!l‘]‘j‘l ’ : i .
]

e -
y i R




\nother mmportant service of the Illin

IS 1O 1\1t‘\llil‘ H”ltl" Hl‘l.lll‘ lH! .llli\i

\t‘! l‘?'i]‘h A0 HIHllI'”T At TIKI!HH Illl[lhl'{l -
L mon, but the building is the gath £
spot tor returning alumni, with the RrINL 1
. AT, .
{ssoctation nfhu'u, and the NIVer- | g
Ir RO [ 8 .'.'.'.-?'.' l![hl't'n O llilkil!".
Ol ”‘n‘ Ht‘t!‘lhl ”HH!, \” tnec :r[l}q'[ ,:.;
wes of the Union are available to |
nd 1t 1s here that classes reunite :
)
uld acquamtance 1s not foreot. ~d
h . _ ts Lost and Found service received 2,069 25
l 1atasi H:.'"il OIS tt”l{ dttracunve (rh’f v 3

; . OSL AT 't' CS 1A8T vVear. ;1IH1 W ds ;:}Jl" L) TC-

- also availlable for use by alumni. t artic | ; A |

| | == . turn articles to 1.119 much relieved

nts. and cuests of the University, Last

: | - _ ]“""!". ‘]1]“‘ ITWO (/f ( j reoorr }.J:I."’:ﬁ
these rooms accommodated 5.668

thousands of coats. briefcases. umbrellas.

SR and bulky packages every day. The Mai
Service also includes many little things. 1 Desk at the front entrance sells about
lose something, or fiind something on $25.000 worth of candy, -cigarettes
University property, whom do you call? If chewing gum, cigars, newspapers, and
want to leave your briefcase or coat 1n magazines in a year. Over $1,000 worth
safe place. where do vou go? Is there a of bills are changed to smaller denom- |
L ‘J buv cigarettes. candy, or news- inations there each week. It 1s the recep- '
'S ] 1*. ['I}iun i;]'rﬂ,i{irm [}1|‘-.t' u']'k'i{'f‘a liﬁll l']t'-L' ]‘HI' Ih*' ”]111] ['HEHI-.
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| IVEeTrsity |u|||frlfl| LtOournameent ||I"
| n offers nie tables for bilthards, pool
m the tournament Winners represent
creollegiate Bilhard 1 ournament. Fos
checken ,1]11 5. O canasta. the Hihms
rrous lounges. and last vear loaned out

of chess men. and 451 checker board
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lines were bowled on the 1llini Union's eight constantly occupied

. during the past school year. 1he Union ~}Ju|1-~utrtl the first “"Bio

1949 and won the -.'11411111inn-.hi;>. Intramural leagues, phy sical

lasses. and U. of 1. staff leagues use the alleys as a part of the

intramural program.
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NI UNION
JOKSTORE

An especially important service of the Iilmi
Union 1s the Illint Union Bookstore on
Wright Street. Students who purchase thenr
books and supplies here benefit from this
{‘tu:r]n‘l‘;lli\'r enterprise by |1;11‘{in‘i[mlilm n

the dividend distribution.

Also important is the dining service of the
[[liIn1 Union. A dining room 1s available at
the Union to suit the tastes of any person

for the student lounging or studving on
the South T'errace, or for the occupant ot
one of the Guest Rooms: for formal or in-
tormal parties; for a full meal or a quick

micl-morning snack.

(n the south campus back of the Architec

ture Buillding and David Kinley Hall s the

30
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'y L semvice .llhl ll‘lllll.lill ldl'il“ii‘x,
\ [Hhm Umion building itself are five
LNE SPots the beautiful Colo
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{ e Commons, [ he ']
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A LeLera Service 1s .I\..l”.ll‘llt'.

l: n there are six rooms on the third
s one room just off the Colonial
Room, where private dinners and banquets

served. 1 he huege Ballroom on the

S g HOO! 111N .tlwli he rllll\t‘r[t‘ti illttl ol
1 11 : -
Nall, sScatmng as manvy as Hitx)

In the past ten vears over 20-million meals

n served by the Umion!

| he ulumate aim of an institution like the
[1lim1 Union 1s not to offer a place to escape
CONnstant 1‘tflit}tti|*11.tl Proccoss £oO-

FCal l'zzixf'zwi!x 1t 1S lqttllrl‘tt}
process. A center of student-
"ﬂc'~ .:E:ii SCTN iri- iw II]:‘ }}l.lrt'
s put to work, and infor-

‘«d In a natural and stim-
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the Illimi Union provides
of meetines. conferences, re-

nd social functions held on the
[ts rooms serve triple and quad-
h  dav. accommodating
different events at which T}It'
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tendance reaches almost ), -
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1 established. They help the student 10

I""'\‘*
i |‘

lhllt‘ l‘(lllt‘.lilﬂlltll B .IIIH‘ Ol extracurri
levelop his ¢l | | individual talent that may be missed
aoewvge ”l] IS LRI e i 21T : ) '

in the classroom

‘ | | l he student’s career. However.,
Certainly studies come h

' | | bt ad succeess in extracurricul;
llll{]t‘l‘ L‘EHU(I t"HIHIIIltHi- ;IH‘ COrrciation Dol R |dl'

vities i 1 ] | Cactivities lies 1n excessive
activities i1s l)nz-lln e. AS 1n H:.tn} ul||m *h.l sL111 * Hlt A

induleence and. to some extent, in UNwise choices.

The Illini Union with its great variety ol associated student enterprises is ideally set up to insure

a balanced program for the student. It offers opportunities [or participation that are unexcelled.

[ note, for example. in a recent report of the Student Activities Division of the Union that no
less than 38 different program activities are being maintained. In a single vear the total attend-
ance record for these functions was over 150.000. These activities include banquets, dances.
discussion groups, film programs, games and tournaments, instructional programs, concerts,

promotion activities, student shows. social and wellare services. parties and :--pm*inl events.

Now the sheer fun inherent in a party. a dance or a festival should not be undervalued. The

human being does not live I)} bread alone nor IJ} brain alone: as an all-round pm':-.mmlil\ he needs
ttention to the social and emotional sides of his life. At the same time the l'v.-apmhil)ilit\
in setting up these programs is a good experience in co-operation. Many a student

perhaps for the first time, that nothing gets done by itself. It demands more than a

hared interest to dey elop and maintain a successful recreational program. Interest

stasm need to be linked to planning and execution—a useful lesson throughout life.

ch matters the Illini Union is well set up and beautifully housed. Students. faculty.

1inni liiltl f';1li||)||-~ visitors ;l” E_’;i\ et lilllgil)ll‘ Hlll)])lil'l ;.lll{l ;l[)])l'l‘l‘i;llillll.

| he Hllint Union 1s an inteor: ar - S - o : |
ntegral part of the 1 niversity of Illlinois. The University would be im-

poverished without its unique educational and social lephlllwss. Therefore, we salute the Hlini

L nion on its tenth anniversary of service to every member of the Universits family. May it con-

Linue 10 grow 1n the richness ol Is ‘I’ - . .
| offer ings to young and old, to newcomer and elder citizen!

GEORGE D, STODDARD. PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY




Fhe foregoing résumé of activities and sery-

\ces from 1941 to 1951 recounts how the 1llini
Union, during its first ten years, has pro-
toundly influenced the life of the University
community, In addition to providing many
Opportunities for recreational, social, and
cultural experiences to the students and staff,
the Illini Union has also served the alumni
and friends of the University, and on many
occasions, the people of the state at large.
We are grateful to those who gave so gener-
ously of their time and efforts, and to those
who provided for the furnishings and equip-
ment of the building, for having brought to

the University an asset of such value and
distinction. '

r

l'he Illin1 Union has fulfilled many needs of
the college community. However, with enroll-
ment considerably higher than at the time the
building was planned, almost every facility is
overtaxed. Each year has seen an increase 1
activity within the building. With every indi-
cation that University enrollments will con-
tinue at a high level over the long term, there
will be need for expansion. Although this may
not be possible in the near future, considera-
tion is being given to an addition to present
facilities which will permit an increased
sphere of activities and service. In the mean-
time. the Illini Union will continue to serve
the University community to the fullest extent

of its available facilities.

THE ILLINI UNION BOARD




