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HE students, faculty, and alumni of the University of Illinois are about to open their new Union
Building. More than thirty years ago the idea of providing such a building was conceived on this
campus and a campaign for its consummation was actually initiated. Today, following three vears
of intensive effort in which many Illini and others have participated, that idea has been finally and fully
realized. The new Illini Union stands ready for a variety of services to past, present, and future genera-
tions of students of this University. Conceived in accordance with the best and finest traditions of early
American colonial architecture, it 1s one of the most distinguished buildings of its kind in America.

But notable as its architecture, furnishings and equipment may be in inspiring those who use it with
an appreciation of beautiful craftsmanship and dignified surroundings, this building has another and a
finer purpose. It symbolizes the democratic spirit of a great University. It is a place where every student
18 equally welcome and in which every student has an equal share; a place also where students, faculty,
and alumni may meet cach other socially and informally, and thereby promote the best in Illini traditions
of loyalty to their University and to each other.
The construction and equipment of this building has been one of the chief objectives of the present
University administration, heartily supported in every way by the Board of Trustees. The sole idea has
been to provide a distinguished social center for campus life, which it is hoped will furnish not only serv-
ice but real inspiration for better living and a finer University to all who enter its doors. 1f this can be
ccomplished with your cooperation, the Illini Union Building will have justified its creation as the
ymbol of the democratic spirit of the University of Illinois. It will be one more important contribution

our American way of life,
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A trust agreement between the | Univer: .

The Hlini Union Building has heen erected under

itv of Illinois Foundation and the University of Minois with funds made available through |
SILY ‘ . |

a grant from the Public Works Administr
Life Insurance Company to cover building construction Costs.

| | > i Oouen ; ,
The furnishings and equipment of the building have been provide d for through a fund g

contributed largely by alumni and other friends of the University. f

2tion and a loan from The Connecticut \/Iutu,;l
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The first floor, with its various lounges, provides an atmosphere of leisure and relaxation. The main
wounge adjoins the entrance lobby and will serve as a general meeting place and reception hall. The south
lounge will most likely attract the men because of the masculine interior and turnishings, while the del:-

cate interior of the north lounge should appeal to the ladies.

lLocated between the north and the south lounges is the Broweing—Rotm. Here you will find ove:

1500 books—an ideal place to spend a few minutes or hours.

} L » » # M ’ = R e an . . ‘ .

In the east wing of the first floor are the main dining room and the game room. Lunch and dinne
will be served daily in the dining room. The game room will include facilities for table tennis and card The |
games. ‘Table tennis equipment, cards, checkers and chess sets will be issued {rom the main desk. Rncing, |
Also located on this floor are the administrative offices, a conference room. ticket offices of the Ath Two .
letic Association, ticket-selling facilities for all University events, and a check room which will be up-:n"“l*‘hl" ’
at all hours with no charge for this service. 80 serve
On all floors free telephone service will be available for local calls. §  Facul
LAty o
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Ground Floor

Eight bowling alleys offering the finest in such equipment will be available for league and open
bowling.

The cafetenia
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to be known as “The Commons,” will seat approximately 275 and will be open
Breakfast, lunch, and dinner every day.

The grill is to be called “The Tavern” and will seat approximately 200. Soda fountain service will be
@available in this room from nine o'clock in the morning until the building closes 1in the evening.

All food will be prepared in the main kitchen located on this floor. Service elevators will permit the

gonveyance of food to the auxiliary kitchens located on the first, second, and third floors.
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Second Floor

I'he ballroom is probably one of the most attractive rooms in the building and will be available fo:
dancing, banquets, and meetings. >

.;3,','3 I'wo of the student-activity rooms will be permanently assigned, while the
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. remaining three will be
fpailable for various meetings of student organizations.

i

1T he general luuni;r, directly across the hall. will
(SO scrve as a music room at specified hours cach day, offering recordings of the world's |

ST MuUsic
Faculty headquarters in the building will center around the taculty

lounge, A small game room and
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rary, for the use of faculty and othe: groups, adjoins the lounge
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The third floor is devoted entirely to banquet and meeting rooms. Through the use

-
and sliding panels, this area may be converted into one large room, suthcient to accommodate
ot 300, or a series of six smaller rooms for meetings and dinners. A small lounge, adjacent to 1t ,
will serve as a meeting room and lounge. There is also a large kitchen on this § \ 1 : :
tor serving the banquets and dinners.
The west wing will remain unfinished at present in order to provide s 1Or expa
tional needs have been determined.
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| he fourteen guest rooms on the fourth Aoos
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AN ALUMNI GREGORY MEMORIAL

THE NEED APPRECIATED

It 18 agreed among those concerned that some suitable testimonial
should be mstituted or erected on the University campus,/in honor of
the man, who more than any one else, and in a large sense more than all
others, laid the foundations as they were laid, and in the earlier vears
shaped the character and scope of the institution which has developed
into the University of Illinois as we know it—Doctor John Milton
Gregory, the first Regent (President).

tie was elected to his high office March 12. 1867. and served with
oreat distinetion and winsome favor until September 1, 1880, when he
resigned because his strength seemed to him unequal to the burden he
had assumed and appeared inevitable while he continued in the position.

This 18 not the ]1];11*:' fnr‘ dll liir—;lnl'ii' dccount, but 1t l-~ ]nw*nlrlill#_!‘ Lo
say that what transpired in those early vears i1s now recognized in
vonderiul accomplishments. Out of a chaos of i1deas, of widely divergent,
mostly erudely formed ideals, confusedly entangled, the old with the
new, the good with the bad, the possible with the impracticable, the

personal with the patriotic—there came forth clearly formulated plans,
splendidly organized procedures, richly prophetic beginnings, which in
their fair developments makes the institution what 1t i1s today. In the
preparation for the remarkable results which have followed, there was
in 1t all and thru 1t all, one mspired and 1spiring voice, one towering

]*';;'!"I'%]:i]u Ol 1Hall ‘\‘.'IIH lll"\'iH:'li Hllll {Iil't*t*h*tl. Olle ‘\\]lli ¢ IHHIV!ITI}'

pleaded when oratory was effective, one who wvigorously battled when
one unfamibiar with the inner

history of the period, read the paper prepared by Doctor Gregory, called

CONIESIS wWere ii]l:i\'nitl;i‘i'l‘. et (lly

the “* Report of the Committee on Courses of Study ™ ete., published
e First Annual Report of the Board of Trustees, to find at once the

masterly mind enlisted in the serviee of the new mstitution during the
Veurs and activities

T

nregnant vears of its organization and development
whose influence has mightily affected the whole subsequent character

J;!.-'j “I.-' H}‘ ”il' "lij‘»l'l'“«”.\. ll illlll'l'll |]l*'_\ are not l'l"‘l'”fl‘nillll* 1.“1_ iI“-i \.-I'}'

cXIstenece as "'\H'f'll,
1
memory we venerate and ‘n'\u*, this maker,

IT j-w 10) 1}]]“1 111¢11) ‘»‘;hlm:'
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this founder, this fabricator; this pilot, this captain;

LIS master
”tl' iillll'l'ilnl"w lI" l]]l* “"lli["é H]‘ 'II‘-- tYCLHLLUS

father thix friend-——to whom we

and of his devoted labors, propose 1o |-1'.-\1=|-~ something commemerative

of hig service, his consuming devotion, his prevartling power
The Hmversity of Hhnois i3 not, we may assume, i dire need ol
the absorbing maw and efficient as 18 its financial

money . insatinble ax |
18 founded on human

(LI eniion, st the mistitution % o human one, 1
peeds, nndd threaves only as it touches humnn s IHI':I[III:'H and desires, only


file:///nnual

as it satisfics human aspirations and wins human affections, Fortunately
it has great wealth of this kind, much morg t.Im.n that represented if they
could be compared in financial exhibits, J [t 18 probably true that the
University of [1linols leads signilivuml,\' in this respect among others of
its kind. There is rich abundance of good will, loyal devotion,
Slillllllniing ln‘it{t‘. affectionate l't‘;.';m‘tl.

There is little however to give tangible or visible evidence of this
i+s best asset, little to give expression to the existing wealth of esteem and
love. little to demonstrate that the wise counsels and devoted, often
heroic labors of founders and builders are recognized or appreciated,
Kind words, elowing culogies, are very good so far as they go, but when
at their best thev leave entirely untouched another form of expression
embodied in material monuments. This is widely understood and people
evervwhere obey their best impulses and noblest instinets in erecting
statues and building permanent memorial structures associated with
oreat movements and dedicated to great men. That there 1s not more
of it, usually comes from the want of collective endeavor. It is hard to
oet minds united, preferences pooled, sentiments centralized. This has
been true with us. The story in a few words may be given as follows,—

HISTORY OF MOVEMENT

There was wide appreciation of the work and influence of Doctor
Gregory in the earlier vears; but, especially from the time the grave was
made upon the campus, the thought was often expressed that some
suitable testimomial should be erected to the man whose remains rest
therein. This feeling all along was a general one, concurred in by
officials, advocated by alummni, urged by friends, shared by students as
vear by year they came and went, and favored by interested people at
aome and abroad. The sentiment grew with the passing vears, especially
cmong alumni, untill at length a conference, previously arranged for,
was called on Alumni day 1912, resulting in a canvass to ascertain
further what members of the Alumni Association thought should and
could be done by themselves. In the mean time Mr. Homer A. Stillwell
of Chicago, ex-"82, who upon a visit had sought out the grave and was
tonched by the small prominence given to it, offered to contribute a
zoodly named sum towards a suitable memorial. This stimulated action
and the committee reported to the Exeeutive Committee of the
Association, in June 1913, that the feeling was very prevalent and
almost unanimous that something should be done by the alumni. The
amount of money suggested was most commonly put from $25,000
to $50,000. |

The l*}xr.-eutiw Committee referred the report to the Alumni Couneil
and by this body it was referred to the new Executive Committee with
the recommendation that a speeial Gregory memorial committee be
appointed, \'vith Mr. 5. A. Bullard as chairman, to take the matter in
charge, "This new Executive Committee again favored action, approved
the recommendation .of the Council and instructed the President of the
Asso?mtmn to appoint the proposed memorial comwmittee and alse to
call into conference the President of the University, that of the Board
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of Trustees, the chairman of the Trustees” Committee on Buildings and
Grounds, the members of the Alumn Executive Committee, those of the
Memorial Committee and Professors Burrill and White.

After some unavoirdable delays this Conference was called by
Mr. Bullard, now President of the Alumni Association, for May 2, 1914,
at the University, to discuss the whole matter and to decide if possible
upon some definite form of memorial structure.

When the meeting was called to order there were present the
following named delegates:

President James

President W. L. Abbott and Mr. O. W. Hoit of the Board of
Trustees

Protfessors Burrill, Baker, and White of the Faculty, and

President Bullard and Messrs. J. K. Armstrong, H. M. Dunlap,
F. 1. Hateh and Peter Junkersteld of the Alumni
Association.

Those absent were:

Professor Talbot, Messrs. H. J. Burt, J. N. Chester, E. G.

Graham, J. C. Llewellyn, J. A. Ockerson and Lorado Taftt.

CONFERENCE AND COMMITTEE ACTION

After full discussion during which many suggestions were made,
often widely different in character, unanimous. agreement was at length
reached and all voted for the following resolution:

‘“Resolved, that the memorial to be erected to Dr. Gregory on the
University campus be a Gregory Memorwal Bulding and Art Collection,
that $150,000 be raised for the purpose, and that the University Trustees
be requested to assign a site for the building south of Lancoln Hall, west
of the Auditorium and facing the site chosen for the mew Library
buillding.”’

Later, on the same day, the recommendation of the Conference was
approved by the memorial committee and Dr. T. J. Burrill was appointed
director of a campaign with Messrs. Bullard, Baker and Dunlap as a
subecommittee, to carry the proposition into effect.

It was a great step forward to gain this unanimous agreement on the
part of the committee and the designation so clearly marked of the kind
and cost of a memorial. The site selected 1s for one of the major campus
buildings, near the center of things as the campus develops.

EXPLANATIONS

By the help of the accompanying plates the location and
surroundings can be easily made out. Plate 1. shows, on a small scale,
the arrangements of the present buildings and wonderful suggestions for
future ones. Along the west side south of Green street occur i order:
the Library Building (with a new extension on the south), the Commerce
building (only the east half now up), the Womans' Building, Lincoln
Hall (east half now existing), and the proposed Gregory Memorial
inilding, with the Auditorium directly east, across Burrill avenue.
Facing this Memorial building on the south is the proposed new hbrary
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structure, marked & on the plate,

seen on the woest.,
We cannot follow

campus, but this plate gives

- wlized location 0
shows the centralized | | 5
V1. 3 " (et
Turning to Plate 11, a hetter understanding of the propos | building
h .

- T Coained. for this shows on *

te and its immediate relations can be gained, Tor this v U0 "”’l{‘ r
T - f' . In the center is the Aunditorium with
scale this portion of the campus. iy

' TR PRUGEL | + shade. on the south. This latter faces an
a proposed addition, in lighter shade, Ty |
open park, with Burrill avenue on the west and a similar new avenue on

. ) : _ % A , : : . ;
the east. and between the building and the park is the proposed Armory
avenue erossine the campus east and west with provisions for the street

, o

railroad 1n a subway. il

Note the Li-shaped building sites on either sides of the Auditorium—
that on the east suggested for the School of Musie, that westward for the
Gregory Memorial. The east and west extension of the latter 1s the part
now in question with the shadowy expectation that some day the name
will apply to a structure occupying this whole area.

The building now under special consideration has on the ground
plan presented on Plate 1I., a length of 186 feet and a width of 66 feet
(at the eastern end), and is to be 3 stories in height, with south face
somewhat as shown in Plate III. The north face will have similar
treatment, making a dignified, noble appearing structure, admirably
sulted to the site and to the proposed use.

further here a description of the parts of the new
ovidence enough of the future outlook and
¢ the coming memorial building,

As previously remarked the Alummni Association and the special
cause 1t here espouses are extremely fortunate in having available this
very acceptable, help-inspiring site, and the Association is fortunate too
1n the selection of the kind of a memorial which ean never grow old, but
which must grow in interest and value as time passes. With a good and
safe place for their exhibition and preservation, richly valued additions
will constantly be made to the art treasures, while older POSSesS1I0NS
will }'{‘:aﬂ}: gain In value as they pass from existing to historie
representations.

~ Further to explain the relations of the proposed building with those
1mmedla?ely_adJommg, Plates IV, and V. are added showing respectively
the Audltor}um and Lincoln Hall as they appear from a point i1n the
openh space 1n frm_lt of both buildings. From this same viewpoint the
nart edstTE'erspeleltlze of the Memorial Building will show between the
others. 1s will be understood if ! ' '
, .. 01 ; ’

ol o vt fa Boie | tu1111ng agaimn to Plate 11. the

S located as designated and sight be directed to the
southwest.

This associati 1065 '

s ation O.f 'b.mldmgs-. must 1mpress everyone favorably
s dgt pr(_fsulnt_ conditions of things and nothing can better be
sted toward insuranc . F

urance of undated permanence and stability,

whatever f - .
Uni - follows in campus  development and whoever follows in
niversity management,

lost to, or eclipsed in, University
bbecomes comparatively less important,
‘pion 1 the Conference Resolution of

the new Armory, marked 7, is
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May 2, 1914, will stand as well for other illustrious names and for the
great deeds that find place in the perennial freshness of grateful
appreciation.  The structure and its contents is to be of a general
memorial character for all time and for all worthy interests.

THE OLD ART GALLERY

Those of the older days well remember the Art Collection exhibited
on the fifth floor of the ‘*New Building’’ (University Hall). It was
for many vears the show place of the University, and visitors were al-
wavs taken to it. Very often even those from far distance inquired for 1t,
because its fame was widespread. And the influence it exerted in regard
to culture and taste was certainly considerable. There are those of the
student body of the 70s and 80s who now assert their whole lives have
been different from what they would otherwise have been on account of
this art collection.

It owed its existence to Doctor Gregory’s personal efforts. He
started the original movement, made personal contributions for it,
received subseriptions from others after his presentations, devoted to 1t
the proceeds of lectures and entertainments, and with the money thus
secured—about $4,000—went to Paris at his own expense and purchased
the very excellent collection of casts of famous sculptural pieces, the
large number of engravings and other instructive art objects. Ile asked
of the Trustees a little money for fitting the room and installing the

objects; otherwise the expenses were provided as has been told.

When the room was urgently demanded for other purposes the
pileces were distributed widely in University rooms, and because they
are now so disseminated they make no impression. So true is this last
that 1t 1s commonly supposed they are mostly lost. This is not true.
They can be largely gathered again and will make a good beginning for
a new collection.

LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE

It 1s unwise to try to predict at this time what the building details
will be or what will be the prominent features of the exhibit to be
contained therein. A pretty good answer to such an inquiry is to be
found in the outecome of a very similar project now well on in
development on the campus of the University of Michigcan—an Alumni
Memorial Hall, dedicated May 11, 1910. It cost $206,000 of which there
was raised by an alumni committee the sum of $156,000, and that of
$00,000 was contributed by the Board of Regents with the understanding
that the building should to some extent house distinetively University
affairs. The Alumni Association has headquarters in the building and
a general reading room open to all also has a place here. A large sized
Faculty elub room in the basement is found to be very useful. A lecture
room for the department of Art and Design is also provided, and a fine
sky-lighted Seulpture Gallery is at present used for public assemblies,

Otherwise the building is for art exhibitions and the collections
now in place represent a value beyond that of the cost of the building.
The “'Lewis Collection” of paintings is prominent among these. As

7
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one enters the wide entrance hall attention is at onee direeted on '"‘
right to a fine bronze bas-re Dl of President Angell and to a lilﬂ.ﬂ‘r
on the left, just unveiled, of President Tappan, the first executive, T4 *
18 space on the walls of this noble hall for a dozen sueh lnrge med.l]h}
ficures and in time they will contribute an imposing but ﬂng]’
appropriate aflect
The .ntuullw building and its abundantly interesting eonm
constitute something to be proud of on the part of those mntnbutin‘
to the fund by which the ereation became possible,  The ]arm
subseription towards the building was $10,000. Some three years wepe
required to complete the canvass made by the members of the memoria]l
committee wholly without finaneial compensation. i

THE FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN

Of course 1t 1s thoroly understood that 1t will require a \"igoroug, 3
persistently pushed campaign, and a hearty, sacrificing response to
secure pledges adding up the sum named for the memorial as planned.
It 1s a large undertaking, a very large financial proposition, which cannot |
be contemplated without some trepidation, and cannot be made a success :fff
without the willing assistance—helping to the hurting point—of
practically every one to whom application is naturally made. But with
a combmed, umted, fervent, heart-compelled, love-inspired, effort,
magnificent results are sure to follow, and the sacrifice to the individual
will be lost 1 the glory of the great general accomplishment. And
again, let 1t be said, that the financial and material measure will be far
outdone by the friternal and filial benefits which the former merely
serves to set forth, in the only language capable of adequate and
universal interpretation. In the contributions one may have only a |
small share; in the full, grand benefit and blessing each may elaim the
whole. Each contributor in money may say of the w hole “This In
affectionate good will 18 MY memorial gift,"”

The campaign for money may be said not to have begun, tho an
announcement of grandly inspiring moment is otherwise to be made to 3
the assembled Alumni Association, and when more than one such an ?

initiatory uplift can be reported, enthuslasm sufficient to complete the
job will not be wanting! :

S. A. BuLLARD, Springfield, Chairman
IrA O. BAER, Urbana

Td, BURRILL Urbana
H. M. DUNLAP Savoy

Frep L. HATCH, Spring Grove
O. W. Horr, Geneseo

A i 0 LLEWELLYN, Chicago
Lorapo Tarr, Chicago ﬁ

Committee on Gregory M
Prepared for the Committee by T. J. Bumm.. w '? &
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