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FOREWORD

THE purPOSE of this bulletin is to bring together in one
publication all the information and records pertaining to the
Land Grant Endowment Fund. The material presented is a
result of a wide search and careful review of all publica-
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Synopsis of the Establishment and Growth
of the Endowment Fund

Tue iINmmiaL Federal aid to the State of Illinois for educational pur-
poses was the gift of the customary two townships in accordance with
the Ordinance of 1787, generally known as the Seminary Lands; also
an additional gift of one-half of one per cent of the proceeds from the
sale of all government lands in Illinois after 1818, called the College
Fund, both to be exclusively bestowed upon a college or university.’
This sparsely settled western state had no definite or well planned
educational program., Mismanagement of the state finances, with the
resulting debt, provided a good setting for corrupt and incompetent
handling of these funds. The school law of 1825 gave the school fund
commissioners the right to use these funds; legislative action of 1829
instructed the auditor to sell the Seminary Lands. Sixty-seven and a
half sections of these picked farming lands were sacrificed at a public
auction for $1.25 per acre, the lowest price for any public lands at that
time. The governor was permitted to borrow the Seminary Funds for
the operation of the state, with the annual interest to be added to the
B total indebtedness ; that is, the state for twenty-two years received the
S use of apprommately $60,000 for which it never paid any interest. If
g me state had paid only 4%% dunng that period of time, the income
* | 1C amounted to $60,000 or as much as the
le o{ the fnnd, With the m;hmhmt of the Homal Umnm—




6 University of Illlinois

discussions was Jonathan Baldwin Turner. In a letter in 1852, he

suggested the building of industrial colleges by means of national
grants from the Federal Government,?

The first bill for such a grant was introduced by Congressman
Mornll in 1857. It passed both the Senate and the House but was
vetoed by President Buchanan. Mr. Morrill introduced a second bill
in 1860, but it did not pass; and in 1862, he introduced a third bill,
which was referred to a committee, where it met an adverse vote
which delayed its consideration. In the meantime, Senator Wade of
Ohio introduced a bill in the Senate which was practically identical
to the Morrill Bill.* It was passed by both the Senate and the House
and was approved by President Lincoln on July 1, 1862. The usual
conception that the bill which was passed was the Morrill Bill 1s
erroneous ; it 1s usually referred to as the Morrill Act.

The “Land Grant Act of 1862" gave to the states having public
lands title to such lands selected within their boundaries; or, in case
there were no longer whole sections available for location within their
boundaries, the states were issued an equivalent quantity of land
scrip,® equal to 30(1!) acres for each senator and representative that
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