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THE REPUBLIC OF UKRAINE

The newly tormed Republic of Ukraine stretches from the shored Of
the Bl..lt]\ Sea and thc Sea ()f Asov northward Into thc heart Of Whit WaAR 1.,
formerly European Russia.  Within her somewhat loosely defined bor-
ders are included the former Russian governments of Volhynia, Podolia,
Kiev, Kherson, Tchernigov, Poltava, Kharkov, and Ekaterinoslavcov-
ering an area of about 150,000 square miles and having a population d 3
approximately 35,000,000 souls. It is thus composed not only of htﬂ. X "* _'
' Russia (Ukraine proper) but also of Southern Russia, the new rea.hm v,
ment having placed under the control of the Ukrainian government & 33
northern part of the Black Sea littoral with its rich hinterland and with
its important harbors of Odessa and Nicolayev. On the otha’w 3
Eastern Galicia and Northwestern Bukowina, which were at one m
parts of Ukraine, are not included in the present Ukraini , Jy?
. The greater proportion of the inhabitants of this new polmcal m£
- Ukrainians, better known as Little Russians. They are a branch : e

the Russian Slavs although some recent leaders of the sml’m .
ment working from and with the aid of the Impenal gove: a

Germany and Austria-Hungary have been trying to pl‘ove h,

was nothing in common between the Ukrainians and thﬁ'

neighbors—the Great Russians. The seeds of dlscord I'M rk

for the dismemberment of Russia have been sowing four

soll in Ukraine because of the policy pursued by the olc - 1St go

:llent of ruthlessly repressing every mamfestatwn oﬁ P
ity. SRR AR

Ukraine means borderland and bo and this «

through many centuries of its turbulﬂu

the frivolous aristocracy of repubhcan

ruled, commumstlcally mclmed |




warriors they have evolved in Zaporogia, which was the

Ukraine, a peculiar military organization of Cossacks. | Ny

were ruled by a “Hetman” elected each year from the ranks of the o

people and responsible to a general assembly, called the Rada,

The early history of Russia is closely linked with that of Ukraine:

there, in the ninth century, on the banks of the river Dnieper, amgcﬂ,;

first important Russian principality, that of Kiev. It was from Kiey

that the Scandinavian princes who ruled over the Russian Slavs made

their expeditions against Byzantium and it was through Kiev that the
Byzantine influencesgradually penetrated northward and westward into
Russia, making themselves felt in Vladimir and in Smolensk, in Novgo.
rod and in Moscow. Prince Vladimir of Kiev accepted the Greek form |
of Christianity in 988 and after that for about two centuries Kiev, “the "
mother of Russian towns,” played the leading role in the political and
cultural life of the Russian Slavs. The Kievite Russia became a victin

of internal dissensions; it disintegrated even before Ghenghiz Khan with

his Mongolian hordes in the thirteenth century swept over the country,

__ filling 1t with terror and devastation, and exacting tribute fromall.

TR Submerged for over two centuries and a half beneath the flood of

E’. - the Tatar invasion the Ukrainians were too weak in the fifteenth cen-

e tury to withstand the encroachments of the Polish-Lithuanian State; |
- they were conquered, but not y uprisings

- >s. It was in 1653, “ 7




it went the re stless \pmt of hlunturc of rcl)clllon ofcontmuouloﬁm.s i -
bsive and defensive warfare.  Ukraine became an integral part of the
Russian Empire which established itself hrmly over the vast ternm
bof southeastern L urope, tor many centuries the battleground of tnhu,
braces, and nationalities. Peaceful communities, peaceful because of the
tron hand from Petrograd, spread E,r..uluallv over the beautiful land of
FLittle Russia with its broad navigable rivers, its rich black soil, its -'-;;.~?"'-
huge deposits of metallic and non-metallic minerals. The sword and o e
| th; musket gave way to the PIUW and the scythe. As cultivators ofthe -‘:
soil, the Ukrainians, to whom were added many other ethnical m
of the Russian pupul ition, spread southward into Taurida and east-

:
"--l.

ward into the uumn ot the Don. lhcy transformed the plams and m “*

- hillsides into fields of wheat, rye, and corn, of sugar beets and tobm f’
into fruit orchards and vineyards; they dotted the country with farm J‘i
sites, hamlets, and villages, where the only reminder of the old dl)'ld. g
bloody strife and of military glory 1s the song of the kobzar. Smd‘
the Little Russians achieved distinction in Russian literature, u’t‘ 2

' sciences; some of them have become prominent in industrial and com-
mercial pursuits; others have occupied responsible govemment!l.
tions under the old regime, but the majority of them are M
shepherds, having little inclination and aptitude for manufactur
trade activities. Most of the cities of Ukraine as w:u as ﬂ
Russia owe their development and prosperity to the M
the Jews, and the foreigners.

The peasants of Little Russia do not lack na.tuﬂ-l.
love poetry and music, but they are poor am.d gnora _'
In many parts of the country the wasteful three fiel
culture; they have no modern xmplemmm
noththstandlng the favorable climatic co '-*; -1 ‘_
their land¢ they do not get on an a,m nore than
4 year per acre. Occupying the 3 1 .
Empire, they produmd-_, fore the pre:
Russia’s wheat and close to 8f

.iﬁ-_lﬂ,-'.:n.': _.




the iron,and all the mercury of Russia.  Ukraine possesses also impor
tant salt deposits, particularly in three districts—the Carpathian foot:
hills. the Donetz plateau, and the Pontian-Caspian salt-lake and fimgy
region. Scattered through the country are pottery clays, kaolin, slate,
chalk, gypsum, and many other non-metallic minerals. Some gold,
silver, lead, and copper are also found, but the output of these metalsis
comparatively small.

The most important cities of Ukraine are Kiev, Odessa, Kharkoy,
Ekaterinoslav, Nicolayev, and Kherson. Kiev 1s situated almost in the
center of the basin of the Dnieper where the main stream after having
gathered its upper confluents carries the concentrated traffic of all its
tributary territory to the Black Sea. The University of Kiev ranks
third among those of Russia. Odessa is the leading seaport of the
Black Sea, and it is, next to Petrograd, the most European-like of all
the towns of Russia. Both Odessa and Kharkov, the latter in an inter-
mediary position between the Dnieper and the Don, are intellectual
centers; they possess flourishing universities and many schools. Nico-
layev is a naval station as well as a commercial harbor. Kherson, near
the mouth of the Dnieper, although less important than Odessa or
Nicolayev, is an active business town; it exports large qumﬁﬁﬂﬂf

_ wood, cereals, and hides. | o
R s The movement to free Ukraine from the despotic control of Russian

autocracy began long befo_re the present war. The renaissance 9‘“
~ Ukrainian language and literature started in the early part of the last-
~ century and under the stimulus given to it by the ‘
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Leeeded in throwing off the yoke of petty officialdom, the heavy burden
of taxation, the poverty and the squalor of their every day existence:
neither did this concession satisty a coterie of Ukrainian literary men
‘who aspired towards nothing less than a complete emancipationof their
‘native land from what they termed foreign domination. When Czar-
‘dom fell, a number of the latter constituted themselves into a Rada or

Council and presented demands to the Provisional government for the ’I
Lrecognition of Ukraine as a separate administrative unit. In vain did ;
| Kerensky’s government point out to them the needlessness and the .ﬂ
" dangers of their action at a time when strong enemy armies were fight-

ing their way into Russia and when the Revolutionary government was
doing its best to solve the many perplexing problems left by the old
' regime. The Rada insisted that the principle of self-determination of
peoples proclaimed by the Revolution applied to the Ukrainians not
less than to the Poles, to the Finns, or to the Letts. “Ukrainia for the
Ukrainians” became the watch-word of a number of politicians many
- of whom had just arrived from Vienna or from Lemberg; with ﬂ
watch-word they stirred up the slumbering nationalistic feelings i n,&i
part of the Ukrainian peasantry bringing it to the support of thcm
ratist movement. Taking advantage of the weakness of the Pro - Rary
government the Rada issued on June 26, 1917, a Manifesto a
that the Ukrainian people would henceforth manage dmrm
The Provisional government had to give way; it rcWMﬂ
Secretariat of Ukraine as the highest admmmtratwc power of Sou
Russia; the future constitution of the country m t to the de
of the Constltuent Assembly which was expected s
With the overthrow of the Provisional 30 ----- '

viki, the conflict between the North and gbﬂ} '
- Most bitter and intense; its chmtef; |
- The Bolsheviki cared little for thq m,_ ty of Ri
- What they wanted was the spreading

~ Into Ukramc, they vere Oppos




tesued at that time the Rada stated that 1t took this step in (Jl'der}m E
sparc tht: country the horrors of a tf\ 1 '-~tl*'lh‘; 11 xllscl:limcd any dﬂil'e _
to bring about the disintegration of Russia, the establishment of the
Ukrainian Republic being, ;u.'mrtlm;:‘tu tln-l statement, merely a gtep -
ping stonc tm\':lrds the I'urm;ltiun uf‘ a federation ot free and cqual peoplu |
of Russia, 3

On February 9, 1918, the Ukrainian Republic, whose representatives
sat at Brest-Litovsk, alongside the delegates of the Bolshevik govern.
ment. concluded a separate peace with the Central Powers. ltis ™
impoésiblc at the present time to state with any degree of certainty
whether the ease with which peace was negotiated can be attributedto =
the fact that many leaders of the Rada belonged to the secret Austrian -' J
Bund and were supported by German money. Whatever the case may

be, the fact remains that Ukraine was the first country to withdraw

1y

from the war and to give to the Central Powers a decided temporary
advantage 1n the gigantic struggle. ¢
Great Russia and Little Russia are mutually complementary geogra-
phic and economic regions; for over a century and a half the life of these -
two parts of the Russian Empire has been linked together, the R"m
language having become the language of trade, of literature, of othcial
and social intercourse between the various nationalities dwelling i‘f
southern provinces of the country. Many parts of the present
Republic never belonged to Ukraine and the people inhabiting thes¢.
parts have not expressed the desire of renouncing their Russian citizen
- ship. They feel, and think, and hope in the terms of the great country
 stretching from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sea and from the borde®
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