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AN ALUMNI GREGORY MEMORIAL

THE NEED APPRECIATED

It is agreed among those concerned that some suitable testimonial
should be instituted or erected on the University campus, in honor of
the man, who more than any one else, and in a large sense more than all
others, laid the foundations as they were laid, and in the earlier years
shaped the character and scope of the institution which has developed
into the University of Illinois as we know it—Doector John Milton
Gregory, the first Regent (President).

He was elected to his high office March 12, 1867, and served with
great distinetion and winsome favor until September 1, 1880, when he
resigned because his strength seemed to him unequal to the burden he
had assumed and appeared inevitable while he continued in the position.

This is not the place for an historic account, but it is becoming to
say that what transpired in those early years is now recognized in
wonderful accomplishments. Out of a chaos of ideas, of widely divergent,
mostly erudely formed ideals, confusedly entangled, the old with the
new, the good with the bad, the possible with the impracticable, the
personal with the patriotic—there came forth clearly formulated plans,
splendidly organized procedures, richly prophetic beginnings, which in
their fair developments makes the institution what it is today. In the
preparation for the remarkable results which have followed, there was
in it all and thru it all, one inspired and inspiring voice, one towering
leadership, one man who devised and directed, one who eloquently
pleaded when oratory was effective, one who vigorously battled when
contests were unavoidable. ILet any one unfamiliar with the inner
history of the period, read the paper prepared by Doctor Gregory, called
the ‘‘Report of the Committee on Courses of Study’’ ete., published in

masterly mind enlisted in the service of the new mstituhan dumc
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of Trustees, the chairman of the Trastees” Committee on Buildings and
Grounds, the members of the Alwmnt Exeeutive Committee, those of the
Memorial Committee and Professors Burrill and White,

After some unavoidable delays this Conference was  ealled by
Mr. Bullard, now President of the Alumni Association, for May 2, 1914,
at the University, to discuss the whole matter and to deeide if possible
upon some definite form ot memorial structure,

When the meeting was called to order there were present the
following named delegates:

President James

President W. L. Abbott and Mr. O. W. Iloit of the Board of
Trustees

Professors Burrill, Baker, and White of the Faculty, and

President Bullard and Messrs. J. K. Armstrone, H. M. Dunlap,
F. 1. MHateh and Peter Junkersfeld of the Alumni
Association.

Those absent were:

Professor Talbot, Messrs. 1I. J. Burt, J. N. Chester, E. G.
Graham, J. C. Llewellyn, J. A. Ockerson and Lorado Taft.

CONFERENCE AND COMMITTEE ACTION

After full discussion during which many suggestions were made,
often widely different in character, unanimous agreement was at length
reached and all voted for the following resolution :

“‘Resolved, that the memorial to be erected to Dr. Gregory on the
University campus be a Gregory Memorial Building and Art Collection,
that $150,000 be raised for the purpose, and that the University Trustees
be requested to assign a site for the building south of Lineoln Hall, west
of the Auditorium and facing the site chosen for the new Library
building.”’

Later, on the same day, the recommendation of the Conference was
approved by the memorial committee and Dr. T. J. Burrill was appointed
director of a campaign with Messrs. Bullard, Baker and Dunlap as a
subcommittee, to carry the proposition into effect.

It was a great step forward to gain this unanimous agreement on the
part of the committee and the designation so clearly marked of the kind
and cost of a memorial. The site selected is for one of the major eampus
buildings, near the center of things as the campus develops.

EXPLANATIONS

By the help of the accompanying plates the location md
- surroundings can be easily made out. Plate L. shows, on a small scale,
“the arrangements of the present buildings and wonderful suggestio
tmeena Alongthewestudemthof@reen“ '




structure, marked 8 on the plate, while the new Arvmory, marked 7, is
seen on the west,

We cannot follow further here a deseription of the parts of the new
campus, but this plate gives evidence enough of the future outlook and
shows the centralized location of the coming memorial building,

Turning to Plate 11, a better understanding of the proposed building
site and its immediate relations can be gained, for this shows on a larger
scale this portion of the campus. In the center is the Auditorium with
a proposed addition, in lighter shade, on the south. This latter faces an
open park, with Burrill avenue on the west and a similar new avenue on
the east, and between the building and the park is the proposed Armory
avenue, crossing the campus east and west with provisions for the street
railroad in a subway.

Note the Li-shaped building sites on either sides of the Auditorinm—
that on the east suggested for the School of Music, that westward for the
Gregory Memorial. The east and west extension of the latter is the part
now in question with the shadowy expectation that some day the name
will apply to a structure occupying this whole area.

The building now under special consideration has on the ground
plan presented on Plate II., a length of 186 feet and a width of 66 feet
(at the eastern end), and is to be 3 stories in height, with south face
somewhat as shown in Plate III. The north face will have similar
treatment, making a dignified, noble appearing structure, admirably
suited to the site and to the proposed use.

As previously remarked the Alumni Association and the special
cause it here espouses are extremely fortunate in having available this
very acceptable, help-inspiring site, and the Association is fortunate too
in the selection of the kind of a memorial which can never grow old, but
which must grow in interest and value as time passes. With a good and
safe place for their exhibition and preservation, richly valued additions
will constantly be made to the art treasures, while older possessions
will yearly gain in value as they pass from existing to historie
representations.

Further to explain the rela‘clons of the proposed building with those
~ immediately adjoining, Plates IV. and V. are added showing respectlvely
~ the Auditorium and Lincoln Hall as they appear from a point in the

' cpen' space in front of both buildings. From this same viewpoint the
ast perspective of the Memorial Building will show between the
, This will be understood if on turning again to Plate II. the
poin '_,01 viaw is located as designated and sight be directed to the

iation of buildings must impress everyone favorably
ent conditions of things and nothing can better be

development and  whoever follows in

ce of undated permanence and mbility.f a i ‘



May 2, 1914, will stand as well for other illustrious names and for the
great deeds that find place in the perennial freshness of grateful
appreciation.  The structure and its contents is to be of a general

memorial character for all time and for all worthy interests.

THE OLD ART GALLERY

Those of the older days well remember the Art Collection exhibited
on the fifth floor of the ‘“‘New Building’’ (University Hall). It was
for many years the show place of the University, and visitors were al-
ways taken to it. Very often even those from far distance inquired for it,
because its fame was widespread. And the influence it exerted in regard
to culture and taste was certainly considerable. There are those of the
student body of the 70s and 80s who now assert their whole lives have
been different from what they would otherwise have been on account of
this art collection.

It owed its existence to Doctor Gregory’s personal efforts. He
started the original movement, made personal contributions for it,
received subscriptions from others after his presentations, devoted to it
the proceeds of lectures and entertainments, and with the money thus
secured—about $4,000—went to Paris at his own expense and purchased
the very execellent collection of casts of famous sculptural pieces, the
large number of engravings and other instructive art objects. He asked
of the Trustees a little money for fitting the room and installing the
objects; otherwise the expenses were provided as has been told.

When the room was urgently demanded for other purposes the
pieces were distributed widely in University rooms, and because they
are now so disseminated they make no impression. So true is this last
that it is commonly supposed they are mostly lost. This is not true.
They can be largely gathered again and will make a good beginning for
a new collection.

LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE
It is unwise to try to predict at this time what the building details

: eontamed therem. A pretty good answer to sue,h an mqmﬁy is to 1

will be or what will be the prominent features of the exhibit to be }




~one enters the wide entrance hall attention i at onee direeted on the
right to a fine bronze bas-relief of President Angell and to a similar one
on the left, just unveiled, of President Tappan, the first exeeutive, There
is space on the walls of this noble hall for a dozen such large medallion
figures and in time they will contribute an imposing but finely
~appropriate affect.

The attractive building and its abundantly interesting contents
constitute something to be proud of on the part of those contributing
to the fund by which the creation became possible. The largest
subseription towards the building was $10,000. Some three years were
required to complete the canvass made by the members of the memorial
committee wholly without financial compensation.

- THE FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN

Of eourse it is thoroly understood that it will require a vigorous,
ersistently pushed campaign, and a hearty, sacrificing response to
m pledges adding up the sum named for the memorial as planned.
! ‘lnge nndertakmg, a very large ﬁnanclal proposition, which cannot

the wﬂlmg assmtance—helpmg to the hurting point—of
v every one to whom application is naturally made. But with
1€ united, fervent, heart-compelled, love-inspired, effort,
g ' - results are sure to follow, and the sacrifice to the individual
t And

the only language capable of adequate and
IZQ the contributions one may have only a
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