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NOTE

Doctor Eugene Davenport, Vice-President of the Uni-
versity, retires this year after twenty-seven years of contin-
uous service. He came as Dean of the College of Agriculture
in 1895 and in addition to his services as Dean during all
of these years, he has been Director of the Agricultural Ex-
periment Station since 1897 and Professor of Thremmatology
since 1901. In September, 1920, he was appointed Vice-
President of the University. 'The Board of Trustees on
Apnil 12, 1922, made his connection with the University
permanent by appointing him Professor and Dean, Emeritus.

[n the retirement of Doctor Davenport, the University
loses one of its great personalities, A great educator and

scientist, his far-sighted vision of the agricultural needs and
policy of the State and University have made him one of
the outstanding figures in the Agriculture of the State and

Nation, Although he leaves, his influence remains. It waill
be reflected in the future, as it has been in the past, in the

work of the many men in educational as well as practical
agriculture who received their training under his guidance
and inspiration,

Davip KINLEY

Urbana, Hlinos
June 26, 1922
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AN ADVENTURE IN EDUCATION

BB N A very real sense the modern state univer-
/ (/> sity has arisen out of the greatest educa-
tional adventure of all time—the diffusing
of knowledge among the masses of men.
Nothing 1s like 1t in i1ts history, its ob-
jectives, or i1ts possibilities; for whether its roots are
considered as running to the LLand Grant Act of 1862, or
o the new spirit actuating the provisions for governing
the Northwest Territory, or still farther back to the pub-
lic elementary schools of New England days, in any case
the institution we call the state university i1s unique, suz
reneris, of the people, by the people and for the people.
Under the forces long at work its evolution has been as
inevitable as it has been natural, and its future may be
predicated upon the spirit that has led to i1ts development.

It 1s a privilege to invite attention for a few moments
to the philosophy of education that underlies the genius
of our beloved University. For this University of ours
1s more than an institution of higher learning; i1t 1s more
than a shrine where devotees of knowledge may worship;
it 1s more than a place where a favored few may secure
for themselves advantages over others. It is a reservoir
of knowledge, feeding fountains of progress wherever men
live and love and multiply and serve.

When our forefathers established the public elemen-
tary schools in order that every man might read the
Scriptures and the statutes for himself and know at first
hand the laws of God and man, they put out to sea upon
uncharted waters, seeking the modern golden fleece, and
the event has extended the kingdom of learning beyond
the wildest dreams of the adventurers.

For 1t was a great adventure, this putting of knowl-

¥ edge and the means of securing it, into the hands of all

the people; and the result has been, by a series of inevit-
able steps, the modern state university. These steps
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are easily traceable here and there as the idea of unive
sal education developed with the generations. f
The Ordinance of 1787, for example, did more tha
rovide for the government of a disputed territory;
Fookcd ahead to the welfare of all the people. For it de
clared a new principle in governmental concern and that
too, in the most solemn and prophetic language: “Re
ligion, morality and knowledge being necessary to good
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and
the means of education shall forever be encouraged.”
(Article I11.) In sharp contrast to this was the boast of
Governor Berkeley, who thanked God some time before
that in all Virginia, which had claimed sovereignty over'§
this same domain, there was not so much as one free §
school or printing press in all the commonwealth. |
The result of the western forward look was the Uni-'§
versity of Michigan and the University of Wisconsin,
with publicly supported colleges or normal schools in
every state carved out of the Northwest Territory, while
not only Virginia but much of the South continued until

after the Civil War to ignore the public side of the utiliza-
tion of knowledge. '

INpusTRIAL EDUCATION AND THE UNIVERSITY IDE A

Another significant step in educational adventure was
the Land Grant Act of 1862, clearly designed to provide
the means of higher education to the men of the farm and
the shop, and to do this so satisfactorily in terms of their
own interests as to no longer force them to abandon these
fundamental callings in order to secure the benefits of
knowledge. This legislation was intended to reach and
benefit the so-called ninety-five percent, but it has ac-
complished far more than that. It has nationalized the
principle that in every walk of life knowledge is necessary
to the happiness of mankind, and it has also nationalized
the determination that knowledge shall be set at work in
every possible field of human activity,
ut our forefathers foresaw—or were they inspired 3
that as man does not live by bread alone, so the farmer in
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‘democracy must be something more than a producer of
pod, and the mechanic something besides a hewer of
ood and a drawer of water. For they added to the tech-
ical provisions of the Act these signiﬁycant and prophetic
ords: “‘without excluding other scientific and classical
~studies.” There and then were planted the seeds of the
“modern state university.

- Nobody but a Turner could have added those words
or have foreseen their significance. It was this provision
~that dcvelop_ed farming into agriculture, the mechanic
“arts into engineering, and knitted them both firmly into
the very warp and woof of our advancing civilization.
 For we cannot educate the people of an occupation with-
“out at the same time developing the occupation itself,

“and the adventure has taught us as we never realized
" before the essential importance of every activity of man in

the fabrication of that complex which we like to call our
" national life.

- So does every educational ideal and purpose that
, -'ftouches the masses of men escape its original boundaries,
~overleap its logical barriers and overflow into wider do-

mains. So did the educational adventures of our fathers

develop into the modern state university through the

‘widening importance of knowledge and the growing

complexity ()} modern life.

1 A Suirr IN THE EpucATioNAL OBJECTIVE

. Now, the most significant feature of this evolution in
“education is not the agricultural college, the engineering
“college, or even vocational education. It 1s the shift in
the objective and the conscqlucnt change in the essential
features of university outlook and activity. lradi-
tionally, the objective in education had been almost ex-
clusively personal; namely, to endow certain favored
individuals with a mental equipment which should set
them apart as members of a privileged class distinguished

for culture or aptitude for government, or other leader-
ship, in any event freed from the ordinary problems that

plague humanity.,




nx T n-.‘d;—_ e s
e {
- 1
i I:Hn_ _.I- E 2

SRR | -

. i 'i*"’l 2
R
} o b

But now the objective is /ife; how to understand
and how best to live it for the common good. So has the '
scene shifted from the man to his activity. So have # 4
language, literature, and history; agriculture, engineering, * d
and economics; the natural sciences and their applica- * v
tions; philosophy and art in all its forms—these and thejr # "
relations to mankind have become objects of study as #* p

T

means of understanding life and of living it more suc-

cessfully rather than as means of educating individual »™
men and women for their personal advantage over others. ﬂd
This means that today the student has become the means .4 ¥
to the end, like a good book, rather than the end itself,
as aforetime; and this 1s well. ?M
;i;g'!ﬂ =

[ .'.
.;.
.
i
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RESEARCH FUNDAMENTAL

Incidentally this change in objective from the man
to the activity has radically altered many of our funda-
mentals in procedure. For one thing, it has shifted the
emphasis from instruction to research. So long as the
only objective was the education of the individual, we
were inclined to satisfy ourselves with that which chanced
to lie at hand, and discovery of new truth was left for the
few solitary souls who may be called educational pioneers
by nature. y

But when the chief objective becomes the develop-
ment of this, that, or the other field of knowledge, then
the faculty of an institution becomes a body of real *
scholars who will exert all their powers toward discover-
ing new facts and setting them into their proper places
with related facts in order that principles may be brought
to light and safe procedure indicated. Where this great B
process of critical analysis and synthesis, with logical
deduction which we call research, is going on, the student
catches the spirit almost out of the atmosphere, and in-
struction becomes incidental to that kind and that
thoroness of inquiry after new truth which seeks o |
learn all the facts with which life and its activities must
reckon.
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It is this shift from instruction to research that has
ought the university into new relations to the public.
irmers, for example, ignored the agricultural college for
irtv years, but they did not ignore the experiment
ation. They said they wanted facts, not theory. They
yt them out of the experiment station and so did the
dent, and what has been done in this newest of all
jucational attempts 1s being done, or will be done, for
ery essential activity of the people of the common-
ealth. As the support of the farmer has come to rest
pon what scientific study could do for the business and
fe of farming, so will the university as a whole be sup-
orted both morally and financially in proportion to what
e public believes the institution will contribute to the
relfare of the commonwealth.

THE Cur 1s FrRoM WiTHOUT

This all means that we of the state universities must
ake our cue from without, rather than from within.
Nhat are the problems that puzzle the people? Why 1s
ankind not more successful 1n utilizing the gifts of
)ature and 1in making more of his physical, intellectual,
ind spiritual endowments? How can this or that es-
ential activity be better discharged and the people dis-
tharging 1t be more prosperous and happy? These are
he problems in the large which humanity must solve, and
ome of them can be solved only by the special machinery
f an educational institution Here lie at once the ser-
rice, the strength, and the support of the state univer-
ssities, all without limit if the officers charged with the
¥ management be wise and keep close to the constituency
“whom the university is especially designed to serve, which
USeans all the people 1n all their activities and relations of
t8ife, save only those of formal religion.
- For all these reasons our state universities are coming
tito be regarded as repositories of knowledge needful to the
ywpeople, and the dwelling places of prophets who have
jome peculiar insight into the future, because, knowing
he present and the past with a relatively disinterested

7
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perspective, they may speak as one having some
ity.
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The world needs and wants and will have, if we per. +
mit it, the closest possible contact with such repositos
of knowledge and such sources of prophetic wisdo
We are honored today by the visit in a body of the fi;
citizens’ organization to officially undertake, as they d
some quarter of a century ago, the moral and finangj
support of an essential part o?

Tx)

"
N

the work of a state univer.
sity.. | refer to the Illinois Farmers’ Institute. Their =
example has been followed and will be further followed ag "¢
the years go by. For it 1s because the world believes in © »
the value of such sources of information that the states ol
half century ago and will still further endow them
proportion as their present hopes are realized and all our * g
eyes are still further opened. ‘1

have endowed these institutions beyond the dreams of a

ADVISORY RELATIONSHIPS | | .;

[llinois has led in the highest utilization of this work- ™
ing relationship between the citizens and the university, am
first 1n 1ts long standing system of advisory committees,
and later through various temporary committees and *
commissions by whose services the institution seeks to *
learn as accurately as may be and as far in advance as
possible the probable direction of the development of a2
the State, the consequent needs for educational service,
and incidentally to interest as many as may be of the d
thinking citizens of the State in the modern problems of 1
educational development. x>

A university of this kind so guided by mutual councils
will develop sane, safe and use?ul about in proportion as :
b

represcptative citizens adopt and promote active and
aggressive measures for its development and support,
[t 1s not a question of what the University needs but of
what the State needs. The University, as an institution.
“needs” nothing. It is an organism which exists not
for itself but for the State and the State needs everything
by way of knowledge and ideals which the resources of the

L
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_discovery and promulgation of knowledge and its
lication in the State of Illinois. The program en-

ed the most sweeping endorsement ever accorded an
icational proposition, both by the people and their
resentatives at the Capitol. Only an administrative
cident disarranged the details and greatly impaired the
ectiveness of the large sums that were provided. The
ate should embrace the first opportunity to resume this
fogram and as the initial step restore what has been cut
it of a closely knit, well-considered plan of development
) meet demands already upon the institution.

- We hear too much about educating for leadership.
What the world wants is not leaders, of whom it has a
arfeit, but rather information and trained habits of

inking that it may select its leaders wisely. This all
eans the closest possible working relations between the

stitution and the citizenshifp of the state: between those
ho, feeling the pressure of unsolved problems, realize
de need of better information, and those whose business

 1s to supply the need. A university so guided will re.
12in close to the people and close to its problems. A
niversity that so functions will not come very far from
alfilling 1ts highest usefulness, and a university so favored
il not, in the long run, want for support, tho its
lormal condition will be one of poverty because the load
i1ll always come before the relief.

Such a university has no special schemes to promote,
o propoganda to “put over.” It is a public service in-
titution, serving the world in every way possible at all
1mes and places where knowl?dge Is needed, drawing
ipon that world in turn for all it 1s able to contribute to
oublic welfare through the medium of its everyday ex.
periences. Such a university is a clearing house of

9
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Tue ProprLem o NUMBERS

Any developing organism 1s subject to rowini;
and the state university is no exception. The pro H‘

numbers 1s now upon us, for more men and women |
take degrees today than were registered in all the ¢lag
a quarter of a century ago., We talk about a “flood
students.,”  But a flood of students 1s not like a de
astating flood of waters that have broken away fro,
their proper restraints. A flood of students is a norms
event and a good barometer of public endorsemen
furnishing the most concrete and indisputable of al
arguments for :l(l(:(]u:ltc support,

To meet the problem of numbers we must be neithe
led nor driven from institutional sound moorings: Koy

&

example, if in order to reduce numbers we should declare
ourselves a grudu:lrc S(Thnol (mly, Or ])crchzmcc w]llm‘
do the work only of the junior and senior years, or so
worship the fetish of high standards as to shut, away
large numbers, the public would doubtless have somethi
to say about all these propositions, in which case the i Y
stitution would find itself in the position of the fool w ¥
sawed off the imb on which he was sitting.
P There lS little need for concern about mere numbers.
I'hey furnish the raw material; and while we shall be nd
barrassed more or less during the period when nu ¥ 4
overlap support, yet in the long run we shall su H
proportion to the number of people, the v o
terests and the percentage of the t'hinkin
that become deeply interested in the Ing
course, bricks cannot be made without Str
'dcn'tally clay as well, but the university has al .
inalienable right of the retort Courteousy wh"hw‘” o
It to Ca” upon BOCiCty to prOVidc the me;n 'fc | "’
the work which it has laid upon ity leernt.. ...
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THE PrESERVATION OF UNITY

Vith adequate endowment, the problem of numbers
problem of organization, but at this point one princi-
must never be offended if we hope to reach the highest
lopment, and that principle is unity. When the
yunt of campus territory which students can cover by
ing has been fully occupied by buildings—not as 2
lic park but as a working plant—then perforce a new
t must be established. But it need not be far away—

y so far as may be necessary to house and quarter a

group using largely the same equipment and sub-
to the same general and departmental administra.

- The mistake which must not be made, as the speaker
s the problem, 1s that any college or interest should be
it off and set aside when the first swarm is ready to
eave the hive; but the thing set off as a new unit should be

cross-section of all the University interests. It might
confined to freshmen, perhaps, or to sophomores, but
: this group represent all the professions, the ideals and
e aspirations that they as future citizens will encounter
 their relationships. So shall the essential integrity
id the unity of the institution be preserved and so shall
e cooperative and mutual understanding of the future
tizens of the state be not only foreshadowed but in-
red.

OBjECTIONS TO BRANCH INSTITUTIONS

~ One of the seductive solutions for large numbers is the
vice of branch institutions where certain subjects, such
rriculture, for example, might be taught for a year or
and where students might be served nearer home.
s no solution for the problem of numbers.

1e student naturally prefers to invest his time and
7 to the best advantage, and he will not go to branch
ions unless excluded by main strength from the
ity, which his father helps to support. Again, the
:. the locality in which the branch is situated will
satisfied that it should remain a junior college

Il
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serving only those who are headed for the univer
They will demand that it shall be also a finishing schoo
the region and for the convenience of those who go
farther, and the university will yield the point.  Las
all, this will set up local, geographical, and political
terests that will prove competitive to a surprising degr
and once started on such a program, the state univers
would soon find itself spread over the commonwealth ¢

very largely the prey of petty jealousies.

ConTrOL WORK BELONGS TO THE STATE GOVERNME

An activity that has often been confused with ed
cation is control work, such as inspection duty and la
enforcement. That the university may well be consulte
as a source of expert information bearing on propose
legislation, goes without saying; but to enforce the lay
enacted with or without its advice, arrest and fine cit
zens or put them in jail—that i1s the business of the a¢
ministrative branch of the state government, backed b
the armed forces of the state if necessary. Illinois ha
been a leader in establishing this distinction between
legitimate and the illegitimate functions of an education:
institution operating under public funds.

RESEARCH AND TEACHING BELONG TO THE UNIVERSITY

On the other hand, it is equally important that th
control agencies of the state observe the same carefu
distinctions. The frequent attempt of state departments
of agriculture to set up an extension service, teaching anc
advising the people about their business, is not only a
invasion of the field and function of the university, but
its effects are wholly bad. Such an extension service

accepts all the advantages of popularity with none of the
respon51bllltles of research, and so seductive 1s the tem

tation to expand that states can be found in which the

funds appropriated to the state department of agricul-
ture as a branch of the state government are larger by

far than all that is appropriated to the university for
12 w |
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cultural purposes, teaching and research, faculty,
pment and operation combined.

WHY THE University 1s CosTLy

- It lies in the situation that the state university is rela-
wvely costly, and this for three reasons: First, because it
18 not free to choose its field but must function, certainly
to the extent of its ability, in all the major interests of
the state, material, social, and artistic. Second, because
in assuming responsibility for a subject it must not only
Ive instruction to students in that subject but, what is a
far more difhicult and costly duty to discharge, it must
gonduct 1nvestigations, collect reliable information, form
judgments, and be prepared to act as a dependable ad-
viser to the state and its citizens in matters involving that
ubject. Third, 1t carries the same burden as other uni-
wersities 1n training new generations of investigators and
teachers to meet the new problems that are certain to
arise, and this 1s no mean burden.
- To the moral and the financial support of an institu-
on which can and will render this kind of public service
) all classes of citizens and to interests of all sorts and
Kinds, the state may well pledge its resources to the limit,
or it 1s a vital part of the state’s thinking. Progressive
tizens may well serve on committees and commissions
visory. They may well question in what new and
ther ways in science, art, and morals the university
ay be made useful in producing a homogeneous popula-
on engaged in successful, because scientific and har-
onious, activities, and they may well endow 1t beyond
» dreams of avarice as measured by the older standards,
r the service which such an institution may render and

power for good are almost infinite.

To THE GRADUATING CLASS

nd now a word to the graduating class: I congratu-
ou young men and women of all the colleges on
completed a four-year course of study in an in-
of this kind, and to those who take advanced

13
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degrees a word of special congratualtion is due, were ther
time to give it voice. You are of the family of the Ilh
and it is an honorable company. | _
You have enjoyed a rare privilege here 1n the studie
you have been able to prosecute, in the growth of men
powers you have experienced, 1n the associations you hay
enjoyed, in the acquaintances you have formed, and 1
the introduction to the modern world which a colleg
course assures. |
You have enjoyed peculiar privileges, but you are nogsot ¥
a peculiar people. You are going into the citizenship ofeda’
the state debtor to society for a good part of the mentalprivi
equipment with which you start out. And just as the T
University owes a constant obligation to the publi€hroac
because of its support, so does every student who leave§yre ¢
its laboratories and its classrooms owe back to societyiatio
a perpetual debt of gr;atitude that can be discharged onlyswyer

|
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by faithful service. g f th
You have from now on a triple duty, arising out ofons .
your privileges here enjoyed: a duty to yourself andands

yours, all the greater for your opportunities; a duty t@nid-c
society and to the State that its investment 1n you shallse o

prove profitable; and a duty to the University as an ed H
cational institution of the land of your nativity. ethe
The duty to yourself and yours will be discharged i Jere
the prosecution of your profession and the meeting of \nd »
those personal and family obligations that people of\i 7,
training and refinement are everywhere expected to dig= 1o
charge. Your duty to the public will be rendered in any. YOm
one or more of a thousand ways in which the materis |
and spiritual welfare of society can be promoted. Here U\!{
you must pay the debt contracted in getting your educas I'any
tion at state expense, and this debt runs on the amortizas :‘mt
tion plan, for you will not live always. ﬁr;
Your duty to the University is the same as that of an¥ s .
other citizen, —plus a something akin to the love P
feel for father and mother and for family. I have bufy,, .
one word of caution at this point, and it is this: In al thel
matters concerning the policies and the financial suppo r\:"
of the University of Illinois, I beg of you, act not as Mo

Visi0t
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group but as citizens through citizen agencies and or-
ganizations, lest we be charged with sailing under false
colors and be suspected of building up a close corporation
of our own numbers while pretending to serve the public.
~ Nothing will be more quickly fatal to any state uni-
versity than a feeling on the part of the citizens at large
that the instituition 1s assuming either to direct the state
or to manage its affairs through its own peculiar product,
the alumni. The University must work with all the State,
not with any class or coterie, and so I welcome you after
today into the world of men and women with all the
privileges of responsible and educated citizenship.
~ The University of Illinois is a state institution in the
oroadest possible sense of the term. Its Board of Trustees
are elected by the people, and this means that higher edu-
cation in Illinois is held secondary to nothing else, how-
ever worthy. On this broad foundation the University
of this imperial State opens its doors, not only to its own
sons and daughters, but to those of other states and other
lands on practically equal terms, for Illinois, though a
nid-continental territory, intends not to be insularized by
ts educational policy.
- Here all classes of men and women are educated to-
rether 1n one society, whatever their future calling.
lere acquaintanceships are formed as wide as the world
nd as broad as humanity. Here 1s knowledge propagat-
d for the good of men. Your special duty and pnvifcgc
§ to understand the University of Illinois, then seek to
romote its welfare and i1ts work by every honorable
jeans.
- We stand as yet only at the vestibule of the great
emple of Learning. It 1s a mansion of many rooms
herein all humanity may find domicile, but it is only
Il begun. The Architect of all the universe made the
s when he implanted in the human brain the desire
mowledge and the ‘wwcr to achieve. Our fore.
qave laid the foundations and erected some of the

alls. It 1s for us to finish and furnish this home

, and 1t may be as magnificent as our
are and our labors achieve.
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