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THE WINTER FEEDING OF IDLE FARM
HORSES

By J. L. EDMONDS*

tionony in wintering idle farim horses, HiES NS etlm “

practices, may easily be overdone. Many hundreds of horses i
corn belt are fed and cared for each winter so poorl?u h:
them entirely unfit for hard work when spring comes. fact, the
poor care given often weakens therh so as to lemﬁ' th ance
and cause unnecessary losses from dmam ; ' ng the wi e S
they go into hard work in the spnng Lk

It will be especially mportant in thﬂ.
‘very needed farm horse is in prime condition to do
the collar. This is necessary in orde * large
‘irn in work performed out of the ' , labor gwadd

~Without doubt, be the most i "“ «

the size of tha 1918 mh é;
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roughages. They furnish mainly heat and relatively litt]e bone ang
musele-forming material.

Stalk Fields Not Adequate.—In some years stalk fields furnigh 4
considerable amount of fairly satisfactory feed. It is a mistake,
however, to assume that they will furnish adequate feed and Shelter

: ~ for an idle horse. The exercise and fresh air may be beneficig] 1o
% the horses, but often the value of the feed obtained, especially Jate
in the season, when the ground is likely to be soft, is more than
offset by the damage done to the field by the tramping of the animals,

Feed Legume Hay.—To keep the work horse in good, healthy
condition it is advisable when possible to give one feed a day of
legume hay, such as clover, coarse alfalfa, sweet clover, or soybean
- or cowpea hay where these are grown. It is good practice to give
~ this feed in the evening, allowing free access to the straw or other

- roughage during the day. If no such legume hay is supplied, at
least a small amount of grain must be fed if the earbonaceous rough-
ages mentioned are to be used to good advantage and the animals
k&pt in good, healthy condition. Ear corn and oats are the standard
grains for mature horses, oats being preferable especially for horses

, earrmd largely on the rough carbonaceous feeds mentioned.

L A naged Corn.—The large crop of oats produced in 1917
e !t pﬁuiblﬁ to use this grain rather largely in our horse-feed-

-: " erat; th of soft corn makes it safe to
will be m __'__..,m' othﬂmdmmd SPM
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help to prevent muc h sickness .nul death due to impaection
) |1¢
““‘"}lm ligestive organs, “‘straw colie,”’ and similar troubles. A
1€ Ul

+ tWO of 014 meal a {l.l\’ may take the p]acc of the bran

hes, and will help to keep the bowels properly regulated. Bran
2 1Shtm oi]l meal fed as recommended 1s one of the best remedies that
mas

o be used by those In sear ch of a good conditioner for their horses:
ca

d it 18 nnwh cheaper than the condition powder and medicated

arL e the general thrift of the horse

tock foods often used to improve
being w intered on 101111-}1 feed.

gucculent Feeds, such as roots and corn silage, have not been
wsed in this ecountry to any great extent for horse feeding. Of the
root erops, carrots are considered best for horses. Altho low in food
value, when compared with grains, they have a high value as con-
ditioners. The serious objection to their extended use is the large
amount of hand labor required in their production. Careful feeders
have secured good results in feeding moderate amounts of good corn
silage to horses that are being carried thru the winter. Such silage
should be made from well-matured corn, put up in a good air-tight
silo, with enough moisture to insure its being packed solid and ex-
cluding all air. If the corn is fairly dry when put into the silo,
enough water should be added to insure its packing solid. Ten W |
fifteen pounds of good silage fed in connection w1th lem hay
carbonaceous roughage will usually give fairly satisfactory
The greatest care must be exercised in feeding. .ge to horses, ho’
ever, as any mold either in the silo or in the i
sure to cause trouble, and frequently deﬁth. iturally, more T
may be taken with cheap horses than mth 118 ass, valuable ¢

Exercise is necessary to rood
provide this is a blue-grass p sture which has
up somewhat during summer and fall, where
be had, but considerable g‘ d ' | king as
yards, unless used in connection with
factory because lm ses do not move ab
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should be rounded somewhat to prevent its chipping or breaking of
irregularly.

Good, clean drinking water should be supplied liberally, I cold
weather a tank heater should be used to keep the water trough fpe
from ice. Salt should also be provided, either thru free accesg o
regular salting once a week or oftener.

Every Gain in Horse Power Will Mean a Saving of Man Labor.—
It is neither economical nor wise to starve the horse thru the winter
by giving either too little feed or poorly selected feed. He cannot
do full work in this condition even tho he is given enough good feed
when he goes to hard work in the spring. Most farmers have suffi.
cient time to give their idle work horses every necessary attention
during the winter, and it will be of the greatest importance in the

spring of 1918 to have every farm horse in prime condition to do a
real horse’s work. |
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