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v Hall

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN CAMPUS

When the University of Illinois (then known as Illi-
nois Industrial University) opened in 1868, it was
housed in a former seminary building which stood on
the present Illinois Field. Students lived, studied, and
attended classes in this single building until 1871 when
a second building was constructed.

University Hall, an important landmark of those early
years, was built in 1874 and stood until 1938 on the
site now occupied by the Illini Union. Of an uncom-
promising Victorian style, with twin towers at each
end, University Hall was the work of John Mills Van
Osdel who is credited with being the first professional
architect in Chicago or the West. Van Osdel was a
member of the University’s Board of Trustees from
1867 to 1873.

University Hall housed all aspects of
the University — classrooms, offices, library, chapel, a
natural history museum, a museum of engineering and
architecture, even an art gallery complete with casts
of Greck and Roman statues. The University of Ar-
kansas purchased Van Osdel’s plans for University
Hall in 1873 and erected an identical structure which
still stands at Fayetteville.
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\ ")lnen,s The Women’s Gymnasium, completed in

1931, was the last building Charles A. Platt

’ designed for the University. The grand
iaS lum balance which he achieves between the
emphatic entranceway and the imposing
chimneys at each end gives the building
great dignity and character. In perfection
of proportion, appropriate use of materials,
unity of concept, and judicious use of de-
tail, the Women’s Gymnasium is a model
of what an adaptation of Georgian style to
the new functions should be.
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Krannert center

.
A

for the
~erforming Arts

Among buildings now under construction, the most
remarkable in many ways is the Krannert Center for
the Performing Arts which will occupy two full blocks
east of the main campus. Made possible through a
magnificent gift from Mr. and Mrs. Herman C. Kran-
nert (see page 30), this great complex will provide
long-needed facilities for orchestra, choral organiza-
tions, opera, theatre, and dance.

Four separate and highly specialized
theatres rise above a two-level terrace. The Great
Hall, designed for large-scale musical events, seats ap-
proximately 2,200; the Music Theatre, 1,000; the
Drama Theatre, 600; and a small, highly flexible
studio or laboratory theatre, which can be either a
proscenium-type theatre or a theatre-in-the-round,
seats 150. In addition, there are large rehearsal areas,
public circulation areas, offices, stage-scenery shops,
dressing rooms and showers, and about 650 under-
ground parking spaces on two levels. A large outdoor
amphitheater is a central element.

The imposing forms of the stage struc-
tures are handled frankly and dramatically. It is
doubtful if any other University will have so complete
and splendid a facility for performing arts.
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Dentistry
Medicine

Pharmacy

Buildings

MEDICAL CENTER CAMPUS

The professional colleges of the University of Tllinois
at the Medical Center, Chicago, were housed in many
different buildings during their early years. Necessity
was a bigger factor than choice in early housing. It
sometimes happened that one college would move into
a building as another moved out; Pharmacy, the first
college to be organized, was dispossessed for a time by
the Great Chicago Fire.

The Medical Center began to assume
its present shape in 1931 when the College of Med-
icine moved into quarters at Polk and Wolcott streets.
Architecture of this First Unit of Dentistry-Medicine-
Pharmacy had been largely keyed to the small Re-
search and Library Unit built in 1925. The Second
Unit of Dentistry-Medicine-Pharmacy completed the
Polk Street fagade of the campus in 1937. Designed
by Granger and Bollenbacher in the style of earlier
Medical Center architecture, the building is a blend of
large-scale masses with suggestions of the Collegiate
Gothic style popular at the time. The building houses
the College of Dentistry and the administrative offices
of the College of Nursing; it is by far the most striking
building on the campus and often serves as a symbol
of the Medical Center.

The bold scale and Gothic forms and
details were characteristic of Chicago architecture of
the period. There was, also, a conviction that a build-
ing’s utilitarian function did not preclude a fagade
of compelling architectural interest. The Collegiate
Gothic style was meant to instill in students the
spirit of Old World scholarship by borrowing the
cloistered charm and historic associations of Oxford
and Cambridge.
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Hospital Addition

East
Dentistry
Medicine

Pharmacy
Building

4

The Hospital Addition, designed and com-
pleted in 1953 by Holabird and Root, is
the primary in-patient facility of the Re-
search and Educational Hospitals. The
building also serves as a base for many
supporting hospital services including some
clinical research facilities.

A demand for the functional
and economical in hospital architecture was
characteristic of the postwar period and is
evident in the fagade of the Hospital Addi-
tion. Unable to repeat the depth of facade
and richness of Gothic detail of the older
nearby buildings, the architects chose to
use, instead, a planar facade with a hori-
zontal window expression. A demand for
maximum use of interior space is evident
in the projecting entry as contrasted with
the deep Gothic entry of the adjacent
Dentistry-Medicine-Pharmacy Building.

The East Dentistry-Medicine-Pharmacy
Building principally serves the College of
Pharmacy. This example of functional de-
sign, completed in 1954, was designed by
W. H. Binford of PACE Associates.

The severe planar, horizon-
tal effect is a pleasant contrast to the ver-
tical articulated character of buildings of
the 1920's and '30's. The fenestration pat-
tern shows clearly the structural and lab-

oratory modules from which the design

evolved,
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) [1lini Union

College of Nursing

Tt SO T

The new Chicago Illini Union, dedicated
March 10, 1967, replaces the old Union
located in the School of Pharmacy Build-
ing. C. F. Murphy, Associates designed the
new Union which provides food services,
conference, lounge, and recreational facil-
ities for students, staff, and visitors to the
Medical Center campus.

A simple palette of red brick,
sand-blasted concrete, and gray glass com-
bine with refined proportion and detailing
to create a low, horizontal contemporary
expression not at all in conflict with the
Collegiate Gothic idiom of the major cam-
pus buildings. The same materials carry
through the interior and are complemented
by dark-stained oak woodwork and an ex-
cellent selection of furnishings. The entire
composition is one of quiet dignity and
repose.

Training facilities of the College of Nursing
at the Medical Center will be greatly ex-
panded by its new building now under con-
struction. Designed by Mittelbusher and
Tourtelot of Chicago, the building is func-
tional, even severe, and will include class-
rooms, offices, and some laboratory space.
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Science and
Engineering
[ aboratories

Massive girders and freestanding columns
of the Science and Engineering Laborato-
ries emphasize the role of the building as
gateway to the campus. A typical walkway
passes through the building. Much of the
design of the Science and Engineering Lab-
oratories is planned for future threefold ex-
pansion. When the whole scheme has been
accomplished, visual identity of the build-
ing will be almost the same, but eight of the
columns will be hidden. Second and third
phases will have little effect on existing lab-
oratory space.





















