SANGAMON STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Shepherd Road

Springfield, Il1linois 62708

i i April 1970 with
Planning for Brookens Library commenced in March and
research and planning being carried out by the firm of Becker and Becker Associates,

Inc. of New York. It is interesting to note that at the time this plannlngh:as

done, none of the present campus buildings were even under construction.

iversi ' Building in downtown Springfield; the
university offices were located in the Myers Bu ng gn‘y e g e

Library was on the second floor of the Osco building. : had
employees were then working for the university, and the university librarian ha

not yet been hired.
The preliminary plans and specifications for the Library were approved
These specifications called for a

by the Board of Regents on February 21551972
four-story library constructed in a hexagonal shape, with extensive exterior use

Although groundbreaking for the building was anticipated in

of glass and brick. .
completion by September 1973, delays in the final plans

the fall of 1971 with
prevented this plan.

Groundbreaking for the building was held on June 23,:1972. . The

architectural firm for the building was Murphy, Downey, Wooford,. and Richman of
libraries and built the Olin Library at

St. Louis. This firm has specialized in Y
Washington University at St. Louis, Illinois State University at Normal, I1linois,
and I1linois College at Jacksonville, Illinois.

ginning that the Library as the first

oth the library and faculty/classrooms,
e built. Therefore, the building was

t of movable partitions to
nts to changes. Presently,

It was realized from the be
permanent building would have to house b
until other permanent structures could b
especially designed to have offices and rooms buil
allow flexibility in design and to enable adjustme
there are 24 classrooms and 200 faculty offices.

»132 gross square feet and cost
and furniture. The first level
Cataloging

The building itself consists of 201
0,395,100, including construction equipment
t areas and offices for Acquisitions Department,

nsists of work
Department, the University Archives and Oral History, and the Media Department.
The auditorium is also located on this level and has a capacity of 200 seats.
|

t can be used for speakers, films, and other activities and can handle both

forward and rear visual projection of films and slides.

is the entrance and houses the library administrative
» and the Library faculty

Ip Here Desk is located here as well as the library
the indexes and abstracts collection, and

The second leve]
offices, the Circulation Department , Interlibrary Loans
offices. The reference or Get He
card catalog, the reference collection,
the Illinois and Federal Documents.,




ts and the
The third level has the remainder of the Federa;h?zch:Sr Voo Kis N
periodicals collection in both hard copy and microform. o aased BV A BRI
classrooms and faculty offices, as does the fourth f:oo;,cated S Lavcy N
entrance on level two. The library book co!lectlgn :e o
ATl Tevels have a smoking lounge off the main staircase.

wed the lines
Throughout the building, the walls and design:ohzzzwf:;loaesthetlc
of the roughly hexagonal shape. The ceilings are b::;re‘FI ipppisbrptpe
beauty of the massive concrete forms, which al!ow the :oof s iyl ST
heavy loads typical of libraries. The ?arpet |s.c<')mposeThe e A
metallic fibers woven in to reduce static electricity.
known as ''coppertones.'

i hat it is
The main staircase is an unusual feature of the'bu;lg:nze;: :o pFgh e
free-flowing and does not have noticeable support. The ete(\)/ver g i oo o
case is exceptional in that it has a window that looks ou
elevator ascends.

i ic

Outside the Library, by the main staircas? is the cg?rtya;d.sp::$d?:;all
structure is the Spaulding Memorial Fountain, the gift of Fat eenan.internatlonally
in memory of her husband Charles H. Spaulding. Mr. Spauld:gg w:§on e o
recognized authority on chemical engineering a?d.water purifica !f’. s v
remembered for the invention of the water preC|p|tat?r whlch.pyrl ies Moo
used throughout the United States today. The Spaulding Precupntat?ridareThe 101
at Lake Springfield and at the Sanitary Treatment Plant in Springfield. i =
is a stylistic representation of the precipitator and was designed by Scopia, -

of Chesterfield, Missouri. It is 8 feet in diameter and & feet high, and constructed
of polished stainless steel.

Both the plaza level and the concourse on level one will be joined with

the Public Affairs Center in the future and will enable underground transportation
between the two buildings.

LIBRARY FACTS AND FIGURES

Books

202,000
Government Publications 56,000
Periodical Subscriptions 2,700
Microforms 315,000
Non-Print Items 14,000

Number of Library Faculty 11

Civil Service Support Staff 4l
Administrators

Revised October 1977



