HIZ state university is in
danger because greater
services than ever are demanded
from it, although 1t 18 operat-
Ing on a stationary income
which the increased cost of Iiv-
ing has reduced one-half in val-
ue. IKndowed 1institutions are
raising funds with which to
meet these conditions. The
state university 1s the people’s
university. It belongs to you
and to every other citizen,
Therefore it must turn to the
people.

That the people may know
something of the grave situa-
tion, the Champaign Rotary
club asked Dr. David Kinley,
acting president, to prepare this
statement.

Read it carefully—preserve
it—write and talk to your rep-
resentatives in the next legis-
lature.
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A Straight Talk About Your
University

g VE UNIVERSITY: OF 1TLLINOILS,

the State University, 1s both a feach

ing and a research institution. It 1s
t‘tlllt'illillg_‘-'“ N.000 young merl ana wolnell, Coll
duceting investigations which add greatly to
the wealth of the State, and traimming inves
ticators to continue that work. The demands
on 1t for research and teaching are greater

than ever betore. ts ability ,to meet these
demands 18 less than ever betore. The

reasons, brietly put, are these:

The Universitv’'s mmcome from the State,
which comes from a mll tax, has been prac-
tically stationary for eight vears.

ACTING PRESIDENT DAVID KINLEY

1he total imcome of the ['lli\'t‘l‘aﬂ‘\' 1S de-
rived from State taxation, Federal appro
priations, sales of produects, and gifts. The
I'ederal appropriations are for specific pur
poses and cannot be used for the ordinar
operations of the University: neither can the
,‘_E‘J'HS. r]‘]l!' ]ll'il{*t‘l‘lIH (llh H;llt‘H. most of whieh
are for products of the agricultural labora
tories, o back into a revolving fund used
from year to yvear. Only the State appropr

ations and the proceeds of fees are, therefore,
cenerally speakig, available for ordimary
operation and maimmtenance,
Income Stationary-—Students Increase
The rlli\'t'l'ﬁil} s mcome from the State
i 1911-12 was $2.292 000, 1o 191819 1t was




2 306,000. The University’s mcome for last
yvear from Iederal sources was $229,159 .
from fees, $271,245; from sales and miscel
laneous sources, other than gifts, $374,200.

The extension of General Assembly free
scholarships has cut this year’s fees consider-

ably.

The rise in prices of nearly 100 per cenf
has 1nereased the cost of operation.

1The University has not been able to meef
the market 1in salary payments to its staff.

The demand on 1t for teaching staff and
equipment 1s i1ncreased by what is necessary
for 50 per cent more students than it ever
had before. The enrollment of this semester
(Sept. 1919—Feb. 1920) 1s 8,052. The next
college year, 1920-1921, will probably see at
least 800 more. Extension calls for assistance
in the State have increased fifty per cent.

lts building has practically stopped, while
more students are calling for additional class
rooms and laboratories.
1he need for research equipment and men
has also probably i1ncreased fifty per cent.

In other words, 1ts income 1s substantially
stationary, the value of that income has fallen
one-half, the number of students to be edu-
cated and the outside demands for help have
both 1ncreased fifty per cent.

Therefore, i1ts 1ncome to carry i1ts work
on as efficiently as before should be three
times what 1t was.

How Your University 1s Hampered
ln co SCqUelCce, these are some of the con-
ditions that prevail today at your University.

| Classes too large to teach property.
Three hundred Hifﬂi‘\Vﬂﬁl'ﬂi‘ll ¢lasses con-
tain 35 or more students, many rang-
me from 40 to 65 or more.

2 Inadequate instructional and adminis-
trative staffs. At least 100 additional
instructors and research workers are
needed now in the University.

3 Lack of equipment. Expenditures for
equipment at Champaign-Urbana alone
have had to be cut $70,000 below last
yvear’s. Even such apparatus as mi-
croscopes is insufficiently provided 1in
the Clollege of Medieine,

4 Insuflicient number of bwildings and
lack of class room and laboratory
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space. The University has insufficient
l‘l:l.‘-s.*-{ 1'O0O11) .:Hlt| |;1|ml':l|tll“‘x S P Ace, H\.*.illf,"
to lack of sufficient buildings, both in
Chicago and Champaign-Urbana.

o Research Wworkh dimanmished., Worl
worth 1nestimable sums to the State
each vyear, 1s retarded or abandoned.
llllpnl‘l:illl ill\'t‘r-éli:_t‘:llinllrﬂ In home eco
nomics, animal nutrition, soil survey,
chemistry, engineering and other lines

have been abandoned.

0 /szsz" r/?»’r!ff .w.f/:u‘fr S. T]l!' i]lt*n!llt‘ i*-w

1101 t'Ilnllj__['ll L0 pay Elllt'({llEHt‘ salaries
throughout the ['11i\'¢-1'_-~;lt.\‘, or to hol
permanently or to attract men an

-

women of the highest class to teach our
boys and girls and conduct our mmves-
tigations.

Without claiming that the needs of the
State University are paramount to those of
other interests of the State, but that they
are equatly entitled to consideration, for
reasons fully realized by every thoughtful
person, the facts cited above and elsewhere
in this circular are presented in order that
the citizens of the State may learn the critical
condition 1n which their University now finds
itself, and that they may satisfy themselves
that the State has been receiving a goodly
return on all the money 1nvested 1n the 1n-
stitution.

The officers of the University would fail
in their duty 1f they did not present as fully
as they could the conditions under which the

L

University 1s doing 1ts work, and its needs.

More Than 8000 Students

The total enrollment of 8,052 students this
vear, of whom 7383 are at Champaign
Urbana and the rest at the professional
schools 1n Chicago, 18 an erease of 2.224
over any previous year. There are 50 per
cent more at Champaign-Urbana than ever
betfore 1n the history of the University.
Therefore the authorities are called upon to
meet the necessary expenses of caring for
more than 2,000 additional students out of
practically the same income, while at the
same time salaries and prices have risen and

no addition has been made to the building
cquipment, Some of the resulting difficultios
may be briefly stated as follows:
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[mproper results are obtained from teach
1} o n 360 classes of the “ni\'t‘['sil}.' hecause
'n that number of classes there are from 35

10O li.hl,, O 1more, Hillth‘lll.‘i. Nu SAe el ||m-¢l
to be told that efficient mstruction 1s 1nmpos
*«l ilt‘ ill l‘lilHHl‘H nl' lllili Hi?',i'. I!I 1||t' H{‘Iltm| HI'

Pharmacy, and 1mn the Colleges of Medieime

and Dentistry i Chicago, tacilities are made
quate and students were turned away last
Fall.

While there 1s a lack of large rooms to

accommodate [}l't‘r-‘.'.‘llf ]ill';_i'{‘ classes meetinge af

the same hour, 1t 1s 1mpossible to divide the

AI'&er classes 1mmto smaller sections because

l i

'llt'l lhl‘l'{‘ \Hlll]tl In' illHllﬂ.{'i{‘lll I'OOILIS 0O ¢

smaller size. Also, 1f the classes were divide:
mto smaller units there would be an 1nsuffi-
cient number of teachers to care for them.
Some classes have been held this year in the
['miversity Auditormam, the new Education
4 Building (which was mtended for other pur-
PDOSES  NEXL yeal ). -3l d even 1n a Ill‘:-ll'h}'
church. The length of the teaching day has

1

_ ! J : .
el l‘.\lt‘!ltlt‘tl. EIIH[ llf‘ 111 ]HIH‘I' O conseclitive

D > ours class rooms are used has been inereased.
' This means bad health conditions.
- Certain courses have been abandoned 1n the

(‘ollece of Law Dbecause of 1nsufficient
| teachers. With an enrollment ereater than
- in any previous vear, the teaching staff of
T e College of Kngineerimg 1s smaller than
before the war. Instruction in the College
of Medicine 1s being given to a ereater extent
than ever before by practising physicians on
part time. There are more than fifty old
ositions vacant 1n Aegriculture, the Arts and
Sceiences,  Kngineering, and other depart-
ments. In the College of Commerce, one 1n-
structor has between 300 and 350 students:
four have between 250 and 300 cach: one has
between 200 and 250: eleven have between

i|i|

:— 150 and 200 each.
' Much mmportant work i research has been
abandoned 1n  Agriculture, Engincering,

Science, Medieine, and the Arts because of
the reduced means,. Amonge the hines so suf

- fering  are  eleetrical and mechanical engei
neering, sotl survey, animal nutrition, psy
chology, chemistry, and history, At least
100 new mstructors of all grades must he
added next yvear if the work of the University
% to be properly done.




Inereased  work necessitates  incereased
cquipment.  But in spite of that fact, it was
found necessary to cut the cquipment budeet
at  Champaign-Urbana to approximately

S

00,000 less than it was last year.

Will the People Forget Their University?

indowed institutions in the countrv are
raising additional funds for increased sal.
ares, Harvard has
ralsed $15,000.000 -
Massachusetts ““Tech?”’
has raised $13,000,000 :
Princeton, Cornell,
Northwestern and oth-
ers are doing likewise.
1'he 1mstitutions which
can pay adequatelyand
offer the best facilities
for research will get the
best teachers and in-
vestigators. If Har-
vard needs the annual
income from $15,000.-
000 1n addition to what
GEORGE HUFF 1t now has, the Univer-
Director of Athletics  gity of Illinois needs an
One of the e known  annpual appropriation

of the alumni and faculty _
members. oreater than that 1n-
come, because 1t does so

many more lines of work.

The average approximate per capita cash
expenditure for instruction at the University
of Illinois in 1913 was $259. This year 1t 1s
approximately $223, a decrease due to the
fact that the staff 18 being strained beyond
reason. But if we remember that the dollar
of 1913 is worth 57 cents today, the value ex-
nended for instruetion this year per capita,
s $127: that is, the State 1s paying less than
half in value this year what it paid six years

aro for what ought to be the same or better

service.  The money gain is taken out of men
and quality of work. ‘
[n spite of the fact that some have said
the University erected buildings before 1t
needed them, the truth is that the stitution
has not builded fast enough. The crowded
conditions of today prove this. Never has
the University had enough buildings, and no
building project for the University in the
past twenty years has been finished before
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Moreover, there 1s no standing still in the
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granted by the next legislature, the conse
cod is the resuliguences to the University will be disastrous.
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Failing adequate provision, the University
will be obliged (1) to abandon a large part
or all of its research activities, and to sink
to the level of a second or third rate institu-
tion: (2) to limit the number of students,
both in advanced and entering classes; (3) to
be content to see more of our able staff leave
us, and provide for our boys and girls in-
struction of second or third rate quality:
(4) to abandon some established departments
altogether.

To resort to any one of these means poorer
education of the voung, fewer and less val-
uable contributions to the wealth and welfare
of the people by research, and dependence of
the proud State of Illinois on other insti-
tutions to give i1ts children first class training
and promote 1ts welfare.

What shall we do about 1t? There 1s only
one answer.




