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THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
GREAT WAR.

[n the summer of 1914, when the Great War suddenly broke upon
Europe, there was much perplexity and confusion of thought among
neutral observers. Signs of a coming test of Strength had been pbnﬂ-»
ful, but thus far they had proved false: diplomatic “erises’” had been
successtullv handled; sabers had rattled but had remained in the m E'

“storm clouds’’ had fa.lled to break. And now, almost without warni ‘ = _:;.;_;;'-7 '
the most malignant forces of civilization were loosened and the l-.;:; &

war was a fact.

There was nothing in the European situation of thm yw tm
“inevitably” have led to war. Armed conflicts usually corr -2
statesmen, diplomats, and the controlling classes la& a
with real crises or when the ruling elements actuall’y desire war. _
sometimes demands warfare, but in 1914 ; - was
active in the councils of Central Europe. Neuﬁal observers were soo
in fair agreement that in August of that year a crime had been
mitted—the greatest crime in all the ages. RRi s o
In their search for the criminal they recei ed b
the belligerent parties; all tried to load the respc
on the backs of their opponenta '
Andl‘assy’ an ermnent Hmﬂ ma !
Sin is the World War placed m blame ¢ ". R
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outstanding facts of recent history, the fuller understands
. - A % andlnf ’
has helped to drive mankind toward this conclusion, € of whigy

One of the chief controlling factors in British fore
second half of the nineteenth century was a deep-seated fear of Ryse
Spanning the vast plain from the Baltic Sea to Bering Strait, a dism
of nearly 5,000 miles, and controlling the destinies of more th;n 150,000
000 people, the Russian Empire made a tremendous IMpPression on state;.
men two generations ago. But as the century marked its close it
gradually dawned upon Western Europe that Russia was not able to
play the part that she had chosen. The outcome of the Russo-Japanese
war convinced the world that there was much clay in the feet of the

.Rum'an giant. In England the dread of “the Bear'’ passed away, but
it was replaced by another fear—the fear of Germany.

i e .The: that Germany might some day become a menace to
| i power bega o nd exprossion sbout. thiry yers g,
S 78H I competition and rivalry, of which three forms developed:
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[I. Naval Riwvalry.

The naval rivalry followed the economic expansion of Germany and
was 1n a me asure an outgre wth of the same, Gerrnany was buﬂdin‘ a
large merchant m wrine, and there 1s a superstition abroad that such a
feet must have the support and protection of a great and efficient navy,
Twenty-five years ago certain influences in Germany began to agitate -
for a strong naval armament. In 1897 Admiral Tirpitz became the
chief of naval affairs. It was his purpose to develop a German navy
so strong that no other power would care to attack it. In this he was .:L
supported by a powerful organization, the “Navy League,” which h" X
Krupps helped to finance, and which in a few years could m h"’ 5
membership by the hundred thousands. 41, W}__

'l “ﬁ“* o

It has long been the policy of England to maintain only as
standing army, but to keep afloat a navy as large and as effici ekl
any other two navies: this 1is known as the two-power standard
character of the British empire necessitates such a pomy
of the subjects of Britain live outside Europe, most of M
of miles away. To maintain communication with M
over the sea and to provide for their prompt and
Englands needs a large navy. N il

But now comes Germany with a proposal to m
and most efficient army in the world and to ¢ L
rival that of England and perhaps ul't;umM?
government were to maintain the two- ¥

ships must be bmlt and now begm n m;

......
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greater menace than navalism: but a combination of militarism gng
B navalism, as planned by the war lords of Berlin, is the greatest menage ¢,
- the world’s peace imaginable.

~ About 1901 the English people began to appreciate the dangers of

~ the new situation, The Boer War, which had just been ended, hag
 revealed the difficulties of imperial defense; it had also revealed the faet

~ that England had no real friend among the great powers. The “splen.

_did isolation” of which a prime minister had boasted a dozen years

_earlier did not look attractive then, more particularly because across the

~ J% - North Sea an unfriendly rival was developing a wonderful naval estab-
~ lishment, and England suddenly remembered that she had no fleet with

~ r.., ~ which to match and to meet the battleships of Germany riding at

- anchor only 200 miles away.
~ In the decade before the war two great problems lay before the
- English gcvm'nment on the sade of the admiralty; to maintain the two-

. --beganby forming an alliance w1th Japa.n, according
~ tothe terms o which the latter power should take over the protection of

h i ter ,; s in the North Pacific. This would release a number of

vas the appointment of Sir John Fisher to a
aralty. Sir John m more than a mere
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discovered that the Kiel Canal was too narrow to accommodate

battleships of the dreadnought type. The German government at once
proceeded to enlarge this waterway and on July 1, 19! 4, the work was
completed. A month later the Kaiser called out his forces, and the

peace of Europe was at an end.

11, Imperialistic Rivalry.

cat War was a struggle for empire; the
s and dependencies, Great Britain wished
possessed. England did not covet any

German territory; on the other hand Prussian agitate

were constantly calling on the English " land-grabber
Interest

Prussian capitalists. Though many Englishmen

o England had already passed desirable limits
flag on the demands of arival and apparen

unfriendly power. Sotl Informed the Prus-
sans that "what we hold we shall keep/'

For more than three hundred years the English have been engaged
In colonizing ventures. Not even a German historian In his serious

moments would care to deny that the building of the British Empire has
brought great benefits not only to England, but to the cause of civiliza-
tion throughout the world. The German government began to take a
half-hearted Interest in colenial expansion only.thirty-five years ago.

Puritans were settling New England and
Germany was

War. While the any was
Prussians

engaged In the presumably laudable effort to deprive the Hapsburg
dynasty of one of its choicest provinces. While Englishmen were
settling Canada and Australia and making those great regions securely
British, the two great German states, Prussia and Austria, were occupied
with the far more spectacular and congenial task of slaughtering Poland
and dividing the carcass with the Russian Czar. While David Living-
stone and Cecil Rhodes were exploring and winning South Africa for
England, Germany was busy strengthening herself in Europe and Inci-
dentally trying to impose Kultur on sundry Danes and Frenchmen who
had become unwilling subjects of the Kaiser a few years before.



