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rHE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
(;RKAT WAR. 

In the summer of 1914, when the Great War suddenly broke upon 
Europe, there was much perplexity and confusion of thought among 

" servers. Signs of a coming test of strength had been plenti-
; far they had proved false: diplomatic "crises" had been ful, but th „ —— , 

successfully handled; sabers had ra 
"stormclouds" had failed to break, 
the most malignant forces of civili 
war was a fact. 

warning 

that 
< i 

inevitably" have led to war. Armed conflicts usually come when 
iatesmen, diplomats, and the controlling classes lack wisdom in dealing 
ith real crises or when the ruling elements actually desire war. Justice 

times was 
Central Europe. Neutral observers were soon 
August of that year a crime had been com­

mitted—the greatest crime in all the ages. 

the belligerent parties; 
criminal thev received 

all tried to load the responsibility for the war 
on the backs of their opponents. Soon after the outbreak, Count 
Andrassy, an eminent Hungarian statesman, in a book entitled "Whose 
Sin is the World War," placed the blame on Russia; England and France 
were responsible in a lesser degree. The Germans, however, were un­
willing to accept Andrassy's dictum; they regarded England as the chief 
criminal and called fervently on the Almighty to join in punishing that 
wicked state. England in her turn found the responsibility in Berlin 

power and perfid 
upon the Kaiser as the symbol of Prussian 

come 
be 

powers, England or Germany. And, as the war developed, a constantly 
growing number came to feel that the guilt must be charged to the 
German government. It may, therefore, be worth while to review a few 



I 

outstanding tacts of recent history, the fuller understanding of which 
has heljKHl to drive mankind toward this conclusion. 

One of the chief controlling factors in British foreign policy in the 
second half of the nineteenth century was a deep-seated fear of Russia. 
Spanirng the vast plain from the Baltic Sea to Bering Strait, a distance 
of nearly 5.000 miles, and controlling the destinies of more than 150,000,-
000 ixx>ple, the Russian Empire made a tremendous impression on states­
men two generations ago. But as the century marked its close it 
gradually dawned upon Western Europe that Russia was not able to 
play the part that she had chosen. The outcome of the Russo-Japanese 
war convinced the world that there was much clay in the feet of the 
Russian giant. 

was fear of Germany 
passed 

The belief that Germany might some day become a 
British power began to find expression about thirty years aj 
its origin in competition and rivalry, of which three forms 
commercial, naval and imperialistic. 

I. Commercial Rivalry. 

The commercial rivalry originated during the eighties, when Ger 

S Z . T v b , e g l n m n g , h e f w o n d e r f * development along industrial lines 

w d n ^ T ^ ^ h a d l a r g d y P r o v i d e d the world with manufac 
sW aitT 'J™ G C r m a n y a P P c a r e d ™ t h * ^ m a n d for a large snare of the world's commerce 

irritated 
w a r p „ • +. , - ~ ~ ™ v . c , i i e r mercnants even begai 
wares in the markets of the British Isles. Their success 
English, and parliament fl8*m *** A success . . ^ ^ ~-
German nricri/+t K i , U } p a s s e d a n a c t requiring all goods of ^ r m a n origin to be clearlv marWH "*V,«J • /-. . . « , , . , J-A 
not worV ™t. « - » - : * ^ , , e d m a d e m Germany." This law did 

Germans 
phrase and began to use it for t r a d . ™ * ™ * 

«niIrSuece?d ta 2 * T " ™ E n g ' a n d t h a t t h e G e ™ a » " - " i - * 
S a t - b u T E n l h Z t S *° ° b t a i n *"» » « « « H P *» * e world's 
uaae, out English commerce soon be^n +« «v^ » i «„,+ii 
especially during the five vears , W « * • & p a r a U d ^ 
.^L_JL ~. 11 _.. y e a r s . ] U s t Preceding the war. Enriandw* apparently on the way to retrain h^V. " 8 r e w a r ' ^ n S i a n u w ~ 
great disgust of the * L * £ ^ J g ° ^ s u p - i a c y - t o the 
no reason why England should wish to rfScT ^ ^ ™ 2 t r>*™ ' * t o n s k a Wflr for the destruction of German commerce 
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II. Naval Rivalry. 

naval rivalry followed the economic expansion of Germany 
( i l T I I I 
• • 

was 

was in a measure an outgrowth of the same. 
largo merchant marine, and there is a supers 
fleet must have the support and protection of a great and efficient navy. 
Twonty-five years ago certain influences in Germany began to agitate 
for a strong naval armament. In \S{)1 Admiral Tirpitz became the 
chief of naval affairs. It was his purpose to develop a German navy 
so strong that no other power would care to i 
supported by a powerful organization, the "Navy League,1' which the 
Krupps helped to finance, and which in a few years could count its 
membership by the hundred thousands. 

It has long been the policy of England to maintain only a small 
standing army, but to keep afloat a navy as large and as efficient as 
any other two navies: this is known as the two-power standard. The 
character of the British empire necessitates such a policy: nine-tenths 
of the subjects of Britain live outside Europe, most of them thousands 
of miles away. To maintain communication with her dependencies 
over the sea and to provide for their prompt and adequate defense, 
Englands needs a large navy. 

But now comes Germany with a proposal to maintain the greatest 
and most efficient army in the world and to add to it a navy that would 
rival that of England and perhaps ultimately surpass it. If the British 
government were to maintain the two-power standard, more English 
ships must l>e built; and now began a dangerous competition in ship 
construction which continued to the beginning of the war. This meant 
vast expenditures of money and consequently high taxation. This led 
again to much complaint, especially in England where the government 
was anxiously seeking methods by which to finance certain important 
social reforms, such as national insurance of workingmen and pensions 
for the aged poor. 

Much has been said in recent years about the menace of Prussian 
militarism, to which the Germans have replied by calling attention to 
English navalism. A navy, however, is essentially a defensive weapon; 
its use in offensive warfare is narrowly limited and ordinarily requires 
the co&peration of an army. A great military force, on the other hand, 
can often be used effectively without the support of a fleet, as German 
warfare in the present conflict has abundantly proved. Militarism is a 

* 
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greater menace than navalism; but a combination of militarism and 
navalism, as planned by the war lords of Berlin, is the greatest menace to 
the world's peace imaginable. 

About 1901 the English people began to appreciate the dangers of 
the new situation. The Boer War, which had just been ended, had 
revealed the difficulties of imperial defense; it had also revealed the fact 
that England had no real friend among the great powers. The "splen­
did isolation" of which a prime minister had boasted a dozen years 
earlier did not look attractive then, more particularly because across the 
North Sea an unfriendly rival was developing a wonderful naval estab­
lishment, and England suddenly remembered that she had no fleet with 
which to match and to meet the battleships of Germany riding at 
anchor only 200 miles away. 

In the decade before the war two great problems lay before the 
English government on the side of the admiralty; to maintain the two-
power standard and to establish a North Sea fleet. 

The government began by forming an alliance with Japan, according 
to the terms of which the latter power should take over the protection of 
British interests in the North Pacific. This would release a number of 
British men-of-war, which could be brought home and assigned to duty 
in the North Sea. 

Another important step was the appointment of Sir John Fisher to a 
high office in the British admiralty. Sir John was more than a mere 
administrator; he was a real seaman and appreciated the possibilities 
of naval development. He rebuilt and reorganized the British navy, 
beginning the work by assigning 180 ships to the official junk heap. But 
John Fisher's activities were not all destructive; he directed the building 
of a new battleship which was larger, swifter, and carried heavier guns 
than any other battleship afloat. This was the famous Dreadnought, 
which was completed for service in 1906. 

The launching of the Dreadnought produced a sensation in the naval 
world. All the older battleships were suddenly relegated to second 
place. The other great powers immediately felt that they, too, must 
have dreadnoughts. Incidentally the launching of John Fisher's new 

. man-of-war postponed the great European conflict for eight years. The 
Germans had cut a canal across Schleswig between the North and Baltic 
seas so as to facilitate naval movements and to provide a refuge for 
their warships and merchantmen at times of great danger. Now it 
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. discovered that the Kiel Canal was too narrow to accommodate 
battleships of the dreadnought type. The German government at once 
proceeded to enlarge this waterway and on July 1, 19! 4, the work was' 
completed. A month later the Kaiser called out his forces, and the 
peace of Europe was at an end. 

III . Imperialistic Rivalry. 

cat War was a struggle for empire; the 
s and dependencies; Great Britain wished 
possessed. England did not covet any 

German territory; on the other hand Prussian agitate 
were constantly calling on the English " land-grabber 

interest 
Prussian capitalists. Though many Englishmen 
of England had already passed desirable limits 

flag on the demands of a rival and apparen 
informed the Prus-unfriendly power. So tl 

sians that "what we hold we shall keep/ ' 

For more than three hundred years the English have been engaged 
in colonizing ventures. Not even a German historian in his serious 
moments would care to deny that the building of the British Empire has 
brought great benefits not only to England, but to the cause of civiliza­
tion throughout the world. The German government began to take a 
half-hearted interest in cole nial expansion only.thirty-five years ago. 

Puritans were settling New England and 
Germany was 

War. While the any was 
Prussians 

engaged in the presumably laudable effort to deprive the Hapsburg 
dynasty of one of its choicest provinces. While Englishmen were 
settling Canada and Australia and making those great regions securely 
British, the two great German states, Prussia and Austria, were occupied 
with the far more spectacular and congenial task of slaughtering Poland 
and dividing the carcass with the Russian Czar. While David Living­
stone and Cecil Rhodes were exploring and winning South Africa for 
England, Germany was busy strengthening herself in Europe and inci­
dentally trying to impose Kultur on sundry Danes and Frenchmen who 
had become unwilling subjects of the Kaiser a few years before. 


