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THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
GREAT WAR.

[n the summer of 1914, when the Great War suddenly broke upon
Europe, there was much perplexity and confusion of thought among
neutral observers. Signs of a coming test of Strength had been pbnﬂ-»
ful, but thus far they had proved false: diplomatic “erises’” had been
successtullv handled; sabers had rattled but had remained in the m E'

“storm clouds’’ had fa.lled to break. And now, almost without warni ‘ = _:;.;_;;'-7 '
the most malignant forces of civilization were loosened and the l-.;:; &

war was a fact.

There was nothing in the European situation of thm yw tm
“inevitably” have led to war. Armed conflicts usually corr -2
statesmen, diplomats, and the controlling classes la& a
with real crises or when the ruling elements actuall’y desire war. _
sometimes demands warfare, but in 1914 ; - was
active in the councils of Central Europe. Neuﬁal observers were soo
in fair agreement that in August of that year a crime had been
mitted—the greatest crime in all the ages. RRi s o
In their search for the criminal they recei ed b
the belligerent parties; all tried to load the respc
on the backs of their opponenta '
Andl‘assy’ an ermnent Hmﬂ ma !
Sin is the World War placed m blame ¢ ". R
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outstanding facts of recent history, the fuller understands
. - A % andlnf ’
has helped to drive mankind toward this conclusion, € of whigy

One of the chief controlling factors in British fore
second half of the nineteenth century was a deep-seated fear of Ryse
Spanning the vast plain from the Baltic Sea to Bering Strait, a dism
of nearly 5,000 miles, and controlling the destinies of more th;n 150,000
000 people, the Russian Empire made a tremendous IMpPression on state;.
men two generations ago. But as the century marked its close it
gradually dawned upon Western Europe that Russia was not able to
play the part that she had chosen. The outcome of the Russo-Japanese
war convinced the world that there was much clay in the feet of the

.Rum'an giant. In England the dread of “the Bear'’ passed away, but
it was replaced by another fear—the fear of Germany.

i e .The: that Germany might some day become a menace to
| i power bega o nd exprossion sbout. thiry yers g,
S 78H I competition and rivalry, of which three forms developed:
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[I. Naval Riwvalry.

The naval rivalry followed the economic expansion of Germany and
was 1n a me asure an outgre wth of the same, Gerrnany was buﬂdin‘ a
large merchant m wrine, and there 1s a superstition abroad that such a
feet must have the support and protection of a great and efficient navy,
Twenty-five years ago certain influences in Germany began to agitate -
for a strong naval armament. In 1897 Admiral Tirpitz became the
chief of naval affairs. It was his purpose to develop a German navy
so strong that no other power would care to attack it. In this he was .:L
supported by a powerful organization, the “Navy League,” which h" X
Krupps helped to finance, and which in a few years could m h"’ 5
membership by the hundred thousands. 41, W}__

'l “ﬁ“* o

It has long been the policy of England to maintain only as
standing army, but to keep afloat a navy as large and as effici ekl
any other two navies: this 1is known as the two-power standard
character of the British empire necessitates such a pomy
of the subjects of Britain live outside Europe, most of M
of miles away. To maintain communication with M
over the sea and to provide for their prompt and
Englands needs a large navy. N il

But now comes Germany with a proposal to m
and most efficient army in the world and to ¢ L
rival that of England and perhaps ul't;umM?
government were to maintain the two- ¥

ships must be bmlt and now begm n m;

......
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greater menace than navalism: but a combination of militarism gng
B navalism, as planned by the war lords of Berlin, is the greatest menage ¢,
- the world’s peace imaginable.

~ About 1901 the English people began to appreciate the dangers of

~ the new situation, The Boer War, which had just been ended, hag
 revealed the difficulties of imperial defense; it had also revealed the faet

~ that England had no real friend among the great powers. The “splen.

_did isolation” of which a prime minister had boasted a dozen years

_earlier did not look attractive then, more particularly because across the

~ J% - North Sea an unfriendly rival was developing a wonderful naval estab-
~ lishment, and England suddenly remembered that she had no fleet with

~ r.., ~ which to match and to meet the battleships of Germany riding at

- anchor only 200 miles away.
~ In the decade before the war two great problems lay before the
- English gcvm'nment on the sade of the admiralty; to maintain the two-

. --beganby forming an alliance w1th Japa.n, according
~ tothe terms o which the latter power should take over the protection of

h i ter ,; s in the North Pacific. This would release a number of

vas the appointment of Sir John Fisher to a
aralty. Sir John m more than a mere




was discovered that the Kiel Canal was too narrow to accommodate ;iw

battleships of the dreadnought type. - The German government at once
proceeded to enlarge this waterway and on July 1, 1914, the work 'ﬁ
completed. A month later the Kaiser called out his forces, and ﬁ*

peace of Europe was at an end.

[1I. Imperialistic Rivalry.

In its early stages the Great War was a struggle for mpbe
Germans hoped to win colonies and dependencies; Great Britain w
to retain what she already possessed. England did not m
German territoryv; on the other hand Prussian agitators and public ‘"":&#
were constantly calling on the English ‘“‘land-grabber” tow 67 %
for the benefit of subject Asiatics or Africans, but in 3"‘" "‘ |
Prussian capitalists. Though many Englishmen felt that
of England had a]ready passed desirable limits, they m

i"' = -
""' .' K ;-?_.:5"' o

unfnendly power. So the Briton set his teeth and f
sians that ‘““what we hold we shall keep.” -

For more than three hundred years the Eng
in colonizing ventures. Not even a German histc , m m
moments would care to deny that the building of W
brought great benefits not only to Emland bnt ﬁ') "
tion throughout the world. The German gove
half-hearted interest in colcnial expansion only t '-7;"' irty
While the English Puritans were se * ling New Englar
~ Thirty-Years’ War. ‘While m i) slish Eas
 establishing British mmh "" derick I
~ engaged in the

a; R
l'.r! . _‘ L . .
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When the Fatherland at last was ready to consider territorig] o
K pansion outside Europe, the desirable regions had long been APPropria.
& ted. The territories that fell to Germany in the *scramble for Afrjeg
| in the eighties were not su °h as would gladden the Prussian i Imperialigt
5 and he looked with longing eyes toward Egypt, India, and South Africg
2 —but there was the Union Jack!

In 1901, however, Paul Rohrbach a German pubhast sketched ind

Constantinople through Am Minor and Mesopotamia to the mouth of
~ the “rivers of Babylon.” Ostensibly this railway was to be the means
h’hdswlomto{theNmEut and to this the English had no
- serious objections. But as they reflected on the possibilities of the
& w rdlwty scheme British statesmen began to feel somewhat

Em&thaPMGuﬂmthededleandFarEasthvesm
f_dﬁmdsﬁmofthumtire world. The European trade of this
MMhmmhﬂmmmWWm

:' aglish ships through the Suez Canal, would, in part at least, be diverted
e 5,;_-- f-ﬁ_ .' '*MMmy route.

t branch of the Baghdad system was to run south
m&hWhooddtheInhmusofSuu. In a war
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The German expansionists, who talk ghbly of Kultur in Egypt,
Mesopotamia, [ndia, and China, doubtless based their hopes largely
on the Baghdad project. And then suddenly the dream vanished. It

was learned that the chief of an Arab tribe on the shores of the Persian
Gulf. the sheikh of Koweit, had, even before the Germans had arranged
to build their railway, placed his territories under the protection of

the great road !

The English did not come into these regions as interlopers.
three hundred years the Union Jack has waved over the Persian Gulf.,
For three hundred vears the English navy has policed its waters M
given trade what security it has been able to enjoy. The Union Jaek

Gulf: but the English annexed no territory; they were in thm bl

compared with the imperialistic policies of other nations, it

taxes raised in Canada, Australia, or India are spent in ¢
colony that pays the tax. What England wants in the Or

She seeks no monopoly for herself nor does she discrimina t&—hf

favor by means of protective tariffs. It may be said m ass

the Germans are not able to understand the Sp: ,d is

England. And the port of Koweit was the only available terminal for

For

was there even before the Turkish Crescent appeared in the Pm

opportunity to trade on the same terms that are granted m f_ tion h

in the interest of trade only. ¢ _'
British imperialism is not wholly altruistic; and yet, wm it ﬁ A

remarkably unselfish spirit. England does not tax her co n "
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statesmen had long feared the steady expansion of Russian territory.
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But M. Delcassé, the French foreign minister, felt that with the Gﬁm
enemy gaining yearly in strength France could not afford to pe &
unfriendly terms with England. Negotiations were opened with the*
English foreign office, which resulted in a settlement known ag the
entente cordiale. France gave England a quitclaim deed to Egyp
while England on her part promised not to interfere with the plang of
France with regard to Morocco. Other questions were also taken up
and settled to the satisfaction of both parties.

In 1907 England, to the great astonishment of Europe, came toa
similar ‘‘cordial understanding’ with Russia. As noted above, English

In spite of her length of coast line, however, Russia was not favorably

situated with respect to over-seas trade. It was believed, therefore,
~ that the Muscovites had an ambition to force their way to the ocean on
m sides: northwestward into northern Norway to an ice-iree port
m &ﬂanmc southward through the Turkish Straits to the Mediter-
amtheaMard thrmgh upper India to the Indian Ocean.
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(1) The Prussian theory cre dits King Edward with greater abilities

Lan the English people were able to discover in His Genial Majesty. . (
1s true that the king had a wide acquaintance in royal circles, but it 8y
8 not likely that his influence with foreign governments was very %
reat. i . -fj
L (2). The entente had 1its origin 1n France rather than in England; 2
the statesman most responsible for the entente cordiale was Delcassé. 45,

(3). Sir Edward Grey was not i office in 1904 and had nothing to
do with the understanding with France. The negotiations on the
English side were carried on by Lord Lansdowne, whose intentions were
surely not to provoke war or even resentment. Lord Lansdowne was
in the war office during the Boer War and did not come out of that
conflict with much credit. It was the same Lord Lansdowne who some
months ago wrote a letter in which he seemed to favor “peace by dis- _:"':'.}'. |
cussion.” A N
A
s policy of his predecessor and strove to establish frlendly
th as many European powers as possible. He came to ant
m with Russia and succeeded in making certain important agreements
with Italy and Spain respecting English interests in the Mediterr:
'-m a. In 1914 he was even on the point of reaching a H ial h
_. ‘:"--" dmg with Germa.ny oWy R o

(5) From 1905 to 1914 the government of Mﬁ m
2d by acabinetof a Liberal-Radicaltype, wveral Ne: “ pers of whi
trong leanings toward pacifism. Two af tha lest ministers,
orley and John Burns, resigned in Au |
fu ¢ war on Germany. Another me; L
M suspicion as being too inmdly m t 1any.
h le was pledged to mct a reat prog T |
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subject of a general reduction of armaments be discussed at the L‘
Hague Conference; the Kaiser promptly replied that in that :::
would have nothing to do with the conference. The following e
King Edward visited his imperial nephew and proposed that Englagg
| and Germany should cease their competition in the building of war
h ships, but to no purpose. The Kaiser “avowed his intention to go ¢,
war rather than submit to such a thing.”* The King returned to the
subject in 1909, but without success. Lord Haldane was sent to Berlip
on a similar mission in 1912; and in 1913 Winston Churchill suggested
that the two countries should declare “‘a naval holiday”; but results
i were not forthcoming, and the two governments continued to build
- more and larger ships. In 1911 the Kaiser created a crisis in Moroceo, -
.~ which happily found a peaceful outcome. In 1913 the Reichstag voted
' large additions to the German army. Various suggestions looking
% toward the arbitration of disputes were made, by our own government
L mg others, but Berlin would not listen. And during the whole
- period a series of chauvinistic and abusive books and pamphlets came
b " ( tm German presses in which England was characterized as tm
& and enemy which must be dealt with at the earliest opportlml'q
e . Wi M m Canal were finished or not.?
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Since von Tirpitz had accepted the naval ratio of ten to sixteen,
there remained only two matters Lh..tt needed serious consideration: the

‘Baghdﬂd Railway and Germany's demand for colonial possessions.
On both these l)umlx the ne L()lhl.t()l’s seem to have reached S&MM

: agrcement:n.
(1). England agreed that the Germans might extend the Baghdad

Railway to Basra, a point about 70 miles from the Persian Gulf. From
" Basra to the Gulf the road was to be built and controlled by the English.
" This left almost the whole of the great river valley to German capitalists
and engineers. In return the Germans agreed to recognize the rlm
- of earlier English investments 1n this region.

. (2). Portugal still had important colonial possessions in East md
* West Africa which the Germans coveted. The Portuguese had held
these for four centuries, but had done very little to develop them BM
might find it expedient to sell them. Sir Edward Grey could not dist :-.-,f*.;::
of these colonies, but he agreed that, in case Portugal should wish to sell ool
them to Germany or ask Germany to assist in developing them, England
would offer no objections. Vel S

These agreements were made, but the treaties were m ned.
Sir Edward Grey insisted that the agreements must be made __ lic;
Berlin demanded that they be kept secret. Finally, in July, 1914, the
. Germans concluded that the treaties might be of v: d ag reed

Sir Edward’s terms; but it was then too late. 8 _,:._.-:: ,'ff';i":lf"’"'.r" iR
| Meanwhile a spirit of dissatisfaction and 1 hac eSCE
- the ruling classes in Germany. To the M-t er chauvi nism
lust for territorial expansion there s ras now added a
- humiliation and defeat. The Fa. erland, thou
Prussmns beheved to dm and resh thy .;
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serbia or Roumania. The ties that bound Italv to the Ce F
were loosening. The outlook was not pleasant : N ‘i
Tru? to their history the Prussian war lords determined to g y
the pczsztion of Germany by Increasing the strength of the -
}'.he military law of 1913 the peace strength of the milit P
mcrea.se_d from 723,000 to 870.000. In other respects atol',:;
was made stronger and more efficient. B E

il -
¥ =N
- L] .
.
i s
- E B
i
"

afld notes the fact that

. 1 7
™n
, *h‘, - r'l - _
¥

.
|
- el | . -
. %

: -

. ! - - - I} - .
W
. . 2 o ¥
i i) - . [
s B L = -] 1




15

extension of " home rule”’ to northern Ireland. The signs were favor-
able: Germany ought to strike.

On July 5, a week after the murder of the Archduke, the Kaiser
pre51ded at a war council at Potsdam where the great crime was deter-
mined upon. Little is known about the personnel and the discussions
of the Potsdam Conference, but it is known that Austria was given .
assurance of support in the matter of Serbia even to the point of war
with Russia.! The financial magnates of the empire asked fo twoor
three weeks to set their house in order, and the request was granted.
. Foreign secretary von Jagow went to Vienna to arrange details, and
in due time the famous ultimatum was presented to Serbia. On July ; %( 3

28 Austria declared war on the Serbs. Three days later Gm e

declared war on Russia and prepared to invade France. e AN f ;-i;

The German government has tried to make the world behn w%
war came when 1t did because Russia had mobilized, the m Vi ‘d‘_
been issued in the afternoon of July 31. Whether this m I L3
mobilization has been questioned; but the matter is unimpo , as
partial mobilization may fall only a very little short of a general ‘
zation. [t is quite likely that, during those last days ﬂ' mp .ﬁ :;J_ e
great powers were mobilizing, for it was clear t.hat Europe t
being pushed toward war. B '—'-}

Germany was also mobilizing with the rem. 'nﬁ G ‘ Thi
Book states that “ths Kaiser ordered the mob; tion of the

German army and navy on August lst a.t S p
- should be noted, as On

-rr“
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Barlier than August 1 there must have been a partial though quite extes i
sive German mobilization on the French frontier, the imperial telephone
service holding the forces in check until proper orders for mobilization
could be issued. Meanwhile, it was feared that a "nervous” Pm
might also mobilize.

During those fateful days of July, 1914, the eyes of England w
turned toward Ireland, where civil war was threatening. The gom
ment was struggling with a series of difficult domestic problems ar
was not prepared for war. The British navy was ready form:tmedng
~ action, but military and financial preparedness had been neglected. i‘:_*
- {The English telegraph service (like that of Germany, though m
me:t it) was set in motion to restrain the armies on the frontiers

L ﬂEmvpe Sir Edward Grey fought valiantly to preserve the m y
h‘qdd and was almost successful. He proposed a scheme of mec

ff“’ ion which even Austria, the nation most directly concerned, was willing
Fhetann X ept. ~We are quite prepared to entertain the proposal of Su'
) I hot'm us and Servia' wrote the Austrian -




