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Installation Address 

President MARRY WOODIU/RN C H A S E : 

Jt is with a deep sense of responsibility and of oppor­
tunity that I respond, Mr. President, to your formal 
words of induction into this high office. The history of 
the University of Illinois is so distinguished, the oppor­
tunities that lie before it so vast, that one is sobered at 
such a moment by the task that confronts him. 

The University of Illinois is not, as universities go, 
an old institution. Incorporated in 1867 as the Illinois 
Industrial University in response to the passage of the 
Morrill Land Grant Act, it was opened in 1868 with a 
Regent, two professors, and fifty students. These busy 
professors gave instruction in five departments: agri­
culture, polytechnics, military, chemistry and natural 
science, and general science and literature. In March, 
1870, the trustees voted to admit women as students, 
and twenty-four entered sixty years ago this fall. In 
1877 the University was authorized to confer degrees; 
in 1885 its name was changed to the University of Illi­
nois./ This is not the time for a recital of the successive 
steps by which the simple small college of those early 
days became the great university of today; by which, 
in a little more than sixty years, fifty students grew to 
nearly fifteen hundred people engaged in teaching, in 
research and in extension in the modern complex assem­
blage of colleges, schools, extension and research serv­
ices, experiment stations and bureaus that is the 
University of Illinois. I will merely say thaj^under able 
and wise leadership its history has been one of steady 

rogress in usefulness and distinction. Few institutions 
ave known more loyal and devoted service, none owe 

a greater debt to those whose lives of unselfish devotion 
have made possible the University of today. The his­
tory of the University of Illinois may be short, but it is 
rich in the names of those who have given it of their 

lx st in unrestricted measure. 
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Some of them, like the University of Illinois, were s 
ulated by the original land grants of the Federal 
ernment. Others are of still more recent founda 

ther e We have never believed, we American-, that 
should be any sort of government monopoly on higher 
education. We have held that the field was free for 

benevol for church, and other agencies. 
The result has been the happy one that 
many sorts, with various conceptions of 
have grown up together, have influenc 1 
each other ther to agreement or to diff 

that even in spite of the somet 
e toward educational orthodo-
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dard characteristic of 
iversifies arc • 
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the period now passing our colleges and 
not altogether of one rigid and moil 

Among all these varieties of institutions, the 
state_ universities like that of Illinois occup) i\ peculiar 

sure, a real sense in which thev 
are like all other large and complex universities There 
are many old and well-tried fundamentals with which no 
university, however founded or maintained, can dis­
pense and remain a university. There must be in 
real universities freedom to teach 
There must not be interference from with 

American Commonwealth. 'I heir history is as < 
Ition. The first • >! them dc loped in the 

older states as a part of that democratic ferm. 
ideas that produced, among other thin: the Am. 
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a r e of the university itself. There must be competence in 
^ ' • t e a c h i n g and research; the determination t< press bc-

. Ivond the frontiers of knowledge; opportunity for th< 
,as great teacher and the distinguished scholar. The state 
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o f 
are 

ch have prospered 
ke Illinois, have had th 

a n wisdom to recognize these things, and SO to assure for 
,n£* Ithem the maintenance of those conditions without 
\Qy Iwhich a university becomes 1) 
,n" But states can only create conditions which make 
, s possible the growth of great universities. They 

th 
. e vide wisely for their maintenance and _ 

e responsible boards of control to supervise them and 
ce* make possible conditions of financial and intellectual 
m " security which attract and hold men and women ol 

o v - quality and distinction. But these things do not neces-
o n- sarily create great institutions. Greatness springs out ol 
e r e the life of the institution itself and from no other source, 
tier Xhe responsibility of the state university toward the 
l ° r public is as evident, and as important, as is the responsi-
es-. bility of the public toward the university. If, as all 
°f experience shows, states cannot wisely lay their hands 

n s , on the internal control of their universities, if, as has 
ted been the case, all attempts to utilize state universities 

it for personal or partisan purposes have reacted disas-
3us trouslv both d on the j 
of neither can state universities ever conceive of them-

the instruments of any class, or partv, or creed 
or faction within the state. Their responsibility 
the public as a whole, and it is with a clear sense ot 

S to 

public responsibility always in the back of their heads 
iar that they must go about their business. 
iey I am not concerned to discuss here this morning the 
re responsibility of the State of Illinois toward its I'niver-

no sity. I am rather concerned with what, in this general 
lis- and public sense, a university like that of Illinois owes 
all to its state. 
te. 

f 
t 

pe other sort of orga 
I .ike every 

in) 



3 

bv attempting to take i 
the r species, b u t by atf m • 

to whi< full the possibilities ol 
T h e U n i \ s i t y o f Illinois as it d e v e l o p i m u s t , ! 

me* 
thJAni 

I 

i 

asauniv 
monwea 
life. 

_ . p in those ways and tin ugl 
re as unfold in of its pos lbilitie 
ty ,bu tas a university maintain 
f varied and rich i oun and of aspirin J abo' 

civil 

ongs| be] 
I be 

tion 

char 

It must, in the first place, be 
philosophy of education which has bee m 

ly evident in state and One of th 
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1929. The current is too strong to be stemmed by an \ | ir. 
rary depression, or by any criticism ol the crowd! s 

go f r> Unless there shall be some mark 
and relatively permanent ch 
American standard of living, 1 
Almost unconsciouslv we hav 
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go i 
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the p f formal education up to the at. o l ical 
maturity has become the normal and accepte 
affairs. Never before in the world has this been \\ ib 
for the average family. In times of depression it is or 
of the last opportunities to be surrendered. Those o\ 1 
who have faith in the future of America mm look t 
ward, I firmlv believe, to an even wi,],.r c,-,>,,l ^ , 

tor 
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b v 

mi 
philosophy and its consequences. It will not be, as II It 

primarily in terms of eparation thatl con 
this philosophy will manifest itself. It is a short i<ihl 
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measured in terms of the fact that the welfare of the 
America o\ tomorrow demands a citizenry educated 
beyond the point of its citizenry of yesterday. There is, 

1 1 believe, no other course. With the rapid and revolu-
'' tionarv :\d\ tnces of science, with our new and intricate 

) social and economic structure, with the often startling 
m- changes in personal and community relationships all 

about us, there is a very real sense in which modern 
civilization has become, as H. G. Wells has pointed out, 
"A race between education and chaos." Today we can 
regard higher education as the privilege of an excep-

m tional few only at the cost of sacrificing that widespread 
*t> lifting of the level of our social intelligence which we 

so much need. 
;ti- I believe, then, in this American philosophy of higher 

r education. Its consequences, to be sure, are still a 
ir puzzle to the colleges and universities of today. Its 
i\ manifestations are so new that ancestral voices prophe-
d- sying woe have not yet ceased among us. Without the 

universities, many people still calculate its results simply 
>ui in terms of the fear that there won't be jobs enough to 
LJ- go around, and within academic walls there are still 

h those who lament the legendary—not to say mytholog-
oi ical—days when every student was fired with the zeal 

; c for learning. But institutions are graduallv beeinnins 
>le to define their attitudes in the face of this problem. 

>ne Some are restricting their numbers, selecting students 
by capacities or by purpose, or limiting their scope of 

"or- work more sharply. But in this situation, it seems to 
iat nie, the state university has a particular responsibility. 

| I t must, in the first place, receive those students who 
i a t come to it with successful records in properly qualified 
ted secondary schools. It cannot, in my judgment, do less 
a , than this and fulfill its responsibility as a public insti-
idj- tution. To all such students it must afford a reasonable 

t opportunity to determine whether they can profit bv 
ex, university life. 
p . It will have, therefore, a student body which is not 

er- (only large, but exceedingly varied in caj icity, in inter-
he est, in personality, and in achievement. Natural!) , it 

m 



must provid , for uch I ft up, a wi le range of liberal 
and profess: nal opportuniti . I' ause fits very Ze 

and ( unplexitj -uch an in ituti n mu t « tantly 
fight against the insidiou temptation to b< me a sor 
of i lucationaJ factory in which the student i the n. 
personal unit of raw material, and in which the methods 
of mass production prevail. But our students are not 
homogeneous. Th s present, as I ha\ : lid, the great-

difFerences. To drift toward a comfortable theor. 
production is easy. It involv< i merely 

plication ot designed 
label all conceivable acts in advance that all th . .„ 
necessary in any given ease to determine the proper 
pigeonhole in which it belon. . The way out is not so 
simple. It includes, first, recognition of the tact that 
general regulations should be kept at the absolute mini­
mum. It involves, second, an understanding that the 
various schools and colleges are in a far 1 n te r position 
to know what attainment for their students, and what 
students are for their purposes worth while, than is the 
university as a whole. It involves ai lin large oppor­
tunities for discretion and individual treatment on the 
part of those in positions of responsibility. S stem a tic 
opportunities tor competent advice and guidance must 
be provided. For exceptional and unusual student 
must be given a large measure of freedom. I am con­
vinced that, given intelligence and the d position to lo 
so, the large institution, with its resources and capabil 
lties, is in an exceedingly favorable position to meet the 
individual problems and needs of its student 1 iv. But 
it can do so only by a resolute determination to study 
its students, its processes, to set itself definitely in lin 
with those agencies of modern civilization that n diz 
that the only means of dealing with the complex proc­
esses of today is by factual study and throu h the 
experimental attitude. l j , u 

A state university like 
the time at which d 

uously carry on a constant revalu-it-i,. U - ; U u l c o n t ' n " 
esses. We are not dealing with a rll . , U ( n v n P« 
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zation. Both in our professional and in our liberal edu-
ition the conditions that confront our gradual s ar in 

^}' many respects essentially different from those of even 
Qv ten years ago, and in another decade the; will have 
lni- undergone still further radical alteration. The day is 

l0d definitely over when curricula can ever Ion 

d< 
bli­
the 
Jut 

in-

m 
n0' unchanged, or when methods and theories that have 
at- about them only the merit of antiquity should survive. 

vo.' A state university, of all institutions, cannot take refug* 
in the easy formula, " I t has been so," as an excuse for 

tc evading its plain task. Universities like this, new as 

Un 

t i< many of their problems are, m 0  
>per their own precedents. They must be judged, not by 

sc facility in imitation or by adherence to tradition, but by 
hat whether or not they exhibit that quality of 
ini- mindedness which is essential in their situatr 
the versities today are not cloisters. They are instruments 

tion for the adjustment of young people to the complex and 
ha: bewildering life of twentieth-century civilization. With 
the the processes, the needs, the problems, of that civiliza-
)or- tion they remain out of touch at their peril. The intri-
the cate task of a university like Illinois can be met only 
itic through the resolute determination 
ust sible opportunity to study and to experime 
nts own processes. Unsupported opinions, and 
on- adhered to merely because they are traditii 

much out of place today in universitie: 
industry, and are fraught with the sam 

For the University of Illinois there is s 
of resoonsibilitv and oDnortunitv. Th 

Al icjy tude toward its studen 
jne this campus there are living together more students than 
ize a r e gathered in any area of similar size in the United 
()C. States. No one who knows anything of young people 
• he can be blind to the fact that, during these formative 

years of college life, the influences that play through 
is this environment cannot be overlooked. In such an 

ment are opportunities, either for multiplying 

jjj, ment to modern life, or for 
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1 neglect, r h> v\ ong mcth. vtt ideals 1 r 
which tin university is strn ii in ii ' rooi i , 
im) >rtan< foui itudent envi nm it ( mot 1 r. 
looked. I ht to b< n powerful a en for thi aking 
of men and vi men. The task of n snivel strict S) 

>urse, nlj a min r probl in w\ I is itiaU 
work ofstimulati n, coordination, and guidance. 

Ah rail, we have hct\, not nly tudeni but a stu­
nt community, and w have a n : ibility > t 

community. In it, as in our cla r< we are making 
men and women. Out of that C mmuni 01 h t to come 
people with habits of self-reliance ami with w llingm 
to assume responsibility. The task ftheUniver is 
not merely the m ativc one oi preventing an punishing 
breaches of discipline. It is al » the m re dirl cult one 
of helping to secure in that environm it happines 
stimulation, adjustment, proper living and working 
recreational conditions and portunities, and the 
formation of ideals and character. 

If I have dwelt this morning chiefly on the i possi­
bility of the state university to its ud< I . it is 1 ai 
it has seemed to me appropriate to c ler toe 
obligations to the state, and of th< e our It 
for the students who come to us is the t . I 
pelled to add this word. The ch id which) 
now entering is, in my judgment, i it al : r tli St 
universities. Under the influence >fthen< al phi 
losophy of America toward highei h it 
confronted by a definite choice. I her they i 
cept the challenge which the public mt jhei 
education has thrown them, and do their u : dc 1 
with the vast and complex problem of , u | *l 
education, or they will retreat from realit) int t 

imc world that sighs for simpler p r M, \c[ 
varied tasks, that manifests impatien • with 11 
Superior students and traditional id< , o n | -
to the hard fact, when K is too late, that the . b| 
demand for higher education is strong en, di l i 
up other typi Oi institutions to mcet'it \\ | | 
is n t to be the case, th tatC universiti, s must re 
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ni/ that th ire facing a t;i k not unlike that of th 
public hi h schools when, two or three generation ag , 
S( >ndan I u cat ion began to be a normal and a< pt< I 
thing. In this g neration the j ate universiti< must 
unquesti ablj undergo radical transformation, as did 
the hi h schools under similar influence. 1 need nor say 
that such .1 transformation should not be accompani< I 
h\ any let dow n in standards, in so far as standard rep­
resent real achievement. But neither can we nece ;arily 
identify standards of work with the preservation of any 
traditional theorj of what education ought to be and do. 
Our mission is to our own civilization, with its own 
need and demands, not to the civilization served by the 
medicx J university or ven by those of Europe today. 

State universitk must reinterpret and reassess their 
work in th light of their new obligations. They must 
not be afraid to experiment with new ideas. Here at 
Illinois we have begun this year a general program of 
studvi1 ~ ~ 
doing. This task, in so large and complex an institu­
tion, is by no means an easy one. But it must go con­
tinuously forward throughout the years. Opinions must 
yield to fact, tradition to a deepened sense of our re­
sponsibilities to the new civilization. Only so will we do 
our duty to the generation of tomorrow, committed to 
OUT< ire today. These "young men and women, stimu­
lated and quickened by their life here, as they go out by 
the thousand each year into the life of State and Nation, 
arc ur prime reason for being, and as we deal with them 
wisely or perfunctorily we deserve to be commended or 
condemned. 

I have been concerned so far with what might be 

•oncernnm what we are doing and ought to be 

termed the teaching responsibility of the University. 
Thi is the first great duty of any institution like ours. 
\ want, as every institution wants, great r achers. 1 

not in sympathy with any;_ policy which makes of am 
mblii ition the only yardstick for advancement. There 

al] t »o many crimes perpetrated against students 
1 th long-suffering public in the name of res u\ h. 

But still less am I ins mpathy with mental laziness that 
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makes of mi liocre teaching an i xcuse for the avoidance 
of res irch. To tin reall) n t teacher, as fo r the great 
scholar, the highest rewards of the University should be 
open, but one can no more measure genuine scholarship 

pages published than he can measure skill in teaching 
the number of hours taught. 

A state university has a twofold responsibility for 
research. Because it is a state university, it ought to be 
a laboratory for the investigation of problems of impor­
tance to its state. It must carry forward investigations 
of problems having to do with agriculture, with the in­
dustries, engineering, with business, social and economic. 

blems, the prevention and care of human suffering, 
t 1 • 1 1 • 1 1 • * 1 

blic schools; in short, there is no important ph 

and develop t 
in these field 

fe which it should 
It must do its work 
Df propaganda, but 

always with that patient and sincere regard for truth 
which is the mark of the true investigator in any field. 

Such an obligation is fundamental and inescapable in 
a state university. Acceptance of this fact 
haracterized the University of Illinois. Many and 

varied are its contributions to the wealth and welfare of 
the State, by men who have served and serve this 
institution. 

But the acceptance of this responsibility in no way 
excuses the state university from its obligations for in­
vestigation in directions less immediately practical in 
character. I t must take the whole field of knowledge to 
be its province. The adventure of pioneering beyond 
the frontier of knowledge, of helping to remake our 

>rld of ideas and so ultimately our lives, is an adven- \ 
re to which the University of Illinois gladly responds, 
d to its constant participation in which a lone lint- of 
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homogeneous and selected group of students, but with 
great numbers oi younu men and women of widely dif-

'?u^be I fercnt int rests and eaj icitics. It must devise ways and 
a hip linearis of sending these out from its halls, some of them 

hin* I as leaders, main of them just as competent people, but 
all of them better adjusted for happier and richer and 
more useful lives in the world of tomorrow because of 
their work and their life here. In research, it must 

j h for 
h t to be 

,nipor, I touch and vitalize the life of its s ta te a t every strategic 
3n$ I point, and it must also be true to its function as a uni-

ein 
•omic 
-ring 
ha 

' a t 

i 

versify in the search for truth in every field and without 
question as to its immediate value. 

The very complexity of the functions and problems of 
a state university like our own constitutes a challenge to 
the wisdom and the vision of us all. There is no fixed 

work I formula for the solution of such a problem. This is not 
, but I the time for the pronouncement of rigid formulas in edu-
*ruth I cation. In this rapidly changing civilization of ours, 

•' field. I formulas are outworn almost as soon as they are stated. 
iblein I V ê have less need for formulas than for open and cour-
Jways I ageous minds, and for creative spirits. Institutions like 
f and I the University of Illinois are pioneering in a new world, 

re of I There are no maps to guide them. Precedent and tradi-
: th 

> wa 
* 

or in-
:al in 
geto 
vond 
: our 
ven-
>nds, 
ieo: 

•sit 
rery 
mil­
ling 
ha 

tion are of diminished value. Our problem in these 
large state universities is, after all, the tremendous one 
of the creation of a new type of institution for the needs 
of a new age. 

Set, as we are here, in the midst of a rich, changing, 
and growing empire, stimulated by its life and its prob­
lems, is it too much to hope that the University of Illi­
nois, with its history of courage, vision and devotion, 
hall write here a new chapter in the history of popular 

higher education in America? It is, I am convinced, 
not too much to expect, provided that we remember two 
things. The first of these is that we must be true to our 
,wn spirit; that we shall seek to become, not some other 
ype and kind of university, but a greater and more 
listinctive state university. And, second, we must al­

ways remember that such an achievement can never be 
he work of one individual, but that it calls for the co-
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