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Another type of refresher course 16 demgnded by Tn
man who entered service when part way through collepge, He wante
speedy, concentrated swveys of background work: "I cennot take
advenced ﬁourscs without some comprehensive review of tne DbasglcC
aub jects,

4

The number stating they wlll want femily living cuar-
ters is over one half (60 per cent) of those signifying they
intend to resume thelr educetion at the University of Illinois,

Question 5 asked for suggestions as to how the Unlver-
sity might improve 1its services to students., "The responses,
which frequently overflowed into long letters, have been claesi-
led according to topic, but only those topics which are of
interest to the faculty as a whole are revorted here in orde
frequency of mention, The comments on various subject-matter
flelds, when numerous enough, have been distributed to the
departments concerned,

The overwhelming sentiment of the men and women in
uniform 1s deep loyalty to and appreciation of their Alms Mater,
'"Things are absolutely excellent. You're way ahead of other
schools," They are grateful for the University's concern for
their welfare while in service and particularly for the Alumni
News, "I Jjust want to thank all the staff of the University for
all they are doing and planning for the fellows in the service...
It sure 1s gratifying to know that when you get back to school,
you just won't be a forgotten someone': "That Illinois Alumni
News over here in France is worth more than any other peper we
get our hands on," Similar praise is given t6 the University's
postwar plans, its new curriculas, the Alrport, and other
programs.,

A striking espect of the replies under this heading is
the number testifying to the velue of s college education, Vari
ous motives prompt these opinions, "Education is our only hope
for 2 better future': "One gets nowhere without an education,”
Boys who did not make a good recard freauently express their re-
grets: "I bilged out but I want to return and square myself,"

Coming second in order of frequency sre the recommen-
dations relating to verious phases of the instructionel progran,
These have been broesdly classified under the following sub-
neadings: Curriculum, College Plans, snd Cless Room Teaching,
Those concerning the faculty, special veterans' needs, particu
lar subject fielde, and refresher courses were excluded from
this crtegory.

There are several hundred observations on the ceneral
curriculer structure, Many o the replies call for a more
practicsl orlentetion of the teaching nrogrem, and the trend
wnich hsee been commonly anticlipeted by the teaching profession.
is very evident, The letters ﬂpeoify: "Prectical apnlication"
"Leses theory"; "More work experience": "More practical ooursea™s
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"Closer liaison between the University and industry - the pcedemic
and the real are polls apart." Most of the excerpts claselfled
under "college plens'" are suggestions for obtaining more prsctl-
cal treining. Cooperetive work-study progrems, such se the one
at Antioch College, are advocated whereby the University will
alternate Jobs with school work for ite students, There are
opponents o' these propositions for eliminating all but The vo-
cational: "It would be a tragedy if the so-cslled practical
subJects on which thls war has placed such a hilgh premium were
allowed toO dlsplace studles such as philosonhy or English once
the present conflict 1s over'": "Present a broeder, culturel
background for each stuent!": "Less emphasis on making a living
and more on how to live,"

A second large group compleins of inflexibility in the
program, and expresses resentment against required and prerequi-
site courses: "Allow a free or wider choilce of subjects within
a given curriculum"; "Many worthwhile courses require superflu-
ous prerequisites for admission which take time needed for pre-
ferred sub jects," However a few dissenting voices are heerd:
"Discontinue the perniclous elective system - the A,B. degree
has %ess vealue today than a high school diploma of thirty years
ago.

Concern ebout the impersonality of University relation-
ships is expressed in so meny ways and in reference to so many
of all the topics classiflied that 1t 1s evident that feelings 2
about the matter are strong: "As much as I am grateful to the
University of Illinois, I still look upon it as a huge, imper-
sonal machine," ©Some would remedy the situation by smeller
classes, others suggest nore intimate relations between student
and lnstructor, Required conferences, counseling, an improved
faculty adviser syster:, orientation-to-the-campus clesses, the
seminar method, "Oxfordian type" discussions, and pre-college
guildance are other suggestions offered, |

The men are lavish in theilr praise of Army and Nevy
teaching methods, Dozens laud the clever use of teeching eids
such as cherts, lesson outlines, graphs, diagrams, models, demon-
strations, and particularly films, and recommend the University
adopt them much more widely. ©Small discuseion groups and the
asslgnment of problems to be worked and explained by students
pefore the class are slso advocated, "For years to come, col-
leges will have service men in school, These men are used to
good instructars and good methods of instruction, They will
expect our schools to be at least as good,."

It is difficult to convey in a short summery the strong
feelings expressed in meny letters agaslinst what are viewed as
false gime of instruction, One group of such opiniong is cen-
Eered on the need to make students "think", "anslyze", end

6olve problems" as opposed to "gethering & mass of fiots =-
forpotten in & few years." Another grouv has as an arpunent
thet college work is too often viewed ss e meens to versonsl or
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vocational success rather then as preparastion for service 1o
country and fellow man., ©Some think the remedy liegé in higher
jdealism on the part of the instructor; others suggest that tI
objectives might be attainéd by allowing asdvanced undergrsdug
to pursue some independent research, by comprehensive examina-
tions, by sell-study courses, by lncreased classs dilscusesion, Or
by seminars for upperclassmen., "I have become an advocate of
the seminar, the forum, the open discussion, held informally
wherever intelllgent, tolerant people get together, It i- my
belief that...the Jjunlior and senior years could be of greater
value if these were injected into...(the) course of study: suf-
ficient seminars, forumg, and dliscusslons based on a firm
academ%c foundation obtained in,..(the) freshman and sophomore
years,

| Next come the requests for "better housing at lower

! . . -

cost"s. "The services ere o.k. except for housing", is a tynical
remark about the Urbana and sometimeg the Chicago campus,

The particuler educetional needs of the veteran filled
many letters and follow in frequency of mention., The interes

in an zccelerated program and refresher courses was reported
upon 1in reviewlng answers to previous questions, There were also
numerous inquiries about credit for training received while in
service.® However, the predominating request is for aid in ob-
taining employment, both while in college and after graduation,
Many contend that, even with government or State aid, either

they or their wives must work if they are to return to school,
They urge a central placement bureau, they ask the University tc
establish close contacts with industry, and they beg that older
graduates who are well established in their professions be
mobilized to help them get started, Another common avpeal 1is

for a "streamlined" veterans' educatitonal program and permission
to take any course, in any fiepartment, regardless of college
boundaries, "Useless prerequisites or required subjects not

directly applicable to the course of study" are agein disapproveaq,

and it is obvious that the majority of the men will resent hav-
ing to take courses they believe to be unrelated to thei. voce-
tional field: "I have a wife and baby and can only stay long
enough to cateh up in my profession, I don't want to meet
hampering restrictions." The men are also afrsid of being dealt
with, as they say, "like kidg". The trend of many such opinions
is expressed by the following: "We have become grown men; treat
ue as such when we return." Several commanding of ficers, how-
ever, do not feel all the men will be able to stand on their

own feet: "“There will be many restless and bewildered boys and
they will need plenty of help.”

all letters contalning questions have been answered,
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Some of the service men think that they will Db«
uetomed to intensified Army training that they will chs
der the slower pace of the Unlversity; they belleve s ce
» some other method of 1instruction, which will gllow them
ogress at thelr own rate, 1s moat sulted To thelr needs,
equal number think that "it will o a AtFPtanlt lesp fr
holes to desks”, and that the veteran must be given con
ime to adjust hlmuelf

Finally, There are a few suggestions on survey coul

"This is the type of thing that will appeal to the soldler
turns. On speaking to men out here in the Pacif¢o,
most of them wish To concentrate intently on their ma]

ns cf surveys,"
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| Opinions on extracurricular ectivities are worthy
ice, For example, there are considerably more comments
ffatprnlty~goror1ty independent system than on footbell
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pendents., There is no place for a ceste system in a modern
university,,.. Let's democratize school life at the University

Jf 1llinois and tesch our students how to grow up out of s

LP 2em world' of 'Greek' 1life!" The other remarks included
thle catepory are extremely diversified, advocating such as the
following: "Control of book prices": "More intremursl sporta":

in

"More cultursl events"; and "Fair play in campus politica,"
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: A need for improved placement gervices is referred to
qﬂpﬂﬂtﬁiax- IT all etatements about the finding of empl: .sent
Iof.grﬁtfntpﬂr 8uch aps thoese mede on the behalf of vetersns or
tiipt;l; ES\?HFtriculaz. depertments hed been placed in thies cat
¥+ 12 folt fc;i%c would precede some of the othere alreasdy noted.
;;ﬂlﬂoq;lﬁvﬁ ;E YEF University should eastsblich s permsnent cen-

rs HRLVSNCHL agency and strengthen its tieg with industry.
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hq}i Oof the observetions which were made on the
cén e sumnmed up in the following two ﬁuotytiﬁﬁﬂf
?qrfenfl COntacts between instructoras and ntudﬂnt}":
i izihiwioioggglituggnz?i especially those from cmall c
~ 10018, | ent themsgselves to the ponderou
of a %arge university such as ours." The following
80 rjrlocts the sunhsteance of meny replies: "Incresse
93-‘01 the astaff soas to invite and retain the most
C L ﬂuhoogo instructors in the elementsry -ubjects wi
both knowledge and the ability to teach," Illini do not car
much for the young inexvnerienced instructor particularly the
part-time graduate student and they went feéulty men to be good
tescners as well as specialists in their fielde. There is much
more pralse than censure, however, and greet zpprecietion is ex-
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This summary has given only the chief trends in think-
ing among 7,000 men returning the questionnaire., No mention hes
oeen made of the references to individual colleges or departments

H -~

and to meny points of view expnresced by small groups. Fux
more, the method of revorting sccording to the number of renlie
in arbitrarily fixed categories tends to obscure or underesti

sentliments running through all the answers, such as the protes
against the lmpersonality of a lsrge institution or the con-

slstent fsith in, and loyelty.to, the Unliversity.
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The questionnaires obvioucsly received the most csreful

attention, Accompanyling letters are usuelly in a merkedly
serious vein, and they desl with slmost every phese of higher
eCucation, It is pogsible, of course, that the perspectlves
achieved by our service men have increased the lmportance or
schooling, but it is difficult to exemine the replles without
peing convinced that the scholastic interests of former students

are greater trhan 1e usually estlimated.

Jegale Moward

Provoet'
December 28,




