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THE CONFLICT OF PARTIES IN THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

The feelings of a person who from far away i1s watching the devclop.

~ent of the Russian drama and who tries to keep his friendliness for
its people undisturbed by partisan sympathies are likely to haye but
little constancy. The incidents are manifold and shifting. The infor.
mation concerning them is incomplete and under the control of a3
interested censorship both at the transmitting and the receiving ends,
The accounts by participants and witnesses are no more trustworthy
on one side than on the other. There has been much scandalous lying
against the Bo'sheviki and no little misrepresentation in their favg. ;; 3
Perhaps some of it has been deliberate and malicious; for the most part
it arises from misunderstanding and from those blind enthusiasms and
antagomsms which such a struggle inevitably begets. But the dmm w*
tion of people in this country who try to understand can be no greate _‘:#;L
than that of the Russians who are one day driven into the arms of the k.
monarchists by the brutalities of the Bolsheviki and on the day fo ow-
~ ing recoil toward the Bolsheviki from the atrocities of the monarchis ' |
4 Thc present sketch makes no pretense of superhuman detachment, but

~ in the survey of principles and actions here attempted, the aim |

to deal fairly with both parties to the controversy, to tell t
truth it ftt as it can_ be constmed from the publmhed documental a_ ‘
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- the rival governments, where the power mvanably passed from the
h,{m\, of liberals to reactionaries and terminated in a military dicta- -
«orship, have served to reconcile Russians to the evils of Bolshevism
and created a disposition on the part of former enemies to cooperate
with the Bolshevik leaders. (7) The Bolsheviki, on their side, have
heen growing more conciliatory 1n their methods and have been more
.nd more making those concessions to the views and prejudices of
other parties which suggest a hope of arriving at a workable settlement.
(8) Whether owing to the program of the Bolsheviki or to the other ===
difficulties with which the country has had to contend, the cconozmr;' %3

condition of Russia is precarious and may result in the carly dOﬂflll
of the ruling party. |

:., -.‘.‘Jll' ¥

Three political parties have been prominent in the history of w*i

- ,fx.,.r'..

revolution. The Constitutional Democrats (Cadets), who oommbg F Y -

be so called though they have changed their official title to the ¥ At Q’? 153

o™

of Popular Freedom, represent the views of the liberal profm aland
mercantile classes and believe 1n a representative, parl.lamen y foom
of government such as exists in the United States or wnd. Mo

important are the two great Socialist parties, Socialist Re rolution

and Social Democrats. The primary distinction be

the former views the problems of social reconstrum rom the st

point of the peasant’s interests, the latter from ¢t WOrKl
But the cleavage within these parties is d “F nif

than the difference between the partles as a who'e. The .

up into moderate and radical factlona, each h: 11 ;r ;.i 1

with the corresponding group in the aﬂzer Pt

radical wings of the Socialist Revolutio

and Left respectively. In the Socml ".--

are known as the Mensheviki lﬂd

, Bolshevxln became cloaaely alhed
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themselves spokesmen of a demand that all governmental Power be
transferred to the Soviets, their influence became dominant i those
bodies and they became the agents for carrying the idea into Practise,

The Provisional Government

The weakness of the Provisional Government and the strength of

the Soviets are complementary elements in the first six months of the
revolution. When the abdication of the Czar was announced, the

members of the Fourth Duma at once chose a ministry on the basis of

the party alignment in that body. With equal promptness the work.
men in Petrograd organized their Councils and elected their deputies
to watch lest their revolution sustain a mischief at the hands of the
Provisional Government. The reason for the mistrust was the un.

representative character of the body which had chosen the ministers,

The members of the Fourth Duma had been elected by a narrowly

.
o

Wy

restricted class. suffrage. The largest representation in it was enjoyed
by the Octobrists and Centrists. “‘Both these parties,” according to

the statement of a conservative Russian, “had in their time been in-
vented to create the semblance of a governmental majority in the
Duma, and had no sdrt of roots in the land. The best evidence of this

y did absolutely nothing to testify to th&”z

Constitutional Democrats, thre
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| emembered that Guchkov, the Minister of War, had once been a
. minister of the Czar's, and that Milyukov, the Minister of Formm
‘.\ﬁ‘_li-h, had at an unhs: PPy moment risen in the Duma and announced
that it a revolution were necessary for vxctory, he WOUld prcfcr no
victory at all. Under these circumstances it is not strange that the
elations between the Government and the Soviet began in suspicion
and jealousy.

For several months the Soviets merely sat behind the scenes and
pulled the strings. They drew up the terms on which they would
tolerate the mthnrm nt the uustmg government They presented
their demands through a “"committee of contact’” and practlcally dictat-
ed policies. The Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Council drew up the famous
order abolishing the death penalty in the army and destroying military
discipline, and the order was duly authorized by the ministry. When
Guchkov, who was probably the strongest personality in the cabinet,
but utterly without popular backing, made an effort to restore the old
discipline, the Soviets drove him from his office. Mllyukov dared w'
defy the peace program of the Soviets and to reaffirm his imperi: -!‘. . ;'
ideals, but his party, the Constitutional Democrats, bowed befﬂtE&néﬁ
storm of opposition and he also was compelled to resign. Thu*b
scarcely a demand made by the workmen which the cabinet ofwi”‘
Lvov was able to resist. A determined purpose existed nowhere Mﬂﬁ
the Soviets. ““The workmen in the factories,” says Elmle"‘r 1der f lde -f?;» |
the Belglan socialist who at this time was on a pohtical Jmt«' ,;
Russia, “were at that moment (May, 1917) the masters d" v‘ik‘;};"f
The Sowet which represented them as well as the so ‘_‘_ T,F" st1 "
the only political power capable of making IM
for they alone had power at their disposal. Th «;,.
they were closely associated with the -;:--*1?* iers ;'_ j‘,x spect
cohesion and capacity of coordmauon. [here were ne
armed guards of any kind to opm eir wi .

This use of power without r sibility ¢
nltely But though the S |
coalition government,thﬁ tagonism be




for action. After the disaster following the July 18-Augud |

representatives of all organized groups gathered in ageat
congress at Moscow where everybody made speech

perilous situation of the country. Hitter truths were bravely uttered,
Agan the voice of Guchkov was raised to declare that the chief trouble
with the Government was that It had no power. "The revolutionary

democracy which was created first in Petrograd and then throughout
the country is at present the actual master of the situation."® BEvay

minister arose In turn to make a pathetic exposure of the afars o hs
department. Several weeks later, General Kornilov, In announcing his

revolt, gave as hisjustification the incompetence, weakness, and Inoe-

cison of the government and Its yielding to the pressure of "the Bdse-
vik majority in the Soviets."*

The mysterious circumstances connected with the uprising of Komi-
lov, the suspicion, not up to the present time cleared away, that Kaar
sky, the one popular man among the ministers, had somehow or other
compromised with the military party, did more than any preceding
event to undermine the Government. Failures in administration mignt
have been tided over, but against loss of faith the leaders had no ran
edy. The Bolsneviki were quick to saize their opening and to sigmatize
the Minister President as "counter-revolutionary." They were gar
erally believed. From this time forth their star was Iin the ascendant

and the progress of the revolution has to be followed with the clue which
they provide.

The  Bolsheviki

It IS clear that In the summer of 1917 the workmen's Soviets wae
the real power In Russia, and that in these Soviets the Bolsheviki had
by September or October become completely the masters. They had

gained this mastery by virtue of their implacable adherence to aangle-
minded policy, and their readiness it "mMl«,, ,,.,,. . <« *kaf wnud
help them to attain thelr end. looked

upon thelr propaganda with great horror, was forced to admit that
they alone among the Russian parties seemed to have a program
which, abominable though It was, had the advantage of being definite
and precise. It seemed to him as If every a4, of energy and daring
In the large cities was an unqualified supporter of Bolshevism.* What-

been
3. A.J. Sack. "The Birth of the RuM!™ n . A
4. Lhid, p. 476, KUMITN Dxmocracy,” New York, 1918, p. 46ft
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