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THE CONFLICT OF PARTIES IN THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

The feelings of a person who from far away i1s watching the devclop.

~ent of the Russian drama and who tries to keep his friendliness for
its people undisturbed by partisan sympathies are likely to haye but
little constancy. The incidents are manifold and shifting. The infor.
mation concerning them is incomplete and under the control of a3
interested censorship both at the transmitting and the receiving ends,
The accounts by participants and witnesses are no more trustworthy
on one side than on the other. There has been much scandalous lying
against the Bo'sheviki and no little misrepresentation in their favg. ;; 3
Perhaps some of it has been deliberate and malicious; for the most part
it arises from misunderstanding and from those blind enthusiasms and
antagomsms which such a struggle inevitably begets. But the dmm w*
tion of people in this country who try to understand can be no greate _‘:#;L
than that of the Russians who are one day driven into the arms of the k.
monarchists by the brutalities of the Bolsheviki and on the day fo ow-
~ ing recoil toward the Bolsheviki from the atrocities of the monarchis ' |
4 Thc present sketch makes no pretense of superhuman detachment, but

~ in the survey of principles and actions here attempted, the aim |

to deal fairly with both parties to the controversy, to tell t
truth it ftt as it can_ be constmed from the publmhed documental a_ ‘
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- the rival governments, where the power mvanably passed from the
h,{m\, of liberals to reactionaries and terminated in a military dicta- -
«orship, have served to reconcile Russians to the evils of Bolshevism
and created a disposition on the part of former enemies to cooperate
with the Bolshevik leaders. (7) The Bolsheviki, on their side, have
heen growing more conciliatory 1n their methods and have been more
.nd more making those concessions to the views and prejudices of
other parties which suggest a hope of arriving at a workable settlement.
(8) Whether owing to the program of the Bolsheviki or to the other ===
difficulties with which the country has had to contend, the cconozmr;' %3

condition of Russia is precarious and may result in the carly dOﬂflll
of the ruling party. |

:., -.‘.‘Jll' ¥

Three political parties have been prominent in the history of w*i

- ,fx.,.r'..

revolution. The Constitutional Democrats (Cadets), who oommbg F Y -

be so called though they have changed their official title to the ¥ At Q’? 153

o™

of Popular Freedom, represent the views of the liberal profm aland
mercantile classes and believe 1n a representative, parl.lamen y foom
of government such as exists in the United States or wnd. Mo

important are the two great Socialist parties, Socialist Re rolution

and Social Democrats. The primary distinction be

the former views the problems of social reconstrum rom the st

point of the peasant’s interests, the latter from ¢t WOrKl
But the cleavage within these parties is d “F nif

than the difference between the partles as a who'e. The .

up into moderate and radical factlona, each h: 11 ;r ;.i 1

with the corresponding group in the aﬂzer Pt

radical wings of the Socialist Revolutio

and Left respectively. In the Socml ".--

are known as the Mensheviki lﬂd

, Bolshevxln became cloaaely alhed
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themselves spokesmen of a demand that all governmental Power be
transferred to the Soviets, their influence became dominant i those
bodies and they became the agents for carrying the idea into Practise,

The Provisional Government

The weakness of the Provisional Government and the strength of

the Soviets are complementary elements in the first six months of the
revolution. When the abdication of the Czar was announced, the

members of the Fourth Duma at once chose a ministry on the basis of

the party alignment in that body. With equal promptness the work.
men in Petrograd organized their Councils and elected their deputies
to watch lest their revolution sustain a mischief at the hands of the
Provisional Government. The reason for the mistrust was the un.

representative character of the body which had chosen the ministers,

The members of the Fourth Duma had been elected by a narrowly

.
o

Wy

restricted class. suffrage. The largest representation in it was enjoyed
by the Octobrists and Centrists. “‘Both these parties,” according to

the statement of a conservative Russian, “had in their time been in-
vented to create the semblance of a governmental majority in the
Duma, and had no sdrt of roots in the land. The best evidence of this

y did absolutely nothing to testify to th&”z

Constitutional Democrats, thre
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| emembered that Guchkov, the Minister of War, had once been a
. minister of the Czar's, and that Milyukov, the Minister of Formm
‘.\ﬁ‘_li-h, had at an unhs: PPy moment risen in the Duma and announced
that it a revolution were necessary for vxctory, he WOUld prcfcr no
victory at all. Under these circumstances it is not strange that the
elations between the Government and the Soviet began in suspicion
and jealousy.

For several months the Soviets merely sat behind the scenes and
pulled the strings. They drew up the terms on which they would
tolerate the mthnrm nt the uustmg government They presented
their demands through a “"committee of contact’” and practlcally dictat-
ed policies. The Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Council drew up the famous
order abolishing the death penalty in the army and destroying military
discipline, and the order was duly authorized by the ministry. When
Guchkov, who was probably the strongest personality in the cabinet,
but utterly without popular backing, made an effort to restore the old
discipline, the Soviets drove him from his office. Mllyukov dared w'
defy the peace program of the Soviets and to reaffirm his imperi: -!‘. . ;'
ideals, but his party, the Constitutional Democrats, bowed befﬂtE&néﬁ
storm of opposition and he also was compelled to resign. Thu*b
scarcely a demand made by the workmen which the cabinet ofwi”‘
Lvov was able to resist. A determined purpose existed nowhere Mﬂﬁ
the Soviets. ““The workmen in the factories,” says Elmle"‘r 1der f lde -f?;» |
the Belglan socialist who at this time was on a pohtical Jmt«' ,;
Russia, “were at that moment (May, 1917) the masters d" v‘ik‘;};"f
The Sowet which represented them as well as the so ‘_‘_ T,F" st1 "
the only political power capable of making IM
for they alone had power at their disposal. Th «;,.
they were closely associated with the -;:--*1?* iers ;'_ j‘,x spect
cohesion and capacity of coordmauon. [here were ne
armed guards of any kind to opm eir wi .

This use of power without r sibility ¢
nltely But though the S |
coalition government,thﬁ tagonism be




rute for action. After the disaster following the July lB'A“EUItl
offensive, representatives of all organized groups gathered in 4 great
congress at Moscow where everybody made speeches emphasizing the
perilous situation of the country. Bitter truths were bravely uttered,
Again the voice of Guchkov was raised to declare that the chief trouble
with the Government was that it had no power. “The revolutionary
democracy which was created first in Petrograd and then throughout
the country is at present the actual master of the situation.” Eveq
minister arose in turn to make a pathetic exposure of the affairs of hig
department. Several weeks later, General Kornilov, in announcing his
revolt, gave as his Jusuﬁcatlon the incompetence, weakness, and inde-
cision of the government and its yielding to the pressure of “the Bohha-
vik majority in the Soviets.”™

The mystenous circumstances connected with the uprising of Korni-
lov, the suspicion, not up to the present time cleared away, that Keren-
sky, the one popular man among the ministers, had somehow or oth:
compromised with the military party, did more than any precedin -
event to undermine the Government. Failures in administration migh ""
luve bm nded over, but agamst lom of faith the leaders had no r f;E *j'
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scene is disposed to den) the courage, the enterprise, and the enthusiasm
the Bolshey 1K1 u[u.tlitivs wh ch g0 f;lr to account for thcir SUCCESS.
The great event which the Bolsheviki wished to bring about was the
| ceizure of the wealth of the world by the workers, to be used for the
benefit o the workers. This they looked upon as an international
movement, a movement w hich could not be carried out successfully
unless the workers ot the whole world pdrtIClpated In 1t. Russna, for
them, merely happened to be the country which formed the nucleus and
provided the base o! operations. To the charge of treason they were
supremely indifferent, for patriotism and loyalty were not theoretically
in thei - catalogue ot virtues. But their program, whil: it doubtless
looked to large constructive designs in the distance, was for the time
being purely negative. It had immediately in view only the grasping
of power, the overthrow of the existing government and of every insti-
tution surviving from the old regime. The entire political and social
structure of Russia had to be swept away in order to prepare the ground

n

for the building of their own dream. When it is merely destruction

that 1s to be accomplished, the most violent means are the best, l.l@
when there i1s nothing to be saved, there is no incentive to prmum.
The Bolsheviki conducted their campaign with the shrewdness of pra |
tical politicians and the moral 1rre3pon31blllty of Supermen. E i
symptom of popular distress they transmuted into a devmm*

The people wanted peace, and they were told to wipe out their ;
for if men would not ﬁght there could be no war. T& the cries f¢
bread the Bolsheviki said, “There is plenty of land; seiz 5 cult
it, and enjoy the food you produce. And if you |
are the factories, and your hands are accusto med to 1 :
else is necessary.” They gave advice thatn- as " tabl
promised whatever any considerable body ﬁf esir
vocation of a Constituent Ammbly m

eagerly looking forward to: the Dolshev




his ideas threatened ruin to the revolution In 'Russia. his reply was,
“So be 13 But we shall kindle a world revolution! “’c ghall pass op
the standard to other lands and other peoples!” He accepts the dis.'
grnccful pcaCc ut- Brcst—l.ittwsk, l ‘hr!'g;lml pc;'l(:'c” hc calls it, and '
ready to accede to even more humiliating conditions for the sake of 5
little breathing-space in which to conduct his C).(pcrime'nt. As for the
temporary mutilation, what are five or ten years in the life of a country
like Russia? Unlike other Utopians, Lenine does not base his hopes on
faith in human nature. His incisive logical faculty penetrates into
realities and his estimate of men is pretty low. He finds himself sur-
rounded by characters of all degrees of disrepute, his ideas travestied
in the minds of the unintelligent multitude. For every genuine Bol-
shevik, he admits, there are sixty fools and thirty-nine rascals, but he
is too impatient to wait for the moral growth of men to bring about the
changes he desires. He has confidence in his power to convert them Into
useful tools and perhaps hasten their moral education. To a man who
dared so boldly manipulate the explosive forces latent in one hundred
and fifty millions of untutored and uncontrolled human beings, the
game with the mechanical German bureaucrats must have seemed very
trifing. In the pursuit of his aim Lenine would not have balked at
more serious violations of the conventional code of honor than W
involved in accepting German money or German assistance of any sort.
This utter and cynical unscrupulousness as to means characterized
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every step of his propaganda before he came into power, and it has
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. marked his policy after he gained power when his task became ons
| getting unruly forces under control. Lenine is not to be classed with

""'. ._‘I.“ .........



¢4.374 in Sej tember, the Mensheviki fell from 76,407 to 15,887, while
tht Bt"l hr.\ll\l increased from /5 4()‘) to ]‘)8 T’() Thc vote of the

Constitutional Democrats remained about the same: 108,781 in June
and 101,106 in September. In the weeks followmg the Septembe
clc‘Cti““?‘n the Bolsheviki directed their efforts toward brmging about
the exclusion of the Cadets, representing the middle classes, from a
share in the government. kailing in that, they began preparations for
overthrowing the government by force. The revolt broke out in Petro-
grad on October 25-November 7 and in Moscow on the next day, and
Bceting with almost no military resistance, it succeeded easily in both
places. While there were many protests from democratic bodies. in-
cluding a strike by the organized teachers, the only party to make
serious trouble at first were the Anarchist- Syndica]ists, who were dis-
appointed that the Bolsheviki did not act rapidly or drastically enough.
-\Eamst them measures of reprcsqlon were promptly taken.

But most people did not find the new rule hesitating or gentlc Thé
first measures of the Bolsheviki were the distribution of the land and
the beginning of negotiations for peace. They remembered, too, M i
promise to convoke the Constituent Assembly and arranged fﬂ‘*iﬁ ,1',,; %
election. The election, though conducted under their own auspices 5” *
and, as 1s alleged, not with the strictest rcgard for a square Mﬁt _" f
their opponents, was not altogether satlsfactory to the Bolsl . _“”
They obtained only 154 seats out of a total of 495 whﬂé fhﬂ
Revolutlonanes had 260. The weakness of the W epresentation
14 members in all, is posmbly accounted for by the terrorizing of ve
n the cities. The opposition came from the rmﬂ icts i
Bolshevik influence had not penctrated m¢ '_ 1t
Struct a lame pretext for questlonmg the ?‘ﬁ ity of the e
Once launched a campagsn agalnat thf‘ 3’ “H t
that the Soviets were the only ‘*‘“ ? - repre
people. It became endent to P
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For five months follnwing the dissolution, the defeated elements
continued to hope in the justice of their cause. »\llcglance to the ides
of the Constituent Assembly was the passion inspiring the liberal Oppo-
sition, as it was also the subterfuge of the monarchist reactionaries.
Peaceful demonstrations in behalf of 1t were put down by the same
bloody weapons as in the days of Czar Nicholas. The Second AllL
Russian Peasants’ Congress, meeting in Petrograd in December, 1917,
had, in spite of bullying, declared itself by a vote of 359 to 314 in sup-
port of the Constituent Assembly. The Bolsheviki in reply dispersed
and outlawed the refractory majority and then declared that the Con-
gress of Peasants was ready to support the Soviets. The Third All-
Russian Peasants’ Congress, which met on January 10, 1918, had
similar sympathies and was similarly treated. Discontent continued
to express itself, but the Bolsheviki simply rode rough-shod over every |
party and group that stood in their way. They dissolved meetings of

~ hostile political parties and persecuted leaders of opposing factions.
They exercised a severe censorship over the press. They refused to
recognize local governments chosen in September, 1917, on the basis of
universal suffrage. They even did violence to the sacred institution d'
: the Soviets and dispersed such bodies when the majority happened to
be adverse to them. They are also charged with a multitude of atroci- 5
- ties, but in this perhaps they suffer an injustice. It should he
mm d‘l.at a ?ﬂ'}" dark p]cture can be drawn of h

o
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gmong W hom the Cadets were most promincnt tormed the Union for R

the Regeneration of Russia and entered into official relations with the 3
Allies. They were joined by conservative and reactionary bodies which ¥
had ,miqumlnnrlx been preparing to fight the Bolsheviki. They estab- B,
lished their first capital in Cossack territory at Samara. Though their )
government was called All-Russian and was professedly based on the .Eﬂ
olections to the Constituent Assembly, the Bolsheviki and their partners 3

were outlawed as the Party of National Treason. A body of Czecho- b

Slovaks in the Ural region became the nucleus of their National Army,
and negotiations were begun for the landing of Allied troops at Archangel
and Vladivostok. Civil war was on.

Association with notorious monarchists and the calling in of foreign
assistance turned out to be sertous tactical errors. It gave the Bolshe-
viki a chance to play not only on the favorite watchwords of the revolu-
tion, but on the hitherto despised sentiment of patriotism as well.
Their hands were immensely strengthened and they felt justified in
increasing the pressure against their opponents by way of reprisal.
Pointing out that many of the Right Social Revolutionaries and Menshe-
viki were working with the Czecho-Slovaks and Allies against the m*‘
lution, they voted to exclude those parties from memm}llp n
Central Executive Committee of the Soviets. T

Subsequent events tended to vindicate the posltlon of ﬁh.: &
viki. They proved that the democratic elements in the m org =‘:j;:k
governments were not strong enough to sustain their part a oner
or later fell victims to the ambitious scheming d a m
In the western and southwestern provinces dominated by the Germ
it was to be expected that the reactlomy ts sho
But what was to be thought of the proceed r Efij ; “ ove
the North at Archangel where the w
kOVSkY3 had been estabhshed “ pres "',* f .

formed in favor of a dlctl (o
Colon:l Chaplin and put into 0N 3 ; he 1
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friends of Russian freedom attac hed their hu;u , but in the carly daYlOf

Novcmbcr came the dmllusmmng shock. A party of nﬂiccrg arrested
Avksentsev and the other socialist directors, accused them of Bolsheyik
leanings and treason, and without even giving them a hearing, deported
them swiftly toward Japan. Admiral Kolchak was proclaimed dictator
The stroke was neat and complete. At first Kolchak mumbled some.
thing about giving the people an opportunity to choose their form of
government and to elect a new Constituent Assembly, but actually he
went about restoring the golden days of Czaristic rule. Popular assem
blies were suppressed, political discussions forbidden, and the sale of
vodka reestablished. The record of atrocities committed by him in the
name of order has not been widely advertised, but an American cor-
respondent tells of 1200 Bolsheviki dragged in a train backward and
forward from station to station till most of them perished of cold and
hunger while the living lay in torment beside the bodies of their dead
companions. Admiral Kolchak’s idea of governing Russia 1s revealed
by some of his remarks to this correspondent. ‘“In a deep sense,” he
said, “Russia was democratic under the Czars. . . . Russian people
understand nothing about socialism—whether that of the Bolsheviki
or any other sort.”’$

The Bolsheviki point to these events as demonstrating the force of
their claims that they alone are both Wlllmg and able to create an order
which shall assure social and economic justice to all. True, their meth‘
~ods are dictatorial and undemocratic. The dilemma is a dnctatorslnn
b g w the Bolsheviki in the interest of the masses or a dictatorship of Adm-»
Pl Kolchak in the interest of the old bureaucracy. Whether fau'lY %
__ t!ns 1s ::he fm n wh.tch ﬁhe alternatwe presents ltﬁdf ]
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stood out in protest were compelled to make the best of their situation.
To what extent the Bolsheviki have captured the confidence of the
poplll gtion it 18 1mpossible to |udgt. at our distance from the scene, but
it can scarcely be questioned that a considerable number of those who
had been standing aloof, and some prominent persons among them,
have by degrees been reentering the life of the nation. The Socialist
Revolutionaries have formally abandoned their struggle against the
Bolsheviki, giving as their reasons the defeat of Germany and the fact
that “the intervention in Russia by the victorious powers is assummg
more and more the character of assistance given by the bourgems;e
The spirit of the government has not been uncompromising. The
party has abated the rigor of its principles for the sake of lmmcdmtc
results. Overtures have been made to leaders of other socialist groups
with a view to bringing about a modus vivendi, and these have met with“l B
some response. In spite of the accusation of opportunism by thew ;i‘;__';:f;;'

fanatical, concessions have even been made to the prejudices Bf f

bourgeois class. One American correspondent, recently retum@, rom

"_' | '.,;4 i
PR A bl

Russia, had his revolutionary sensibilities outraged by what seemed to

!'t*"

him a restoration of a middle-class ideal of order and seem

outward aspect of Russian life.

be interpreted as symptoms of weakening or of 1ncreasin ence

depends altogether on the sympathies of the mteq:rem,! -. 4-*" ot R
What can be asserted with some assurance is th.at m nents

of the Allied countries are undergoing a change in their att

the Bolsheviki. Not that they are a tht more | eli

endorse thelr pr1nc1ples. But they hawe ially ad

the Bolshevik authority is for the time t} authe

tlatmg with it. On heir p:
spirit of comprqmme ag ;n
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In an address to the \\urlxmpncn last April, Lenine declared, "w
have won by methods of suppression. We will be able to win glg 0

methods of management. The Bolsheviki were faced with a tllkd
gigantic proportions. They had to devise and set in motion 2 new' 4
and elaborate machmcrv for C(mtrn“mg the pnlltua] Lumom,c and lf
social relations of a vast population. More adverse conditions for the
work could hardly have been imagined. Their richest farming apd =
industrial provmces torn away, the economic foundations of their Jife X
disrupted, hemmed in and isolated from the rest of the world, without
access to the sea and to the materials necessary for a revival of normal
activity, fighting domestic and foreign foes within and without, dealing
with an untutored population that had grown accustomed to looking =
upon its demands as the law of the land, having no leaders experienced
, in affairs of state or in the management of great business undertakings, =
Fg the immediate and 1gnom1mous failure of the Bolsheviki would have
been no occasion for surprlsc. For more than a year 1t has freely been :
_. predicted as imminent in a week or a day. Perhaps the doom 1s m
PR far off, but meanwhile it is of interest to observe the efforts of t
;.3 ~ government to solve its important economic problems.
Fmas o The first great task which confronted the Soviet was the settlcmmt
of the land question. Practically all parties in Russia agreed that he
hnd ought to be distributed among the peasants, but the method

.' _‘L

A - principles of distribution involved many nice and complicated proDICEN
o *raqumag nmc. md itudy for Mr satwfactory solution. Prince L
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"““1 that the distributing committees were not above taking advan-
tage of their opportunities, and that the person who benefited least by
Bhe change was the very one in whose favor the revolution had been
mlmnui It does not need a very credulous mind to believe the
many stories of pillage and destruction which the temporary dissolution
of authority made all too possible.
¢ The more detailled Land Decree which they issued in September,
11918, seems to recognize the defects of the former decree and to look
forw;lnl to the rnrrccti(m ()f‘ itS (1"1'!‘()1‘3..9 In theory the land is now
completely socialized. It 1s the property of the state, which is loaned -
to individual tillers to be cultivated for the public benefit. In fact, &
‘however, most holdings are in the hands of peasants who think the e
land has been given to them as a free gift in perpetuity. The Decree
admits that the socialization of the land has not been fully accom- _
plished and outlines an elaborate set of instructions which is to govern
its gradual distribution. “The apportionment of land on the pmdwc-. Wl o
tion and consumption basis among the agricultural population is to h S
carried on gradually in various agricultural sections, according to regu
tions stated herein.”” Meanwhile “the relations of agnculturalww mﬂ '
be regulated by the land departments of the Soviets in acco: '**-? ¢
- with a special instruction.” rikl
Evidently the task before the government is to wean the ti ?-:;-_
soil from his personal attachment to it, to develop in him m
toward it like that of the workingman for his craft and
~and i1t 1s proposed to do this by encouraging the AN very
 to organize in groups for cultlvatmg on a larp m e |

- In agriculture (in preference to md.l al hor ads)
e o o ..;E j . H"’“"‘; ’
- profitable system of saving labor and material,

- on to socialism. In arranging the order in




clations, wnth the People’s Bank of Moscow serving as the fin :
heart. These have been a benehcent force in the life of the Rue .
agriculturalist. They continued to expand during the war ap d 3

are the one feature of Russian economic life with which the Bolshevit
have not tampered. The difficulties placed in the way of private owne
slup have already resulted in a great access of power to these cooners
tives, and the prcst:ge which they have earned may prove helpfu]
the Bolsheviki in their endeavor to impose communism on the Russia

peasant. It will also be open to the government to effect its almg .

coercion through its monopoly of the grain trade and the trade in ;
cultural implements. .

News that reaches us of economic conditions in Russia isnot cal

110

to create confidence in the ability of the Soviets to set the country upor
a prosperous course. In the factories the lowering of the output ha
been enormous and continuous. It is stated oﬂicially that only hre
pmnt of employees in the West Moscow textile region are at
In a certain district of Soviet Russia only forty sugarfactories rem:
were once 232. The five hundred and thirteen industr
1l undertaking which have been natlona.hzed up to

1’,I




