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WHAT EVERY ONE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

WAR LEGISLATION

By
ROBERT EUGENE CUSHMAN, Ph. D.,

Instructor in Political Science




WAR LEGISLATION

What Is Our War l_.cgislntiml?

| cCONSIStS of qpcf‘i,]l burdens, obli r.ttimwr and restraints lmposed‘ upon us
Se twc -1‘:'; ‘;l' war [t 18 emergency l:‘u:hl.ttm."l necessary to our natnond 1¢le
cau are i ar, , |

and for the most part will not remain after the war has ended.

Tt is mecessary: first, to stamp out treason and disloyalty; second, to m
American patriot{em and conserve our strength and resources. The "-.,"'-'
wishes to serve; the war legislation shows him what to do and what not to do.
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: Db ade 1 ‘ lected the Congress which¥ramed

It is vour legislation. You made it. You € . _ oa

i+ and the President who approved it. [t is the crystallized will of the whole pe _
—vour will and the will of the nation. RN

Why Understand It?

Because even the loyal citizen may easily break tne law without knowir
If you do break it, it is no defense that'you were ignorant or that you m‘f
“Jgnorance of the law excuses no man. Viges -
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Because public opinion must help enforce the law. You cannot do y« pa
anless you know its methods and its purposes. The good citizen is the intelli

citizen. Learn what the law demands of you and tell your neighbpf! 2 .
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 WHAT THE LAW REQUIRES US TO L

SOME MUST FIGHT—CONSCRIPTION

Why? Because the nation cannot wait for volunteers. Because t
must be free to choose the menjwho can best be spared and who are best fitt
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A5 ~ous commercial and financial documents such as bonds,
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The Taxes

. . Sk + o7

\. The Inkeritance Tax. An [inhenitantc] of $50,000 or less 1s t_.lxcd 250+

A tax of 2% is laid on all inheritances over that amount supplementedgby a series
of surtaxes or additional taxes running up to 25% on the amount of the inheritance

above $10,000,000,

2. The Income Taxes. Two incomey tax¥laws are in force. To determine
one’s income tax it is necessary to compute the amount due under the act of ScE:cm-
ber 8, 1916, and add to it the tax due under the war income tax law of October 3y
1917." Under the new law $1000 net incomes of single persons and $2000 net incomes
of married persons are exempt from taxation. Above those points the rates range
from 29 up finally to 509% on the amount of income above $1,000,000.

38 The Corporation Tax. Taxes are now levied upon the net incomes of all
business corporations (with a few exceptions) at a flat rate of 6%.

4. Excess Profits Tax. These taxes are laid upon the profits of individuals,
partnerships, and corporations which, after certain deductions are made, are
than certain percentages of the capital invested. These range from a tax of 20%
on profits up to 159 to 609% on profits of 339, or more. When trades, businesses, oc-
cupations, or professions have no actual invested capital, an 8% tax is laid on the
net incomes of individuals above $6000 and of corporations above, $3000.;r The pro-
visions of this law are exceedinglyfcomplicatec” .

5. Taxes on Luxuries. It is natural that heavy raxes should be levied upon
luxuries. Some of the important commodities in this class are: intoxicating liquors,
soft drinks, automobiles, jewelry, sporting goods, cameras, chewing gum, playing
cards, yachts, admissions to places of amusement, dues of societies and organizations.
The taxes on all such commodities are paid directly by the manufacturer and in-
directly by the consumer in higher prices

6. Taxes on Necessaries. Luxuries cannot pay all the taxes, Large sums
must be raised by| taxing the common necessities aFlifc. Taxes are therefore placed
upon medicines, toilet articles, railroad tickets, long distance telephone service, tel-
egrams, postal service, insurance policies, express and parcel post packages, and numer-
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the intention that it mav be of use to the enemy. In regard to all suach matters the
safe rule for the loyal citizen is to mind his own business and keep his mouth shye.

(Penalty: $10,000 fine, 2 yrs. mpnsonmcnt or both.)

2 Violence and Wilful Destruction of Property. The law 1s lying in wait for

the man who burns or blows up bridges, warchouses, and the like. Such acts may
be treasonable as wing aid and comfort to the enemy,” while they are in addition
fws of the separate states, The federal government has placed

crimes against the
opemll nalties upon violent interference with commerce, shipping, and telegraph

(3]00'0 fine, 10-20 yrs, imprisonment, or both).

x 4 Di.wrhmc orugn Relations. To make false statements for the pur t_
ta

- of injuring the Unite tes in its relations with a foreign nation is a crime,
! also a crime to conspire in the United States to injure the public property of &

mt with which we are at peace. (Penalty: 35000 fine, 5 yrs. lmpnsonmem,

or both.)

4. Hw‘ih Acts Against Friendly Nations. Our neutrality laws forbid makir
this country the base of any hostile opzrations or expeditions against fncngl &nm
the Welland

~ Persons were recently conwcted in New York for plotting to blow a
Clnl and others for scheming to cause a rebcllwn in India. (Penalty mﬁq

71'& imprisonment.) ¢

l.'-

5:6@% of False Statements io Aid the Enemy, A lie may be a {"
1st us. Those who make or repeat false statements for the purpose ¢

" -; g with m mhtary or naval success while we are at war are liable to
ﬂm £-- 20 yrs. imprisonment, or both).

) in the Army and Navy. The Germans have won
y by insidiously undﬂ'mlmng the morale of the Allied e
m to incite to disloyalty, insubordination, mut'ny, or

ﬂuulfomubym method whatsoever. Men who
4_ ﬁtp-'t of our :mbm:r forces although not actually 1
)0 fine. mmimmmt,m both.) &




treason, insurrection, or farcible resistance to any fedsral law. A severe penalty is - SN

-

attached ($5000 fine, 5 yrs. imprisonment, or both).

12, Failure to Report Violations of the Lew., Heavy punishments are visited
upon those who harbor violators of the law or fail to make known facts in their pos-
session regarding crimes and conspiracies, whcther carried out or not, lgtmlt the R P
United States. (Penalty: $10,000 fine, 2 yrs. imprisonment, or both.) s

TRADING WITH THE ENEMY

A loyal citizen might easily violate this prohibition without knowing it.

You should know, therefore, that : L herie

The Enemy R
' Ak
1s composed of the following classes. B
- S
" H:: !}eh;f'

. Every person who lives in Germany, Austria, or the territory of their “ Phy

§4 o
or in any territory occupied by them; e. g., Belgmm.
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2. Every person living outside the United States who does m il* "! 5,
enemy territory. - e R 1?;‘ *ff*..;,‘

3.  very corporation created by Germany or her allies. R A S

4. Corporations not created by the United States or the m
doing business in enemy territory.

The”
hﬂ'dhn

‘government, mbdtmm cities, offi




TRADING WITH ANY FOREIGN COUNTRY WITHOUT A LICENSE

we are 3000 miles from the seat ofjwar. Shipping has become vital problem.
The government must be able to use every American ship for the purposes which are

most important at the moment. Therefore no one may engage in the import of

export trade without a license)'which subjects the holder to regulation and control
(Penalty: $5000 fine, 2 yrs. imprisonment, of be th.) |

IGNORING THE WAR RESTRICTIONS LAID UPON YCUR BUSINESS

1. Businesses Which Are Prohibited. Wr must save food. It is therefore for-

‘*;f.“:.;.‘ | _% to use any food products in making whisky or any distilled enirits to be used

| llahew

$ mmﬂ'&id Must Be Licensed. Those who produce, store, or distri
Mdhﬁ: except farmers and retail merchants, mnybereqmredby
mubmtﬁmmmmmbwmnndamnmmt
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WHAT THE NATION ASKS YOU TO DO

Patriotism 1$ not content with m:cying the letter of the iaw. The IOYII Cili

will gladly do more than he is obliged to do. The nation is relying upon this vol-

untary cooperstion of all the people.

Our government is still requesting of us many things which European nations
have been obliged to command. It rests with us to make compulsion unnecessary.
America, therefore, makes her appeal to your loyalty to do four things:

Save Food! a7 2 L.
“Food will win the war. Do not waste 1t.” Mg
We must feed ourselves and our Allies.

Raise a garden and eat perishable foods.
Follow the rules of the Food Administrator.

Save Fuel! . .

Domtbu'nnnudhnly Anmmmmmm
vadmddmd:fmm




Buy Thrift Stamps!
Buy Liberty Bonds!

GIVE!

The government encourages you to give generously to relieve the sufrerings
and add to the comforts and happiness of the victims ot war.

Give to the Red Cross. Your money is needed to help care for the wounded
soldier.

Give to the Army Y. M.C. A. Your money is needed to provide recreation,
clean amusements, a touch of home, for the boys in camp and trench.

Give to the Armenian and Syrian Relief and Similar needs. Your
money is needed to save the lives of men, women, and children who are actually

WORK!

There is something you can do to help win this war.
Acquaint yourself with the countless opportunities for service.
Find out which is yours.

Do it!




