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T H E S T A T E U N I V E R S I T Y A N D R E L I G I O U S E D U C A T I O N 

When the federal constitution was framed, ii writers omitted any 
provision for a re la t ionship hot ween the S ta te and reli on. They 
look the view, or appear to have taken the view, that, the State i 
politieai ent i ty should not unde r t ake to interfere in ma t t e r s of COn-
clence. The various stales, as they have adopted their constitutions 

on admission to the Union, have taken the same at t i tude. Some criti< 
of our const i tut ion and form of government have, therefore, said at 
times that the federal const i tut ion and the s ta te const i tut ions were 
Godless and that our governments were Godless governments . Th< 
criticism is illogical and unt rue . It is illogical because to say the con­
stitution is Godless because Cod is not mentioned In it is to assume 
the very point to be proved, namely, tha t the Inclusion of religion 
provisions is a necessary part of a political consti tut ion. It is unlru 
because the men who made the const i tut ion, the people who lived and 
live under it, and those who have had to do with its in terpreta t ion 
have been and are God-fearing and God-loving people. One might 
as well say that the cha r t e r of an industr ial or commercial corpor, Ion 
is Godless because t h e Deity is not mentioned in it. The omission 
simply indicates that , in the opinion of those who framed the char te r 
or the const i tut ion, the organizat ion In quest ion was not one in which 
religious provisions belong. 

The fathers of our country showed their wisdom in depar t ing a 
they did from the Old World custom of mingl ing politics and religion, 
a' trying to coordinate political and religious life by s ta te action. I'n 
loubtedly, they were led to take the view they did for two rea 

One* of these was their profound conviction that religion is a ma er 
a individual conduct, a responsibil i ty of the individual con ience; a 

r between the individual and his God and. perhaps, between the 
individual and Other individuals whose religious convictions are like 
his own. .Many of the E t iers of our colonies had gone through bit ter 

tperiences In their a t t empt tO gain religious freedom. They knew 
wh It \ I tO have their religious beliefs dictated to them by political 
tUthority. Tl y knew what it meant to have other people give color 

to their I 111 -; and try to d ic ta te limits to the action of their - n 
en \, They had gone through the bitter stm le of trying t 

knov. God i they saw him ami understood him, In the fa > of at 
tempts of political au thor i th to make them e ami unders tand ^\od 

others v. aid hav< them. The o-called oml Ion of c*od from the 
mi tUtiOO WS . thcrefor< nothing more nor less than a recognition 

f the right Of *'\*iy individual tO freedom of religious opinion. It 
v. 4 Virtually a negat ive declarat ion that under that const i tut ion n 

lid ever ho 6d lO mat te r s of reli] MIS belief 

Moi an f< fathers Knew their hintorj Th wore not 
far removed In time I'roin the bin • ip •; the ||) m. w 
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not have (he benefits of rel igious InHtrucI m Will b-'.s rloef i 

np]\ that the Importance of religious In tructlon B | rl of th n< 
rj training of youth i not full) n gnJ I, lnd< fully /<•< v. 

x \ by tli tan of publicly supported m litutions as hy those of 
the ailed denominational InstItul Ions. 

There la i implote edu ition without religious ti Ding The 
most Important phi ol education Is the development of char; i 
Character cannot he develop I In the b< i\ ense v thout belief in, 

ith in, Qod, ) >r 1 do not agree with thoi p >ple who, under ti 
u> presentation of alleged scientific facte in anthropology and 

arch riogy, allege that our morals are wholly the re nil of habits es 
tablished by the influence of our environment. I believe that there 
9 in the hear! of men a pr imordia l ins t inc t ive belief in a Deity; t ha t 

that belief is the bas is Of s t a n d a r d s of conduc t ; that those s t a n d a r d s 
of induct determine in large measure, at least, the relation of th* 
individual not only to the God in whom he bel ieves, but to his fellow-
men, chi ldren of the s a m e God. I know that this is an old-fa.-hi- 1 
point of view. I know that many en thus i a s t i c young s tudents of an 
thropology, psychology and sociology, th ink they have found in th* 
study of tht cien 3 truths that will enable them to do without G 1 
be ause, forsooth, these facts may he used in such a way as to explain 

way line pa r t i cu l a r concept ion of the Deity which they may have 
had. There fo re , some of t hem tell us t ha t our God, your God and 
mine, is the cr ition of our imaginat ion , the resu l t of hab i t s adopted 
long ago by our forefa thers and pe rpe tua ted and s t r eng thened th rough 
env i ronmen t and the he r ed i t a ry influences of succeeding gene ra t i ons 
They undertake to explain the wonders of the uni\ • as merely ; y-
chologi ii or physical or chemical phenomena, and, therefore, ar< 
to paral morals and standards of morals from the idea of God. 1 do 
not myself 1 believe. It is, indeed, possible to descr ibe God and tlo 
univ< se, if you please, In the terms of any one of the different 

lence ; but descriptions of that kind are not explanations of tin 
nd, therefore, do not do away with the necessity [or a great 

original luse. Admitting the existence of a great original cause, we 
must necessarily admit, it seems to me, that our conduct, that is, our 
morals , our idea of duty not only to God but to one ano ther , mus t 
b b; ed largely, if not wholly, upon our concept ions of what God 1 
and what he requirei of us. From my point of view, therefore morals 
depend largely upon religion. Since education, up io a certain point 
at any rate, is primarily the development of character, and in< 
character is, after all, the training in moral standards, and sin< o train 
Ing in moral standard depends upon religious belief, it follow that 
religious training 1 a nec.e ary part of a complete edu ition, 

'Die religion difficulties of college bo\.; and girls usually a n 
from the na tu ra l tendency tO laxity that Coinos from Midden 1 le. 0 
from parental authority, and also, In part, from the false oust! of 
ff m which Ihey gel in their- in.,! i nc lu s ions into now tie Id 8 of 

thought, it is a curious phenomenon of human nature that when a 
fo-w Held of Inquiry or study Is discovered it dovoi a usually <* 
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opinion, to the fact that literary writer be! •••• vhom an u trl 1 

and unthinking public bow down, hai assumed the role of - 1 
philosopher and prophets of cial progr . attempting to 
the life and purpose of lety without knowing much al i it 
without r asonin is fairly and h ally a such dis< u r 
In my opinion, much of the moral s l ime tha t has smiivli 1 the ugh 
of the | ople, young and old, in the past t\ mty y a h me fro 
the literature of the da> and not from tl i bin f the >lleg 
i\> be sure, some pi tonal social mtlst are equally guilty, it 
is no wonder that young pooplo have b< n led astray by the light of 
supposed authority, [f your teachei n the \\ y l un 
to do much od, they must command r< port as authoritl in th r 
subjects, as well as for the profundity and ton. Ity of their reli 
faith. 

Since a state university cannot, under the constitution and 
laws, provide the religious training neces ary to a > >mi >te and w .1 
rounded education, it must be provided in some other waj In tl 
past the churches in the locality where a university ei ited, mom' 
o\ the faculty o( the university and other citi >ns of the I ality intei 

d in such matters have always interested thorn >lv< in providing 
opportuniti 3 for religious study to the students of the unh 
This method was feasible when the numbers of students were ill 
but after all, local churches had their own constituent! and the uttei 
tion which pastors and members of these churches could Ive to Idi 
tional attendants or adherents from the university In the neighboi 
hood was mea r and certainly not adequate to promote tin n 
ligious vy ire o( the young people themselves it wa wd 

i that some special measures would be nec< sarj to moot the 
ation Thirl years a i or more i heard the subject discussed ,m 
th proposal made that the various denomina t ions es tab l i sh the i r u n 
inst i tut ions or Inst i tutes in localities where s ta t . univers i t i . ex d 
,() Kiv( iai attention to the young men and young worn, awa 
from hom who were members of their denominations it was s n< 
tiin fieult. to he sure, to -nv ineeh al pastor and >met th 
ofl of the denominations that spe a] provision wa m T 

that a i ii n I existed Too many of them were content t re a 
their dutj i dmio by acclaiming the alleged ( listen ess of the h tl 
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