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HE FOLLOWING are
extracts from news-

papers and letters
relative to the Uni-
versity of Illinois

Coaching Course
and some of Illinois Coaches.

These are submitted to persons
who may be interested in a Course
in Athletic Coaching and Physical

Education that they may under-
stand how others view us.
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GEORGE HUFF

Director, Department of Physical Education
University of Illinois
Urbana, Illinois

Copyright 1992
Clarence L. Welsh
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THE DAILY BULLETIN

THURSDAY, JULY 24, 1919

41 HE University of Illinois has the
QJJB g&” distinction of being the first in-

L:"'%‘ ’}"l) stitution to offer a four-year
) C course in athletic coaching lead-
ﬁ“, (ﬁ ing to a degree, and a large num-
ber of Central Illinois boys are

considering entering the new school in Sep-
tember. The school opens Sept. 22.

Most coaches, thus far, have been educated
to be doctors, lawyers, or engineers, for in-
stance. Coaching as a life work was often a
stop-gap or an afterthought. Beyond their
own experience in athletics they have been
self-taught as coaches. But the day of the
self-made coach, it is predicted, is passing.
Few colleges or high schools are willing to
allow their teams to be practice material for
would-be coaches, who plan to pick up their
training as they go along. Besides, it takes
toolong. The demand for trained coaches is
immediate and pressing for the war has given
a tremendous stimulus toathletics and physi-
cal education.

What will the prospective coach study?
Baseball, football, basketball, track, and field
athletics, swimming, gymnastics, hygiene,
training and massage, anthropometry, play-
ground management, and the organization of
teams. There will be classroom work and
training on the field as well. In addition to
these technical training courses there will be
required courses such as education, psychol-
ogy, rhetoric, and public speaking, and the
student will have general elective courses

from which to choose. So he will have a
pretty fair general education on top of his

special training.

Bloomington, IllI.
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Education Carries the Ball

%1 HE WEST is nothing if not ag-
Y RdY/| Sressive and revolutionary. The

| §7¢)| descendants of the pioneers who
\n pushed into the prairie country
B 3 and made it what it is today are
still imbued with the pioneering
spirit, and this spirit had entered into that
mostdignified and staidrealm, the university,
where it plays today a conspicuous role. Yet
it is not without a measure of surprise that
one reads that the University of Illinois is
¢iving a four-year course in athletic coaching.

And yet, why not? The call for men and
women who understand the training of the
human body, who can coach it so as to bring
outits physical perfections, who know human
psychology, so that they can build up school
spirit and term spirit—that form of idealism
that sacrifices personal glory for the ultimate
s00d of an entire team—is far greater than the
supply. He whois trained to do these things
with expert skill has made a contribution to
life. He has helped those younger than him-
self to prepare, in a physical and moral sense,
for the battle of life. The youth who has had
it pounded into him until it becomes a creed,
thathe must play his games fair, is not apt to
soil his hands by later contact with a wider
world than that of the college campus. The
seeds of idealism live long years.

At first, the Illinois coaching school was
openedas asummer course. Soonitbecame
apparent that the value of a college education
to a coach was of inestimable worth. As in
every other walk of life, it is the trained matter
below the scalp that counts. Athletics showed
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the same willingness and eagerness to absorb
its leaders of higher education that the busi-
ness showed. During 1919 athletic coaching
was made a four-year course. The result
will be more abundantly equipped men hold-
ing athletic control. Athletics must neces-
sarily benefit because of this contact.

George A. Huff, is director of the course in
athletic coaching at the Illinois University.
Whois Huff? Huff is a college man himself.
He began his career at the University of Ill-
inois in 1889. He made the football and the
baseball teams. Later, he attended Dart-
mouth Medical College and played football
and baseball there. In 1895 he came to Illi-
nois as coach of the football and baseball
teams. Jake Stahl, leader of the Boston
Americans when they won a World’s Cham-
pionship, learned baseball from him. Other
players he developed are Carl Lundgren, for
eight years with the Cubs; Pitcher Fred
Falkenberg, Ray Demmitt, late of the Yan-
kees, and Jack Bradley. During the sum-
mer months he acted as a big league base-
ball scout and he unearthed such stars as
Tris Speaker, Ed. Ruelbach, King Cole and
Hans Lobert.

By all means let us have athletic coaches
who are college trained. The more college
learning, college tradition, college ideals that
filter through the trades and professions, the
better. It is inevitable that this class of
training must tell, and it is fitting that it
should be evident in so wide a range as is
covered by the athletic amusements of a

great people.
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Wm. J. Rennie, Waukegan, [llinois. April 27, 1920.

ssammwran| | WAS my privilege toattend your
e PPl Summer School Course  for
Coaches during the summer of
1919. Any success I have had
here I attribute to the knowledge
of fundamentals which was ob-
tained from the courses which I took in your

Tom Jol
ber 21, 1

school. ment

“The courses have proven to be of inesti- found
mable value to me in all phases of my ath- that
letic work. will w

‘“Enclosed please find a newspaper account footbs
of my football season this year. You will duriny
notice that we won 8 out of 9 games. During nume
my past two seasons in basketball we have 11lino;
won 34 and lost 9 games.”’ mer (
Wiley R. Wright, Duval High School, Jacksonville, Florida, Nov. 9, 1921 o d o g::

““1 was there part of the summer for the “Th
Coaching Course and feel that I owe my the U:
success so far to the University. It was work
through Illinois that this place was opened to handli
me and I have worked mighty hard to turn out mer a

a winning team. We have played five games than t
and have won them all.”’ I

Geo. E. Co

S. A. Tenison, Director of Athletics, State Normal School,
Stevens Point, Wisconsin. February 18, 1920.

“] thin}{ your Summer Course for Coaches
ral‘l‘ks Onits merits as the bestin the country.
While here at the State Normal School, I

have had good success in football, track and
especially basketball.’’




EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS
TO DIRECTOR HUFF REGARDING
THE COACHING SCHOOL

Tom Johnson, Marinette High School, Marinette, Wisconsin, Decem-
ber 21, 1921.

N REGARD to the Coaching
School, the most important
things that I gathered were the
fundamentals of every game, es-
pecially football. I am a firm
believer in teaching g¢ood funda-
mental football before any other thing. I
found out to my own satisfaction as a coach
that a team well drilled in fundamentals
will win out in the long run. Fundamental
football is one thing that Zup stressed all
during the six weeks’ course. I have heard
numerous remarks about the University of
Illinois Coaching School, especially the Sum-

mer Course.

R. N. Fargo, Physical Director, Joliet Twp. High School, Joliet, Ill.,
Dec. 15, 1921,

“The Summer Course which I attended at
the University has been a lot of help in my
work this yvear. After the year’s experience
handling coaching, I feel that another Sum-
mer at Illinois would be even more valuable

than the last.’’

Geo. E. Cooper, Director of Athletics, Tempe Normal School of Arizona
Tempe, Arizona, June 21, 1920.

“Thanks to your pointers furnished melast
year (attended 1919 Summer School), I was
able to turn out my Second State Champion-
ship Baseball Team in the three years that 1
have been here. We have been credited with
one Championship in Basketball.”’
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ILLINI AND HARVARD HOLD
HONORS OF STIRRING GRID YEAR

ZUPPKB ELEVEN DESERVES TITLE AMONG BIG TEN

xcmUr SL<)19-

'E MOST successful football year since the adoption of the for-
ward pass and ten yard line rule thirteen years ago came to a
successful close Saturday, when | Hingis won the western

conference championshipby defcatinfrOliio State, 9to 7, and Harvard
triumphed over Yale by a score of 10 to 3.

In winning from Ohio State, |llinois deserves all the credit
which possibly can be bestowed on the coaches and players. It
developed into ateam of remarkable strength inless than a month's
time. Although beaten by Wisconsin in the middle of the year,
It showed the proper football stuff by going into succeeding battles
with renewed fight, which resulted in winning the title.

Crippled, But Still in Game.
lIlIinois Is one of the gamest elevens which has appeared on a
~tern gridiron In years. Some of the players were hurt In the
early part of the year; yet few of them were laid off long enough to
recover entirely. They were sent into games when 'they should
have been In the stands. They did not complain or protest. They

ssmply did what they were told, no matter how panful, and this
accounts for the championship.

Like the team of the last two years, [lIlinols was improving as
the season grew older, while Ohio did not show a marked advance-
ment since its game with Michigan in mid-season. Coach Zuppke"
knew the Buckeye attack and he knew how to stop Hurley. That he
accomplished his purpose was shown all through the champion-
ship battle. It was a great victory for the Orange and Blue eleven,
Dut a bitter disappointment to the Scarlet and Gray.
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