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THE GREAT CONDITION

“There can be but one i1ssue. The set-
tlement must be final. There can be
no compromise. —PRESIDENT WILSON

Peace that is not conclusive is not worth having. The can-
clusiveness of peace depends on the attainment of the nghtem
purpow of thc war. Peace terms proposed in the hope that

restore harmony and goodwill, are futile and foolish. The iméf

l- 1

a life, or of a million lives, is not the worst thing that could I :::;:_';l_-

to the world. There are things more precious than life.

If these statements are true, and I take it that we all
that they are, the flabby peace-monger is worse than foolish.
dangerous. He asks for peace not to establish pnnciple
avold danger and trouble and unsightliness. His moraﬂ
perverted. His scale of moral values is unsound. He would st
the back of the hissing rattlesnake because of the mottl e
its skin.  He would pacify the untamed tiger by
and offering him a bit of the raw beef he is
snake may respond to the patting. m

stomach with more meat, even thoum&
himself.

The people among us whe
grouped roughly into three

the “peace by mscum cople ; a
;m ,i"’f _*1., )
by £ ’t | -. :
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—who would rather risk a master’s lash than the loss of a hand or

1

the sight of bloodshed.
Reside them is the traitor who lauds the beauties of Pﬂ&

because his purse 18 filled and he is false to the nation that has he-
friended him. The undeveloped, the coward, and the traitor are

all in this group together. __"
The peace by discussion people are also peace by compromise
people and are found chiefly among those who think that they

enhance their reputations for being judicial, by proclaiming that h

a contest like this there surely must be wrong and right on M
sides. They are long on pose but short on facts. They empbam 3
the iniquity of Great Britain towards the American colonies,
forget to mention the establishment of the South African Feder
tion. They have nothing to say about the moral magnanimity oi '
America in freeing Cuba but much about her treatment of
Indians and the lmqumes of the Mexican War. Some of t

telf us that the Gemany and never saw any exh:hl

orld is noy




hut only on his own terms, which im‘lutlc no sackcloth and ashes on
his part for the infamies of the past.”

We cannot plumb the depths of the futility of the “peace by
.ili“uqemn ])I‘n]mmllh without an understandmg of the German |
peace proposals. [n Germany, as elsewhere, there are various
groups of ' ‘would-be peace makers.” There are some in Germany
who talk of peace without annexation and would gwe back to all
belligerents the territory which they had at the outbreak of the war,
provided Germany be left with a consolidated influence or power
over Central Europe and the Near East. There are those who would
restore the Pre-War status in territory and let each belligerent and
victim bear its own burden of rehabilitation. A large party demands
the increase of German sea-power with seaports on the coast of
Belgium and France, and the coal mining districts of the latter.
Another demands the realization of the dream of “mittel Europa.”
Another adds to this the dream of “Berlin to Bagdad. Othm
insist on the restoration of a colonial empire, not in the scattered
fragments which made up the colonies which she has lost, MW v
solid block of territory and people from the East to the Wm agt. =
of Africa, so that in the years to come Germany could '
of black men and, from that vantage point, once m
the domination of the world. There are others W
tent with annexations of Russian temtary% *S;t
if not all, of these programs include fre
GERMANY-—meaning that Gemmy ave
and a fleet such that no other power would --‘-”’ re a
Germany must have a controlling in .-
that continent must be opm q er col
their duty to theu' lm W,
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time when our efforts were regarded as negligible, and the Sdme
remark will now apply to us. This same writer tells his countrymen
that they are too impatient. He warns them that it will be a score
or more of years before the economic and political disintegration
wh:ch the war has started will show themselves. “Then”, he tells
s, “the true time of harvest will have come. "’ Being pious, as well
as patriotic, he also tells his fellowcountrymen that the Biblical
phrase applies in their case, —“Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and all these things shall be added unto you”. “First bring about
the peace by understanding, which guarantees German political in-
dependence, territorial integrity and freedom of economic develop-
ment, then Germany will have shown herself so strong that all
these things shall be added unto her.”
These are the views of various parties in the German Empmc.
The government, while neither expressly accepting nor rejecting
any of the programs has held itself in a position to adopt any or all y
~of them according to the military conditions at the close of the war.
ther words, the peace proposals of the German govemmm 3




people in Germany are all agreed. It is that the settlement of the
war shall secure enlarged power and increased resources for Ger-
many at the expense of somebody. Along with this declaration
goes the refusal, sometimes tacit and sometimes expressed, to admit
that her aggression on her neighbors for her own aggrandizement is
wrong and must not be repeated. The consideration of this point

brings us to a discussion of the aims of the third group of peace . ;
advocates mentioned at the beginning, the “peace by principle” ..1
people. ;

This group of our own people, comprising without doubt a
vast majority of those who desire to see peace re-established, are
those who take the ground that the primary condition of the restor-
ation of peace is the establishment of a certain fundamental principle
of political morality which Germany has violated. Variaus:ljr' o .
phrased, this principle is that might does not make right in inter-
national dealings any more than in individual affairs ; that no nat!ﬂn' L
‘may now commit with impunity, acts of aggression upon its neigh-
bors; that civilization may not again be trampled on in war b! “"{(
outrages that break down centuries of progress of law and a A
that war, even if it must be waged shall not be camd m inde | f e

outrage, and destruction. To establish the pmetple hu "},:
exIl’l‘«ztsse‘:d is the GREAT CON DITION oﬁ peace. To end the wa
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As remarked before, the position wh'ich some people take
that if Germany will retire frorp the com'nncs she has conql}e
“and will provide for the economic restoration of devasted territe
peace, 1S fundamentally wrong, unless hat
restoration is made in the spirit of repentanc'e for her evil ¢ ..f':
and as evidence of her full acceptance of thfe principle here dese bed
as the GREAT CONDITION. For, be it repeated; .whatever
. demnities may be paid ; whatever restoration of territory may .-‘_ _.
made ;—nay even if she were able to recall the dead to life and
restore the population she has murdered ; 1f she were able to col
the ashes and gases into which by her destruction she has dissip
the accumulated wealth of ages; even if she were able to restore
the conditions that prevailed before the war both within her ow
boundaries and elsewhere —we shall have failed to win the
unless in addition Germany freely accepts or is compelled to submit
to this Great Condition. Well would it be if by some miracle th
people of Germany could have a change of heart that would leac
~ them to accept this principle and give evidence of their repentar
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- by such restoration as I have just described. But there i
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- evidence of such a spirit of repentance or even of regret. On t
- contrary, they tell us that France shall be bled white, that the pows
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producing a war that would enhance the aggrandizement of the ag-
gressor. But it 1s established lnxoml cavil that for two generatlons,
or more, German policy has been shaped to this end. Upon
Germany, therefore, rests the moral responsibility for the mniquity.
She cannot claim even an equal division of the guilt on the ground
that the war is a clash of economic and cultural systems, for she
molded her system to produce the war.

The illustration, however, happily serves to teach a lesson
of a different kind. The Civil War wwas such a conflict of differing
social organizations. The principles on which these two organiza-
tions respectively rested were so different that only one could sur-
vive. They could not exist side by side. The conflict could not be
settled by compromise or discussion. There could be no negotiated
peace. President Lincoln was not deluded on this point. He knew
that “Rebellion not crushed would be rebellion triumphant.” The

same is true in the present crisis. The system of government for
which militaristic, autocratic Germany stands cannot exlst side byaﬁ?

Let us not deceive ourselves on this matter. If the Alw_

the survival of an autocracy powerful enough to begin :
world war, it will destroy civilization. Never can tha WM be safe

for democracy. Therefore, there can be no

n.*

by compromise or negotiation or discussion. One system of pol
and economic organization or the other must 'f .*. Vil to
defeat. We must so punish this autocracy an ::.j sh i

at least for generations to come it will not re T




';ul.cnflcss of a c‘o'n.ql?m‘cd ‘ ‘fqu , :.uult this war will not pe endeq,
however or whenever it closes, until, hfty Or seventy-fiye years -_
now, bitterness is forgotten and the spirit of “live and Jet hvel:??
accepted by all the nations concerned, those who are beaten 46 il is
those who win.

But how shall we know? How can we tell whether and when 4
Germany either accepts or submits to the great condition that
autocracy must be destroyed and the principle of self-determination
and self-government, the prmc:lple that right makes might, estal. '-'
lished and obeyed? The answer 1s that, “By their fruits ye
know them.” If Germany were to accept the principle, she would
of her own free will do the things which the Allies have outlined a: :

iecessary to a settlement. She would renounce annexations : ua“
restore devastation. Of her own free will she would atone '
mrder, outrage and destruction. She would restore to those w
'- espoiled. She would do penance for the murders she

.1
"'.-

~ committed. But there is no likelihood that she will do these s
- of her own iree w:ll and so show that she accepts in humnhty




5. Turkish rule must be hmited to 1Turks only.

6. The individual violators of humanity and law, those who
have been responsible for and those who have actually committed,
the acts of murder and personal outrage in Belgium, France, Russia,
Poland. Servia and Armenma, must be punished.

i 7. The Balkan question must be settled as far as possible
“by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance
and nationality”, and international guarantees of their stability and
independence must be given by a council of the nations.

8. Poland must be restored.

g. There must be readjustments of frontiers in proper
cases so as reasonably to consolidate national groups and afford due
national resources.

1o. Germany’s colonies may be restored to her only if ade-
quate guarantees are secured (1) that they will not be made hatch-
ing grounds for plots against her neighbors; (2) that the consent
of the people and those of neighboring communities shall be secured;
(3) that she shall not organize in them armies of natives; (4) mat:-
the colonies will be governed in the interests of the people of the
colonies and not for exploitation. She should not be left in a p 5
tion in Africa in which, for example, she can again ch&kme 4o,
to Cairo” Railway. oo X

11. Germany must restore that mrt of ﬂn
which she has illegally destroyed.

- 12. All nations must
mlhtary and naval
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shall go on until this principle which 1 have called the Great Con.
dition is securely established ; that the power of autocracy shall e
finally broken ; that no government, or people, or nation, may, with
impunity, aggrandize itself through the destruction of the liberties
and rights and property of another government, or people, or nation,
It is of the highest importance that we shall develop throughout the
country a public spi‘rit that will not yteld on this point, but will
insist on attaining our purpose; so that, if by any possibilty dark
days come and weak-kneed people join in clamor to be relieved from
the frightful strain of the war by a settlement which will not estab-
lish this principle, the people of America will sternly refuse and
~ will push out of their way all who impede them in the attainment
af ﬁus mghty purpose and insist that our Governmeﬁt shall stand
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be a real p S Gemmn has waged three
,_,,:ﬁ: ach time :nhe has added through those




