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- world meaning, that problems are raised which America must aid in

.
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~ know from our school books that Islam began with Mohammed

- century a civilization without a contemporary mml We
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THE NEW ARAB KINGDOM AND THE FATE OF THE
MUSLIM WORLD

In the autumn of 1916, a bored newspaper correspondent at Wash-
mgton amused his readers with an account of a new power, somewhere
in Arabia, whose request for recognition had caused our Department of
State no little search to discover its exact location. Shortly after,
professional orientalists were afforded that first of all proofs that a
state actually exists: stamps marked “"Hijaz Post.” Since then, the
metropolitan papers have occasionally devoted two or three lines to
the advance made by the sultan of that country east of the Jordan and
little more has béen contributed by our periodicals.

Prophecy has never been more at a discount than at the present,
and yet we may venture the prediction that here we have an event of

settling, that the historians of the future may see in this event one of T
the most important results of the war. Americans have devoted little '
enough attention to the Near Eastern Question as a whole; the Arablan
phase is virtually unknown.

What has happened is no less than the rebirth of Islam. Wc au

- Mecca, that under his immediate successors it coaquemd th@
part of the civilized world, and that there was within the

- remember that the orlgnal Arab rulers were supplanted '

rs, and Turks and .'dla.t the mwimnm,, was transformed and then




ability, and, where he has not bcctn L‘:‘)I:I'lllﬂcti lu'y intcrmarriagc With
other races or by so-called “Liberalism’ 1n the guise of the pro-Germay
“Young Turk,” he is, man for man, the equal (f( his western brother of
similar social standing. Unfortunately, he is a northerner ruling
southerners. He is slow, stolid, solid, rather contemptuous of the may
from the south who is quicker in guile as in the field of the intelleg,
He takes over and patronizes, by virtue of his being a better soldier
and ruler, a culture he is incapable of producing. To the man of the
south, he is a northern barbarian, speaking a language which has ng
connection with the sacred speech used by the Prophet and preserved
~ toposterity in the Koran. He clings to customs which are only nominal.
- ly glossed over by the Sacred Law and is no fit successor to the Prophet.
"~ The Arab has never forgotten that his was and 1s the sacred language,
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~ that the Koran can rightly be read only in Arabic, that from his race
- came the Prophet, that in his land are found the four holy cities of
- Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem, and Hebron, and that all the cities most
~ intimately connected with the glories of the Caliphate—Alexandria,
. Baghdad, still speak Arabic. He would be more than
ihe not look forward to the day when once more from Mecca
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that the original Bulgars had been Turanians and so fit allies for the
Turks, Muslim intellectuals 1n Trans-Caucasian Russia longed for the
day when they should be restored to Turkey. To the debit side of the
account must be placed the complete alienation of all the other nationali-
ves in Turkey, Muslim equally with Christian. When the Great War
began, the Arabic,-speak ng peoples were ripe for revolt.

‘Before any overt act occurred, Turkish officials seized and killed the
Syrian leaders in several cities. Among the patriots thus executed
were members of the tribe of the Sherif of Mecca, a descendant of the
Prophet, and the official head of the sacred city. Already predisposed
to revolt by the “Liberalism” of Enver Pasha and the Committee fo
Union and Progress, by their scarcely concealed agnosticism, and by
the deliberate abrogation of provisions of the Sacred Law laid down in
the Koran itself, the Arabs felt themselves provoked beyond endurance.
In a ringing address to ““all our Muslim brethren,” Husein, the son of
Ali, appealed to Allah as judge, in the words of the Book, mourned thl;
loss of Muslim prestige brought about by the Young Turk fiascoes
Iripoli and the Balkans, and its present perilous p He c

demned the horrors of deportation; the murder of leading Musﬁm&‘_ e
banishments and confiscations of property belonging to the

families of victims. Then he told of the revenge taken by

garrison for the revolt of Mecca, how a shell fell bnt

very house of Allah, how the rug that covered th; :-f; d Black Stc
was fired, the despair of the pious as t.hggr saw it an ‘the killibgy
. WO"ShlPPers every day within the sacred precincts until worshi
perforce dlscontmued No wester can realize the thri
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The war in the Near East has ended in the complete triumph of o
allies and on]y the political settlement remains. A son of the Sherif
has arrived in Paris, has been assigned two delegates at the confercnce

and has given tea to American correspondents. Already we can See,
at least in outline, the problems which must be solved. First, g pew
state has come into the world; and, whatever aid 1t may receive from
the Entente Powers, it must be mdependent In every sense, or Muslim
thought will be outraged. At present, it occupies only the Hejaz, the
strip along the west coast of Arabia, with the holy cities, plus a line of
advance up the Mecca Railroad to Syria, but its claims are far wider,
even to Syria as a whole. Yemen is in anarchy, with the chance that
the anarchy will be ended with some sort of British rule, for Yemen
forms the back country to Aden, and Aden commands the exit of the
Red Sea, the route to India. The center of the peninsula is the home
- of the fickle wandering tribes or of oasis cities ruled by emirs who may
adxmt the Sultan as first among equals, but will not surrender their
'_ ocal autonomy without a struggle. Oman and the other states along
the seaboard are more or less under British protection; Syria, Babylonia,
b M HC tamm, are actually being administered by British soldiers; next
~ door, acr ' Sea, Egypt is a British protectorate; and

3 f‘ﬁ, ;.,_ , mth its lmndr mﬂlmn Mushms, is likewise British, however
~ much fact may be bY _nat:lve rulcrs w:th splendsd courts.




fanaticism. Babylonia iIs largely occupied by Mnas, or Dissenters, who

among the fanatics of the world. Jlere are the sacred dries of the
Persans, Kerbela, Ngf, Kadhemin, with their minarets plated with

lid gold, their trade In corpses brought from afar to be buried In the
sacred soil where once flowed the blood of All, martyred son-in-law of
the Prophet. To them come bands of pilgrims, who will not give a
drink of water to the fainting traveller, lest he defile the cup by lack
o orthodoxy, who work themselves up into a frenzy In acting the sacred
dramas which relate the death of Hassan and Hussein, the murdered
grandsons of the Prophet, until the blood flows from the self-inflicted
Jounds, and the stranger betakes himself away for safety. Here are
to be found the spiritual leaders of Persia, and from here came the
Impulse for the short lived Persian constitution. Babylonia Is the port

of entry for much of Persia's commerce, she is likewise the center of
Persan lite.

In the mountains to the north and east are the Nestorian Christians,,
further west are the Jacobites, both clinging to the remnants of their
Syriac language and literature. Armenians press into the northern
par o the Mesopotamian area, while many Christians now speak the
Kurdish of their barbarous masters who roam the prairies with their
flocks of sheep and goats, or exchange their black goat's hair tents for
adobe huts without thereby abandoning their rapacious habits. For
the most part, however, Mesopotamia iIs still virgin soil, for even In
antiquity the land was tilled only close to the rivers. The problem
today Is that of the scientific conservation and use of water; this affects
the problem of boundaries. At first glance, no finer example of a
scientific frontier could be found, for the Armenian barrier range Is
amogt a straight line from east to west, cut by few and difficult passes,
and with the population on the two sides essentially different In type.
Today, when irrigation Is the great problem, we see that irrigation must
he based on the Euphrates, not the Tigris, and that Inevitably means
the control of the Euphrates watershed far to the north of the barrier
range by the power which owns Mesopotamia.

Central Syria affords a problem of more than usual complexity.
The inhabitants of Mount Lebanon are among the best of the earth In
physical and mental strength. Unfortunately, half are Christians, the
other half Druses, an unorthodox Muslim sect, and warfare between
the two Isthe one theme of Lebanon history. The Christians are largely
Maronites, Syrians reconciled with the Latin Church, who have been
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