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Standards In Freshman Rhetoric 

at the University off Illinois 

n .-., -..; UNIVERSITY Of I1LINOIS SENATI C O M M I I I I I O N :>IUDI rJT I rJ- H AND m i 

• H PUtUSHED BY TH! UNIVIRSITY Of UMNO' URBANA. ILLINOIS, JANUARY 15, I 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOKLET Rhetoric 101 

\ : n univt nil high s< hools have 
lv coi (i ncd v> itli impro\ ing tin qual

ii vvi s v> idcspn .nl is tin 11- i il for 
lv ninunii.it . ih.u efforts toward this end 

tl: tllaboi ion ol man) agencies. It is par-
:'v important that institutions of higher learn-
•id - iul.:!\ schools cooperate in setting stand-

male them known. 
Pamphlets and news letters bearing dircctl) i 

n preparation for college English have 
been i ted by the Illi Association ol reach 
English nd In the Uni\ rsit\ of lllin . hut no one 

:': sc pul t forth comprehensively 
uli s expected of coll< freshmen. The present 

jbli : is d gned to do this for prospective Uni-
h of lllin freshmen. The information here 

m ve u tul to t In >f English 
nd to high-sch students in IKI.II. 

COURSES IN FRESHMAN ENGLISH 

All i hnnn must in i redit for two one-semester 
in Rhetoric or in Verbal Communication. 

Adn. n to th oui • is based on satisfactory 
•in: pn ttst in rhetoric. Students 

the l in t.ii a non-credit remedial cours 
K On J sing this course they arc admit-

Kl '1 . : Verbal Communication 111 
ithout furthei amination. Students doin» <\< <p-

•>•••!! i tin- profit t< si an granted -
ipti' i Rhctoi I'M and ai ven thi« < houi 
•I it t iduation. 

OBJECTIVES OF FRESHMAN RHETORIC 

1 / I \i a ' u-

• I hman Rhctoi 
1 Illi I i ,1 |«, help 

rite ai 
' fh' tivi K. and Jo i d with undi tandini 

OBJECTIVE • ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ H 
Rh< tori( 101 is d« ; d to help u imj 
abilit) to write. 

PLAN 

Vou will learn to v.iitc bctl ••• litii 
a week and b) revisin md improvin 
sition aft( • it has b id ap| 
your instructor and. i nally, h% 
You will study and diS4 u I ctbook d< 
signed t' pve you a f th 
n< ded for i writing. You -̂v ill stud id 6 u.\* 
models <>1 1 writii on n 
by mop experienced writers. You will hav< 
one nference with your insti IT par-
tii id.ir writing problcn With nabl nd 
application on your part, i should I tul 
impro\ ii in writii l>ilit\. 

COURSE RULES AND REQUIREMENTS 

1. Your enrollment in Rh 1 is ] 
for the first three weeks. At th f the th 
week you mav h }\d: . t 
course and to enroll in Rhctorn 
in ovei mini lefi 

You will rc< eivc n< t in th 
have <.U'\u .Ul the i tired woi this ii 
study of all tcxtl »k . nments .. 
and re\ ision ol all written work. 
Ni <>u will he expected to mafc 
80 on a spelling t to b v n dm 
\\c<k <•: the semester, Failure to make tl 
w ill low ii \«-in semes! i a : 
the |"tint <-I failure in tin ui> I i 
the tesl w ill be i h< the lis! in th \ 
book. 

Rhetoric 102 

OBJICTIVIS 

RIK t( 102 U < to In Ip \ 
lit) lo ii vvi h will ai 

http://ninunii.it


Icnentarj instruction in research procedures and in 

logical reasoning. 

PLAN 

In this course you will learn to read better by study
ing reading techniques and by reading and studying 
well-written pieces of factual prose. Your reading 
skill will be gauged by the discernment you show in 
elass discussion of assigned readings, by occasional 
tests, and by weekly written compositions based on 
your reaction to the reading you have done. Your 
study of the prose produced by writers of distinction 
will reveal to you ways in which your own prose style 
could be further improved. 

SPECIAL RULES AND REQUIREMENTS 

1. You will receive no credit in the course unless you 
have done all the required work: this includes 
study and classroom discussion of all assigned 
readings and completion and revision of all writ
ten work. 

2. You will not be allowed to make up late them 
after the thirteenth week of the semester. 

. 1 3. You will be required to have at least one confer
ence with your instructor during the semester. 

1. You will be required to read and report on two 
books recommended or approved by your in
structor. 

5. You will be expected to strengthen and enlarge 
your vocabulary. Your instructor will give you fre
quent tests on the meaning and spelling of words 
used in your assigned reading. You will be ex
pected to make a grade of at least 80 on a spelling 
and vocabulary test to be given sometime toward 
the end of the semester. Failure to make this grade 
will lower your semester grade one letter, even to 
the point of failure in the course. The words on 
the test will be chosen from assigned reading in 
the textbooks. 

DGS 111-112: Verbal Communication 

The Division of General Studies oilers a two-semester 
nil which is equivalent, in terms of college re

quirements, to the combination of Rhetoric 101, 
Rhetoric 102, and Speech 101. The com satisfi. 
the University requirements in rhetoric and the 

>ec4 )i requirement of those colic > which ask that 
then tudenti omplete one semester's work inspeech. 
, v ' i«»1 passim radc «.,, the Rhetoric Place-

1 OJ passin grade in Rhetoric loo. 

OBJECTIVE 

The general objective <>f tru two i mo U i - om < i 
to l,«lp the studcnl improve his prod* icn< y in tie 
related skills of writing, speaking n ading and lis
tening. 

PLAN 

The basic pattern of the work is preti instruction, 
student performance, and retest. In general, the work 
of the first semester consists of expository speakinj 
and writing, with which is correlated the- develop
ment of reading and listening skills. The work of 
the second semester consists of a piobl'-m-solvin 
experience in deliberation upon currently unsolved 
problems of public policv. This project gives training 
in panel discussion, individual speaking, writing, and 
the further development of listening skills. Through
out DGS 111-112 classes meet four times a week-
three times in small di-( ussion sections and once in a 
common meeting for all students. 

RULES AND REQUIREMENTS 

1. Deficiencies in mechanical skills are treated as 
personal limitations to be remedied by the stu
dent's own efforts after consultation with the in
structor or with the- appropriate university clinu 

2. Each student is required to have at least two con
ferences with his instructor and is encouraged t< 
ask for further consultation when he feels the 
need of it. 

PROFICIENCY IN WRITTEN ENGLISH AS A 
REQUIREMENT FOR GRADUATION 

Proficiency in the use of written English is a require -
merit for all undergraduate degrees awarded by the 
Urbana divisions oi the University oi Illinois. Stu-
dents who rccci\c grades of C or D in Rhetoric 102 
or Verbal Communication 112 must take an English 
qualifying examination at the beginning oi their 
junior year. Those who fail to pass this examination 
must, before graduating, take- and pass an extra on, 

semester course in rhetoric Rhetoric 200), 

Related Proficiencies 

So important is the need tor profidenC) m writin 
that the University thinks it wise to u s | IUU 

on the development oi this ability throughout t! 
first o\ its courses in c o m m u n i c a t i o r i n i dit 

Universitj ves all entering freshmen a ,< 



and m.u the facilitie »1 its reading clinic available 
:h deficiencies. 

The Univen also re< rniies the value oi 
ftking, effective listening, and ability to 

nterpret many kinds of graphic devices. Several col-
and departments within others, require one or 

more sw h cou and a considerable number of 
t first-year work in this subject. 

Standards for Judging Freshman Rhetoric 
Wr i t ten Work 

( les on written work range from A to E. They are 
! n content as well as form. Plus and minus 

I to grades are intended to give warning 
>r ei ment but signify nothing in the final 

i >rd. ( lly some instructors give split 
, such B/E. with the B for content or organ

ization and the E for weakness in mechanics or spell-
Such grades, too. must be resolved at the end of 

the semester to conform to the University gradinj 
system. Ordinarily, if the weaknesses indicated by the 
lower g are not cleared up in subsequent themes, 
the lower grade prevails in the permanent record. 

On most theme assignments instructors grade1 

papers according to standards defined below: 

A: The A theme shows originality of thought in 
stating and developing a central idea. Its ideas 
arc clear, logical, and thought provoking: it con
tains all the positive qualities of good writing 
listed below: 

1. Careful construction and organization of sen
tence md paragraphs. 
Careful choice of effective words and phrases. 
Concentration on a main purpose, with ade
quate development and firm support. 

B: I he B theme has a clearly stated central purpose. 
lo'_ ally and adequately developed. Its ideas are 
clear becau it contains some of the positive 
qualiti of good writing. It is comparatively free 
of errors in the u of English. Although indicat
ing ten the B paper lacks the originality 
of thought and style which chai terizes the A 
theme. 

' th< will re. eiv i grade of C. It 
1 i< t organized clearly enough V 

»tl pur) h e n ier. It avoids | Ion 
enon in t! I ;,. it may, in fact, havi 
U II mail it, but it l.uks the vi r 
of th' on whic h would entitle it 

ing 

2. 

3. 

I): i I. ,.„le «.i I) Indicates bi IOM aw < "> 
ment iii expressing idi »rre< tly and eff< 
Most I) themCI c o n t a i n seriou - n o r j i; 

«,i English and fail t<. present a • 
develop it adequately. With moo < ul proof 
re.ulin md fuller development, a y !> ' 
m i g h t be w o r t h a t least (• r a t i n g . 

E: The grade of E usually indicates failure to 
and develop -i main idea. It may also indicat 
failure to avoid serious errors in grammar, [x-li 
ing. punctuation, and ntence structure. Fr< -
man Rhetoric instructors are igr< ! that th 
following are the weakm which characters 
E calibre writing: 

1. Comma splice, or run-together sentences 
2. Sentence fragments 
3. Misspelling of three or more different common 

words 
4. Lack of verb-subject agreement 
5. Lack of antecedent-pronoun agreement 
(). Faulty use of tense 
7. Misrclatcd modifiers 
8. Slovenly penmanship 
9. Inadequate or illogical paragraphing 

10. Inadequate statement or develop] nt of main 
idea 

As a general rule, all instructors will follow this for
mula in grading them 

1. A theme containing one of the above weak
nesses will receive a grade no bettt :: C. 

2. A theme containing two of the above weal 
ne s will receive a grade no 1 ter than D 

3. A theme containing tin 4 the above we; 
ne s will receive a made of E. 

Instructors may occasionally be relu< nt to follow 
this formula in grading a theme- which h 
tional merit in style, idea, or i tent, but you woul 
do well to study all your textbook 1 . b at 
the ten particular writing faults ted abovi 
thus learn to avoid them in your own writing. B 
in mind that iiood id 5 deservt d pi n. 

Final Examinations and Semester Grades 

Final examinations in Freshman Rhetoric are 
marilv tests of prolieienc\ in English, Your i 
in Rhetoric 101, for example, will ey, t you >.l 
examination paper to demonstrate ncJusiveh that 

ou can. and will henceforth, write ( t!\ ai 
ctively even undei pi mre, In *..< \oe. 

emestci A^\C. youi instructor do • not avri 



N >ur tj . n u | indul- in uialhemah, ft) Cftl 

cul M ;nVoh themes, elass <lta ustion, test*, et< 
, »i basis all iuch eviden he irici to dctci 

; M ho* t you .IIC alter .t mester' 
\ pmcl He will ignore low ad. made 

:" the semester If work done later indi 
nuinc and j rmancnt Improvement and he 

will like* snore high earl) prades if later work 
shows inert ing carelessness and lack ol effort, Your 

tructoi always willing to explain grades, but he 
owed to change them. 

Typical Froshman Rhotorlc Proflcloncy Tott 

Thomos 

I .,. h ol the followinj omposii 
1 niverait) oi Illinois fn iman i 101 
pioii, |cn< j U t- 1 he < ommi nt foll< h i 
indie at its ( h id v ikrw i 

rade it would i In EUi y * 
the par* I! will indi i pi live fn 
how his own m position n I be 
versity instrut toi tudy oi tl 
criticisms will sugg ••••• h t • it the 
job of criticizing and impi g his < 

THEMI i. The Greatest man of tin Twentieth century ap capital letter)/' 

I It was a cold morning in the middle of Feburary, and a little 
dark haired man was hurriedly paising up in down they floor of the 

ity hospitle. 
Then all oi a sudden a figure in white came run out of a roon 

:id shutting it's a boy. it's a hoy. the man rushed up to her and said 
a I see him. can I. The nurse tunned and moved her fingure in 

his direction and motioned him in the lilv white room. The man 
hurried to the bedside of his wife. Frist looking at her and then 
both of th< e\ took thi place on a litte white object liying so 

in warm next to it mother, there eyes then mit, and they each 
nild. The man turned and walked slowly down the corador. h 

head high, and his ch :h. 
And it is the b ning of one i >ur new i rut in the Colli 

ngir. In my opinion the greatest man of the twentieth 
tury i my Father wh ning me the opertunitv to 1 

right here know writing this theme. 

Sp (fault. spell ) 
Sp/D Haul dii m) 

V ( b form) 
/Q (quotes)/Co- 'coi .as; 

Q P/i. 'Sp 
II (hyphen)/CS 
Sp/lc (small I P 

St <P/Sp 
D C (case) CS/Sp .s 

9/ ( S/Sj P 
P 
s Sp/Om (om ) 

V 
Sp/lc/P/Sp/Sp 

COMMENT ON THEME 1 

This i position would be • drd E by an 
ollej id might be iven the followin 

til j u a l i t i ' 

CONTENT GOOD 

ORIGINALITr GOOD 
DEVELOPMENT . F A | R 

PARAGRAPHING . POOR 
DICTION F A I R 

GRAMMAR POOR 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE POOR 

SPILLING POOR 

PUNCTUATION POOR 

1 but und iplined mind at 
k 1 1 hr writ ii ting the ( rilil o| i n in, 

h IOInr drnmatii • 

tiveni and unden t ling a cne he n o an 
m tie past and present t< thi i in h unl tunately 

hurried conclusion. 
Whether the writci i an su< 

make good use of the opportunity his f.ith 
him will depend on his ability to i»i> n 
takii tttention to details of spcllin pui 

id verb form! I le secma to ha> pi< I up 
his English b\ ear, judging fi tu< h s] as 
paising and »» .m<l iuch phr. 
H( • a n d ffji SoilV m a \ I 

a.. idental slips of the \wn 
tit'' flOOr, for e x a m p l e b u t | \\ 

there foi tht is lncx< usnhli n w I t> 
vcl 



THEME 7. What 1 Expect from the U, of I. Abb (moid abbreviation) 

1 1 am begining four yean of higher education. I have chosen the 
University of Illinois. I nuule this choice with several tilings in 
mind. First is the cost, As a resident of this state 1 do not have to 
pay the higher tuition needed at another college or university. Scc-

5 end, is the distance from my home. It is a four hour drive over 
good roads. 1 can go home on all vacation periods. Third I believe 
it offers more educational facilities than any other University in the 
same radius. 

While attending the University of Illinois, I expect to make many 
10 friends. Both at my residence and my classes. College friends have 

college life in common. This will make interesting conversation in 
later years. The University, as much as I have seen in one day, 
offers many opportunities to meet and make friends. There arc 
classes, meetings, dam . parties, sports and other events. 

13 I left a high school with an enrollment of 125. The instructors 
are very familiar with you, your parents, and your friends. At the 
University where there are some two to three thousand freshmen, 
there isn't the chance to have the same relationship. I expect to be 
treated as a student of the University and not like a next door 

20 neighbor. 
I expect to get an education to be proud of. I think can get it. 

It's up to me. I can't expect the school to give me an education if 
I don't help. There is equipment for my education within my reach. 
I expect to take it and use it to my advantage. 

25 I expect the University to help me change from a high school 
senior to a man. 

Sp 
S est (sentence construction) 

P ?/P 

Ref (valine reference)/Hyphen? 
Combine sentences ?/D?/IJ/Ref. 

Fra;i (sentence fragment) 
Ref 

N (spell out number) 
D 

P/D 

Hyphen 

Ss (short, choppy sentences)/Om 

D? 

COMMENT ON THEME 2 

This would be graded D largely because of 
the childishly short and choppy sentences, the sen
tence fragment in the second paragraph, and the 

neral lack of originality in both content and style. 

CONTENT FAIR 

ORIGINALITY POOR 

DEVELOPMENT FAIR 

PARAGRAPHING FAIR 

DICTION POOR 

GRAMMAR GOOD 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE POOR 

SPELLING FAIR 

PUNCTUATION POOR 

Compared with Theme 1, this composition 
hows more disciplined mastery of the language but 

much less imagination and enthusiasm in its use. The 
sentences arc wooden and arc Dut together in the 

paragraphs like a child's set of building blocks. With 
one exception, they are all simple sentences. The 
paper reveals some sense of structure and organiza
tion, but note that practically all of the first para
graph deals with reasons for choosing Illinois rather 
than with what the author expects from the insti
tution. 

The writer of Theme 2 will have to abandon 
the kindergarten style he uses here; he will have to 
experiment with combining ideas into complex and 
compound sentences. He will also need to develop a 
more effective vocabulary. We can also hope that he 
will learn to think for himself. What he says her 
the standard thii that anyone and everyone 
situated would say if he were writing off the top of 
his mind, without much thinking. 
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COMMENT ON THEME 3 

a bore 
d D 

a C —. 
CONTE NT 

ORIGINALITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
PARAGRAPHS C-

DICTION 

GRAMMAR 

$ » £ STRU 

SPfUING 

PUNCTUATION 

papc 
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- • • ' • " r 
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FAIR 

POOR 

POOR 

FAIR 
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t> \\ ithout bothering to clear up this apparent 
v. th author rushes on to the topic of the 

n. ph. Th jumping from one idea to 
>int ol absurdity in the ana-

1 in th< ludinj iten< 
Actually, the author of this paper docs n< 

w th h and develop the announced topic of 
for better teachers. Only one 

the inert demand for teachers is men-
1 this is the perfectly obvious one that v> 

h. more students. Only one result of the short. 

ntioncd, the n< I of on< rl with an inl 
oiit\ ompl Then no mention i 
the increasing demand can be met. V\ i 

Hue general comments on modern Hh nd a I >f 
qualificatioj for the ideal t« hci ind i h ii 
then but hardly to the point. 

This student shows that six- ha intclli 
ence and the vci 1 fluency to do much better 
»he needs to discipline herself to st th 
»pii . and to m a p out a t ho rough a n d well-

proportioncd discussion of that particular to; 

THEME 4. Teaching as a Profession 

i 

10 

15 

20 

'1 ching is a prol ion which ntinues t irpi 
la number o( young p ach ar. I say sui 

oi the many disadvant in this pi sion. The m ob-
probably the lepl ibly low sal; whi a b ninj 

! her must ex; t. Th' or in our unty seat 
( higher salary per annum than d< innii ho< 

ter in my home town. The "ivh disposal work if you 
prefer th. xpr ion — do I have to work Ion r than jht 
hours per d. > d< the t r. • > must make up t( 
pap nd f meetin irt) -onsorcd by hi up, 
>r any of th innumerable dut exp J of him. In ,11 town 

a teacher d to be a pa on of virtue: he n t not thr< 
wild part: s, aok drink. Still another disadvan 

ac poor opportunit\ • advancen Most salar :ul< 11 
for aall for h ) r and for work toward her dc 
up to a level ! ond which om nnot advan in that school 

a. In our demt form of go rnment voters who know 
almost nothing about school systems or t elect the board 
dii ors who have plete dominance over tl nd !-
ministrative p onnel. These directors are fi uently f. s or 
business men wl know \ little mi ut tin i d< 
the voting popu but who govern tl hool and faculty ])1 
ti inception of how things should go. 

What th- ing all tlv disad influen >un 
peopl' hoc s prof' n? Then ny advant; in th 

knowii that om nuine 
ikind nothing is more important I a t hi: ir 

out rs to think . iplete tl nin 
I tl rid. th' »n ami joy derived I n 

the] .s in I ami 1< arn-
i' th i hi helped them. A 

that : hi 11 ; men and 
lil d calibi d cdu th whom he ma 

I ti II on 1 by tl 
t he t be I h« on tent i 
inn th< to 

the d 

Awk (a ard construction) 

Parall ' 
D/M a pa :on to avoid 

th ? 

P 
P? 

I) /) one J or disp 
a 

Rep ( h re pi >n) 

WO | 

s ' • iu 

D 

I' 

th: 



u.l 1 b I •" 
II " '•" 
v tour 

n \ 

II 

COMMENT ON THIME 4 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K 

above a> and might b 

CONTENT GOOD 

ORIGINALITY GOOD 

DEVELOPMENT FAIR 

PARAGRAPHING FAIR 

DICTION GOOD 

GRA \AR GOOD 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE FAIR 

SPELLING GOOD 

PUNCTUATION FAIR 

Th T to Themi n that il 
ind n 

ich :" the long | with .1 clearly 

,1 I 

»uld have bi it t< 
prih -1 I 

short! " 

litii 
I he 1 r wouh 

: 

u n c u t of th< 

n 
more att 

d 
• 

THEME 5. Th Writer as a C tftsman 

1 1 tl n are fui ntall) 11 
bo in wit! t n :!-

; inspi then th 
ir cl 1 p 1 I 

p until it truh f tl Ih n 
it in terms of themseh th 

1 tl 1 must h.i\ 

1 h arpenter innot 1 in aimh 
bu first ha\ id >f i 

I his i 1 will result from rei il 
d 1 whi the carpenter h developed 1 studying other -

>f his 1 nd often just nature i ll. 1: imilar mann 
tl in to write even a therm he mu 

j) an id idea can comi nly from an live mind 
ratly p >ti\ th- tivitii >ut it. Whether on 

poser, a writer, or a painl .ill v tli 
)f t 

In liti tin : |uate background, the writ rid cat 
• • r tooll nd th Li must be kept in .. 

f1 r hi hammer, nd ch I. 
th pridi wiin bliah 1 1 valu 

IP quires a I iwl< imm un< tual 
ntly buildii up hii v< ibulan \\ ith 

n ])i .1 to dcvclo] n i il 
s v >wn I lini 1 lull 

ill It in f.-ml manship, 

.\/ b 
I 

\ thi 

li 

I h .' 

I 



v 1 with tools and an idea, the carpcntci plana hii 
up The site and style oi a desk will be 

it upon whether it will be used in a doctor's offi< 
the r t\t*s den, hild*s playroom, So too must the writer 

n i levelopmcnt upon the purpose of his idea. Whether 
wj be technically informative, as in a scientific report, 

or ampaign speech, the writer must always keep 
h r in mind. N matter how well a theme is written, it will / theme the ri^ht word? 
have 1 up it" i: not well suited for the people lor whom 

nded, the readers. 
\ttv the project has been planned and executed there results a P 

rough ] duct, which must then he polished. The carpenter must 
his desk until it is perfectl) aooth, hut he must also he careful 

40 not to Sand his delicate design work too much lest its vividness be 
lost, in a similar manner the writer must revise his first draft and P ? 
sometin :vise it ag i. Precaution must he taken against too 
much re\ r else the theme will no longer he lively and appeal
ing but will be ju ite and dull. Perhaps a few "rough edges" 

43 would even he more interesting. 
Finally the writer and carpenter as craftsmen share the same feel-

in ;bout their finished product \11 people enjoy a feeling of satis-
Q after a job well done, hut craftsmen arc doing more than 

ju working — they arc creating; theirs is a feeling of pride. 

COMMENT ON THEME 5 

Thenn disp! s definitely superior writing, 
despite its rough ede . and would be graded R-f- or 
A by most coll t< hers of writing. Such a paper, 
if written on a placement test and accompanied by a 
high score on the objective test, would entitle the 
author to exemption from Rhetoric 101. 

CONTENT GOOD 

ORIGINALITY GOOD 

DEVELOPMENT GOOD 

PARAGRAPHING GOOD 

DICTION FAIR 

GRAMMAR GOOD 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE GOOD 

SPELLING GOOD 

PUNCTUATION GOOD 

"Th Writer . Cr. in" was written as 
i impromptu theme on tl final examination in 

Rhetoric 101. Th author was confronted with a 1! 
nt\ He sclei ind wrote his com-
u in t\ hours. His last par ph may su 

T- h < ided his examination paper 
*r. The instnn tor v. proud of his 

t's mplishi that he submitted the 
th' >f the ( n Caldron, a ma 

f fi i writing published at the University 
Mil ; 1 it for publication in 

the May, 1954, issue, and it was read and discussed 
by the four thou nd students then enrolled in I sh-
man Rhetoric courses. A copy of the issue was sent 
to the principal of the high school from which th 
student had graduated. 

Despite its obvious merits, the composition 
has its imperfections, some of which cannot be 
i used on the grounds that they make the paper im 
lively, or appealing, or interesting. For - inple. the 
first paragraph plainly intended to line up the topic 
for the paragraphs to follow, to outline a plan ( 
development for the composition as a whole; hut 
there is no su tion in it of the topic later devel
oped in the third paragraph. 

The use of the word /; ound in the sec
ond paragraph is very likely to mislead the reader, 
who will think of setting or pi ions e.v • 
train That neither of th meanings is what the 
author intends is clear enough from the secon 
sentence in the first paragraph ami the concluding 

ntences of tlu >nd. Tin- careful, thoughtful 
craftsman in writing gives his readers n< ham 
even momentary misreading. 

A fellow craftsman would undoubtedly en 
arguing with the author about whether a writ 
should tstablish his tools 01 them, about 



, desk >uld b anded too much, 
a den should b anded nl all; 

whctl faulty tools will IM l- , u l , v 

ship or ii add vividrn ind appeal. 
rhis bate with others and with oncscll 
what s writing such an exacting and such an 

-ation. 

A NOTE TO HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHERS 

both testinj nd coui work in freshman Enj 
sh comp I tlu- l'ni\ rsity of [lluu empha-

iting, it follows th; the best preparation for 
pi udent would give him considerable 

p i the cxpn on oi his own ideas in writin 
If he has b med to writing and to hav-

his writing efforts criticized constructively, 1 
need h. - few qualms about the ti nd weekly 
themes required in most colli urs 

In the introdut m to the F hman Rhetor 
M d Calendar, our students are given the 
follow 'unsel: 

\ • Your Freshman Rhetoric instructor has been 
employ first, to help you to analyze the weak 
poin and the strong points of your pi nt ability to 

r expi >ion to sound thinking, and. second, 
to ind to you what you need to do to improvi 
His probing into your shortcomings may be painful 
at times, especially if your earlier efforts have not 

l . i l l ' • ri 1 

api,Ii. ation " i i " ' part 
i ,ii ,n .. produ( »l v I' i , ' " ' 1 

A TYPICAL UNIVIRSITY Of ILLINOIS RHfTORK 101 

PROFICILNCY TEST 

The ! f"ini rep d i i is 
one now d ontinued; 1 
.it pr< nt •"' imilai in j 
difficuli III-- ' 

f 7:"> when taken I • I 
equivalents and th< pla I t 

on tl • t< 

from 90 I !l - A - p 
from 1 -- B - 1 

unli 
from 70 to 79 -- ( -

Rhefc 1 
from 60 1 D - i 

to R! 
x 60 E -

R 101 

If there i lac k of . 
on n the obj< I] 

the imp tU c v. 
ond part . n B 

ric StafT r ird ipo ;d 
vidence of actual w 

University of Illinois 

RHETORIC PLACEMENT TEST 

Part 1 
1. This is an objectb type test containing one hundred items. You should be te the t 

ful consideration to each item. 
: ' o u ive one point for each correct answer, and youi ale on t! t will 1 " 
Ir. r word oU w,ll lose a point for each incorrect answer and a , 

3. ? .KK NO MARK OF ANY KIND OX THE PROBLEM SHEETS WHICH FOl 1 

thefollowin, ill find problems which test your i abulary, your 
u >" tmcuon. For each problem, tm ,ib! | u t 5 o 

, a ' deterrmne which is th. rrcct or m 
W THE SEPARATE ANSWER SHEET, black out completely the circl, u , 
ution ch problem. Your task ,s. Ii, t o 8 p o t th(. CQ] , S n , u t i ( m 

; remin« d that thi > University examination n ; j , ».. . . . . •« 

g « OK VO™"OWTP"S S f t a S S ; 

10 



Section A 
black out i npletely the letter which indicat* th 

which is nc t in meanii to the underlined word. 

I all of eloquent invectiv 

He was a cturer. 

\ writ ? 

'V] :al a returned. 

He v in a ] position. 

I ict w sible. 

II ^mpatil ideas. 

He lc d life. 

S aduous student. 

He cor red it an imperative duty. 

1* was plainly a \ tuitous insult. 

The s» ct seemed governed by bigotry. 

He v* us old man. 

14. They pi ich a pernicious doctrine. 

\r. active malevolence moved him. 

16. He was ed with a profound enigma. 

17. He understood their national mores. 

18. He spoke in a furtive manner. 

The I al year me to an end. 

_ 

1. 

Such reading could vitiate the mind 

One must walk circumspectly. 

_2. That i dangerous propensity. 

>. She gave an acquiescent answer. 

4. He held heretical beliefs. 

). His exemplary- conduct was noted. 

1. a. 

a. 

a. 

I. a. 

6. 

a. 

a. 

a. 

8. a. 

9. 

10. 

a. 

a. 

ulogy b. denunciation mpai 

learned b. vivid c. v dy 

fluent b. objectionable urrent 

w teful b. wandering nt 

political b. uncertain rmanent 

blame-worthy b.h c. admirable 

'.uiicting b. revolutionary c. in mprehensibl 

trenuous b. isolated c. religious 

diligent b. stupid c. dishon 

disi eful b. urtrent trivial 

11. a. vehement b. merited c. unwarrant< 

12. a. ign nee b. intolerance c. avari 

a. deceitful b. pitili c. greedy 

a. harmful b, ancient c. inspiring 

a. generosity b. pi ssimism c. hatred 

a. doctrine b. proverb c. riddle 

a. cu s b. heroes c. tax 

13. 

14. 

15. 

It 

r 
18. a. boisterous b. confident c. sh 

19. a. cold b. financial c. p ful 

20. a. stimulate b. educate c. debase 

21. a. cautious] 

22. a. proposal 

23. a. compliant 

!4. a. spiritual 

25. a. habitual 

b. hastily c. firmly 

b. declivity 

b. rude 

c. tendency 

C quiet 

b. optimistic c. unorthodc 

b. vicious c. commendabL 

26. a. proclamed 
b. proclaimed 

laimmed 

. supr« 
b. SUpp: 

• ' 

nd« 
b. ten* 

c. t 

I 

Section B 
On the answer sheet, black out the letter which 

indicates the correct spelling for each word. 

). a. fivetcen 
b. fifteen 
c. fifcteen 

a. undoubtedly 
h. undoubtably 
c. undoubtly 

32. a. enviornment 
1 nvironment 

c. envirement 

i. buoyant 

1). bouyant 
c. buoyent 

1. a. writeing 
b . writ t ing 
c. writing 

a. lenelim 
b. lonelvn 
c. lonlim 

a. government 
b. government 
c. govcrenment 

7. a. cxagerate 
b. e\.i crate 
c. e\.i irate 

a. in able 
b. in bio 
C in 

a !iqi 
I1 soliloquy 

lilloqm 

K). a. wholely 
b. whol< 
c. wholly 

11. a Ivanta 
b. advanta us 
v udventa 

IWRARY 



vabh 
vabli 

B 

oulous 

evcrch 
! rl\ 

.1. privili 
! irivili 
C. privile< 

l< onqui roi 
b. (onquror 
. onquerer 

47. a. embaj nt 
1 mbarrasmen 
* tnban. nt 

48 
I 
I 

a. t 

1 tc 

< tt 

I 

(. i 

1: old men were playing the 
t would be slowed 

This is one of many exam

ples that show the intelli

gence of animals. 

>. The contents of the book 
is interesting. 

That is a twenty five cent 
in izine. 

'>. Either you or I are goin 

56. What she admires most in 
her roommates are their 
manners. 

Wc went in the room to 
hear the speech. 

older than me. 

You ought to get up earlier. 

position of tl 
:s i 

J fill th. 

it 

Section C 
n the a hect, black out the letter of tl 

best vi ion of the underlined ] 

.. were playing the 
b. w playin 
c. were playing, the 

a. ;mples that show 
b. examples that shows 
c. cxampl that show 

t. is interesting. 
b. is of interest. 

. are interesting. 

a. twenty five cent 
b. twenty-five cent 
c. 25c 

. vou or I are 
* 

b. vou or me are 
c. you or I am 

. are their manners. 
b. is their manners. 
c. are their manner. 

a. in 
b. in to 
c. into 

a. than me. 
b. then I. 
c. than I. 

a. ought 

b. had ought 
hould i t 

the 
b. is that of the 

is of the 

it get read 
b.oul 

ut ' 

2. They called Doctor ( n. 

63. Well, Bill, what do vou 
think? 

64. Ones beliefs should be r 
spected. 

65. I answer to quick. 

66. Let me trv and make th 
clearer. 

67. When the job was fini 
the men moved on. 

68. Beat the mixture good and 
then place it in the pan. 

69. Vou may give th parcel ; 
whomever r it. 

70. Tht ins r o{ this pn 
gram would b teful if 
you would write. 

71. Every girl in the house ex
cept you and n invit 

2. They their parte 
in the n 

Doctor Green. 
h. Dr. Green, 
c. Doc. Green. 

a. Well, Bill, what 
b. Well, Bill what 

Well Bill what 

Ones 
b. Ones' 

One's 

to quick 
b. to quickly, 

too quickly. 

. try and 
b. trv. and 
c. trv to 

# 

a. finished., the 
b. finished: the 

. finished the 

good 
b. well 

a whole lot 

whomever 
b. who ever 

whoever 

aid 
b. will 

mid 

b. I arc 
. me b 

a. swang 
b. swung 

I 

1? 

I " 

H . 

1 
• 
^^H 

» 

Mf^ . V-ri2T 

• • * 
I-.-, -AT 

Vv 

? • • - . • ? • 

^^H 

i i t ' V K T ; J F K r 
&*r 



Ith> klth> 
b, health!) 

healthful 

nt U el 

b, want not only to read 
• i > » ! d not only 

• He intended to hav< 
nrmi^ht i home with b 

z 

Section D 
! tlu black out the letter which indicat 
the best i tement in i h of the following groups : 

tween a town and state. 
b. A *1* I be separated 1 Ma. 

n th ol M I and th name of th tate. 

J lutiful rj which do not chan that h. r the slop* mtains . 
h arc faint a n d beautiful , a n d w h i c h do not chan and which hang o the slope A i 

— f ul, a n d u n c h a n g i n hang i r th lopes ot »me mounta ins . 

bx he were intoxicated. 
1 me, like h s into: d. 
I 1. I if he w atox: d. 

rhe of young people i ©th to n ain virtu ad the d< of tl 
b. Th< of ung j pie is to r inst both the virtu ad the d of their elders. 

A r both ns: rtues and the defc i of their elders is tl tendency of young peop 

80. it he sa nd hi* rn of mine. 
b. 1 :igs .o i i of mine. 
c. ^ he savs a n d v it he dcx >f mine . 

8 Due to hav ing pa> 1 b o t h pr< examina t ions , h e \% np ted 1 0 the tw rh 
b. Be c h d bo th profv mpted fi m tl 

passed \> ncies examii they exempted h im from the two s rs of rh 

82. a I 1, t a the i of th- ; wl had petitioned, th< iwer WJ 
b. x:ti he g in the firmative. 

cd that th tuder. tition had been ; 

83. a. „ 

'6\ > a 

Hi lak *scd l b \ bi f poplar tit rdcring it. 
•rces bord the small bi end of it. 

t popl nd a lb brid 

II ^ in. | n impreaed hex cn< 
, fr havin tudied mu m 1 

Br me P riendi were imp 1 by her iii 

) a g j . ; lampl ight 11 full u p o n it. Nobody coul< il t 
d in full N e> ) th. d ba 

mplight and in full view HI the table, so no! 
t 

H 
i 

du, , d not h i n d e r h im playii pingl) with the littU 
I p at his romj m the children. 

., ) ,,ps with th hildreu 



[•hcl «k had an appcaran, of strength similar to a might, 
b, rhe In k ap I awfully stronR lik i " " ' h u !''•"'' 
. Iho: k h , mappcaran. trei imilar to that of a m.gh 

a 11 s >loy< - s gave him a gold wat< h 
b He* de the : ipientof Id watch from his employe. 
c. He • I .1 Id watch which wai n to him b) hi ipl< 

, has nexpj ^ tor to the tower; th mak. i t , 
b Hie express elevator to the tower of the store ""' ' " ' ''' 
, l- tlu-vhav nexpn elevator to the tower, beSi 

Ph ime when the train swung around th. un the ti IM 

the cars . . 
b. As the train swunj u d the curve, the en - the open switch H mu 

rushed from the cars. 
c. We rushed from th. i as the train stopped alter the open switch w I IWUJ I the i 

91. a. A smile flitted over her f. . then her at t i tude rew Stem. 

b. A tile flitted over her cej then her attitude grew stern. 
C Her attituc w sti rn afl r smile had flitted over her face. 

92. a. A: twelve j s of new nes and new employments were opened to me. 
b. When I was twelve j old, new seen nd new employments were opened to n 
c. I was twelve s old so new - nes and new employments were opened t< 

93. a. I: J met e it the foot of the hill and he climbed into the front md told th< wh 
b. 1 d, who met i. it the t the hill, climbed into the front md told tl wh 
c. I : d who met us at the foot of the hill climbed into the front seal nd told i : w 1 

94. a. M. ind AJi< d t tlnr. and they did nol do - much .V y did 
b. Mar .nd Alice worked together, they did not do i much Mary did 
c. Although Ma: and Alice worked together, they did not do luch as Mar) 

95. a. I: eve up the t sk being too difficult 
b. 1: 3 up the- task on account of it v too difficult. 
c. He gave up the task as too difficult. 

96- 1 itly I elung to my mother's skirt, who .soothed m\ anxiety with her ntle hand 
b. While I clung t itly to th kirt of my mother, she soothed m with 1 md. 
e. Clinging tightly to my mother's skirt, shi lied with her gentle hand m\ 

97. a. On the roof of the barn roosted some pi 
b. The \ roof had roostin] on it. 

J • on the barn 's roof. 

,;; H would be thirsty brought a pitcher of water. 
J ! f- be would be thii So she brought a pitchei of watej 

i H unking he would 1 thirsty, brought a pitcher of water. 

'•''-*• *• He a all the i I of us b 
H -st of us boys did. 

.dl the n t of we bo 

it the I)IIM' proviii hat od time we had. 
k ' the Dunes pi what a good time we 1 !. 
' !"'"' ] toe I )""' 'I" I time we had is proven 

14 
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University of Illinois 

FRESHMAN 
PLACEMENT 

Part 2 

The Test: Part 2 
<5t,.Hv them carefully; then select one on which you have something 

You will find listed below twenty topics for composition, stuoy ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ d c v c l o p < . d Y o u m a y ^ ^ 
to say. Decide before you start writing just wha t^your : ""»">£V S

m ; n d t h a t t h e c o r a posit ion should be expository (pre*, 
back of this sheet to jot down and organize your thoughts. Bear in mm ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ing and supporting an idea), no. simply desenptrve or ^ ^ J ^ ^ £ C
not w i t c o n , t o p i c n o t listed. 

give color and vigor to your exposition. You may design your own title but do not w 1 

All compositions will be collected at the end of one hour. You must gauge your time to penmt careful checking for er-
rors There a ^ n o length requirements. However, the English Department needs an ample demonstration of your wntmg 
Ibmty Several pages Z ordinarily be sufficient. Adequate and well-rounded development of your composition ,s far more 
important than its length. 

Use a pen if you have one. Leave a one-inch margin on the left and a one-half-inch margin on the right. Do not 
write in the blank space to the right of the endorsement box on the cover sheet. Write on both sides of each sheet. Writ 
carefully and legibly: you will not have time to make a rough draft and copy it. 

BE SURE TO PLACE YOUR ANSWER SHEET FOR THE OBJECTIVE TEST BETWEEN T H E PAGES OF 

YOUR THEME BOOKLET. 

BE SURE THAT YOUR NAME AND THE NAMES OF YOUR COLLEGE ( L A S , AGR... ENG.. ETC. AND 
HIGH SCHOOL ARE ON THE OBJECTIVE TEST ANSWER SHEET AND T H E T H E M E BOOKLET. 

1. How to fight the double feature 
2. Dope addicts are dopes 
3. New developments on the farm 
4. Television's growing pains 
5. Athletes for sale 
6. Living in a glass house 
7. We need better teachers 
8. New styles in furniture 
9. Are the best things free? 

10. Memorable shots in technicolor movies 
11. What a job taught me 
12. An appraisal of television wrestling 
13. I am alone 
14. I go Pogo 
15. Why choose a coed college? 
16. How the draft should operate 
17. Music for the masses 
18. My home town is changing 
19. A DP test case 
20. I predict that . . . 



RIPIRINCIS 

/ / ; ' ' '•• '* *» lllln I'K'shman Rhetoric Manual and Calendar V) 
This outlina course objectives and regulation! and 1. day-

by-day assignment! for the school year, Order from The Mini 
Union Bookstore, 715 South Wright Street, Champaign, 
Illinois. 

The Green I aletron, magazine of freshman writing 2 i 
The Green Caldron is published four times a year by the 
Freshman Rhetoric StafY of the University of Illinois. The 
material is chosen from themes and examinations written b\ 
freshmen in the University. Order from C. W. Roberts, 204a 
Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois. 

Selected issues oi the Illinois English Bulletin 25c for each 

English teachers who ai members of the Illinois A ciation 
of Teachers of English receive current copies of the Bulletin 
monthly during the school year. Applications for membership 
and orders for issue- listed below should be addn d to 
Illinois English bulletin, 204a Lincoln Hall, Urbana. Illinois. 

MA Thousand Topics for Composition." December, 
1951) 

"Freshman Composition Com? in Twelve Illinois Col
lege ' (November. 1951) 

Evaluating Ninth-Grade Themes," (March, 19 ) . . 

. . 

Twenty themes showing varying d recs oi pro
ficiency are evaluated and discussed by ninet n 
experienced teachers repi enting various high 
schools of the state. 

Evaluating Twelfth-Grade Themes." (April. 1 \) 
Twenty twelfth-grade compositions are evaluate* 
and discussed by twenty-one high school teachei 
and fourteen college teache: o\ English, with all 
types of institutions represented. 

v.-

lished annually) 
Some of the Best Illinois High School Poetry," pub 

lished annually) 
High school teachers are invited to submit th 
best of their student compositions for possibl 
publication in these honorary issues. Address 
manuscripts to the Illinois English bulletin u i 
Lin...In Hall, tTluna. Illinois 

OTMU SERVICES TO HIGH SCHOOL TIACMIRS OF ENGLISH 

permj „„, [g mted to repi luce all material in the ptvsent 

publi 
Blank airnvrj hart! and a mastei e.uie, Hon iheel fol the ob 

r , tiv« u t pi d above may be ordered by teachers onl) from ( V> 
koU, ' t04a Lin In Hall, r .bana, Illinoli You will be billed for the 

third i Ian posta«< n< i ««> ship youi ordci 



Important Announcement 

Since the preceding \> went to | tf. 
University of Illinois has ani »un d a rei 
policy and procedures n irdij Freshman Rh 
On December 20. 1955, the Board ol ITust. 
proved a recommendation of the Unh rsit) 
that Rhetoric 100 be discontinued after the 1960 
summer session. Freshmen entering the Unh of 
Illinois in September. I960, and in the \ 
big, will be given a proficiency test similar to tl on 
described above and will be r tend in either Rhet
oric 101 or 102. the colle -level com Tl Rhet
oric 101 and 102 standards described above will b 
firmly maintained. 

The four-year period between this aunoun. -
rncnt and the inauguration of the new pro Jure will 
give all concerned ample opportunity to !ju 
the change. A high school freshman of I! in 
the four years that lie ahead., so apply himself to hi 
English work that he will be ready to assume the n 
of college freshman in 1960. 

The University of Illinois hopes that tins publi-
cation and similar efforts to clarify standards mil 
result m better composition instruction at all levels 


