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ITALY AND THE PEACE CONFERENCE

Now that peace terms are.under discussion, some of the profoundly
difficult problems which must be handled by the representatives of the
nations assembled at Versailles are becoming plainly outlined. Among
these pml)lum none are more l\l‘lt)tt\' and fraught Wlth Serious dangcr
than those involving an equitable adjudication of certain of Italy’s
war claims. Because to date Italy insists upon the fulfillment of these
claims to the very letter—upon her utter pound of flesh, that country
is assailed from all quarters, as.she was denounced 1in 1915, branded
again for the narrowest selfishness, and roundly rebuked for an imperial-
ism which cannot be squared with the democratic ideals for which the
world has been told it was fighting. The country’s spokesmen, on
the other hand, competent and otherwise, seek to refute these harsh
aspersions by demonstrating in speeches and writings the justness of
her objectives, while the arch-opponents of her peace programme—
South Slavs, Albanians, and Greeks, vigorously use like measures to
anathematize them. Meanwhile the report comes that Italy’s armies
are not to be demobilized, together with curt assertions from certain
Slavic quarters proclaiming a fearful readiness to accept again,‘if it -
must be, so gnm a solvent as war. Such indeed, is the heat already o e
engendered since the signing of the armistice, an ominous premem 0R Aa e
of stormy controversy, or infinitely worse, ahead. |

What then are these war claims, and what t}mm ﬁ
their full attainment? Stated briefly, Italy, in this ¢ INng
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Italy, since 1871, has looked forward to the completion of her unjg,
cation on purely sentimental grounds;. certainly it would be highly
gratifying to her to feel that all the regions once a part of her ancien
country, and at present inhabited by a majority Italian population,
were incorporated forever in the motherland. Irredentism, however,
has played its tremendously important role in modern Italian life not
on sentimental, but on eminently practical grounds; these coveted bits
of territory under alien control have left Italy with threatened frontiers
in the north and north-east. A glance at a map, or a survey of Italian
military operations in the war, will reveal the very real danger which
the country has had to face because of Italia Irredenta. The Trentino
is a powerful jut of most difficult mountainous country thrust into
northern Italy,-almost inaccessible to attack from the south, as Italy’s
campaigns in that theatre demonstrated, while, on the other hand, the
rich Lombard plain, the heart of Italy, lies practically at the mercy of
its possessors. Nor is the situation much better in the Julian Alps
region, to the north-east, where again there is no satisfactory frontier.
This unfortunate state of affairs dates from 1871. Italy’s unification
was accomplished tumultuously and piecemeal between 1859 and 1871,

B contingent for the most part upon intermittent foreign support—a
. process affording no time for the careful delimitation of frontiers.
- And what of the Adriatic? Italians have long been of the opinion
- that the country controlling Dalmatia, ipso facto, held their country
R likewise in its grasp. The Adriatic is a great arm of the Mediterranean,

ly five hundred miles long, with a mean breadth of one
~ hundred and ten miles, narrowing down however, at its southern ex-
e miles In width. The excellent Albanian harbor, Valona, one of
the Adriatic as it has been
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As modern states have been organized, physical features like these
must command urgent atte ntion on the part of countries constrained to
put up with them, and Italy 1s no exception to this rule. Under the
best of circumstances worry on her part over her gcneral msecunty T
readily comprehensible. Moreover, how her fears on this score have
grown into a terrible incubus may likewise be understood, at least,
when it is recollected that until yesterday, practically, Italy’s hereditary
* enemy commanded these keys to her house. Austria and Italy indeed
" have never, in modern times, been friends, and this despite the Triple
Alliance which Italy felt herself compelled to join 1in 1882 because of
political exigencies beyond the scope of this discussion.

Nor 1s this all: Ftaly has feared Austria not only because of the latter’s
position squarely across her most vulnerable parts, but also for the
additional reason that since 1875 she has seen in Austria a country with
a powerful ambition to entrench herself still more firmly in the Balkans,
~ thus jeopardizing the more Italy’s security. In 1887 the Italian states-
i n}hh, Crispi, said to Bismarck: ‘

. “We Italians must be interested in the near Eastern
- question. If the great powers, under agreement, would
formally renounce all conquest in the Balkans, and declare
_ that any territory taken from Turkey should be left auton-
- omous, we would enter no objection to those arrange- o3
~ ments Itisstated, however, that Russia, toattach Austria
- to herself, offers her Bosnia and Herzegowna. Italy can "'.'_’f.t'fi ‘*1 Kin ;gg
. . never permit Austna to occupy those temtenes‘ In 1356 ¢ ""‘ jﬁ i
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which she sought to guarantee Italia Irredenta and Adriatic security
forever; and, finally, her signature to thf: now notorious Secret Troid
of London, of April, 1915, and declaration of war against her forme
a'lies. |

The country’s policy has been consistently one of national defenge
And today, though ancient dynasties have fallen, and amid their ryjng
tiny states. helpless in their puny infancy have been born, Italy’s
geographical features are unaltered. Shall they never again menace
her security—nay, shall they leave her in peace for the next twenty-five
years? What historian dare hazard such an assurance! Therefore it
is that to-day Italy still claims the fulfillment of these provisions of
her bond. . '

Where lies the difficulty in a peace settlement for Italy mainly along
these lines of the Secret Treaty of London? Justhere. The Great War,
with its outstanding slogan “making the world safe for democracy,”
has been won for the Allies and America, in no small measure, through
the reaction of this magnificent battle-cry on numerous oppressed
nationalities groaning under the hard dominion of the Central Powers.

- For the most part, these peoples, with racial and national instincts
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~ keyed l_gigh by repression, have hailed this bloody struggle against
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cheir acial characteristics are the same; they have suffered together,
and toggthtt’ th(‘) must be free.
In July of 1917, authorized representatives of Serbs, Croats, and
Slovenes issued an official statement through the Serbian Press Bureau
on the Island of Corfu in which they affirm that “ ... .. the desire
of our ptople 1s to free itself from all foreign oppresswn and to consti-
rute itself into a free, national, and independent state, based on the
pﬂnCIPIe that every people 1s free to govern itself .........” The
declaration then describes the “modern and democratic principles” on
which this state shall be founded. Jugoslavia, according to this pro-
gramme, shall be “‘a constitutional, democratic, and Parliamentary
Monarchy,” with the Serbian dynasty for its royal house. It is to ;
include ““all the territory where our nation lives in compact masses and i
without discontinuity, and where it could not be mutilated without e
injuring the vital interests of the community.” Equality before the &
law, religious toleration, and universal suffrage are likewise proclaimed. A
A year later, Jugoslavs in America had a great celebration at Wash- ;
~ ington, the principal feature of which was the raising of a Jugoslav ﬂag-~
- an emblem on which were interlaced the Arms of Serbia, Cmatta,
- Slovenia. Prominent natives made speeches befitting the great 00-
- casion; peculiarly significant among the addresses was the STt ¥
- appeal for an oath of allegiance to the new banner urged v
- slavs present, by Don Niko Grskovitch, President of g
- League of America. | i v
e In September, 1918, the Jugoslavs dwdamd their independence
- They set forth i in the remarkable mamfwm em dying this ict the
 ethnically they are one nation, and that they base their national
ud claims on that fact. Accepung m"j. 7 the principle of s




TSR m‘ on behalf of oppressed nationalities. Having fought and died

Next, what of Italy’s grip on Albania, like um recognized by
the
Tmty of London? An Itahan ° protcctumtt over A”)ania Must
‘thwart the national asplratlons of that people. U nfnrtumtclv thi
most interesting but primitive folk 1s largely inarticulate. T urkey ha;
controlled the country for over four hundred years, so that there e
been practically no opportunity for progress; instruction has been quite
unknown. Contrasted therefore with the cry of the South Slavs, whose
eager passionate yearnings for national independence have found wide
response and sympathct:c approval throughout most of the civilized
world, the thin small voice sounding Albama’s longings pipes nearly
 unheeded. Nay, those are not wanting who affirm that Albania has
‘no voice, no longings; and these interpreters of peace conference prob-
hm outline a settlement for Albania largely based on Italy’s desire for
minion there, taking cognizance too of the claims of Greece and the
»slavs on parts of the country. What of the Albanians themselves?
ey dw hve ruponded strongly to President Wilson’s pronuncia-
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.,..fh Mr and independence, they now look forward tensely to that
Mahed freedorn almost within their grasp.

- Evidences of a national feeling among Albanians are not wanting.

M in IUM Of 1917 Italy proclaimed Albanian independence “under

~ the shield and protectior of the Italian Kingdom,” the Albanian paper,

| f- in), mou m Bf the Natlond orgamzatlon in New York
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The Albanians again have been decidedly conscious of those arbi-
erary adjustments, like that put into effect by the Ambassadorial Con-
ference at London in 1912, which have placed sections of their country
with the inhabitants under foreign jurisdiction; thus, for example,
certain leaders of the country have requested Italy to represent them
at the peace conference and.to demand for them Epirus and parts of
Serbia.

Furthermore the Albanian Federation in America, with headquarters
in Boston, recently issued an authoritative statement to correct dis-
torted views of their country and people. It surveys with evident
pride the remarkable ancient and modern annals of this, the oldest

people in western Europe, protests against their unfair treatment at
- the hands of their neighbors in most recent times, notes that the Alba-
nians have made common cause with the Allies, that many of the seventy
thousand Albanians in America are in service in the American armies,
that, all told, their people have purchased nearly $1,000,000 worth of

Liberty bonds, thereby attesting the loyalty of this hard-working element .
in our population to their adopted land; and concludes with the not B

- worthy declaration that they look to America and the Allies at the peace @~
- conference for the restoration of their country’s independence within
~ ethnical boundaries. R
~ Such are obvious witnesses of a national consciousness on the part
- of this people. The evidences may be few; that there are any PO Sl
?_"_ﬂﬂder the circumstances, is highly “significant. And final he litt oy
- trustworthy information available about this people shows them to be
;?-fﬂlk with intensely strong racial char: tics. Centuries long the
}"g maintained themselves in their mountain fastnesses again:
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Albanians and their constant religious strife, i
said that religious toleration exists in Albani.
found nowhere else in the Balkans. Divided as the
Albanians are into Moslems, Roman Catholics,
Catholics, they have always managed to get
better than Catholics and Protestants in Western Europe,
In Albania there are today families in which one brother
1s a Moslem and another a Christian, yet they live in
perfect harmony within the walls of the same home. In
general the people of Albania are characterized by an
innate and irresistible love for liberty, by intelligence and

practical spirit, and by great eagerness for progress and
civilization.”! .ﬂ
~Such, in their outstanding features, are these sets of conflicting
point themselves more sharply day by day. On the
lonal rights of Jugoslavs and Albanians,

hole of Istria, to a large patt of
which cannot rest soundly on the

bty o % s reglons, claims, which despite certain good -historical foun-
8 9“1.0 A, must 1n the last analysis find their truest raison d'etre in the
By PN tuder the, old diplomacy, Italy’s objectives are entirely
~ Getensible; could she today be assured

that the world has indeed been

" ARy, she ould relinquish her Adriatic programme with
impoverished . ortunately that sore distraught country,

anship! ShoanSecute so splendid a conviction from-
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infon'n.-ltiﬂn indix.ttmi ill!t‘!ﬂlht' aAntagonism. ‘ NOW Ilu“'t'_\'t'l’ COMmes fhl: Nnews (.)f‘tht rcsigna.
e of several l’fu-mbon of the Italian Ministry, conspicuous among them being Leonida
Bissolati, who, in highly commendable manner publishes his reasons for breaking with
the Government. In short, he disagrees radically with Baron Sonnino, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, in regard to the peace settlement.  Whereas Sonnino insists upon the
comp%cte fulfillment of the terms of the Secret I'reaty of London, Bissolati would make
great concessions to the Jugoslavs, yielding Dalmatia to them, for example.

In addition, an auspicious report comes via Paris of “the first meeting of the Italian
Society for a League of Free Nations, which has 150 branches in Italy, and includes in
‘ts membership nine Ministers, among them Premier Orlando, former Premier Boselli,
General Busati, chief aid to the King, and Senator Mattioli Pasqualini.”

VA




