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In the >-ar 1795 the "Republic" of Poland disappeared from the 
face of the earth. Despi? her thousand years of independent existence, 
and an enviable record for remarkable achievement along no am lineso|-
human endeavor political, religious, literary, art" 
this ancient itatC fell ingloriously, an inert, helpless victim, to the 
merciless rapacit\ of her neighbor-. Prussia, Russia and Austria, each 
oi them with \ulture instincts but greedy enough for their sorn r^ast. 
Despite the fact that Poland displayed omc of her old time militancy, 
and tried to right to the last, she was not really conquered by her ene-

She was simply "partitioned." The shameful spoliation beg 
in the year 1772, under the able auspices of that 
Frederick 11. With a blasphemous humor characteristic of his age, 
this cynical llohen/ollern writes to his brother, 1 leiiry, on April V, 1772, 
as follows : "The partition o\ Poland will unite three religions, the 
Catholic, the Orthodox, ami the Protestant; Poland will thus he for 
us a sort of Holy Communion of which we shall all partake. It this 
act docs not bring salvation to our souls, it will at any rate contribute 
considerably to the prosperity of our realm." — An observation entirely 

worthy ot Voltaire himself! 
Substantially a century ami a half have elapsed since this grim 

tragedy was begun, but who can read to-day, without recoil, that amaz­
ing manifesto addressed to the Poles bv Catherine II, announcing the 
first partition, and inviting their assistance in this major operation on 
their own body politic anil fatherland! Asserting as causes tor so 
drastic a procedure that turbulent Poland was a constant menace to 
the well-being of adjacent peoples and that these same neighhoring 
peoples had, each of them, old claims on parts of her territory, there­
fore, this terrible proclamation continues " . . . his Majesty the King 
of Prussia, her Majesty the Empress, Queen of Hungary and Bohemia 
and her Imperial Majesty of all the Russias, having mutually set forth 
their rights and claims, and having come to an agreement, wili each take 
an equivalent of the district to which they lay claim, and will put them-
* * ,-« I « * ,4-v *« « *** - . JUL—.*—. A. - . - - . * 4* « . . . 

possession ot those portions 

between 
most natural and secure 

altogether shameful 
turn. A second operation, in 1793, lopped off additional segments of 
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I rhe then moribund state, while a third act of partition, in 1795, com-
pleted the work, concluding as clear-cut a drama of lunrival as was ever 
played amid the political creations of men. 

| Students of Polish history find the remarkable ueakncsj s directly 
responsible for the ruin of this, one of Europe's greatest states, in Poland 
jrself. Pol a ml is a land of plains, with no really satisfactory frontiers, 
thus inviting attack by any aggressive neighbor with predatory inclina­
tion; a land made through conquest, and ill pieced together, lacking 
racial homogeneity with its Lithuanians, Kwthenians, and other peoples, 
different from the warrior Poles in Ian; uige, religion, manners, and 
customs, never really assimilated, always mindful of their one-time 
independence and chafing to regain entire liberty; a land of two social 
classes only — a proud, fighting, proprietary nobility, and, ultimately, 
a degraded, utterly subservient, blackly ignorant serfdom with no j 
stabilizing middle stratum such as makes back-bone for most states; 
a land, finally, with a political system as strangely and completely 
decrepit as any deteriorated governmental machinery told of in human 
history: a Republic with ail elected monarch at its head, a kingship 
reduced, through the jealous fear of possible royal power, on the part 
ot an independent nobility, to nonentity, to an empty manifest of rule, 
grasped at now and again even by venturesome foreigners. Full as 
serious a Haw as this was that curious liberum veto, formerly a staunch 
bulwark of their l ibem for the nobles, now an abused institution, con­
stantly operated by th< - utterly selfish, utterly unpatriotic lords of the 
land to thwart every act of the government. Some writers, noting the 
dark havoc wrought for Poland by a state of affairs so bad and so long 
enduring, affirm that the Poles deserved their fate; and these same 
students, observing the seventeen odd political parties vigorously flour­
ishing in Poland to-day, gloomily shake their heads over this ruinous 
twentieth century recrudescence of the ancient national malady 
assertive individuality and otherwise-mindedness — and assert that an 
# » 

independent Poland is an utter impossibility. 
As a matter of fact it is highly probable that Poland could have 

amended her vicious system, had the time been afforded. Eighteenth 
century Poland, keenly aware of many of her problems, was indeed 
striving quite vigorously to handle them; unfortunately for her, other 
statecraft was at work, far stronger at the time than her own with its. 
depleted vitality: mighty, uncouth Russia with her irresistible surge 
towards the attractive west, where alone chance for development seemed 

vigorous aggeil 
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snippets of territory, pointing for any dullard of a king an obvious p0|icy 

of consolidation — and Frederick II was as alert and unscrupulous^ 
monarch as e\cr growing state could desire. 

I Jpon the annihilation of her state a strange chapter in Polish history 
opens. Approximately 300,000 square miles of territory with an esti­
mated Polish population of 1 1,500,000 souls had been divided by Prus­
sia, Russia, and Austria. To cut up and apportion was one thing, to 
assimilate, however, quite another accomplishment, as the three power, 
ful and guilty states were to discover. The years from 1795 to 1914 
mark in Polish annals a period during which those hapless people, exist­
ing perforce under three alien regimes, developed a more vivid national 
sense than ever they had known before; and when in the fullness of time 
the great war broke upon a horrified humanity, the Poles, Prussian, 
Russian, and Austrian, knew to a man that their hour of deliverance 

was at hand. 
This strenghtening nationalism presents an interesting study. Of 

the three groups of submerged Poles that under the Dual Monarchy 
tared the best, and nearly attained, in late years at least, a complete 
autonomy. On the other hand, the Poles under the iron heel of Prussia 
endured most from their rulers, for, while the Russian autocracy was 
by instinct cruelly brutal, it was too poorly organized to be perpetually 
ruthless, and bore but fitfully on its victims; whereas the highly organ­
ized Prussian regime followed practically from the beginning a consis­
tent policy of the sternest denaturalization or Germanization of the 
Poles. 

Ex-chancellor von Bulow, an able exponent of the Bismarckian 
theory in this regard, well expresses the spirit and purpose of Prussia's 
policy as follows — "No concern for the Polish people must hinder us 
from doing all we can to maintain and strengthen the German nationality 
in the former Polish provinces. I t is the duty and the right of the 
government to see that the Germans do not get driven out of the east 
of Germany by the Poles. The object is, to protect, maintain, and 
strengthen the German nationality among the Poles In ^ 
struggle between nationalities one nation is the hammer and the other 
is the anvil, one is the victor and the other is the vanquished." 

To play her role successfully in this awful smithy game, Prussia 
fashioned for herself characteristic instruments; restrictions on the use 

language 
•> 

law-courts, public meetings, and finally m the church services- bans on 
dress 
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tt^c for Germans or dependable (Jermani/ed Pules; an I final! 
rustic policy of German colonization m tin- Pohdi provinces which 

'itimately resulted in the harshest legislation, like thos/ laws compelling 
PoKs to sell out their land to Germans, the whole unnatural process 
heavily subsidized by the state. 

And the Poles? So vigorously did they react, once they caught the 
tune, that before the Prussians were aware, this despised people matched 
case-hardened steel to Junker iron, and von Btilow himself didn't know 
whether the state were hammer or anvil. Statements like the following 
from the Polish press n fleet the temper and purpose of these determined 
Slavs after one hundred years of Prussian control: 4<To-morrow the 
Kingdom of Prussia celebrates the second century of its existence. We 
cannot manifest our joy, because Prussia's power has been erected chiefly 
upon the ruins of ancient Poland. Prussia's history consists of a number 
of conquests made by force and in accordance with the old Prussian 
principle revived by Bismarck, 'might is better than right/ " And again, 
this violent diatribe: <4 If one asks a Pole whether he would rather live 
under German or under Russian rule his reply will be ' I would rather a 
hundred times have to do with Russians than with Germans, and the 
Prussians are the worst of Germans/ . . . The Russian is our Slavonic 
brother, and in his heart of hearts every Pole is glad if his brother is 
prospering and when he can tell the world/There you see our common 
Slavonic blood'. The more we hate the Prussians the more we love 
the Russians." Or, finally, this suggestive excerpt: "Take heed, you 
Polish women and Polish girls! Polish women and Polish girls are the 

strongest protectors of our nationality For a Polish woman 
lt: is a disgrace to marry a German or to visit German places of amuse­
ment or German festivals. So long as the Polish wife watches over her 
husband and takes care that he bears himself everywhere as a Pole, so 
long as she watches over his home and preserves it as a stronghold of 
Polonism, so long as a Polish Catholic newspaper is kept in it, and so 
long 

as the Polish mother teaches her children to pray to God for our 
beloved Poland in the Polish language, so long Poland's enemies will 
labor in vain. yy 

0 

Meanwhile, the Poles were doing something besides talking, and 
nursing a deeply burned hatred. They learned thrift from their German 
masters, formed remarkable co-operative organizations, and developed, 
under the management of their priests who well understand their 
People and their needs, an excellent banking system, conforming rigidly • 
to the very letter of the Prussian banking laws, and able to pay a slightly 
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better rate of interest than the German banks. Thus they have sUs 

tainul themselves under the heavy economic pressure of the state 
In I 9 P deposits in the co-operative organizations stood at the hand' 

cure of £46,970,354, as against £ 12,420,057 in 1900 — <m am 

development 
azmg 

while deposits in the Polish banks reached a total of 
£6*LCG\000 in 1907, representing a per capita wealth of nearly $15. 

Through the success of these co-operative organizations is reflected 
that sturdv determination of the Polish peasant to get ahead 
ambition envisioned nearly always in terms of land ownership. Helped 
by his bank, and willing to assume a debt for land purchase he cannot 
live mayhap to wipe out — glad to whittle down such a staggering obliga­
tion by long years of labor in the industrial regions of Western Germany 
(Westphalia) separated from his family perhaps eight or ten years at a 
time he was rapidly making his laborious goal, economic inde­

pendence Whereas the Prussian State expended .000 

to quarter Germans on Polish land, the Poles since 1896 have 
secured felly 250,000 acres of land from the Germans, and in May of 
1903 the Prussian Minister of Finance, Herr von Rheinbaben, com­
plained that in fifteen years the German population in Prussia diminished 
bv 630,000, while in five years as many as 300,000 Polish immigrants 
had settled there! Von Biilow himself finally admitted that the scheme 
for colonization had failed owing to the fact that the German was apt 
to lose his nationality if not continuallv subsidized by the state, or even 
in spite of such support, since he was always ready to dispose ot his 
land for a good figure, whereas the Pole "thought it shameful to sell 
land to the Germans" and "held fast to the land." 

Under these hard circumstances, the Pru ssian Poles, faithful to 

e on them 

human nature, have become the most Polish of the Poles. They have 
benefited greatly from the rigid disciplining of their stern masters, and 
now, chastened in temper, steadfast, thrifty and aggressive, they have 
their reward: leadership in the new Poland must devolv 
amazing retribution for Prussia! 

This new Poland has come into being to-day bv processes which it is 
not possible to folW carefully now, through want'of information on the 
one hand, and lack of comprehension of such reports as are forthcoming 
en the other. Therefore, a bare outline of what appear to be the 
principle events in the intricate sfnrv ~ ^ . VV 

ic.pie events in the intricate story must suffice h 
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