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THE NEW POLAND

In the year 1795 the “Republic” of Poland disappeared from the
face of the carth Despite her thousand years of lmlapcndcntemstcncc
and an enviable record for remarkable achievement alung many lines of
human endeavor — political, religious, literary, artistic, and other —
this ancient state fell ingloriously, an inert, helpless victim, to the
merciless rapacity of her neighbors, Prussia, Russia and ~\ustna each
of them with vulture instincts but greedy enough for their sorry repast,
Despite the fact that Poland displayed some of her old time militancy,
and tried to fight to the last, she was not really conquered by her ene.
mies. She was simply “partitioned.” The shametul spoliation began
in the vear 1772, under the able auspices of that ruthless autocrat,
Frederick 1I. With a blasphemous humor characteristic of his age,

this cynical Hohenzollern writes to his brother, Henry, on Apnil 9, 1772,
“The partition of Poland will unite three religions, the
Catholic, the Orthodox, and the Protestant; Poland will thus be for
us a sort of Holy Communion of which we shall all partake. If this
act does not bring salvation to our souls, it will at any rate contribute
onsiderably to the prosperity of our realm.” — An observation enurdy

tially a century and a half have clapsed since this gmj

as follows :

6 'Ofthy‘uf Voltaire himself! -

un, but who can read to-day, without recoil, that amaz
dresse :'“ ﬂlﬁ Polu by Cnthenne 11, mnouncmg
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the then moribund state, while a third act of partition, in 1795, com-

| pltt‘-( thL \\Illl . CONC ]Hu”l” S Kll ar-curt a (lrtlmﬂ ()f SU!‘VlVal as Was cvcr :”q
played amid the political creations of men, ¥
1

Srudents of Polish history find the rcmnrkable weaknesscs directly o

reqpﬂnqh e for the ru in of tlnx one of E ur()pL S greatest states, n Polmd
wself.  Poland 1s a land of plains, with no really satisfactory frontiers, &
thus inviting attack by any aggressive neighbor with predatory inclina-
' thH a land m: wde mhmdl conquest, and 1” pleced togethcr, 1ackmg
| racial homogeneity with its Lithuanians, Ruthenians, and other peoples,
different from the warrior Poles in language, religion, manners, m
customs, never really assimilated, always mindful of their one-time %
independence and chafing to regain entire liberty; a land of two mﬂ
classes only — a proud, fighting, proprietary nobility, and, ultimately,
a deqmdtd uttLrl\ qulmtrwent blackly 1gnorant serfdom mth
stabilizing middle stratum such as makes back-bone for most st:
a land, finally, with a political system as strangely and « :m e
decrepit as any deteriorated governmental machinery told Of m -
history: a Republic with an elected monarch at its hwd,“ kingship
reduced, through the jealous tcar of possible royal pom_,.m P
of an independent nobility, to nonentity, to an empty - wf ﬂ*hr
grasped at now and again even by venturesome f . Full
sertous a flaw as this was that curious /iberum veto, form
bulwark of their liberty for the nobles, now an abus '
stantly operated by these utterly selfish, tltteﬂ?, '
land to thwart every act of the government.
~ dark havoc wrought for Poland by a st ; ﬁ
- enduring, affirm that the Poles d ¥
Students, observing the seventeen odd pol
lshmg in Poland to-day, g} «
 twentieth century recrude nce of
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snippets of territory, pointing for any dullard of a king an obyigyg poli
of consolidation — and Frederick 11 was as alert and Uﬂ%tl‘upu]ou:z
monarch as ever growing state could desire. |
Upon the annihilation of her state a strange chapter in Polish history
opens. Approximately 300,000 square miles of territory with an esti.
mated Polish population of 11,500,000 souls had been divided by Prus.
sia, Russia, and Austria. To cut up and apportion was one thing, to
assimilate, however, quite another accomplishment, as the three power.
ful and guilty states were to discover. The years from 1795 to 1914
mark in Polish annals a period during which those hapless people, exist.
ing perforce under three alien regimes, developed a more vivid national
sense than ever they had known before; and when 1n the fullness of time
the great war broke upon a horrified humanity, the Poles, Prussian, d
Russian, and Austrian, knew to a man that their hour of dellvera.ncc ,
P was at hand. ;
ke This strenghtening nationalism presents an interesting study. Of
the three groups of submerged Poles that under the Dual Monarchy“
tared the best, and nearly attained, in late years at least, a compl
autonomy. On the other hand, the Poles under the iron heel of Prussia’
endured most from their rulers, for, while the Russian autocracy was
by mnstinct cruelly brutal, it was too poorly organized to be perpetua 9'_,;
- ruthless, and bore but fitfully on its victims; whereas the highly orgat
m Prusman regime followed practically from the beginning a consis
®  tent policy of the sternest denaturalization or Germanization of t h
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uﬂltt“‘ tor (;yermans or t‘.qn"*l ill le (;crm:mi'/cd Pf)lt“i; :md ﬁnally M1
dl"l"*“‘ I“'h“\ of (erman colonization 1In th(. P()lluh pl"l)VlﬂLCS Wthh
altimately re sulted in the harshest legislation, like those laws compelling
Poles to sell out their land to Germans, the whole unnatural process
heavily subsidized by the state.

And the Poles? So vigorously did they react, once they caught the
tunc, that before the Prussians were aw arc, thl.s tit‘:splhti‘d peuple matchcd
case-hardened steel to Junker iron, and von Biilow himself didn’t know
whether the state were hammer or anvil. Statements like the following
from the Polish press reflect the temper and purpose of these determined
Qlavs after one hundred vears of Prussian control: “To-morrow the
]{inminm nf l’ruﬂsi;l L‘L'lvln‘;ltt's thL‘ SL‘L‘Uml ccntury Of its existcncc. We
cannot manifest our Joy, because Prussia’s power has been erected chiefly
upon the ruins ot ancient Poland. Prussia’s history consists of a number
of conquests made by force and in accordance with the old Prussian ?
principle revived by Bismarck, ‘might 1s better than right.’ "’ And a.gaiﬂ, B i
this violent diatribe: ““It one asks a Pole whether he would rather live {r”i

under German or under Kussian rule his reply will be ‘I would rather R 5Ties
hundred times have to do with Russians than with Germans, and ﬁt | _ﬂt
Prussians are the worst of Germans.” ... The Russian is our Slavonic :

brother, and in his heart of hearts every Pole 1s glad if his brot:h&ris o 2

prospering and when he can tell the world, “There you see our w' v e
Slavonic blood’. The more we hate the Prussians the mm:’ e
the Russians.” Or, finally, this suggestive excerpt: “'T_
Polish women and Polish girls! Polish women and Polish girl
strongest protectors of our nationality. . . . . |
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ment or German festivals. So long as I:he’ wal ches
husband and takes care that he bears himselt eve ?-' lere as :
long as she watches over his home md
Polomsrn so long as a Polish C&th&lfh W
long a5 the Polish mother teaches daren
belove( Poland in the Pﬁh& uage, so lo

labor in vain.”




better rate of interest than theGerman banks.

Thus they have ss
tainul

themselves under the heavy economic pressure of the dae
In 1 9P deposits 1IN the co-operative organizations stood at the hand
cure of £46,970,354, as against £ 12,420,057 in 1900 — <n

development while deposits inthe Polish banks reached a totdl
£6*L“G\000 in 1907, representing a per capita wealth of nearly $15.

Through the success of these co-operative organizations is refleded 9
that sturdv determination of the Polish peasant to get ahead
ambition envisioned nearly always interms of land ownership. Hdpead
by his bank, and willing toassume adebt forland purchase he canot
live mayhap to wipe out — glad to whittle down such astaggering odliga: 9%

tion by long years of labor In the industrial regions of Western Gamay
(Westphalia) separated from his family perhaps eight or ten years & a

time he wasrapidly making his laborious goal, economic inde ofe
pendence  Whereas the Prussian  State expended 000 _
to quarter Germans on Polish land, the Poles since 18% hae Jo=!

secured felly 250,000 acres of land from the Germans, and in May d *l«H
1903 thePrussian Minister of Finance, Herr von Rheinbaben, comn
plained that Iin fifteen years the German population in Prussia dminshed
bv 630,000, while in five years asmany as 300,000 Polish immigrants KO
had settled there! Von Biillow himself finally admitted that the sthare
for colonization had faled owing tothe fact that the German wes gx
to lose his nationality if not continuallv subsidized by the state, or e/ «toa
In spite of such support, since hewas always ready to dispose d hs

land for agood figure, whereas the Pole "thought 1t shameful to 4| fe
land tothe Germans' and "held fast tothe land.”

Under these hard circumstances, the Presian Poles, fathful to
human nature, have become the most Polish of the Poles. They hae
benefited greatly from the rigid disciplining of their stern masters, ax

now, chastened intemper, steadfast, thrifty and aggressive, they hae  4[Y)

their reward: leadersnip In the new Poland must devolvegpn them
amazing retribution for Prussial

This new Poland has come into being to-day bv processes which it Is
not possible to folW carefully now, through want'of information ontre |\
one hand, and lack of comprehension of such reports as are forthcoming
en theother. Therefore, a bare outline of what appear to be the
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