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The space fondl} christened 
1„ it's sinuou slu gish way, 

Slips stealthily on to tne Bh l» 
Through the long id 1 el 
Never a touch of sparkl 
And never a gleam of litfht; 
No hint of the subtle or qu 
No sense of power or might 
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The same depressing di 
stupid even to feel remorse 
For its listless, loit rin la 

• 

Through dancing unlight or ai hing Ic 
The brool 

In grave or frolicksome masqu< It 
eei 

Now like a dream in its tranquil tl v\ 
• • • 

an 
And yon never know as you watch its la 

What mood will reign in a little wl 
As deftly it winds in its whimsical w 

Wrapped in contentment or u•»••• i ... 
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THE GRADUATE COACHING 
SYSTEM 

It is not so very long since our football teams here at 
Illinois were coached by outsiders, w h o were called from 
other colleges and hired to take charge of our players and 
tutor them in the intricacies of the game. As an institu-
tution, however , the professional coach was never a suc­
cess, so in 1904, five years ago, the graduate coaching sys­
tem was installed. 

T h e first team under the n e w regime was a good one ; 
we tied Chicago, six to six. N e x t year the team was but 
mediocre and the enthusiasm over alumni coaches began 
to subside. T h r e e years ago, when oblivion was escaped 
only by the na r row margin of a six to nothing victorx 
over the poorest team in the Conference, sentiment against 
the new system became rampant. I ast year—we started 
the season with a for ty- two to six defeat by Chicago 
the whole University was frankly antagonistic. A n i e 
Hall, when they too insistently demand his re turn, some­
times repeats a s emp of conversat ion he overheard at this 
game. One loyal orange and blue rooter spoke to his 

ompanion, also a loyal orange and blue roo te r : 
44 W h a t are they going to do about the c< idl ing next 

car ? M 

" O h , get Artie Hall again, I suppose . " 
44 Say, aint that the limit ? " 
Dissatisfaction was ou t spoken there must be a change4 
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in the coaching system <>r we never would h s v i ;. goo 

team. . 
The pendulum has returned ; not only do vv cr< uh.t. 

monster petitions demanding the return ol th« same 
coaches we so hastily deserted before, but we present 
them with magnificent watches as an appreciation f our 
regard and a testimonial of their efficient services. I-.vi-
dently the voice of the undergraduate means little; let us 
listen to an authority. 

I am a firm believer in the graduate i ching m, ai I 
think it is unquestionably the best system foi [Hin< i ir cc 
this year has, by demonstrating the fact thai »ur nt c ch< can 
compete on equal terms with the highly paid professional b< 
of other universities, removed the only plausibl am nt of the 
opposition—that graduate coaching is nol practibl i v 
not alone. For instance, the football teams of Yal universil per 
haps the most uniformly successful in the c in' . h: al 
been coached by old Yale men. My idea i in the fil ; that 
no one should ever hear of the coach. It sh aid be the 1 and 
the team only, first, last, and always. Let us \vh. h. : 
when it is otherwise. Take, for illustration. th< big I hi 
igan games four or five years ago. Was it Mich I 
Giicago or was it one head coach againsl an Thi 
with professional coaches degenerates into a tn< rna 
ment in which one coach starts out with eleven m | 
checkered into five-yard squares to defeal another « |, 
elcvm other men. If this is the letter of amateui athli ti< 
tainly not the spirit,"and emphatically, it is nol whal w i I||j 
nois. 

There are always certain inherenl disadvanta s 
with the professional coach besides this. Bui w tVu 

mal e coaching their life-work and so thi professional <-,..,, 
ha ome other business that he is interested in or he i 
looking around for something bettei This iHin,, , j u . (

 :x 

ootball team is not al all likely to receivi his undivided iti 

Again, he is nol are whether or not he will 1 ,vt „u."| , 

I 
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i line season and hence he tak< hut little inten t in the snl ti 
tntc s and freshmen who will constitute th< vrai ;ity n i ir, let 
alone the clas teams that occasionally furnish a man of 
v libre. Rven time the coach is changed, .in event that is lib 
to OCCUr frequentl) when an outsider is in charg . it means th< 
1 mi must start again from the he inning All that was learned 
last Y • must he discarded, to be supplanted by the id of th< 
new mer, who knows neither the men he is to deal with nor tie 

of j^ame tlu have played. All continuity is broken and con­
tinuity is a big factor in any team's career. It is not at all improh 
ible that the success of our team this season was as much due to 

last j ar's drill as to this J ar's coaching. 
There is another thing to consider. It is the e a c h in the lasl 

tnalysis who determines the kind of | nn< played, and it is his influ­
ence more than any other that strengthens the moral fibre of th< 
plavei When outsiders are hired to coach, nothing is known <»f 
their character or personality, both of which are of prime import 
ance in a football a tch m am one else who is to instruct or influ-
en others. Tho familiar with the athletic situation here seven 

r eight irs ago will recollect the man) sad experiences Illinois 
has had with professional football coaches, 

I . t of all. when we have graduate coaches, it is the Illinois 
game th we play, a ime that was learned tnd developed on Illi­
nois field. There exist a different Kind of spirit than m be ob­
tain* d in any other way. We known and trust our < "lies; it is n« 
purely mer nar\ motive that interests them, thej t have striven 

•r the ^raii: c and blue. W't feel confident that nothin will b 
• di the name or reputation of Illinois and that no un­

it rhanded means will be stooped to in order to ure a speciou 
ictoi . There will I none of the feeling that prompted ne < h 

to tell hi players the ni lit before the came "to pet Sinn, k, 
have no other quarter." At h lot i audi peciallj f< rtball an 

tl one tiling more than an\t lun el i thai keep the laduat m 
h with hi alma mater, and when SU( i Comes it is all th 

moi dear tin ugh the knowledj that there is an [llii man 
behind it. The men who wen in school with Mall ( 1 indj u 
>r < r>i L o w c n t h a l t a k e a m o r ( activ< i n t e n t i n t h e s | r t w h e n 

th- remeinbri that Mall was a elassmate. Her< IS the d rabl 
_ 


