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RESPONSE 
OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
TO 

THE CALL OF WAR 

How \\ 11 an i lividual or an institution c n ond to an 
<. rg :y .11 like that of war depends in gr t me sure upon the 
prep >ns mac 

ARLV PR U T I O N Y THE UNIVERSITY. Ever 
- establishm .; in 1867 the iven y of Illinois has been one 
Lane rant Institutions that has endeavored to § instra 3n 

lilitary scien< tnd tactics 1 accordance with the letter of the 
Fede: 1 law I the s t of the founder-. In con- [uen of th: 
I lie > tentiy f II wed the military - rtment 1 I 2 nvn by 1 16 

» an org inization of considerabi 

TH 5T [SHMENT irolled by this time a t tal o 
2279 m ]- " m ? °f t w o r ; > : infantry Ive companie 

:h>. a ill banery of ar '.lery. a - jnal company, an eng r com-
iiiy. a ho al company, two 1 aids, rum] I di or] id 

res ve band. In 1 : ; there was org nized among le tculty and 
i';:::ery which w - one c he six i e s of the I 

Regiment of the IK 01 - I Id Ar illery. Duri sumi of 191 
• "V" • it several months juiriiu valuable ti ining 

exper on the Mexican bordc 

In 1916 there v - some reoi lization and ad > '. 
of th N 1 I)< ense A. of Jui 3. Cei \ units 

R- Offii rs1 Trainii oq 0 

1 in. in itumn i i(> tlu e w is ass 
I *r: War I tej nn t five c ssi i rs and 
three n< >ned officers fr 1 the list 1 r d 

ioned I this nly one 
United \ : h I I 1 though the d 

pn»[»er ti t i t 'nivei - had 1 n ui d 
by the Pi the I 'n upon t! I rs 

War I >c| 

Kxi litui tint the mil I l\ in d 



by this peri. I. During the two years iding March 31, 191 
918.87 was expended upon a new armoi floor 00 \o 
complete which it will require about SJ^>.< << mm I nci-
dental expenses, military scholarships, for the Vrmoi nd otti r build
ings to be used by the military an amounl about equal to the I 
Federal Grant ($600,000) to the University has n s] t 1 the 
State to build up the military department of its Unn rsity. 

RECENT PREPARATION. With the rise of the war-clour 
above the horizon in March 1917 other preparation was begun. A 
branch of the Intercollegiate Intelligence Bureau was organized with 
Assistant Dean H. W. Miller of the College of Engineering serving 
as director or adjutant. 

On March 23, 1917, the Board of Trustees on the recommenda
tion of President James set aside sufficient money to print the desired 
blanks, mail them to all students and alumni and make the nece ary 
permanent records. On March 24. fifteen thousand letters and inform
ation blanks were sent to the alumni and students of the University of 
Illinois. On the information blank which was to be checked by the 
alumnus and returned there were listed services under 102 general 
heads. A permanent record card was prepared and a special punch 
constructed to punch the card in a manner somewhat similar to the 
scheme used by the Census Bureau. To date approximately 4.500 
replies have been received from the 15,000 students and alumni and all 
of th< e replies have been reduced to permanent record cards. 

By the punch card scheme it is now possible to go throi h all ( 
he record card- in five minute- or K 3 and find all oi the men qualifit 

for any given o< upation. To date the Bureau ha- mswered calls for 
lore than two hundred men. On June 6-9 it made up thre< tmbulance 

uni f thirty-six men each in response to the call from the War D< 
rtn Th< men left for Allentown, Pennsylvania, on |une v 

>7. wh( will remain for three months and will then 
to France. Calls in inswered evei da) for men 
1 "I hie . ins) m w the I .n 
I >e] ni, . id ;o forth, 

Th Bui i u h a s a < ntraloffi< in the Munsey Uuildinjr in Was! 
ii D. ( I his "ii 1 under the direction \\ ill m \ 1 . lei 1, 

ith Mr. Jan, I Phillip first s< t a n r 11\ all he 1 :t 
who are ivoi inj? in thi office are doin 1 withoul |>n> Phesi \\\m 
1 ri< wci ni from th vai >ua uni\ i I'h 
en fi m the I fnivci it) [ 11 in \ h 1 (ward \\ \k\\ 



Tiv\ ms to this the University authorities fore aw the 
paramount importance of Aeronautics and appointed a prof 

ive instruction to the students in this wholly new line of ie 

i IFFER i >F RES< )URCES. Early in February when i 
eemed inevitable that the United States would be drawn into th 

President Edmund J. James of the University -nt the followii 
elegram : 

To I lis Excellency 
1 [onorable Frank ( ). I ,owden 
Governor (^\ the State of tllinois 

"In the name of the trustees and faculty of the Uni
versity of Illinois. I beg to tender to you, and through y< 
to the President of the United State.-, in case of war. th 
facilities of the scientific and technical laboratories of th 
University of Illinois, as an aid in solving such problem- as 
the federal government may assign to us." 

EDMUND J. JAMES. 

H \HH \t KS I oi 11 i; WIATO •<—1 M < \ lil u DIN 



I 'll m w m u m m : I i t l i 

S \ ho i pi d as follow s .* 

HUE W Ml I IK >i SI 
\\ hin -n. 

M v d ir Tnor 

!• r u a i i i i j 

May I n thank you ordially for; >ur 1 r I- ruai 7th 
I • 1 1 ry much ratified by tin- merous action of tl Unn 
llliii. Pleas gi '1 enough to convey to \h\ lam ai 
of my IK- t) ppreciation of his offer. 

1 ordially and sincerel} >ui . 

signed ) Woodrow Wils 

Hon. Frank O. Lowden, 
Governor of Illinois, 

Springfield, Illinois." 

When war was actually begun the President o: the Universit 
: a tement to the faculty and students urged anion otht things 

the following: 

Friends: 
In the great crisis which now confront- our belo\ d 

( untry two things are very apparent : 
First, the nation expects every meml of the I 

versitv of Illinois to do his "hit"; 
)iid, every member of the Qnivei itj ax > :o 

-

r< id to this expectation. 
It doe not yel appear, however, jusl \\i I 1 lo or 

where, or when he can best do h part . 
I hop- it will 1)< ome clearer COU 

d 
( >ne thing is irly e\ nt. Men a- 1 w men will 

v. at r in dij in pur] I \ 1 m 1 an 
\\ hi I hi- distinctl} m < \ ailabli 
; aid v than t\ un 1 mmunih 

* * 

I r tl pi n udcnl I m al tl 
> their b< :' u 

\\ th \ \ can 
r 1 n| work ol th 
1 in 1 tin hi mi 

I l ' \ l< I <! I • I I > II | | | 
1 I w I I n 1 .11 

I • I I 



s need< ! trained men. To supply this n -d, sp< air 
busin< lization and o\ ition \ :re >nducl 1 durii * 

>m April 23 I Jim 8 to prepare students foi >rdnan< d 
reserve corp* md for the quartermaster's enlisted r< ei A 
»ne hundred and t\\ nty udents enroll I for th Ot 

whom wen mptly 1 listed in the I ! servic p< 1 tl 
ompleti< 1 of the work. 

Dui : the same period 1 >urses in Red Cross work wer 
;u iversity for which die e cr lit was ranted. One hundred 

rid forty tudents completed the course-. 'Die work v as conduct 1 
by a n -tered 1\ 1 Cr ss nures, by members of the faculty and 1 
pr rig physicians. It included instructi n in first aid. urgical sup-
plii home nursing, field problems and dietetics. 

C le of the most imj >rtant service- now being c ntributed b; 
the University for the conduct of the war is the preparation in its lab
oratory •:" certain chemicals which are indispensable for the manu-
"acture of munition . nickel steels for projectile-, etc., and which—in 

me inst net at least—can not be procured from other source-. Not
ably among the--; chemicals of which there is a shorta e is dimethvl-
gloxime which is now being supplied from the University of Illinois 
laboratories in sufficient quantities to meet all demands of the whoh 
c untrv. 

Dr. Roger .Adam- of the division of Organic Chemistry with 
Toup graduate students is engaged in preparing other chemic 

as well—-ome seventy-five in number—that are being sold to as m "i\ 
a fifteen different university laboratories, to the Bureau of Chemistr) 

• W hington. and to large distributing h ^ and mmcivial firms, 

ince June 30. thr : aditional ambulance units, one hundred 
d men in all, recruited from [Uinois \lumni and students, have 

left th 'nivei ity for Allentown, Pa. t<> go into an army ti
ng np prior to tl ir departun for "Somewhere in France", En 

in tb<- ordnanc md quarterma tei reserve corps number al 
e \ 

I [STM1 i '11) blowing table slmw< what the I 'm. 
}i. ntributed dii tlv for tbe furtherance of tbe war 1 

n up to Jun< • 191; 

file:///lumni
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OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES. Many faculty members 
have tendered their services to the State and National Governments 
in various capacities. President Edmund J. James is chairman of a 
committee formed May 2] to consider ways in which the stale universi
ties may cooperate with the Federal Government in its conduct of 
the war. 

Seventeen members of the faculty are imparting instruction to 
220 aviators in the School of Military Aeronautics. 

On the woman's committee of the national council of defense 
are: Miss Isabel Bevier, head of the household science department 
of the University; Mrs. Henry M. Dunlap, (76) of Savoy; two mem
bers of the board of trustees. Mrs. Mary Busey of Urbana, and Mrs. 
Laura B. Evans of Taylorville. 

Some have enlisted in the officers' reserve corps or other 
branches and will soon see service at the front. Others are serving on 
committees, and acting in advisory capacities for National and State 
Governments, aiding in war relief or doing their "bit" in some other line 
as important and vital, perhaps, as these mentioned. 

F O O D C O N S E R V A T I O N . The Extension Division of the 
Household Science Department is organized for a food conservation 
campaign. During the current year this Division has served twenty-
one types of organization throughout the state, reaching through them 
more than 70,000 housekeepers. The cooperation of all these organiza
tions is now being enlisted and the cooperation of the local press has 
been secured in this service which is concerned primarily with the con
servation and utilization of foods, food materials, and textiles. 

* 

This campaign will be carried forward under close cooperation 
with the agricultural extension work of the state. 

S C H O O L O F M I L I T A R Y AERONAUTIC S. On April 30, 
J917, in response to a call from the War Department the University of 
Illinois agreed to establish a school of Military Aeronautics, which will 
likely continue throughout the period of the war. This school was to be 
established with an officer of the regular army detailed as Commandant. 
and a technical staff made up under the direction of the University. 
The men who are instructed in this School of Aeronautics are enlisted 
in the Signal Offii rs' Reserve Corps, and are sent here on orders from 

Washington. They come at approximately the rate oi twent\ live men 
per W( k and remain eight weeks. The number of men on baud at tIn 
pr enl time is approximately 220. 
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DEVEL MI OF \KI VUTN \ L DEVICE 01 
I - NAVY. In r pons •: ide the Nav] by th hop b H 
orat of the M< tni< 1 Ei in Department, tl Nai 

or to d< i and d in in rument cap; le ( m 
j the tension in kite 1 ilo i < bl . Thes have run 
gi it impor tnce durii the war and have brought Hit al 

m ho« of on>. It 3 uind that it d ult to e mat 
whether ( >le- holding th( al >ns to the ground are under at or 

little ter >n; hence the desirabilit instrum which can b 
applied to the cable and show at a glance the ten I in it. 

.^uch an instrument was d< ned 1 the in rue* in aeronaut-
rom photographs roughly illustratir. milar d< ic» u -d ; 

and the -ample has been built, calibrated and ship] : to the .v 

partment for trial. It is under ood that the manuf; etur E th :.-
trumen r further use by the G rnment \ 11 1 in th 

lab itori' which are well equip] d for var - >rts : \ k id re 
cap ble ( mployim ne hundred fifty mechanic . 

WAR RELIEF. Early in the v. r a call came for I to 
ian fferers in En md. In re e the Uv\ t a 

impaign cured arl ad of clothing, c % of 5 
ith - XX) T c< er ceable winter \ ir >r m . \ 

.nd Si in c h. 

In n ind idual mmi , 1 iri 
Ti] I i ly or it pie 
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the children Muysen, Beleium. The) mpl hcd i nior — 
tunately I r ther Bel tn child; i. 

Early in the ummer, a sj 1 impaij • i • t 
Funds i r the I niversitv Ambulan< unit t! w air in France 
Vs :sull i this effort about SICMXXD.OO \\ s u 1 t'. IU 

During lulv a committee n Armeni n 1 Syi n 1 li« 
neans of a len party and direct • >ll :tions r 1 xxoo that v 

t entral >mmitt< in New York. I he m littee at the 
Univei is a continuing org ization and pi is I her 

)in time to time. 

El >U< \TI> \ . \ 1 . W( >RK. I tures on : 
War have i iven dn ng the summi ê  i by men he 
ult the (I ment of i' 1 rom tl His I 

nd other-. A s< - I 1< tun n the 
\ rran 1 by request Mr. Ih M 11. r the 
t ind te til m; Five i < 
liver 1 1 on ( 

thi in nd i \ 
• 
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