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nri i E stale university is in 
danger because greater 

services than ever are demanded 
from it, although it is operat
ing on a stationary income 
which the increased cost of liv
ing has reduced one-half in val
ue. Endowed institutions are 
raising funds with which to 
meet these conditions. The 
state university is the people's 
university. I I t belongs to you 
and to every other citizen, 
Therefore it must turn to the 
people. 

That the people may know 
something of the grave situa
tion, the Champaign Rotary 
club asked Dr. David Kinley, 
acting president, to prepare this 
statement. 

Read it carefully—preserve 
it—write and talk to your rep
resentatives in the next legis
lature. 
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A Straight Talk Vboul i our 
I ni\ ersity 

r f l H B i NIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
I the Slal<" I ' l i ivcrs i ly , is both ;i lejirh 

ins and a research inslilution. It 
educating >.000 young men and women, con-
ducting investigations which add greatly to 
the wealth o\' the State, and training inv -
tigators to continue thai work. The demands 
on it for research and teaching are greater 
than ever before. Its ability.to meel thes 
demands is less than ever before. Th< 
reasons, briefly put, are these: 

The University's income Prom the Stat-
which comes from a mill tax, has b n prac
tically stationary for eighl vears. 

ACTING PRESIDENT DAVID K I M . I V 

The total income of the University is de 
rived from state taxation. Federal appro 
priations, sales of products, and gifts. The 
Federal appropriations are Wn' specific pur 
pOS and cannot he used for the o r d i n a r y 
operations of the University; neither can the 
gifts. The proceeds of sales, most of which 

• for products of the agricultural labora 
tories, go back into fl revolving fund used 
from year to year. Only the State appropri 
ationn and the proceeds of fe< are, therefore 

•nendlv speakiiij available for ordinary 
opep. i t ion ii m l n i i i m l (Mill nee. 

in line Stationary—Students Increase 
Tie- I ni\ei ii \ income from t lie s u e 
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$2,306,000. The University's income For last 
year from Federal sources was $229,159; 
from fees, $271,245; Prom sales and misce] 
laneous sources, oilier than gifts, $374,200. 

The extension of General Assembly fre< 
scholarships lias cut this year's fees consider
ably. 

The rise in prices of nearly 100 per < at 
has increased the cost of operation. 

The University has not been able to meet 
the market in salary payments to its staff. 

The demand on it for teaching staff and 
equipment is increased by what is necessary 
for 50 per cent more students than it ever 
had before. The enrollment of this semester 
(Sept. 1919—Feb. 1920) is 8,052. The next 
college year, 1920-1921, will probably see at 
least 800 more. Extension calls for assistance 
in the State have increased fifty per cent. 

Its building has practically stopped, while 
more students are calling for additional class 
rooms and laboratories. 

The need for research equipment and men 
has also probably increased fifty per cent. 

In other words, its income is substantially 
stationary, the value of that income has fallen 
one-half, the number of students to be edu
cated and the outside demands for help have 
both increased fifty per cent. 

Therefore, its income to carry its work 
on as efficiently as before should be three 
times what it was. 

How Your University is Hampered 
In consequence, these are some of the con

ditions that prevail today at your University. 
1 Classes too large to teach properly. 

Three hundred sixty-seven classes eon-
tain 35 or more students, main rang
ing from 10 to 65 or more. 

2 Inadequate instructional and adminis
trative staffs. At leasl LOO additional 
instructors and research workers are 
needed now in the University, 

:: Lack of equipment. Expenditures for 
equipment at (Jhampaign-Urbana alone 
h a v e h a d to be OUl $ 7 0 , 0 0 0 be low last 

year's. Even such apparatus as mi
croscopes is insufficiently provided in 
the ( ' o l h ,"*' o f M e d i c i n e . 

I Insufficient number of buildings and 
lath- of class room and laboratory 



spoi . The I fnivorsitj \u\ in ufTlcionl 
class room and laboratory pac in 
to lack of sufficient buildini bol h in 
Chicago and 1 ' h a m p a n I r hana . 

R< s /'< // work diminishi d. Worh 
worth int timable sums to the Stal 
each Near, is retarded or abandoned. 
I m p o r t a n t in\ si mat ions in home eco
nomics, an imal n u t r i t i o n , >il s u r \ 
chemistry, engineering and other lines 
have been abandoned. 

6 Inadequate salaries. The income is 
not enough to pay adequate salari< 
throughout the University, or to hold 
permanently or to attract men and 
women of the highest class to teach our 
hoys and girls and conduct our inves
tigations. 

Without claiming that the needs of the 
State University are paramount to those of 
other inter is of the State, but that they 
are equally entitled to consideration, for 
reasons fully realized by every thoughtful 

t t 4 

person, the facts cited above and elsewhere 
in this circular are presented in order that 
the citizens of the State may learn the critical 
condition in which their University now finds 
itself, and that they may satisfy themselves 
that the State has been receiving a goodly 
return on all the money invested in the in-
ti tut ion. 

The officers of the University would fail 
in their duty if they did not present as fully 
as they could the cond i t ions u n d e r which the 

University is doing its work, and its need-

More Than 8000 Students 
The total enrollment of 8,052 students this 

year, of whom 7,ott:{ are at Champaign 
Qrbana and the rest at the professional 
chools in Chicago, is an increase of 2,224 

o\ r a n y p rev ious yea r . T h e r e a re 50 per 
cent, IIIDI • Charapaign-Urbana than ever 
before in the history of the [Jniversih 
Therefore the authorities ai ailed upon to 
meet the n« ary expenses of c a r i n g \\)\' 
mOW than 000 add i t i ona l s t u d e n t s out of 
practically the tame incoim while at the 
am time alari< ami prices have n n and 

no add i t ion h 1)0011 made !.» the huildiim; 
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[mproper results arc obtained Prom teach 
ing in 360 classes of the University because 
in that number of classes there ar from 3 
to 65, ov more, students. No sane man need 
to l>c told thai efficient instruction is impon 
sible in classes of thai size. In the School of 
Pharmacy, and in the Colleges of Medicine 
and Dentistry in Chicago, facilities are inad< 
quate and students wen turned away lasl 
fall. 

While there is a lack of large rooms to 
accommodate presenl large classes meeting al 
the same hour, it is impossible to divide the 
larger classes into smaller sections because 
then there would be insufficient rooms of a 
smaller size. Also, if the classes were divided 
into smaller units there would be an insuffi
cient number of teachers to care for them. 
Some classes have been held this year in tie 
University Auditorium, the new Education 
Building (which was intended for other pur
poses next year), and even in a nearby 
church. The length of the teaching day has 
been extended, and the number of consecutive 
hours (dass rooms are used has been increased. 
This means had health conditions. 

( rtain courses have been abandoned in tic 
College of Law because of insufficient 
teachers. With an enrollment greater than 
in any previous year, the teaching staff of 
the College of Engineering is smaller than 
before the Avar. Instruction in the College 
of Medicine is being given to a greater extent 
than ever before by practising physicians on 
part time. There are more than fifty old 
positions vacant in Agriculture, the Arts and 
Sciences, Engineering, and other depart
ments. In the College of Commerce, one in
structor has between MOO and 350 students; 
four have between 250 and 300 each; one has 
between 200 and 250; eleven have between 
150 and 200 each. 

.Much important work in research has been 
abandoned in Agriculture, Engineering, 
ScienCi Medicine, and Hie Arts because of 
the reduced means. Among the lines so Buf
fering are electrical and mechanical cngi 
ic'-riii,"-, soil survey, animal nulrilion, ps\ 
holt v, chemistry, and history, Al least 

100 new in fnidni of ;dl graded musl be 
added in j \ ir if the wi.ri, of the IFniversit} 
i . |,(| l>' pro] i I v done. 



Increased work necessitates increased \iuP n< d ? if- ' 
quipment. Bui in spite of that fact, it 

found necessary to cul the equipment bud it 
(Ihampaign-Urbana to approximate! 

$70,000 less than it was last year. 

Will the PeoDle Format Thoir n.«iw«HVo 

Endowed ins t i tu t ions ill the country ar 
raising additional funds for increased sal
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The average approximate per capita cash 
expenditure for instruction at the University 
of Illinois in 1913 was $259. This year it is 
approximately $223, a decrease due to the 
fact that the stall' is being s trained beyond 
reason. Bui if we remember that the dollar 
of L913 is worth 57 cents today, the value ex
pended for instruction this year per capita, 
is $127j that is, the S t a t e is paying loss than 
half in value this year what it paid six years 
a » for what, ought to be the same or better 
Service. The money gain is taken out of men 
and quality of work. 

III spi te of the fact that some have said 
the University erected buildings before it 
needed them, tie t r u t h is that the i n s t i t u t i o n 

h i not buildod fast enough. The 
ondit ions of today prove this. Never has 

University had enough buildings, and no 
Universi ty in tho 
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u s increased 
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.ears. The University is today in crying 
need of a new Library, a new Agricultural 
plant, enlargement and improvement i th< 
engineering laboral ries and buildin a re 
search laboratory for the I >11 >f Med-
iicine. extension of the buildin.-- Eor PI r-

d'-'-iinu'non Imaew Dentistry and Medicine, an Adminia 
uu.uuu; Oration building, new and larg r ymnasiuma 

, , - .for boys and girls, and the immediate com-
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ould be wisely expended on buildings in th< 
next four years. At the present rate the 
University will never be put in proper shape. 

Research Makes Wealth, Health and 
Happiness 

Great as is the University as a teaching or
ganization, it is as great, or greater, as an 
agei v of research. If the University did no 
teaching at all. it would justify the appro
priations made to it by the accomplishments 

it"d so I o f i t s r e s e a r e h department-. It is impossible 
to give a money value to the results of such 
work, but it is doubtless beyond the total 
ippropriations of the University fi m the 
tii it w 11 dished. 

Some of the important research contribu 
lions which lia\ increased the wealth and 
weli ( the State and nation are th 
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Failing adequate provision, the University 
will be obliged (1) to abandon a large part 
or all of its research activities, and to sink 
to the level of a second or third rate institu
tion; (2) to limit the number of students, 
both in advanced and entering classes; (3) to 
be content to see more of our able staff leave 
us, and provide for our boys and girls in-
truction of second or third rate quality; 

(4) to abandon some established departments 
altogether. 

To resort to any one of these means poorer 
education of the young, fewer and less val
uable contributions to the wealth and welfare 
of the people by research, and dependence of 
the proud State of Illinois on other insti
tutions to give its children first class training 
and promote its welfare. 

What shall we do about it? There is only 
one answer. 
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